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PREFACE. 



B Y T BE 



Publi(her of the Dublin 
Edition* 



HAVING received great Encou- 
jraecment from both Kingdoms^ 
and efpecially from this, to publifh a 
complcat and correal Edition in four 
Volumes, of the Works of the Reve- 
rend Dr. SWIFT, D. S. P. D. v^re de- 
fire Leave to' inform the Reader how 
we have proceeded in this Affair. We 
do not find, that the Author did ever 
put hisNarhe to above two Gompofi- 
tions, v^rhich were both writ ih Profe j 
the former is a Letter to the Lord Trear 

furer> 



vi PREFACE. 

furcr, Oxford, upon aPropoial for cor- 
recting and afcertaining the Englijh 
Language; the other is a Letter upon a 
different Subjed: to the Lord Chancelr 
lor,^ Mi»DL»ToN, *rhicif wasrneveSr 
printed before j but we found the Name 
fubfcribed at Length in the original 
Manufcript. This Way of Proceeding 
in the Authdr/liadi {^utns under the 
Neceflity of complying with the gene- 
ral Opinion, which hath fixed certain 
Writuigs.both in Verfe and Pfo^ up9a 
tdm^Nilhcther truly df^no? v^ fliall Adt 



prefume to determine ;J^l^|^fe^aife af^ 
fured, he never direftly owned to his 
nearefl Friends any Writings which ge- 
nerally: paffcd fpr his ; thc^niivoi^blp 
Confequence wHorpof was, t]tiat»^ 
thofe Poems or Tjrca^es, wll^xpfi^tne 

judipousjPart <?f the, >y (jrld sig^eed.^g 
have poaxe .;l[rom jhis^^a^-i^^ 
w:erp vulj^rly fixed ep,^ Vi»^. w^^^h ja 
Writer much inferior (atleafl if Priafc* 
ers and Bookfellers were to be Judges) 
Plight l^ave jufl: Realbn, to coji^plaia c:^^ 
and yet, we areequ^lyafruredTby thpfe. 
Gentlemen m.tbis Kmgapnpjtwho fecm 

: to 
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feme Tri^^ ."w^kihe ItadnfOt writi 
would iicybr.giye,tii<pk,lJiJB.ieaft SatU-i. 

. . If we vefiB ^roly in&>i;i^ed> [ mt Aav 

did write thre& C&pii8» of .Vorfcs widi 
die leaft Isttention to. hftvie thecii primsd^ 
^thou^ he was;fiafy enough to^ihew 
them to;hi> Frli^s> aad tt their Oefire 
was n©t,v^ry jfctijpulQiis ki fbf&fiiig 
than tQ , take , Copfes J .Jroin.> whence 
moft of thqf^ Poem^iwc^e otcafionally 
printed in both Kingdom^, ettfaerin 
fingle Papers, pr in Mifcellanies. 



Several Applications have Been 
to the Author for two Years paft by 
moft of his Friends^ that he would ^ive 
us Leave to print thoft Writings in 
Verfe and Prpfe, which, are nniveriailjr 
imputed to hiiri ^. The Arguments made 
Ufe of w^re, Thaifufeh a Cdlciftion^s: 
we |xropp|ed r ccjijld . JXQt v be^ pritated iit 

London^ 



vm PlKBl? A^GE. 



Lmihn $ bfecoufel fevertd- Gbples, ' aiicF 
ftoae ivi^tiletfrf ^txfes yere the Property- 
of diffefOit'fiodkfi^erfr, who < were not 
likely to aef ee to Pafrtnerflilp, nor' had 
the Ame Advantage with us of conftilt^ 
ing the Author and 'his FViend^, who 
were pleafed to corredt many grofs Er- 
rors^^anld Atike but f^bVer/ mjudici- 
€fii& jIiiter|K>lation8 s particulai^fy in ihe 
.Voyages of Captain Gulliver : Not to 
mention feveral ThiiigiB in Profe as well 
as.:Verfeji which we procured from 
dbme Gentlemen who were either con- 
nived at, or fuffered to take'Copiesl 
Vi^eddded,' That if w^ did not under-*- 
takcithi^ Wotky it would certainly be 
attempted by fame Bbokfetler, who 
probably might not be fo ready to fub- 
mit to the Advice and Direction of the 
Author's Fiknds. 

But our Argtiments were of little Ef- 
feftj further, than that the Author was 
prevailed on to fuffer fome Friends to 
review and corredt the Sheets after they 
were printed; and fometin>es he conde* 
fcciided to giyefthem^hi6^x)wn Opinion. 

In 



J 



lit prhtthig the (foat' Vokwai^'* Vc 

have btfeft adviifed 1to > Obfetv« 'ita- M^ 

lowihg'Ch*der : jThtr'ftttt V=tt<AAfe febtt^ 
Meth of thofe Mifcdlaiit«&i> > > WlAdk 
were publifhed in London about diirtv 
Years ago; that is to. Iky, thePlrofe 
Part of them ; but in this.Iignyeflion 
are feveral confiderable Actions. 
The lecond Volume containeth all the 
Poetical Writings, that we could coU 
led,^ and whicb. t^e^ ^ncqralfy afcrtt)ed 
to the iaaaae JiMkb^y ■yf)^tx^^^^&^ !»i- 
^elf jCtjdb^utted $o d^e ,pire£^p^s of his 
Frienfb, . jf he jthkd.Vplyme^in^lfi^ 

VBR*;%ayf^Sv nT^c foiif^ rinpliWle 
Trai% rdiatijig,tq^>^4;,^hi§b, a^ 

to J%iBooi5.,^iiMj^qbirtj6^«i8fe h^^ 
*na even to En^nd itfelf, where moft 
of them have been pwsMd^.JW^ell 



fcceived. .^,.-1 
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PREFACE. 



B Y T HE 



Publifher of the Dublin 
Edition* 



HAVING received great Encou- 
jagementfrom both Kingdoms^ 
and efpeciially from this, to publifh a 
complcat and cprred Edition in four 
Volumes, of the Works of the Reve- 
rend Dr. SWIFT, D. S. P. D. vsre de- 
fire Leave to inform the Reader how 
we have proceeded in this Affair. We 
do not find, that the Author did cvet 
put his Naine to above two Gompofi- 
tions, which were both writ iri Profe ; 
Ae former is a Letter to the Lord Trear 

furer> 



viii An Accm^ pfthe LiFS ^m/ WitiTiscff 

%&ich it to be found & umveriallx ^di^ecled tbroiighocit Ikl^ 

•Works. 

He accepted of an Invitation from the Etrl of Be& k e* 
LEY, who was appointed one of the Lords Joftices in Jnlatnf^ 
to attend him as his Chaplain and pnrtte Secretary : Bo^ 
one Bush, another of Lord Be r k £ L e T 's Attendants, fbaiKft 
Means to iniinuate to his JLordfliip, that the Poft of Se* 
cretary was not proper for a Clergyman : Lord Be]ikei.e>¥ 
lidened perhaps too attentively to thelc Iniinuations, and ma^ 
kin^ (bme Apology to Mr. Swift, diveiled him of thoe 
Ofnce, and beAowcd it opon Mr. Bvsk.< — This injurxou* 
Treatment Swift revenged by a fhort^ but biting Satise» 
intitled» Tiix Discovery. 

However, dqrlng the Cov«mment of the £acb oF 
Berkeley and Galway, who were jointly Lords JaiAices 
of Ireland^ two Livings, Larteer and Ratkbeggan^ were be« 
Howed upon Mr. Swift : The 6rit of thcie -Rectories was 
worth about 200 /. and the latter about €0 I. a- Year ; ami 
they were the only Preferments that he enjojrod till he was 
appointed Dean of St, Patmk's in the Year 1713* 

As ibon as he had taken Poueifien Ci his two Livings, 
be went to refide at Laracor, snd^gave publick Notke to his 
Pari/hioners, that he would read Prayers on every Wtdmfd^ 
and Friday. On the next Wednefday the Bell was rung, and 
the ReAor' attended in the Deflc, when, after hating iat fome 
Time» and finding the Congregation to seikiJA only of him* 
fclf and his Clerk Rogtr^ be began with great Cempofiire 
and Gravity, but with a Turn peculiar to hk&ielf, " Dearly 
" beloved Bfiger, the Scrq>ture moveth you and me in iim- 
""* dry Places,'' 6*^. and then proceeded regularly through 
<he whole Service. This trifling Circumftance is mentioned, 
only to (hew, diat he could not refift a Vein of Humour, 
whenever he had an Opportimity of exerting it. 

A (kt\€t Refidence at Larac^r was not in the. kaft ibitafale 
to his Difpofition; he made frequent Excurfions not only to 
JMHn^ but to Li>ttd9n. In the mean time, the rich Deanry 
of Derry l;)ecame vacant, and would have been given to him 
by Lord Berkeley, if Dr. King, then Bifliop of Derry, 
and afterwards Archbiihop of Dublin^ :had not intreated of 
his Lordfliip, with great Eameflne^, ^at, as Dtrry was -ii- 
tuated in the Midft of PreA>yterians, the Deanry mi|^t be 
given to fbme grave and elderly Divine, who would refide 
upon the Spot, and not to Swift, who was an ingenkxis 
and fprightly young Man, and would be frequently ab&nt.: 
Swift was aceovmn^y let aHde for his TM§h\ i>uthe li- 
ved to fee Dr. King firafide for »his.y^ff, vrhen, »pon the , 
Death o^ Dr. Lindsay, he claimed the Primacy of Jw- 
.«i2</ 1 but this Dilappointmeot the Archbiihop no otherwife 

rcfestedt 



rfl>. JONATHAN SWIFT, ix 

itiented, than byiccmi&g the new Primate Dr. Boltkx* 
Id his own Hou&, without riling from his Chair, and ma~ 
king this Apology : ** My Lord, I am certain your Grace 
" will forgive me,' becaule, you know, I am too old to 
-rife.'* 

In Z70I, Mr. Swift took his Doer's Degree, and in 
the End of that Year King Vxlliam died. Upon the 
Acceflion ^ Queen Anns, the Doctor came into Eugiaad.- 
It cannot oPdenied, that the chief Minifters of that Queen, 
vhedier di(Hnguifhed under the Titles of 'Whig* or Tories, 
were, from the Beginning to the End of her RcJg^» En* 
couragers of Learning, and Patrons of learned Men.'--The 
"Wits and Poets of that .£ra were numerous and eminent ; 
amkUl the Croud, yet ihiaing above the reft, appeared Dr. 
Swift. 

Iffe ante aUef prnkherrhaks omnes^ 
' Jmfirt fi ficium JEneas, atque Mgrnbu junpt. 

He was known to the great Men of each Denomination : And 
although he had been ■ bred up and educated with *Whigs» he 
loon attached himielf openly to the Tories, becauie, as he 
fiid, the Whigs ha3 renounced their old Principles, and re- 
coved others, which their Forefathers held in utter Abhor- 
lence. It may be alierted, and will redound to the Honour 
of Dr. Swift, that when he rofe into the Confidence and 
Efieem of thole great Men who liit at the Hehn of Affairs, 
he Icarce ever loft himielf,- or grew ^dy by the Plenitude 
of Power. . He may have been carried away by inconfiderate 
Paflion, but he was not to be (Wayed by deliberate Evil. He 
may have erred in Judgment, but he. was upright in Inten* 
lion. 

Among the various Branches into which Swift's ex- 
paofive Genius Ipread itielf, thole peculiar Talents of level* 
ling his Writings to the loweft, and fulbining their Dignity 
to the higheft Capacity, were probably the original Motives 
that attradied the Earl of Oxford's Frieodfliip to him.-^* 

From 1 70a to 1 7 1 o, he laboured, though l^cretly, yet 
with great Diligence, in prolccutbg the Schemes that were 
formed to produce the Change in the Minilby which then 
happened : ' By that Time the Charafier of Dr. Sw iFT, as 
an Author, -was perfeftiy eftablifhed ; and, from the Year 
i7ioto 17131 he was bufied in maintaining the Caule of the 
Miniftry, in Pamphlets, Poems, and weekly Papers, and was 
then made Dean of St* Patrick's, in Point of Power and Re- 
venue efteemed no inconliderable Promotion ; but to an am- 
bitious 'Mind, whole perpetual Aim was a Settlement in Etig* 
M, it muft appear, (as perhaps it was dcTigncd) an honour- 

a 3 able 
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«Di: 5. is. UHCfnWLcud Sii KiLiT'iAttoidiDti, fuv^A 
Vsaa. M M— ■ M h^ IjvJMp, Am tbc Poft Of Se- 
v-waiv •« fcx j i^ u tic a CkijJiiM : Ijni BeXKELE^t 

k^ Mm .\f«l^v n MT.Svirr. JiftlfcH Ub of thas 
^"iVth toJ (vfcmi k ^aa Mr. Bkib. — Tlui iajwioKS 
IV.inMiu $«iFi RKCBfid tj ■ kn, k« Utiag Suiic. 

HuvvTU, AnH tW ~ - af the Eali oT 

Kvt>.<4.it»lG.t*«T. ■teacMJiki^LKikJaakct 

tft' >v'ii>ic. tw* Lin^f^ l^vnr mi tMkirgjm. -wtn be- 
ieii^Jii^«Mi SKirr: The fa* of ik^ Rca«iu wm 
•kvnd 4ivM ^oj I. 1^ Ac faoCT ibaM <a I. a-Teu ; and 
tK-1 <*<T< tbt AiJr Hi<Mw>w* Am he 0907^ till lie «u 
•ffv-uotJ [>n« at' &. r^tiA^ m the Tor tTij. 

At )AM w kc kW Mkaa fSACa af ha tn LmMl, 
kcviiM M(iHkk Mtdnnr, m4 fnc pAfak NMke to bii 
rVil»<«Mt«, (htt W •«•» rcaJ Vnym em cnry M-timtfitf 
Wkl .>''''./•. Uk Ae Bott arritt^t the hi nt nng. and 
A* Ityftir mmW ia ifa Drtfc.'»fcc«. aAer kvii^ (k Cmc 
'I'Wcl. «nl AkJiB^ a* Comcmob ib (Hliil aidjr offaui- 
^>t >*i h« CVrt, Kg«r. £t Wtaa aaA g|cu CnapoCoe 
«>J l^nxitT. >M «iM) ' 11n ne^w nt Hiiif'. " Dea^ 
* KVv^ llMf, Ac StiipMn MHcA jammAMK'm fim- 
" i- \ I'Wtv ' «w. Ukl ih<« fnme i ti nfjiitAj rtumgb 
«(t« «lMh SMrrk*. l-hk tnft*s Okm' 
v'i.\ i^<. Arx. «Um he MiAl mm mAI ■ V 
<kh<iiv(Tr he ImJ <■ (l^fwtianjr «f eienos 

A iMt ftdiJeMn m Ltmtiw m aat m 1 
Ktli)< riljv>fo<v«i he arkMle ' 
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!l Jin AccmttU ofth$ Life and Wmrnvcs 

•kle and profitable BanUhmcfit ; peilttps his Temper m%ht 
•ccalion his EngUJb .Friends to wiih him happity pcomoiCeii 
4it a DiCbnce.; ms.^irit was 6ften vb!ixs.€aA&, theivfodons 
of his Genius often iitreguhrr. Hit ai&med more the Aiw^ 
of a Patron, than that of Friend, and affeded ranker to di- 
<lace than adviCe. 

Ths Qiven had loCendad him a BifiMpnck in Enghgrn^, 
which was oonftantly the Object of his Ambitton ; -but JS>r. 
Sharp, Archbifliop ^ York^ fepreiented him% the Qiieen 
as not being a Chriftian, and a certain great Lady ii^porteii 
•theAfterflon; tbe Queen theicfore^at length gave the Bi- 
fhopridc to anodwr. SwcFT, after this £vent» Ml 4>»fcc 
of the Qooen with Pcco rnn i ; butiiis Reientnent was wirli-> 
out iknmds when Jie .mentioned the ArehUihop-or tbe 
tady. 

Upon his Arrival in Ireland, to talie PoflelGon of his 
Deanry, he found the Rage of Party ib vidient, that the 
common People, who had been taught .to look upon him as 
a Jacobite, threw Stones and Dirt at him as he pafled 
throc^h the Streets. The Chapter of St. Patrki'j- receiviied 
> him with Reludance, and'oppowd all his Meaiiires; he Has 
avoided as a Peftileuce ; he was omf^afied as an Invader ; he 
vas marked out as an Euemy to his Cotintiy.— *Fewer T\a* 
tents, and. le& Firmaeis, muft have yielded to (iich ian <Mit- 
ragtoBs Oppofitkm : Sed contra aadentUr that. He knew toa 
much of human Nature to be diiicDaragcd too much at this 
Treatment. — >His fir(l Attempt was to reduce to Iteafon an<l 
Obedience his Reverend Brethren of the Chapter; and in 
this he iucceeded Co perfcAly, that, in a Ihort time, they 
held him in the bteheft Re(pe£t and V^neimtlan^ and (iibmlt* 
- ted implicitly to ^whatever he proj^oled. 

Havimg efhbliibed himfelf m his Deanry he leturoed 
to England f In the beemaing of the Year Tf%4; ^rkere he 
Ibond two eveat Friends difunited, and the Queen dectintng 
in her Health, and dilfaefled in her Situation. He exerted 
his utmoft to reconcile the Miniilers ; but, findag his Pains 
/roitleft, he retired^deipondin^ and di^ppointcd^ to a Friend's 
Hou(e in Birk/hire^ where he remained till the Queen died ; 
an £vent which put a final Period to all his Views in Esngland-, 
he therefore cetumed as faft as poilible ta Dubim. As he 
was known to have been attached to the Queen's laft -Miai- 
ih-y ; to have written againft the Whigs; aitd "to have oiled 
** many a Spring which Ha r lev moved,*' he met with fre« 

2uent Indignities, not only from the Populace, but from Per- 
>ns of aU Raiiks ; a Treatment that increased the Souraefs 
of his Temper, confined his Ao^nwatance, and added fiittev'^ 
iieTs CO bis. Style. 
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.rfj). JONATHAN SWIFT. ad 

Iv die Year X7itf,'he-inu/^mtte^'aniti«lby Dr. AsHS, 
dm BiOiop of CUigber, to a I.ady whom he 1ms celebcated 
^ytfae Neme of Stslx^a. She was the JHu^fatcr of £r 
Wii^i^t AM TEi»9i>B's*Stewani, whoie NamewasJoHMSOtf ; 
tod •Sir'WiLX.xAM, wh«i ^hedied, left her looo /. on tc- 
coBnt of her Father's faithfiil Services. She was a Fedon -of 
mat Deticacy, extremeiy beaiitifiil,.aiid cquatty rsmarfcable 
for the Swectsks of her Tdnper, and the PoS^san^ of her 
Wit ; her Underftandmg was of the fisft Clafs ; her Pnideiice 
meemmon ; and her Pie^ excnvpUry. The Dean beeame 
iopinnted with her while he bved with Sir William 
Tbmvle. When flie irft left Esngland, is act known ; hut 
ihey contimied the iane Occonomy^of life after Marriage as 
before; he Temamed at the Deanry, flie in Lodgmgs at tho 
odicr^^e of the Ufy* He never ofenly acknowledged her 
for his Wi^, «or dul their Intimaty exceed the Bounds of 
PUtmuck Love; &ch Care being .always taken to (hmmon 
"Witnefles of their Conver&tion, that it would perhaps be im- 
poffible to prove» that they had ever been toge^cr, but in 
tke Prefence of at leaft a third Peribo. — Upon this extrabr- 
dioaiy CoaduQ, the Earl of Orrery obferves, that there 
are Adbns, the true Motivea of • which wUl never be known; 
and that this Fa£t is perhaps one, whichk having related -as 
he team 'd-it' from the Dean's Friends, he leaves to the Reaki. 
cr's Oblervations. She died in January ijzS. Her Death 
eccafioned fjteat Regret to the Dean ; for he never afterwards 
nentbned her Name without a Sigh. 

About the -year 1720, the Dean» who had been fb lately 
aegleded, ^ifpeHcd and pelted, began to be popular ; but his 
Popobrity was not univerHil till the Publication of the Di^a- 
fin's Letters ; he then became the Idol of the People ; his 
Health was Arank in every Company, and his Effigies difplay-* 
cd'in every Street; the Rabble crotided i^ter hon wkh Accui> 
mations; he was eminently a Law-giver to the Weavers, who 
ffequeotly eame in a Body to receive his Advice in fettling 
the Rates of their Manufa^hircs, and the Wages of tl^ 
Journeymen ; and when Ele^ons were depending for the City 
of DubHtt, many Corporations refufed to declare themfehres 
tUl they lusew his Sentiments and Indinattons. Over the 
Populace he was now- the mod abiblute Monarch that eter 
governed Men ; he was regarded by Perfims of every RaAk, 
with Venerarion and Efteem r And in the PoflciBon of this 
Power, thus admired and beloved, he continued till he loft ki% 
Senfes; a Lois which he Icemed to forefee, and which he pio- 
phetically lamented to his Friends. 

We are now drawin? towards the laft Scene of Ihs Life } 
the total Deprivation othis Senfes came upon him by degrees, 
la the Teu tjierh^^^m &iud with a violent Fit of Giddi* 

ncis. 



ioMtn i bto^' fevteral' 0>pies, = aiicF 
fome idi^dstTf^tKfes'were the Property 
cf difibittit'Bo6kfi^er&, wko'were not 
hkely to aMee iiv Pafrtnerlhip, nor'hadE 
the iame Advantage with us of conftilt^ 
ing the Author and ^hisFViend^,* who 
were pleafed to corre6t many grols Er- 
rors, ^add ftrike but fdmfe Very" mjtidici- 
ciis^Iiiterpoktions s^articukrf^^ ihlKe 
Vtjjratgefi of Captain Gulliver : Not to 
ibention feveral Thiiigs in Profe as well 
as.:Verfeji which we procured from 
&xne Gentlemen who were either con- 
f^ived at, or fuffered to take^ Copies. 
WcL ddded,' That if W did Aot under-^ 
takcithis Work, it would certainly be 
attempted by fome Bbokfetler, who 
probabiy might not be fo ready to fub- 
mit to the Advice and Direction of the 
Author'^ Friends. 

But our Arguments were of little Ef- 
fc6t 5 further, than that the Author was 
prevailed on to fuffer fome Friends to 
review and corredt the Sheets after they 
were printed; and fometunes he conde- 
fceiided tp giverthtm^his^'owii Opinion. 

In 



In printing the flfour Vioknttds'Vc 
have h^en tdv)SsA\0'tMeSvt ^^'Mi- 
lowihg'Ofder : jTlftr:dt^ Vol&iii^ ieoti*- 
Meth of thofe MifceSlftflksiii'WliSdt 
were publifhed in London about diir^ 
Years agO} that is to. fty, theiVofe 
Part of them ; but in this.IimreJiSoii 
are feveral confiderable Actions. 
The iecond Volume containeth all the 
Poetical Writings, that we could col- 
led," and wluch, ;flrfi^i^iMq:9% afcrft)ed 
to the. ixcRS Audi^-i wlbere^^e eOr 
tirely ^^gutted $o the rl^l^Fe^Moos of his 
Frien^ , . ^he . Ajrdjyplyja^er.pi^feeljb 

W ^.^ f^:^ tQljwtainrGRLi.tr 
v?R^,%ay^sv Jl^^ foui^ tY^pliwle 

is s»^,^oaiaeajtfj?olkai«i>[j£)df .^l^rrfKii^ 
Traif^ rdiatifg ,^>#4^</,;,^hi§h, at|5 

ten \>x?difi:%^^¥<fl«)ij mimj^i^m- 

to thj^^fiooi^j^iiM<tei|bi*6^t«isfei^^ 
and even to England itfelf, where moft 
of them have been pi^o(^>v.i&iy3yeli 
received. .* t,"i 

This 



adv Jk Accowi of the Ljfe ««^ Writikgs 

If his PROSE WORKS are confiderttl, in them wiU 
found a certain mafleriy Conciiene^s 19 the Style, that has ne- 
ver been equalled by any other Writer : The Truth of thix 
Aflertion wUi more evidently appear, by comparing him witli 
fome of the Authors of his o^im. Time. Of thele Dr. Ti i«» 
Lbr'soN and Mr. Addison are to be numbered among the 
mbA eminent. Addison has all the Powers that can capti- 
vate and improve : . His DiOion is eafy, and his Periods are well 
turned, his Exprefllons are flowing, and. his Hnmour is -deli- 
cate. TiLLOTSON is nervous, grave, majefiick and perspi- 
cuous. We muft Join both thefe Chaia^rs together, to 
form a true Idea of Dr. SwiVt f Yet as he outdoes Addi- 
son 'in Hnmour, he excels Tilziotson in Perfpicuity. 
When the Writings of Addison, terminate in Party, he 

•lo(es himlcd^ extremely, and, from a* Idelicate aofd jud Co- 
median^ ideviates into one of the loweft Kind *. Not (b Dr. 
Swift ; he appears like a maderly Gladiator ; he wields tbe 
Sword of Party with £a{e, JnAne& and I>ezterity : And, 

•f^ifiie he entertams tlie Ignorant., and^ tbe Vulgar, he draws 
an • equal Attention f'rpm the Learned and the Great. When 

. he is ierious, his Gravity becomes him : When he lat^hs, 

*bitf Rteders muft laugh with him. 

; Hr8< POETICAL PERFORMANCES ought to be conr- 

i fidered as occafional Poems, written either to pleaft or vex 

.Ibme 'particular. Perfons. We muft not (bppoie themtlefign* 

led'fdr Poftertty : If he had cultivated his Genius ki that 
Wayt he muft certainly have excelled, e(peciaily in Satire. 

:HB>aim$ to be feverely ulefui, rather than politely engaging. 

'He ailumed more the Air and Manners of a Critic than of a 
Poet. Had he lived in the fame Age with Horace, be 
would havd. approached nearer to him than any other Poet : 

"And, if we may make an Allowance for the idifierent Courfe 
of Study, and different Form of Govemm^t,' to which each 

•,bf thele great Men were fabji£^, we may oblerve, in fifreral 
Inftances, a ftrong Relemblance between them. Both Poets 
are difHnguifhd for Wit and Humour ; each displays a peculiar 
Felicity of Diction; but of the Tvio> Horace is the more 

« elegant and delicatp : while he condemns, heplea(es. Swift 
takes Pleafiire in giving Pain : The DiflimiHtnde of their 
Tempers might be owing to the different Turns in their For- 
tune. SwiFT eariy formed large Views of Ambition^ and 
u'as diiappointed : Hor a ce, from an exiled low State, r»fe 
into Affluence, and enjoyed the Favour and Friendihip of 
Augustus. Each Poet' was tbe Delight of the principal 
Perfbns of his hgt. Cum magnis vixijfe was not more appH< 
cable to Horace than to Swift; they both were tempe- 
rate; both were frugal ; and both were of the fame Talle. 

Hor ACS 
• Freeholder, > 
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HoiACE had his Lydia, Swift had his Vankssa. 
HoiACE had his Maecenas and Agrippa; Swift 
hid his Oxford and BolingbrokE. Horace had 
bis Vi&GiL; Swift had his Fqpe. < . t. 

« The EMglifii Edition of Swift's Works," fays LorA 
Okrert, ** I have iburce (een, and I have had Isttle Indi* 
" nation to examine it, bccaufe I was accjuainted tiith the 
** Dean at the Time when Faulkner's Edition came oQt ; and 
" therefore, mnft always look upon that Copy as moft au- 
" thendck ; well knowing thit Mr. Faulkner had the Advan. 
" tage of printing his Eidition by Consent and Approbation 
" of the Author bimfcif.'' « 

• 

For (he above Reaibn^ the PubHAiers of this Edition havo 
followed Mr. Faulkner's, and they hope, with considerable 
Advantage. For, beiides the Addition of a ninth Volnmc, 
containing tie Tale ef a Tub; the Battle cf the Books in St, 
Jamcs'i Library ; and the Fragment, which to u(c the Words o€ 
Lord Ok R ER Y, although not owned by the Dean, aut Era/mi 
fttntautdiaboli; the whole is printed in a more regular and uni- 
form Manner. The Letters, which, in his Edition, are add- 
ed by Way of j4pfendix, arc here brought into their proper 
Places, and others kept out, which Mr. Faulkner y through. 
Inadvertency, had inferted twice; Come confiderable OmiA 
iions are itipplied from other Copies ; and innumerable typc- 
graj^ical Errors corre^ed. 

The first VOLUME begins with, j4 Difcourfe of the 
Contefts and Diffenfions hetiueen the Nobles and Commons in 
Athens (f«</ Rome. It was written in the Year 1701, to* 
wwdsthc End of King William's Reign, and at a Tirtie 
when that Prince was made extremely uncafy, by tlie Vio 
«ncc with which jR)me of his Mini(lars and chief Favourites 
were putfiied. Complaints and Inquiries aroie in tiie Senate ; 
Feuds and Animofities in the Convocation. Nor had foreign 
Affairs a more propitious AfpcO. The King, in hopes to 
iifp4 the gathering Clouds, had made feveral Changes in his 
Mjjilftry, and had removed fbme of his faithfuUcft Servants ; 
Botwitbftandiiig of which tl>e Houfc of Commons could not 
fit appealed, but proceeded to impeacli, the Earl of Port- 
J;ANo ♦, Lord Somers f, Earl of Orford f, and the 
"H of Halifax J. 

You 

• Oroom of the Stole. 
\ Urd Keeper, afterwards Chancellor. 
\ Treafurer of the Navy, and one of the Lords of Mmralty. 
I Ont of the Comm'tjfioners uf the Treafury, and afterivards 
^flncdlor of the Exchequtr. 



xn Am Acamt of ih Life and Wmf ings 

Yov win find the CharaQcrs of llie Four impeached Locds 
db&ribcd under AtbttnMn Names, f hociok is the EarL- o^ 

fORTLAND; AE.ISTXDES, Lofd SOMERS;. TREM>S70- 

CLSS, the Earl of Oilvord; andPERiCLRS the Earl of 
Halifax. In a Parallel of this Sort, it is impoifible tHae 
rrer^ Cir^inhftaace IhonU taliy with the utmoOf. £mQdc& ; 
hut the whole Tseatift is liill or hiftorical Knowledge, a»d- ex- 
cellent Refleaoas. 

Tht StfUimenU of d Gturch 0/ Engiand Man^ with Bef^ft 
to ReBpoH and Goveptment, was written in the Year 1709. 
It is adafced to that particnUr. Period. TheStvle of tfae 
whole Pamphlet is nervoui^ and, except in lometew Places'. 
impartial. — The State of Holland is. jn(Uy and oor^ 
dfcly delineated, and is a TraA well worth Reading and At- 
tention; and it confirms an Obiervation which #iU «petp«tii- 
ally occnr, that Swift eaxrells in whatever Style or Manner 
he afiumes. When he is in earned^ his Strength .of Rea£bn 
carries with it Conti£Hon; when in jefl; erory Competitor in 
the Race of Wit is left behind him. 

THE j4rpnne»t againft aboUfimg tf C^liriftigm/y is caxxicd 
•n with the nigheft wit and Hmnour. He ju4g^ lightly in 
imagining that a fi^all Treatiie, written with aSpiffitof Mjrtls 
amd Freedom, mud be more efllicacjoos, than long Sirmons^ 
or laborious Leilbns of Morality. He endeavours toJaugh 
ns into Religion; wdl knowing that we are often laughed oiiC 
•fit. 

The Papers which immediately follow, arc entitely humor- 
oas, and relate to Pa r'tr idg e, the Almanac-maker ; and tho' 
they are not only temporary but local, yet, by an Art, pecu-t 
liar to Swift himielf, they are rendeivd immortal, Co as to 
be read with Pleafiire, as long as ihc Englijb Language (hbfifts« 

Next in order is, A Pry tit fw the Aivancemtnt ofReJigi^ 
mu Md the Refirmation of Manners^ written in the Year x 709, 
and dedicated to the Countefs ofBBRKELST. The Author 
appears in earned throughout the whole Treatife, and the 
Dedication or IntroduObn is in a Strain of (erious Panegjrric, 
which the Lady, to whom it is addrefled undoubtedly d^rv- 
ed. 

There are two Letters in this Volume, extremely wor- 
thy of Notice : The one is, to a young Gentleman lately enter^ 
ed into. Holy Orders; the .other, to a young Lady on her Mar^ 
riage. The former ought to be read by aU the young Clergy* 
meain the three Kingdoms, and the latter, by all the new 
married Women. They contain Obfervations that delight 
and improve every Mind ; and they will be read with Pleawre 
and Advantage, by the cddeft and mod exemnhiry Divines; 
4Bd by the moft (uAiDguiihfid aod laoft acoomplifiwd lAdies. 

Thb 
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The reft of the Volume is filled op with fhort Tra^s and 
Pipers of various Sorts, moftly humorous and entertaining. 
Odc muft laugh at the Story in one of the InteUlgcncers of 
Whijk and S-anhhers) and wifli the Tatlcr on thofc inferior 
Duties of Life, called Les ^etites morales, hung up in every 
Sipiires Hall in Enghnd. 

The second VOLtJrME of Swift's Works is filled 
vitfa Poetry; but the Poems in gerierat are (hort and (atirical. 
The Poem of the greateH; Length is called Cadinus and Vanejfa : 
Asa Poem it ;s excellent in its Kind, perfectly corre^, aad' 
admirably conduced. Swift, who had the niced Kar, is 
iimarkahly cha(le and ddicatc in his Rhyme. Vanefa''s reaT 
Name is fiippo&d to be Esthe r Va n o m r i g k . The Poem' 
itfelf is dated in the Year 171 3, when Swift was in his 
Meridian Altitude : favoured by the Courtiers; flattered, fear-' 
cd andadroifed by the greateftMen in the Nation. If vou re-' 
view his feveral Poems to Stella, yon will find them fuller of 
Alfcftion than Defire, and more expr^ve of Friendlhip thiit 
of Love. Several of his Poems are perfboal, and leave a very 
fmall Impreflion on the Mind, bof^many of them m-c exqui. 
fitc. Upon » general View of his Poetry, we (hall find biin, 
u in his other Performances, an uncommon,, fiirprifrng, he- 
teroclite Genius ; luxurious in his Fancy, lively in his Ideas," 
humorous in his Dcfcriptions, and bitter, exceeding bitter in/ 
his Satire. The Ladfi Drejftng RooftihaiS been blamed for want 
of Delicacy. — His Companions and humble Followers, find 
themfelves immortalized by the Ihlcrtion of their "N^mcs, in 
his Addreiles to Sielia^ or m other milcellaneous Pieces, wrote 
in an eafy, though not in a carelefs Manner. His more ex< 
alted Friends are treated in a different Style : You will per- 
ceive a real Dignity, and a moft delicate Kind of >^'it, iu alt 
his ^)ems to Lord Oxford, Lord Peterborough, 
Lord Carteret, Mr. Pultkney, and particularly in a- 
Poem to the Cbnntefs of Winch else a, and another to 
MiisBiODT Floyd E. A third Kind of Style may be Jil', 
cemed in his Poems addre/!ed to Mr. Pope,' Mr. Gay,' 
Dr. Delany, and Dr, Young; when he writes to them,; 
Acre is a Mixture of Ea(e, Dignity, Familiarity, and AJ^<''^^i- 
on; they were his intimate Friends, whom he foved fihccrely,' 
a^nd whom he wilhed to accompany to the Poetical Regions of 

Eternity* ' v • • 

The third VOLt/ME contains the Travels of I. r.-^ 

MUEL Gulliver into feveral remote Nations oj the fp'otid. 

They arc divided into four Parts: The firft a Voyage to Li l- 

irpWT : The iecond, a Voyage to Brobdingnao: The 

t^trd, toLAPtTTA, and other IJlands : The fourth, and mort 
cxtraordinsry, to the Country df the Ho vhhshu m*s . Tbele 
Voyages arr intended as a morai political Romance, in which 

Vol, L * Svtipt 
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Swtrr ieems toduYc exerted the.ABOB^eftJEfi^fYsof «jfce 

'irregular Genius. 

Thc Inhabitants of UlUput are reprcfente4 as if rcfle^d 
fjfom a convex ^lirror, by which every Obje^k is reduced to a 

.■4elpicable Minutenels, Tlie Inliabitants of Br^dfitgt^ag^. hy, 
a contrary Mirror, are enlarged to a (hocking Deformity. In 
^iput we behold a Set of puny Inleifts or Anin^alcules in a 
human Shape, ridiculoufly engaged in AiSkirs of Importance* 
in BrobdiBgnag^i the Monuers of enormous Si«^ are employed 
in Trifles. 

He Ieems, ial)i& PclcripUon o^ JjlUput, to hay^ had £ng' 
Ifind more immediately in h|s View. In his Deicripdoo of 
BUfufcu^ he ieems to intend the People and Kingdom of 
Trance. Yet the Allegory between thete two Nations, -is £re- 

• cuently interrupted^ and icajrce any where oompleat* Se^wral 
juft Strokes of Satire are (catterea here and tnere upon Er- 
fors in the Condud ox our Government ; and in his iixth 
-Chapter of his Voyage to Brt^dingnagt he ^ves an AccounC 

• ^t the political State of Europe : ifis Observations are deliver- 
ed with his uiual Spirit of Humour and Severity. He ap- 
pears moft affected with the Proceedings of the Courts -of Ju- 
•dicature, and complains of b^ing almoU ruined by a Chancery 
Suit which litds determined in his favour -with Cofis* 

Several juft Strokes of Satire are Scattered up and down 
i^n political Errors in Government. In Come Parts Gvl» 
LIVER (eems to have had particular Incidents, if not parti- 

<<ular Perlbns, in his View. His ObiervatiOBS on Education 
are uleful ; and (b are his Improvements onihe Inftitutioos 

'«f Lyx:urguS. 

The third Part of GuJUverh Travels is, in general, writ- 

^len againil Chymids, Mathematicians, .Mechanick$ and Pfo- 
Je^ors of all Kinds. However wild the Delcription of the 
Jbinf Tflaad, and thp^anners and various Proje^U of the Phi* 
i^ibphers of hagadnk may appear, yet it is a. real Pi£hire eon* 
ielulhed with much Vit and latent Humour. It is a Satire 
upon ^p(e Aihonomers and Mathematicians who have (a ^r- 
<ireiy' dedicated their Time to the Planets, that they have 

• been carelefi of their Family and Country, and have been 
chiefly anxious about the Oeconomy and Wel&re of thc up- 
yer Worlds. 

• The Proje^ for a more eafy and expeditious Method of 
«rrUing[ a Trcatiie in any Science, by a wooden Engine, is 
entertainingly (atirical, and is aimed at thod Authors, who» 
in^ead of receiving Materials from their own Thou^ts and 
Ob^rvations, collet from Di^onaries and Commfra-placf 
^ooks an irregular Variety, without Order, U(e or Defim. . 
' The ProjeS of (borteniog apiicourie by cuttii^ Po^nfyi- 
labtes int9 one^ and leaving out Verbs and participles, ia- 

. poJniel 
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p^ted ae Che penudoos Cullom. .of dontra^g the Englt^ 
iaimiage, the DialcA of' which is naturairy haHh, and that 
Bamnds is (till increafed bv improper ContraOiens. 

The (nth Chapter is fiiil of Severity and Satire. Some* 
lines it IS exerted againil the legiiUtive Power, ibmctSmes •*• 
pinft particular Politicians, &c. 

Hs (eems to have finifhod his Voyage to Lgputa in a ctrr> 
lefs bttrying Maimer, cUe why was the Curtain droj>t Co (bout 
Out laments to find (b many illnihious Ghofts vanilh i» • 
faddy, and fb abruptly from our.Sijght.-ttany.of whoi^ 
^«re ef the brigfateft CharaOers in Hiflory. , 

GuLLxYBit tired of Heroes, changes the Soese, a th^-- 
^^tth Chapter of his Voyage to Laputa^ and becomes curiot^" 
to know the Sstuatibn of Poets and PhUoTophers, who, ik- 
tkcir Turn, have as eagerly contended lor PamCr a« CiKSA^ . 
fcr Power, or Bhutus for-Libcrty, 

Trs Deftr^^n of Stk VLbBHtroGS in the tenth C3i^ 
pter is an inftru^Te Piece of MoraKty^ for if wo confider it Ski 
aftrioQs Ug^t, it tends to- reconcile us to. our final. Diflblnti* 
n. Death when (et in contraft to thfc Immortality of the 
SfrtAibrnggs is no longer the Kin^ of Terrors; he loies hi»^ 
S^*, he appears to tts as a Friend, and we cheerfUly obey 
his &mn»ms, becaufe it brings certain Relief to the grcateft' 
)4S(exkt. It is in this Defcription that S-wttt fiunes la M.< 
t*it&cula^ Manner IT 

This Vohtme condqdes «^ GuUrver^t^Voyi^.to tlm* 
AitjndMiMf:^ In this laft Part of fats Travels, Swxf T ha» . 
sdo^ged a Milknthropy lh4t is intolerable. 

The FOlJkTH VOLUME contains aL.ColIcaioo ot' 
*IWb rekthne to the Kingdom of Ireland^ not only local bo|< 

^^ttiMtary. tn the Beginning of the Volume is a Pamphlet* . 

ittioed j4 Letter from t Member o/" the Hou/e rf Commons 

^ hdand, t9 ii Member of' tie Houji of Commons in England. 

J"w*nnifg thb SeKtamental Tefi, tvritten in the T^ear 1708. And . 

"^preceoled by an exphmatoiV Adverkiiement, that was et* 

^r dictated or fMAy rev^kd by the Dean himfdf; 
TAis Pamphlet is written partici^arly i^inft rrpesTtia the 

J^ ^B; and whoevef confiders himielf related^ to the Siaf* 

•00) of Inhni^ trill ^d in it (bme Arguments of Wcignt^ 

^ Confideration, in cal^ any fiich Repeal fhould ever be at- 

^pted there. 
The nexf Traft is, ji Propofi^ for the umverfal Vfe of 

™^ ManufoBures in Cloths ami furiatnre of Houfes^ &c. wi- 

^y .rde£bnj[ and renouncing everv Thmg wearable, that • 

comes from England; written in the Year 1710. 
1m looking over the Dates of Swift's Works, he does . 

*ot appear as a political Writer, from the Year 1714, to x ixo. 

"Hit Readet mu ptObably ht euriotts to know in what Man- 

b 2 ner.' 
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ncr he employed bis Time from the Death of the Queen, till 

the South-Sea Year. Not in Poetry, for his poetical Pieces, 
during that Period, are in a Manner domeftick, being icaree 
any 'more than' Trifles to Sheridan, or Pofmatia t:o 
IStella. The Cba(m is to be filled up, as is iuppo(ed» by 
Cull'ivh^s Travels, (iich a Work muA, in all JLikelihood, have 
cngrofled his Leifive, during five or fix Years. When that 
u'as finiflied, he found an Opening to indulge his Ijyvc a^ 
Politicks, and to commence a Patriot for irrAui^: Andhenia4c 
trie of the Opportunity, by increafing the natural Jealoaijr^ 
^hich the leller Ifland con&antly entertains of the greater* 
His Treatife or Propofal immediately railed a very violent 
¥lame. The Printer was prolecuted; and the Pro(ecutioi» 
)iad the fame Effect, which generally attends thefe Kind of 
'^teafiures ; it added Fuel to the Flame. But his greateft Ene- 
inies mull confefs, that the Pamphlet is written in the Style 
of a Man, who bad the Good of his Country neareft bis 
iieart. " ^ 

' ' To th^ Proposal, in favour of the Jr'tjb Manufa^hiies, fiic> 
'^ced fome Arguments againft enlarnng the Pofwer of Bifhops i» 
U.'ting of Leafes. This Pamphlet .is intermix'd witn thofe ma- 
0erly Strokes of Irony which £b often appear in Swxft^ 
Works. The general Subject of it ^ves an Occafioo to re- 
''eoUe^ a Circomftance mnch to the Dean's Hono|un He 
'could nrrer be induced to take Fines for any of the Chapter 
I^ands: He always choie to rai^ the.Rents, as the Me* 
thod lead oppreflive to the preient Tenant, and moft advaar 
tageous to all future Tenants and LAudlords.. 
, We are now come to the Dx a pier's Letters, $ho(e hfaz- 
eti Monuments of bis Fame. They were written in die Tew 
1 714. The Occafion of thole Letters was a Scarcity of Copv 
^er Coin in JfehnS^ to Co great a Degree,, that,' for ibme Time 
p^fl, the chief ManufaAurers throu|2hout the Kingdom, were 
obliged to pay their Workmen 19 Pieces of Tin, or in other 
Tokens of (uppofititious Value. Such a Method wa^.veiiir 
'difadvantageous to the, lower .Parts of Traifick i^id was in g^ 
neral an Impediment to the Conunerce of the 'State. To le^ 
'medy this Evil; the Uite King granted a Patent to Wii.LiAic 
Wood, to toin, duiing the Term of 14 Tears» Farthiiiigs 
and Halfpence in England for the Ufe of Ireland^ to the Value 
of a certain Sum Ipecified. — But the Patent was thought to be 
.of fuch dangerous Conie^uence to the Publick, and of fuch 
exorbitant Advanuge to the Patentee, that the Dean, under 
'the Charafter of M. B.. Dr a pier, wrote a Letter to th^ 
•People; warning them/ not to accept Wood's Halfpence ana 
Farthings as cttrrent Coin. 

At the Sound of the bR'^ pier's Trumpet,, a Spiqt arofe 
among the People, that, in the Fiaflern ^Fhrafe, W4S fih unto 
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iTmpefl m the Daj of the Wlnrlwind, Ercrjr Perfon w» 
cooWnced, that the AdmilCon of Wood's Copper mtaH proT« 
^ to the Commoiiwealth. The Papift, the ^anatick, th« 
Toiy, the Whig, all lifted therafelves Volnnteers under the 
Banner of M. B. Dkapibk, aod were all ecpially zealous to 
ienre the common Caufe. Much Heat, and many ficr/ 
^«cfaes agamft the Admimftnidon, were the Confirquence of 
tUs Uoion ; nor had the Flames been allayed, ootwithftandhig 
Tlireats and Proclamations, had not the Coin been totally 
%prefled, and had not Wood withdrawn his Patent. 

The next Traft is, AJhortt^eTv of the State of Ireland im 
tie Year 1727, Of this liltic Notice need be taken, fmce the* 

Sefcnt State of Ireland is, in general, as ifeurifhing as pof- 
>le ; owing chiefly to a Spirit amongft the landed Gentlemeq 
t& promote Agriculture and ManufaAures. 

TH£ Viudtcathtt of bis Excellency John Lord Carteret /r^ 
ihe Charge of favouring none hnt Tories, High- Churchmen and 
Jtcotites, written in the Year 1730, is cotirdy humorous, and 
& ue all the remaining Pamphlets of this Vohuae.. 

The fifth .volume begins with the ConduB of tht 
Mes, It is thought that the PubRtber^s Preface was compo- - 
fcd by the Dean himlelf, but a^eaedly written in a bad Style* 
The laft Para^aph, lays I^ord Okrekt, makes mc fblpeft . 
ii& Hand. "It is plainly feen, fays the Puhliflier, that % 
" Spirit of Liberty is dmufed through all theie Writings, 
" and that the Author is an Enemy to Tyranny and Op« 
'• preffion in any Shape whatever.'' This is tbc. Charaftcr 
at which Swift aimed, and this is the Chaja^ter which inr 
^dhcdcfcrved. 

As Faults have been freely pointed, out, Co ought we to re* 
>Aember, that with all thoie Faults he was above Corruption^ , 
a Virtae in itlelf, fiifficient to cover a Multitude of humaq 
^j%s, fince from that Virtue abne, can Sow^ Proiperity t<| 
™c Commonwealth. 

THE Condttd of the AQtes yras written ia the Ye^ irrsw 
^it is pteparatory to the Peace,. which the Minifters werer 
^ concerting, and which was afterwards perfe^ed at > 
Utiecht. It begins by Reflesuons on War in geners|l» 
aad then partkailarly mentions the ieveral Civil Wast ia our. ■ 
Kingdom. >. 

The Papers called the Etcamwers, at leaft tho£e of which 
^- Swift is the Author, £11 up the itijt of the Volume^ 
They beg^ in Novemher 17x0, and are carried down to the^ 
£q^ of 7tt/« 1 7 1 1 . They are written in Defence of the nei» < 
^^inilhatioii, and the narticjiW Revolutions at Court., whichr 
m mtrodbiced fhe Eaii of OxFoxBt.,aad had diij^lacFd th« 
£vl of God oiiP B I N imd liis Friends. 

b 3 MA2f^ 
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Makt of SwiFt'9 Examhurs are perCbnaUy aimed «t Use 
General [Duke of M A R L 8 o & o v G h}. In a free Country, the 
Power of a General is always to be reared : Tbe greater- his 
Military Capacity, or the more fiiccersfiil his Arms, in the 

g eater Danger are the Liberties of the People. Oti this 
axim Swift proceeded; and while he uas writing in r>e* 
fence of the Commonwealth, he had an Opportunity of" gi- 
ving a Loofe to his own Severity of which tie Houfe of Pride, 
and feverat other Allegorical Efhys are very fpirited £x* 
amples. 

Hut the Animadvedions on thefe Papers muft be cnt (hotrt. 
The prelhit Times, and the Honour due to many noble F*^-^ 
jmilies deleended from the Peribns mentioned . itk the Examine 
. ers, ^2kt it necedary to ^ake as (light Notice as pofCble even 
of the ^wittieft Paflages in them ; bccanfe many of thoft Pai^ 
fages arife from penonal ReflexioAS> or Party>farcafins« Jn 
general, the (^veral Pcnnts relating . ta the National Jbcbt, 
(alas, how' incrcafed (ince the Year 1710 f) the too long 
Continuance of the War, apd other pubUck Toptcks of 
Complaint, are melancholy Truths,, X^^y ^aaung the Pen 
©fa Man who loves hh Country. 

■' S*wrFT, a Man of violent Faffions waS, in coiUequence of 
the(e Paflions,. violent in his Party ; but as hi^ Capacity and 
Renins were (6 extraordinary and cxtenfive. even his Party- 
wrttitigs carry with them Dignity and In(!ruOion: and in 
that Light th<^reading the Examiners is recommended; where 
may be found a nervous Styled a cfear Di£lio^ and great 
Knowledge of the true landed Intereft of Engfani: 

The sixth VOLUME contains (uch a Mixture of 
Vcrft, Profc, Politicks, Similies, Wit^ Trifles, and polite Con- 
verCation, that it is not eaiy to know in what Manner to 
Irfcat it ; ' or wha^ particular Part to recommend. The two 
Letters from the Earl of PEfER borough to Mr. Pope, 
are excellent in their Kind. Thole of the Dean and of Mr. 
Pope, have much lefs Merit, or at lead, are much lefs agree- 
iKit\ At the Time when he wrt>te thoi^ two Letters^ he had 
hiiiigtij> His ^Helmet- and his^ucjiler, and was retired to his 
Plough 'and his Wheelbarrow; wearied with Coucts and dii^ 
guAed with Statefmen. 

THE fttblkk Sftrit of the JFhigs, is a Pamphlet in anfwet 
to the Crids, wriuen by Sir Richard Steele, but it con- 
t^fis (iich acute Satire againft the Nob}Hty of Scotland^ 
that in- an Advertisement prmted befbre it, we are told, ** All 
*' the Scots Lerds then in^ honSon went in a Bod^ to comphiii 
"^ againft %he Author, and the Confeqnen^ie of that Complaint 
*^v/u a Proclteration, oflbring a Reward of 300 /. to difcw» 
•» VcF'ljiiW'* "-I^ was written in. the Year 1712, by the Cbn- 
eat, if oot the iijicoufagement of tibe -Mmilhrof that .£ra. 
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h the Stjle andCoiidiUi, it was one of -thft^Usft* u w«|| 
as ooe of die mo'fi, maAerly Tra^s U^ 8w(f jr «rcr 

wote, ' , , 

AN Advice ofered fa /i^^ ,Mmh€rs of the 0<toibpr C/«fc 
«as«-ritten in X7ix» and is (o applicable, to tk^C particulaf 
Time, that there is no Occafion ^ make any AnUnadveriioos 
opon it. From poUtical Tra^ the true Hift<^y of EngUni 
is to be deduced, and if Fof cigners were to enter into that 
Branch of Rcatfing^. they might frame a more diitind Notiom 
of our Legiflature, and of our Mannerjs, than frona mofe Ut 
l>oored and connefled Accounts of opr'ConlUtutioa. , 

Th£ other Pieces in this. Volume, except ThfRemerh M| 
the Bamtr'triaty, are pot thought fufficiently ftrilung to^ det 
ferve much Notice. Some of tl>emr are tne Miofttiffimaf d 
SwiFT^ Writings, which, it is beliped, lie would ifr^rot 
hxe pttbliflied, fond as he was of feeing ^is'Works iaJPri&t» 
if he had been in the full Vigour of bis Undcrftasding, or 
had conlidered, that thofe kin J of TriHes, which are weak 
» Feathers, in iupportijig a Reputation, arc heavy as l«ead 
in deprefliog it. 

Th£ seventh volume contains Swift's epifio; 
^T Correfpondence from the Yeajr 17x4 to t^e Year 17 9 7* 
It is an acknowledged Obfervation, ^ that no Part of an Au* 
^r's Writings give a greater In(j|^t into hia natmal X>ii{x>6- 
tioa, than his Letters, eipeciajly whe^ written with >¥wQ* 
dom and Sincerity. 

The Manners and Opinions of t^fe Pcrfbns with whom 
he corresponded, are. in every Rc/peO lb blended with hia 
o^'n, as not to be eafily (cparated ; and in fiich a kind of um« 
^Vicw, they will mutually refled Light on each other. T« 
& young Gentleman entering jnto the World ,the Subjefi may 

rvc 6f particular Importaiice^ as. It may guide him not only 
/be Choi<;e of bis Correfpondcnts, but in his Manner of 
vnYingto them. 

In olicufTing this Volume of Swift's Letters, there k n» 
fmall Dificu}ty. General Crtticifms will be attended with 
Ohfcurity ; and it would be tedious to confider them in theiv 
exaft Order. The Review therefore (hail be confined to what 
f«ms to defcrve Attention. To bcgm then with the Letters 
^at pafled between Dr. SwxFT and Mr. Pope. The Cor- 
Kipondence had commenced in ;i very early Fart of Mr. 
^opE*s Life, ajTO was carried on with fcarce any .Interruption 
from the Death of the ^Jucen. If Mr. Popk may be judged 
''ffrbm hi^ Works» ^is chief. Aim was' to ^c eilcemcd a 
Man of Virtue. Hls%ettefs are written, in that Style. Hit 
'3ft Vohunes are all of the moral Kind. . He has avoided 
trifles, aiid con^quently has efcaped a Rock which has pro- 
ved very injurious to iYfiiJ^ Reputation. He has given hi« 

Xmaginatioa 



IniglAalfott- fto ^.Sc6{>e, an^ 'yet has pr^ctvedi perj^tual 
G«*rd f]^ his Cdtuhid.- The Conftiradtm othii Sody and 
Mind might early incline hiin .to Habits of Caution and Re- 
(kvfti mi^ntitrs were delicate, iify land engaging; and 
Ke trbaeed his Friends wItR a PeAiteiitfis that charmed, and a 
GeRerofity that, was mndi ib his Hbnonr. Ever^r Gueft vi'^as 
made happy inthin his Doors» Pkaiiire dwelt under his 
Ro6f, and Elegance prefided at his Table. Or. Svi^t was 
Af a diiferent Gi&thtiott : To his DonreiHcks he was paC- 
fionate rind drnil^, to his Equals and Superiors rather an en* 
td-taining than defirable Companion. Hfe ^Id a Story in an 
Hdiikirabte Manner : hi^ Sentences were Short and.perfpicuouiu 
his Obiervationi were piercing. He Was, perhap^y as he fsdi ^ 
Ibimielf, too prptid to ht vain. %^en nc was polite. It 
kns m a- Manner entirely his own. in his Friendihips he 
was eonOi^nt dhd undi^ifed. He Was the fame m his £a* 
Itiities. ' He generally (poke as he thought In all Companies^ 
«ad at all Times. 

• KoTWiTKstANbikb die Difffmilitude' of Minds and 
Manners which was . apparent between thefe two great Men, 
^ the fame Sort bf FHendihtp feems tdhave Abfijled be^ 
t^en tlxem, as l^twebi Vmoi and'|f<>^AC£. The m\|« 
ttid Afiedidn of .the two Engltjb Focts appears throu^hou^ 
dicit "Works .\ And t!^tr'thtc the kcport very bduftnoufly 
^^t6adt ^d not without IbmC Degree ofSucce^, cannot avoid 
being taken notice pf f **, That the Friendfiup between Swift 
•* and Pope tt^as not (8 firm and perfe^ at the latter End 
'• as at the Beginning of their Lives," On Dr. Swift*s 
SSde, '&ys LordORRE&Y, he is certain it remained unalter- 
able. 'Nor' did it appear Icfs fervent on the Side of Mr, 
Fo^e; Theii' Letters are the befl Evidence to determine thc- 
Donbt. In ohe of SwiPtV latefl Letters to his jLord/hip. 
he fav^, *• When yoif fee my dear Friend Pope, tcU lan\ I 
** wiU anfwer his Letter ibon;. I love him above all the reft 
^ of Mankmd.^' He adds, that in his long Corred>ondence 
Irith Mr. Pope, fie ftarce ever received the leaft Billet from 
Mm, without the kindeft Mention of Dr. Swift ; and the 
tendered Anxiety for his Health ; Co th^t the Friendflii^ and. 
Affe^Hon of SwiFT and Pope iiibfif!ed as entire and unmter- 
fupted is their Friends cotild wifii, or their Enemies regret* . 
- In alf SwrFT's 'W'Htiiigs will ^e foua^ tgis own peculiiar 
Vein of Humour. The fame Liberty of £xpre(Gon wouht 
have been improper and ahliird in any other Writer, but it 
produced the Cofitequences which he Selhvd. His (eeming 
Arrogance gained hiih more Favour, than the Humility ana 
i<l«£d Benevolence of others, ijis Rullery' and Freedom 
of Cenfure, are conveyed in a Manner more prevalent, and 
^haps oft«a mote agreeable, ' (han Flattery. He ieldom 

praiied, 



oft. JONATHAN SWIFT. xxv 

Micd, but wlio* Merit wm con^toioBs. A linglc Stmke of 

lis iPcn fkaied mofc, and gave more Honour, Chan a loi^ 

Attetipg J>e<iicatioa from any other Author. His Style was 

maftoly, corre^ and Arong : Never diffbiaTe, yet alwayi 

dear ; and if we coniider it ^ compariibn with bis Pre^ceflbrs, 

heiias outdone them all, and is one* perhaps the Chief, 

<2f thofe few fcka ^Mglkfit 'Writers, who have exceUed in & 

k{;ance and Propriety of Language. But he is no^ intitkd 

akioe to the Olive Garland. He has had his Coadjutors in 

the Vidory. The Triumvirate, to whom we owe an 

Elegance and Propriety unknown to our Forefathers, ai«^ 

5viFT, Addison, andfioi.ivoBAojLE^ At the Sight of 

£icb Names no Diftute cap «riie in preferring the iMgU/b 

llodems to the Eng^ Aotieuts: The prdicnt Century, and 

ifidecd all future Generatieas may be congratulated upon th^ 

Ac^iiiition of three iuch Men. 

THI.OVGHOVT his various Cerw^ondcnce may bediice* 
vered very (fax>ng Marks of an anxious, beoevoknt Friend; 
And the Mifanthropc is often loft in the good-natored Ma». 
His lM%tts to Cat, and thole to Pr. ShkxioAN in the 
dglith Volume, confirm this Opinion. The Letter^ fron 
LordfioLiKQBXOKE, which are iulircted is this* Collection, 
art written with an Elcgancsf rand PoUt«Biers» that' diflingaiik 
them izom »U the r^ : We Jkt th«E were not intended fbe 
ibePkels. Biit.hQW:yiW#'iiir« thcmeft cutlefi Stsokei 
fiom filch a Pen ? .« . I ' ]• . 

• Cay's JLcttcss h|ye notitlng in them flriMftg or recom* 
ueadaloiy. His Seiftimeats tre tfaoie of an honeft^ indolent; 
good-natured Man. He loved Sw'itT to a* Degree of' Vene- 
ntioo, and the- Friend^p was retiinied: with gitat' Sincerity; 

At the latter £nd of the SEYEl^TH VOLUME is i 
Pamphlet* written 'm the Year 1714, Intidedi FivejfibMf^/s en 
ihepefint SWe tfJjfdrs, JJaed Okxmxy adviAs hii floor hi 
tbefe Words : >^n you have read it. BiffttumpefcehMhnt. 

Thb eighth volume begins witk JDtrffffl^iii i» 
SfrvMtSi which TraA is wfieoifbed. A Preface land Dedica^ 
tion were ^o have been added to it. The EacL of Q&kwt, 
Iq one of his Letters, fays. He thinkSfit was tiot puUifheA 
till after the Dean's Death ; . but that he remembers the Ma- 
nuicript banded about, and much applauded, in his Lifettme. 
To fay what can be offered in its Favour : The Trib£k is 
written in. ib facetious a kind of Ipw Humour, that it muA 
plcafe many Readers : Nor is it without iome Degree of Me4 
rit, by pointing out w^h an amazing Exa^hiefs (and what in 
a lefs trivial (Jaie mud ha>e been, called Judgment): the 
Faults, B l un ders, Tricl^, Lies and various- Knaveries-.of do-* 
mcfh'ck Servants. How much Time m^d h4v<% been * €ia^ 
ployed in putting together iuch a Work ? What an Intense- 

^ . . . ncfr 
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ne&'of Thottj^C moftlimbMM befiowed, um>iltlit'lMiBll< 
•ad mod flavi0i Soenes of Life f It is one of tbofe CompoH^ 
tioiiSk tiiAt the utmdft Strength of Wit can icatce liiftain fhont 
ijakitig. A Man of Swi:!ft's «Kiltcfd GeoiiiS) ou^t con* 
ibntljF to havr Ibaivd iniiigfaep Regions. -It is to ht wSdied 
!lU- Thoaefats luul tajLcn anDtber Tttm. Pbor Sw i f t ? why 
did he fiut below biiafilf, beftre he wts dejpiived of Reafen f 
X^et ham be foi^vvA thar Brror, and a Vail of ObiWioA 
drawn over ceittia Ewwefhrnrcs of Wit and: Httttonr ; he 
wiU,then be admired, u an Honour to the PHblidc, and n... 
Scoui;ge to alL tlie Knaves and Fbolt of faU Time. 
. Tki Piun^let winch fbUowk the Dk-iffhus to Servants, i% 
intilled. Retf$fa hmily tjfired » tU ParUamtnt of Itthni^ 
f9t. riguhng HitS9qra*iiaalT$fi H fgwuwr oftbtC^boticks. 
•.This Tsa& Is wtittpn nndfertlM aftMMd Chftraaer <^a Rrnum • 
Catholick by whidi Means the Aathot attAdLs his Adverfis 
aiel wiifa^a arenr Advahotq^. The fif«ateft- Ait, and the 
Itetnall Strokei of Irony dUjilay diknif^vts ^iiroiig|hout tfab 
xhOle Oompolitte j anA the O^ctafioH ^f H is drawn u^ 
fvidi ai Mixture tf ierions and ironiisal As|;Qtattita that ieem 
i» dc^nllUnd^ReftttttiQn. 

A»b hf^Moim^ u$mMLftikfM to fkubCkrif of B^ 

CAa^k6»,t»tmkBMttUltfTBiKl^ 
Swift's poUtinl Writings: 

..VttxT foMbit twplteni: 'n».flKI>iMs mtdJlf pt^ 
\mU by t^lSwiitTiM Mil^mmfydliikPeDtnim 
Rntes of fmnr^to nMdiJie coined himlUC jknthbtkftii 
the Pnblick nM|hi miOdtt it fyr a ^uAons, oT itaoOtfea: 
C'<^. llolen'Ira'Mtftioljr lv»]b hh oMe^ 
, THi fiteaffJMn« iniitlMl, Vtrjisf om tki Dtatl^ of Df< 
ffwirtx^. Miiqfbna^ fi|if fMhf H JMdudbi in R&6ltB»oir« 
e«Ui.i(>, ie a naoft tioitttid Act of flbrttlb. ll^M any of ' 
the iDbat&'ii f beibev liawt mons Wit; iior kfty of tiidto more 
fimlw.:' Jbii»ii^iHb'finnninibdtOMiftM'hk«4ilte 
Sitin :aiid fedb^: lit is «i falW MW; thol;^gK>ror 
JbigikJaf d IMfippofinMuyiF. ' .-. 

Tbx Redittndtrisf dl^s^ybfattttb* Ajrs Lo^d^R'lltkY. 
is ItioB a Garden owtF-nm wifh Dotlu and TIdftles, amon^ 
idiidh.lbme Roft-trees aecideutattymaKe iheti* Appearante. 
ne Beaoty of the Roles ^1 particaiarly appear in three 
SetttMna that «f«corioiis. 

n Tiirs .Volume condude^ witlkDr. S'#ilft''» JFiU, which; 
HlM all Ui other Writings, is drawm np in' his owfr pecoBar 
Minner; oven in Co ftrious a Gom|K)fi(son/lie cannot help in- 
ddging lihnfidf, in fcaviiig Legades tluit cany ^ith them sai- 

.: . • -Ait 

*' The lift md Cbara&tr of the JBUvtrtnd Dr, Swift, 
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iirirf' RaUiety asA Jt{k.^F«Mlknfr^s.^Mon goes ao firtlier. 
Thjc ninth volume ccotSBS, ibt Tale of a 2W; 

ik Batth $f thf So^s m St, Jamet'f Library; and fibf i^Vur* 

«if. 21^ J^^ sfa Tub Kas made much NoUe in the WorU. 

Itvasooeof Swift's carlieft PcrformanesSr and hat nerer 

keo aoeiUd in Wit and Spirit by his own or any odier Pen. 

ThtCea&KB that are pafled upon it atcTarious. The moft 
oateqd oFjvhich wereinoh asreflaaed i|pcn Dr. Sw^ft, 
ia the CharaAer of a Clorgjrman and a ChruKan. 

The beil, and, what is more eztraordinafy, the moft ie- 
lioQs Apology that can be ffiade lor tiio Author, wacvrittea 
byhimielf. and is dated June i, 1709, from which Time it 
has beea confhot^ printed in a prefatory Manner to the 
Work itlelf. In thas Apology Dr. Sw^ft candid^ acknpw- 
^^ " That there are •ftveral youthfut tallies, which, from 
*' ^ grave and the wile, may delerve a Rebuke.'* And 
fiirAer adds, •« That he will forftk his Lift, if any one O- 
" pinion can be deduced (wm the Book, whidi is contrary to 
" Mgion or Mottdity.'* '• 

THE Battle of the "^oih took its Mh from the Contro- 
wfir between Sir JVilUam Temple atod Mr. ffitton: a Contro* 
vtrfy which made much Noile, and employed many Pens, to- 
wards the ktter find of the iaft Century. This humorous 
Treatile is drawn up in an hcroick conalck Style, in which 
Swift, with great Wit and Spirit ^vcs the Via-ory to the- 
Conner. ' 

TH£ Framtnty or, u uifiourfi concerning the m^hantcal 
t^attan of the Spirit, is a Satu« againft Enthufiafm, and 
"ofc affeftcd Infpirations, which conftanCly begin in Folly, 
»i veiy oftcii end in Yice. 

. » • 

To coQclude this Accooot, we have (abjointd ft'.Co^ of a- 
^^teraddreiibd to tfao Printei^ bf the Duxxf n Journal,^ 
aw pibliAed in Ja«arr 1752* 

I have at laft fintflied, what yon have often heard me wift f 
nigiit be able to do, a M^nuihen^ !br the gr^ateft Geniua^ 
rfow Age, die hte Dean of S/. Patrkys^. The Thing in 
.itiyf is Imt a Trifle, but it is more than ever I flipuld have* 
^Qpted, had I not- with Indignation (een a Country ((<v 
^^«Kwed by the Birth of fo great a Man, and Co faith- 
% ferved by him all his Liie) & long and Co (hamefuU^ 
'^ligent in er^^ting ion>e Monument of Gratitude to his . 
Memory. Countries arc not wift^ i*^ fi>ch Ncglc£^ ; for they. 
Qort themfelver.- Men of Genius are encouraged to apply 
fWr Tabnts to tne Service of their Country, when they fte^ 
'^ft It Gratitude to the Memory of thofe that have deferviB^' 
*^ of them.— -It was with thk View, th«t I determined (q 
*row in my MHc, 

IK 



. Ik a fine Ltwn hdow my Houle, I have planted an Hip-Vj 
podrome. It is a circular Plancadon, confiftiiig of five Walks ; 
the Central of which is a HoHe Conrie, and three Round si 
slake exafUy a Mile. All the Lines are (b laid out, thac 1 
from the Center the fix Rows of Trees appear but one, and 
form 1 06 Arches round the Field; in the Center of wbicK I* 
have ereOied a Mount, and plaoed a Marble Column on its*! 
I^ioper ^edeClal, with all the rDecoratioos of the Order ; on 
the Summit of which I placed a Pegafiis, jnft (eeming to take • ! 
flight to Heaven 4 and. on the Dye of the Pedcfhd I have 
cnmved the following Inicription,' wrote by an ingeaioqs 
friend. 

' In'mmnam Jo K a than Swift S. T, P. vtrifine farK 

.Aonidum fontes aperis, divine poeta, 
I ^rte nova; dtncrtas pnpriis ut Prggfus aUs 

Soiwde domos : Memum Met tua fama columnd • 
^ Huk fttemori decus; hic^ tanti qua poffumus umhram 

J^omims in mentem, ficrerevocare quotannii 

Ludorum ritu Juvai^ biCji^Hbiftrvus bonorum 

Offertur eumuliit ; Uaidum fuo fine tuarum 

Copia claudatur qui qutrit, gentit lermt 

PfSorsfcrutetur^'latuniqueiMterrtget orbem» 1750. 

I have al(b appointed a finall Fund for annual Premiums to 
be di^buted in the Celebration of Games at the Monument 
yearly. The Ceremony is to laA three Days, beginning the 
fird of May yearly. On this Day, young plaids and Men in 
the Neighbourhood are to aflemble in this Hippodrome, with 
their Garlands and Chaplets of Flowers, and to dance round, 
the Monument, finging the Praiies of this ingenious Patriot, 
and ftiowiftg ^Mth Flowers all th^ Piace: After which they are 
to dance fot a. Prize; the beft. Pancer among Ae Maids is to 
he preiented'with a Cap and Ribbons; and, after the- Dance, 
the young. Men are to run Sot a Hat and Gloves. 
' The iecond Day, there is to be a large Market upon thd 
Iround: Anc(>the Girl who produces the fined Hank of Yam, 
tid the mod regular Reel and- Count, is to have a Guinea 
'remium; and the Per(bn who buys th^ greateft Quantity of 
Tarn is to have a Premium of two Guineas. 

The third Day, the Farmer who produces thebeft yearling 
Calf of his own breed, is to have ttro Guineas Premium ; 
and be that produces the faired Colt or Filly, of his own 
bVeed likewife, not ovCr two Years old, Ihall receive a Premi- 
um of .two Guineas aUb. — Thus the whole will not exceed 
ten Pounds, and all theie uleful Branches of our Growth and 
Manufa^hire will he 'encoura|;ed in remembering the Patron- 
libho with lb m'u^'Care and l^nderneis recommended them to. 
Others, and cherifhed them himiclf."- 1 am^ &c. * 
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Contefts and Diflenfions 
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NOBLES and the COMMONS in 
Athens and Rome-, with the Confequences 
they had upon both thbfe STATES, 



Si tibi vera videtur^ 
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CHAP. I. 

IT is agreed, that in all Government there is an 
. abfolute unlimited Power, which naturally and 
' originally feemeth. to be placed in the whole 
Body, where-ever the executive Part of it lies. This 
holds in the Body natural. For where-ever we place 
the Beginning of Motion, whether from the Head« 
or the Heart, or the animal Spirits in general, the 
Body moveth and a^eth by a Confent of all its Parts. 
This unlimited Power placed fundamentally in the 
Body of a People, *is what the bell Legiflators of all 
Vot. J. B Ages 
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Ages have endeavoured, in their feveral Schemes, 
Inftitutions of Government, to depoiite in fuch Hands 
as would preferve the People from Rapine and Op- 
preilion within, as well as Violence from without. 
Mod of them feem to agree in this ; that it was a. 
Truft too great to be committed to any one M^, or 
AfTembly i and therefore they left tli^ Right ftill in 
the whole Body ; l>ut the Adminifbation or executive 
Part, in the Hands of One, the Jvoy, or the Many .• 
Into which three Powers, all independent Bodies oJT 
Men feem naturally to divide. For by all I hjanre 
readof thofe innumerable and petty Commonwealths 
in Italy y Greece, and Sicily, as well as the great ones 
of Carthage and Rome; it feemcth to nae, that a firee 
People met together, whether by Compa^ or Famify 
Gtyiemment, as foon as they fall into any A6ls Of 
Civil Society, do, . of themfelves, . diviiie kito three 
Towers. The firfl is, that of fome one eminent Sj^ 
rit, who having iignalized . his Valour, and Fortune 
in Defence of- his Country, or by the Praftice of* po- 
pular Arts at Home, becometh to have great Influ- 
ence on the People, to grow their Lea.der in warlike 
Expeditions, and to ^reiide, after a fort^ in their 
Civil Aflbmblies : And this, is grounded upon the Prin- 
ciples of Nature and common. Reafon, which in all 
Difficulties and Dangers, where Prudence or Courage 
is required, do rather incite us to. fly/for Counfel or 
Affiftance to a fmgle Perfbn than a Multitude. The 
fecond natural Divilion of Power, is offuchMenwhe 
have acquired Urge Poffeffions, and confequently De* 
pendencies, or defcend from Anceftors, who have. left 
them great Inheritances, together with an Hereditafy 
Authority: Thefe eafily uniting in Thoughts axid 
-Opinions, and adUng in Concert,.begin to enter upon 
Meafures for fecuring their Properties; which afe 
bed upheld by preparing againfl Invafions from a- 
'broad, and maintaining Peace at home. This coin- 
mences a great Council, or Senate of Nobles for the 
weighty Affairs of the Nation. The laft Divifion is 
of the Mafs, or Body of the People; whofc Part of 

- ; Power 
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Poweris great, and undifpatable, whenever they ca 
unite either coUefUvely, or by Deputation to exert it. 
Now the three Forms of Government, fo generally 
bown in the Schools, differ only by the Civil Admi- 
fiillration being placed in the Hands of One, or fome- 
toes'Two, {as in Sparta) who were called Kingii or 
ifl a Senate, who "were called the Nobies ; or in the 
People CoUeflive or Reprefentative, who may be cal- 
led the Commons : Each of thefe had frequently the 
executive. Power in Greece, and fometimes in Rome: 
Bat the Power in the laflRefort, was always meant 
by Legiflators to be held in Balance among all Three. 
And it will be an eternal Rule, in Politics, among 
cveiy free People, that there is a Balance of Power 
ta be carefully held by every State within itfelf, as 
well as among feveral States with each other. 

The true Meaning of a Balance of Power, either 
withput, or within a State, is beft conceived by con- 
fidering what the Nature of a Balance is. It fup- 
pofes three Things. Firft, the Part which is held, 
together with the Hand that holdeth it ; and then the 
two Scales, with whatever is weighed therein. No\v 
confider feveral States in a Neighoourhood : In order 
to preferve Peace between thefe States, it is neceffary 
w^ey (hould be formed into a Balance, whereof ona 
or more are. to be Diredlors, who afe to divide the 
fell into equal Scales, and upon Occafions remove 
from one into the other, or elfe fall with their own 
^eightinto the lighted : So, in a State within itfelf, 
wic Balance inuft be held by a third Hand, who is to^ 
?cal the remaining Power with the utmoft Exadnefs 
into each Scale. Now it is not neceffary, that the 
Power Ihould be equally divided between thefe three ; 
^r the Balance maybe held by the Weakeft, who, 
"y his Addreis and Condud, removing from either 
"^le, and adding of his own, may keep tlie Scales 
^^ poifed. Such was that of the two Kings of 
^Ma ; the^Confular Power in Rome ; that of the 
^gs oi Media before the ^Qign. oi Cjrusy as repre- 

B 2 fented 
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fented by Xenophon ; and that of the feveral limitec^ 
States in the Gothic InfHtutions. 

When the Balance is brokej whether bjr-the Ne^ 
gligence. Folly/ or Weaknefs of the Hand that hel<i 
It, or by mighty Weights fallen into either Scale ; the 
Power will never continue long in equal Divifion be- 
t^^'een the two remaining Parties, but [until the Ba— 
lahce is fixed anew) will run entirely into one. This 
gives the trueft Account of what is underftood in the 
moft antient and; approved Gnek Authors, by the" 
Word Tyranny ; which is not meant for the feizing of 
the uncontrouicd, or abfolute Power into the Hands 
of a fingle Perfbn, (as many fuperficial Men have 
grofsly midaken) ; but for the breaking of the Balance 
by whatever Hand, and leaving the Power wholly ia 
one Scale. For Tyrant^ and U/urpafion in a State, 
are by no Means confined to any Number, as might 
eafily appear from Examplfes enough ; and, becaufe 
the Point is material, I fliall' cite a few to prove it. 
• The Romans, having fent %o,4ibenis^ and the Greek 
Cities of /m^', fbr the" Copies of the 
Dicjjyf. beft Laws, cliofe ten Legiflators to put 

Hal, L ro. them into Form ; and, during the. Ex- 
ercife of tHeir Office, fufpehded the 
Conlular Power, leaving <he Admihiftration of Affairs 
HI their Hands. Thele very Men, although chofen 
for fuch a Work, as the digefting a Body of Laws 
"for the Government of a free State, did immediately 
ufurp arbitrary Power, ran into all the Forms of if,' 
had their Guards and Spies,, after the Praftice of 
the Tyrants of thofe Ages ; affefted Kingly State, 
deftroyed the Nobles, and oppre^ed the People ; one 
' of them proceeding fo far as to endeavour to force a 
Lady of great Virtue ; the very Crime which' gave 
Occafion to the Expulfion of the Regal Power but 
fixty Years before, as this Attempt did to that of the 
DicdTnnjiri, 

1'he Ephori in Sparta were at firft only certain 
Perfons deputed by the King to judge in Civil Mat- 
ters, while 7h^ were employed in the Wars; T-hefe 

• - Men, 
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Hen, at feveral times, nfurped the abfolute: Aatho* 
lit^, and were as cruel Tyrants as any in their Age« 

Soon after the unfortunate Expedi- 
tbn into Sicily y the Athenians chofe ThucyJ. iih» 8. 
four hundred Men for Adminidra- 
doo of AfTairSy who became a Body of Tyrants, and 
were called, in the Language of thofe Ages, an O//- 
loTchyy or Tyranny of the Fipw 4 under which hateful 
Deoominatioii, they were foon after dep(^ed in great 
lUge by the People. 

When Athens was fubdued by Zy- Xenoph. de 
Jaader, he appointed thirty Men for Rebus Grac, 
the Adminifbation of that city, who 
immediately fell into the rankeft Tyranny : But this 
was not all : For conceiving their Power not founded, 
on a Bafis large enough, they admitted three thou- 
iand into a Share of the Government j and thus for- 
^fied, became the crueleft Tyranny upon Record. 
They murdered, in cold Blood, great Numbers of the. . 
beft Men, without any Provocation ; from the mere 
Lttft of Cruelty, like Nero, or Caligula, This was. 
fach a Number of Tyrants together, as ampunted to - 
near a third Part of the whole city. 
For Xenophott telleth us, that the city Memorah. . 
contained about ten thoufand Houfes, lib, .3. 
and allowing oneMan to every Houfe, . 
who could have any. Share in the Government, (the 
wft confifting of Women, Children, and Servants) and 
making other obvious Abatements ; thefe Tyrants, if 
they had been careful to adhere together, might have 
^n a Majority even of the People Colledive. 

Jn the Time of the fecond Punic 
^ar, the Balance of Power in Car* Polyh, Frag, 
ihag$ was got on the Side of the lik 6. . 
People, and this to a Degree, that 
ibme Authors reckon the Government to'have been 
Aen among them a Domnatio Plebis, or Tyranny of the 
(Commons, which, it feems, they were at all Times apt 
to fall into, and was at lad among the Caufes that 

B 3 ruined:: 
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ruined their State : And the freqaent Murders of theip 
, Generals, which Diodoms telleth us^ 

Lib. 20. was grown to an eftablifhed Cuftom a- 

mong them, may be another InHance 
that Tyranny is not confined to Numbers. 
- I SHALL mention but one Example more among a. 
great Number that might be produced ; it is related 

by the Author laft cited. The Orators 
Lib. i5» of the People at Argos^ (whether yoxL 

willdyle them in modern Phrafe, Great 
Speakers in the Houfa, or only in general,. Reprefenta- 
tives of the People GoUedtive) ftirred up the Com-^ 
1^0 Ns againfl the Nobles; of whom i6oo were 
murdered at once ; and, at laft, the Orators th^- 
(elves, becaufe they left ofF their Accufation ; OT%ggK 
ipeak intelligibly, becaufe they fuithdrenv their Tm^^ 
peacbments i having, it feemeth, raifed a Spirit they 
were not able to lay. And this lafl Circumfiance, as 
Cafes have lately flood, may perhaps be worth noting.* 
From what hath been already ad vanced^ &veraL 
Conclufions may be drawn. 

FiRst, T^at amixt Government, partaking of the 
known Forms rdceived in the Schools, is by no Means 
of Gothic Invention, but hath Place in Nature and 
Reafbn ; feemeth^ very well to agree with the Senti- 
ments of mofi: Legiflators, and to have been followed 
in moft States, whether they have appeared undei" the 
Name of Monarchies, Ariftocracies, or Democracies., 
For, not to mention the feveral Republicks of this 
Compofition in Gaui and Germany ^ defcribed by Qefar 
and Tacitus ; Folybius telleth us, the bell Government 

is that which confifteth of three Forms, 
Frag, iih, 6* Regno, Optimatium, et Populi Imperioi. 

Which may be fairly tranflated, the 
KingSy Lords, and Commons. - Such was that of Sparta, . 
in its primitive Ihftitution by Lycurgus y who obfervine 
the Corruptions, and Depravations to which every of 
thefe were fubjeft, compounded his Schemeout of all ; 
fo that it was made up o£ Reges, Seniores, ef Popuius^ 
Such alfo was the State of R^me, under its Confuls : 

X And 
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hd the-Aathor telleth as, that the Romans fell iipoa. 
t&i$ Model. purely by Chance, [which I take to have. 
been Nature and common Reaibn) but the Sfartani by ^ 
Thought, and Defign. And fuch at Carthage was tbp 
^mma 'R$ipubUc€e^ or Power in the laft 
Jdbrti for they had their Kings called Iditn ih^ 

^uffetesy and a Senate which had the ^ 

Power o£ Nohles^ and the Fei^le had a. Share eftablilh*. 

ftftoo.. ' ; 

Secondly, It will follow. That thofeReaibners*. 
who employ fo much of their Zeal, their Wit, and 
their Leifure for the upholding the Balance of Power 
in ChrifiendGm^ at the fame time that by their Practices 
tfiey are endeavouring to deflroy it at home, are not 
iuch mighty Patriots, or fo much in the tnie Intereft oT 
tteir Country, as they would affeft to be thought ; but, 
ieem to be employed like a Man, who pulleth down, 
widi his Right Hand what he hath been building- 
with his Left. 

Thirdly, This maketh appear the Error of thofe,^ 
wlio think it an uncontroulable Maxim, [ that Power is. 
always fafer lodged in many Hands thau in one., 
For, if thefe many Hands be made up, only (ronv 
one of the three Divifions before mentioned 5 1ft is. 
plain from thofe Examples already produced, and eafy' 
^ be paralleled in other Ages and Countries, th^t, 
Q^ey are as capable of cnflaving the Nation, and of 
afting all Manner o{ Tyranny and OppreJ^on, as ii is' 
poffible for a fmgle Perfon to be ; alUiough we fhould 
luppofe their Number not only to be of four or five, 
hundred, but above three thoufand. 

Again,* It is manifeft from what hath been iaid, 
tHat in order to preferve the Balance in a mixed State,, 
tfte Limits of Ppwer depofited with each Party ought 
to be afcertained, and generally known. The De- 
rcfts of this is the Caufe that introduces thofe Strug- 
glings in a State about Pr^ro^tf//'v^ and Liberty, about; 
Encroachments of the Feiv upon the Rights of th^ 
Maay, and of the Many upon the Privileges of the 
f^ i which ever did^ and ever will conclude iii a 

Tyranny i 
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Tyranny ; firft, either of the FIpw, or the Man/, but 
at laft infallibly of a fingle Perfon. For, whidk ever 
of the three Divifions in a State is npon the Scramble 
for more Power than its own, (as one or odier oT. 
them generally, is) unlefs due Cajc be taken by the 
oAer Two; upon every new Queftion diat arifes, they. 
will be fore to decide in Favour of themfelves, talk 
much of inherent Right ; they will riouriifh up a dor- 
mant Power, and referve Privileges ii^ petto^ to exert 
Upon Occaiions, to ferve Expedients,* arfd to urge up- 
on Neceffities. They will make large Demands, and 
fcanty Conceffions, ever coming ofFconfiderable Gain- 
ers : Thus at length the Balance is broke and Tyranny 
let in ; from which Door of the Three it matters not. 

To pretend to a deciarati've Right upon any Occa-- 
fion whatever, is litde lefs than to make ufe of the 
whole Power; that is, to declare an Opinion to be 
Law, which h&th always been conteded, or peyhaps 
never ilarted before fuch an Incident brought it on the 
Stage. Not to confent to the enadting of fuch a Law, 
which hath no View befides the general Good, unlefs 
anothe)* Law fhall at the fame time pafs with no other 
View, but that of advancing the Power of one Party 
alone ; what is this, but to claim a poiitive Voice as 
Well as ai negative ? To pretend that great Changes 
and Alienations of Property have created new and 
great Dependencies, and confequently new Additions 
of Power, as fome Reafoners have done, is a moft 
dangerous Tenet: If Dominion muft follow Property,. 
Ifet it follow in the fame Pace : For Changes in Pro- 
perty through the Bulk of a Nation make (Tpw March- 
es, and its due Power always attends it. To con- 
dude, that whatever Attempt is begun by an AfTem- 
bly, ought to be purfued to the End, without regard 
to the greateft Incidents that may happen to alter the 
Cafe ; to count it mean, and below the Digniiy of a 
Houfe^ fo quit a Profecution; to refolve.upon a^on*- 
clufion, before it Is poffible to be apprifed of die Pre- 
miflcs. To z,t\ thus, I fay, is to affeft not only ab- 
folttte Power, but Infallibility too. Yet fuch unac- 
countable 
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^ conntable Proceedings as thefe have popular A&mi 
blies engaged in^ for. want of fixing the du^ Limici 
of Power and Pri'vihge, , ' - - 

Grs AT Changes may, indeed> be 9iade in a Go'n 
remment, yet the. Form continue, and iheB^nce be 
kid ; but laige Intervals of Time muft pafs between 
every fuch Innovation, enough to q^elt down, and 
make, it of a . piece with the Conditution . S ^ch we are 
told were the Proceedings of Solon^ when he modelled 
anew the Athenian Commonwealth. And what Con^^ 
Fulfions in our own, as weli.as other States, have 
Been bred by a .Negled of this Role,^ b^frefh and no*^ 
torious enough.: It is ,top foon^ in-^U^CoBfcience,. ta. 
repeat this Error again. 

Having ftewn that there is, a natnral Balance of 
Power in all free States^ and how it hath been divided^ 
ibmetimes b^ the People tfaemfelves, as in Rome ;. at 
otherjs by the Inilitutions of the Legiflators, as in the 
ieveral States pi Greece and Sicily i The nextThing ja 
to examine what Methods have been taken to^bre^ or 
overcrow this Balance j which every one of th^ three 
Parties hath continually endeavoured, as Opportunities- 
have ferved; as might appear from the Stories of moft 
Ages and Countries. »For, abfolute Power in a parti- 
cular Stat^ is of the fame Nature vith unjverfal Mo^*. 
narchy in feveral States adjoining to each other. So 
endlefs and exorbitant are dhe Deiires of Men, whether 
confidered in their Perfons or their States, that they 
^iU grafp at, all,- and can form no Scheme of perfedk 
Happiuefs with lefs . Ever iince Men have, been united 
ifitq GoveriVsients, the Hopes and Endeavours afc^p' 
Qoiverfal Monarchy have been bandied among them^ 
from the Reign of Vinus^ to this of the Moji Cbrijiian 
^ng: In which Purfuits Gommon wealths have- had 
tbeir Share, as well as Monarchs : So the Athenians^ 
the ^^artansy the Thehansy and the Acbaians did feve- 
ral Times aim at the univgrial Monarchy of Greece .• 
^Q the Commonwealths 6£ Carthage sind Rome, aiFedled 
the univerfal Monarchy of the then known World. la 
^ike Manner hath abioiutQ Power been pur{ued by the- 

feveral 
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feveral Parties of estch paitkrular State; wherein fingle^ 
PeHbns liave-iiiet.wid& moft Succefs, althpu^h the En— 
deavours of the. Few and the M/uiy have been frequent 
enodgh : Yet, being neither fomiiform in their Behgbs^ 
»or ibdired in their Views, they neither coqW manage 
nor maintain the Power they had got j but .were ever 
deceived by the Popularity, and. Ambition of feme 
fingle Perfon. So that it will be always a wrong Step 
in Policy, for the Nobiesy or Connnons^ to carry their . 
Endeavours after Power fo far, as to overthrow the 
Balance: And it would be enough to damp their - 
Warmth in filch Ptirfiiits, if they could once i-efteft, that 
jii fuch a Cd«ide.th^ will be fore fo run upon the very 
Rock that they meant to avoid ; which I fuppofe theyr 
would have us think, is-theTyrknny of a iingle PeHbn. 
. Many Examples might be produced of Uie Endea- - 
tours from each of thefe three Rivals after abfolute 
Power: But I (hall fuit my Diicourfe to the Tipe I 
am wridng it $ and relate onl^ fuch' Diflenfions iiu 
Greece and Romey between the Nobles aiid Commdns, . 
with the Consequences of theni, wherein the latter 
Were the AggreHbr^. 

• I sRAtL begin with Greece, inhere niy Obfervations 
fhall be eonfined to Athens i although feveral Inftances 
anight be brought from other States thereof 
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Of the Diflenfions i» Athens between the 
Few and the M^ny. 

THESEUS is the Firft, who is recorded with 
any Appearance of "truth to have brought the. 
Grecians from a barbarous Manner of Life, amons 
fcattered Villages, intb Cities ; and to have eftablilhed 
the popular State in Athens, affigning to himfelf the 
Guardiajulhip of the Laws, and chief Command in 
War- He wa« forcfcd, after fome Time to leave the; 

Atbmans. 
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Jtlem^ms to their omi M^afuf^ upon :accoiiiit of 
tbdr iedltious Temper, M^iich erer conlihued with 
Ikm until the final. Difickliltion of their GovemmeiiC 
by the Romans, It feems* 'the Gonntry aboat Jitit^ 
vas the n^oft.banren qf an/ in Grtee^ ;> throng which^ 
Jifeans, it happeni^ that the .Nadres^vfeis never ex^'^ 
pelled by the Fury of Ji^v^dersy .(who thoaght it not 
worth a Conqudl) bat continued alws^ Jhoti^nai 
and therefore r^tained^ through -all Revclmionsr a 
Tindure of that turbulent S}$irit !«vherewit]i their Go- 
vernment began. Thislnftitutioii of ThrfeMs appbaretk 
to have been rather a Sort of mixed Monarchy t\aA 
a popular Sfate ; and for otight we Icndw, might oon- 
tiiiue fo during, the Series of Kings, untii the Death oF 
-Csdms, From this laft Prince, ^olon was faid to be 
defcended ; who finding the People engaged in twO 
violent Faxons, of the Poor and the Rich, and 
in great Confufipn thereupon ; refufibgthe Monarchy 
which was df^et^A him, Chofe rather to caft the Gt)« 
veriunent after another Mpdjel, wherein he 'made due 
Provificm for fettling ^e Balaiice of Power, chufing a 
Senate of four hundred, m&\ diipofing the Magi&a* 
icies, and Offices, ac$:o|:dipg tO Mens £ftates; lea\|ing 
to the Multitude their Votes in eleding,. and^e Power 
of judging certain Procefles by Appeal. ■ This Council 
pf four hundred was c^pfen, a hundred out of each 
Tribe ; and (eeinethitQ h^ve oeen' a Rody Repreienta^ 
tive of the People ; ahtho^gh the Pbople CblleSive re<^ 
ferved a Share <9f Power xq themfdves. It is a Point 
ofHiibry perplexed .^oughj bu£ thus much iscertain^ 
that thiq Balance of Power was prbvidcd for,«yeF//j* 
firatui, (called by Autjiprs the Tyrant of » 

Mens) co^ifi never have^ goverptfd . fo Hirodoi^ 
peaceably as he did, without changing any Uh, u . 
of Solon's Laws, Thefe &veral Powra 
together wi^ that of thi^, Jrcim^i or chief: Magi Arate, 
made up th^ For^i'of Gov^nnusnt.in AtbetUy at what 
Time it began to s^ppear upon .the Scene of A£tioa 
4nd Story, u . - -.. \ i : - > . 
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"; TBE:&ilgreatMatibi%d<ipninder thii Inftitution 
twsa Mikiadesy who Hved about nibety Years after 
iSploH.i awd is rcckoned'to have beeii the firft great Ca.- 
f>taih net ooly of uf/i^»i, Ixtt <rf- al!<?rrfi^. ' From tHe 
iTixtve ^MihiaJes to thfit:of l^^d^wnr, ivho . is- looked 
4]pon as the hiflfamoos (General iof Athens t-^re'^out 
Due hundred and thir^ Years : After "which they 
.werc'fobduedand mfulted by JUx€auler*s 'Captattrs, 
zxA continued under feveral Revohittons, a fina£L 
Irucklin^ State of no Na^itie, or Reputation, until 
jtheyieHwith ihe reft of G/v^cv under the Power oF 
the Ronumu 

- During this Period from' 'M/AW« "to ^hmon^ I 
Ihall trdce the Conduft of the*u*«^»?iwj, whhRelatioii 
to their DiiTeniionsbetWeen-the People andfome of 
their Ge n e a ax s ; who at that Time, by their Power 
And Credit in the Army^ in a warlike Commonwealth, 
and often ^pported "hj each other, were, with the 
Magilh-fltcsand other Civil OflScers, a Sort of Codn- 
teHpoife to the Power .of the Peoj^, who •fince the 
Death of ^Woffy liad already lAade great Elicroach^ 
ments. AVhat thefe Biflb^ions were, -how founded; 
and what the Coniequehces of them, I (hall briefl^r 
and impardatly relate. 

i MUST here. premife,.di[at the Nobles in Athens vvert 
not at. this Time a Corporate Aflembly, that I pan 
galher; ! therefotethe Refentments Of the<^onnnons 
iveremiiialLyiurqed againft paiftieular Perfons, asvd^y 
svay of Artkiesjof Impeachment. Whereas the Com- 
pions in Tiome^ and fome other States, {as will ap^af 
in proper, Place) aldiongh they followed this Method 
«pon Occaiion, yet generally ^pwifiied the Enlargement 
of .their Power, ' by more fet Quarrels of one entire 
AiTemUy againft another. However, the Cuftom 6£ 
particular Impeachments' being not limited to former 
Ages, -any more than that of generail Struggles, and 
Dif&nfions . between fixed^Ailembli^s >of -Nobles an<} 
Pommbns^aad the^uin of 6/v|r/ having been owing 
to the former, as that of Rome was to the Bitter ;' I* 
,fi^ treat on both exprefsly ; that thoiie States, who are 

concerned 
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concerned in either, (if at leaft there be any fuch now 
k the World) may, by obferving the Means and Ifl'ucs 
of ibrmer DifTenfionti, learn whether the Caufes are 
dike in theirs ; and if they find them to be fo, may 
cofiiider whetlier they ought not juflly to appKhend 
die fame EfFeds. 

To fpeak of every particular Peribn, impeached 
by the Commons oi Jthens^ within the compafs dc- 
iigned, would introduce the Hiilory oi aknoil cvtry 
|reat Man they had among theni. I fhall therefore 
take notice only of fix, who living in that Period of 
Time when Athens was at the Height of its Glory, 
(as indeed it could not be otherwife while fuch Hand! 
were at the Helm) although impeached for high Crtmet 
ond Mi/demeanors, fuch as Briie^ry, arbitrary Proceed* 
ir.£s, friifafpljfing^ or emhezzling fublick Funds^ ill Con* 
iiiQ at Sea, and the like; were honoured and la* 
mented by their Country as the Prefervers of it^ and 
iiave had the Veneration of all ages fince juftly paid 
to their Memories. 

MIiriADES was one of the ^/^^^w^ Gene- 
rals againft the Perfian Power ; and the famous Vidlo* 
ry at Marathon was chiefly owing to his Valour and 
Cooduft. Being fent fome time after to reduce the 
Illand Parosy he miftook a great Fire at a DiftaiKe for 
tlie Tleet, and being noways a Match for the Enemy, 
fct fail to Athens, At his Arrival he was impeached 
hy the Commons for Treachery, although not able to 
appear by reafon of his Wounds; fined 30,000 Crowns, 
and died in Prifon. Although the Confequences of 
^s Proceeding upon the Affairs of Athens, were no 
^ore than the untimely Lofs of fo great and good a 
Mnn, yet I could not forbear relating it- 

Their r.ext great Man was Arijtides: Befides the 
fliighty Service he had done his Country in- the Wars ; 
^c was a Perfon of the ftrifteft Juftice, atid beft acr 
9uainted with the Laws, as well as Forms of their 
Government ; fo that he was in a manner Chanceil&r 
^^ Athens. This Man, upon a flight and falfe Accu^* 
fetion of favouring ariitrary Pvwer, wrjw baniflied by 
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Ofiraci/m ; which rendered into modem Bnglijhy woiil<l. 
fignify,That they voted hejhould be removed from their' 
Prefence and Councils fir ever. But they had footi the 
Wit to recall him ; and to that Adion owed the Pre— 
fervation of their State by his future Services. For, it 
moft be ftill confefTed in behalf of (he Athenian People^ 
that they never conceived themfelves perfedly infial- 
lible, nor arrived to the Heights of modem AJfemhlies^ 
to make Ohfiinacy confirm \Ai2Xfudden Heat and 7>- 
merity began. They thought it not helov) the Dignity 
of an Ailembly to endeavour at correding an iU Step ; 
at leaft to repent, although it often fell out too late. 

THEMISTOCLES was at firft a Commoner 
himfelf. It was he who raifed the Jtheniam to their 
Greatnefs at Sea, which he thought to be the true and 
conftant Intereft of that Commonwealth ; and the fa- 
mous naval Vidory over the Perfians at Salamis was 
owing to his Condufl. It feems the People obferved 
fomewhat of Haughtinefs in his Temper and Beha- 
viour, and therefore banifhed liim for five Years ; but 
finding fome flight Matter of Accufation againft him, 
they fent to feize his Perfon, and he hardly efcaped to 
the Perfian Court ; from whence, if the Love of his 
Country had not furmounted its bafe Ingratitude to 
him, he had many Invitations to return at the Head 
of the Perfian Fleet, and take a terrible Revenge ; but 
he rather chofe a voluntary Death. 

The People oi Athens vax'^C2xAitdL Pericles for mi/ap- 
plying the fublick Revenues to his ovm private life. He 
had been a Perfon of great Dcfervings from the Re- 
publick, was an admirable Speaker^ and very popular ; 
bisAccompts vuere confufed, and he v:anted Time to oi^uft 
them ; therefore, merely to divert that Difficulty, and 
the Confequences of it, he was forced to engage his 
Country ii^ the Peloponnefum War, the longeft that e- 
Ter was known in Greece^ and which ended in the ut- 
ter Ruin of Athens, 

Thb fame People having refolved to fubdue Sicily 
icnt a mighty Fleet under th6 Command of Nicias, 
Lamachus, and AUibiades -, the two former, Perfons 

of 
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e^kgc and Experience i the laft^ a young Man of 
ooble Birth, excellent Education, and a plentiful For-- 
tune. A little before the Fleet fet fail, it feemeth, on« 
iVight, the Stone Images of Mercury, placed in feve* 
raJ Parts of the City, were all pared in the Face : This 
Action the Athenians interpreted for a Deiign of de* 
ibx)yingthe popular State; SLndJ/diiOiies, having been 
formerly noted for the like Frolicks and Excuriiona, 
was immediately accufed of this. He, whether con- 
fcious of his Innocence, or aiTured of the Secrecy, of- 
fered to come to bis Trial before he went to his Com*- 
nand : This the Athenians refufed : But as foon as h^ 
was got to Sicily they fent for him back, deiigning to 
take the Advantage, and profecute him in the Abfence 
of his Friends, and of the Army, where he was very 
powerful. It feemeth he underflood the Refentments 
of a popular AfTembly too well to truil them ; and 
therefore, inftead of returning, efcaped tq Sparta % 
where his Defire of Revenge prevailing over his Love 
to his Country, he became its greatefl Enemy. Mean 
while, the Athenians before Sicily y by the Death of 
one Commander, and the Superflition, Weafenefs, and 
perfeft ill Conduct of the other, were utterly deftroy- 
edj the whole Fleet taken, a miferable Slaughter 
made of the Army, whereof har^y one ever return-^ 
td. Some time after this, AkiEiades was recalled upon 
his own Conditions, by the Neceflities of the People, 
and made chief Commander at Sea. and Land y but 
his Lieutenant engaging againft his poHtive Orders, 
and being beaten by Lyfander ; Alcihiades was again 
difgraced and banifhed. However, the Athenians ha- 
ving loft all Strength and Heart fmce their Misfortune 
at ficilyy and now deprived of the only Perfon (Jiat 
was able to recover their Lofles, repent of their Raih- 
nefs, and endeavour, in vain, for his Reftoration j the 
Pfr/ja« Lieutenant, to whofe Protedlion he fled, ma- 
ting him a Sacrifice to the Refentments of Lyfander^ 
tile General oi ^'^ Lacedemonians ; who now reducetH 
all die Dominions of \^t Athenians, takes the City, 
razes their Walls, ruins their Works, and' changes 
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the Form of their Govemment; which, although agarn. 
leilored for fome time by T^hrafyhulusy (as their Walls 
were rebuilt by Canon) yet here we muft date the Fall 
of the Athenian Greatnefs, the Dominion and chie£' 
Power in Grace, from that Period, to the Time o£* 
Alexander the Great ^ which was about fifty Years, be- 
ing divided between the Spartans and thebans : At-. 
^though Philip, Alexander'sfdiXk^v, (the Moji Chrijlian 
King of that Age) had, indeed, fome time before, be- 
gan to break in upon theRepublicks of Greece, by Con-- 
qaeft or Bribery j particularly dealing large Money amon^ 
fifvte popular Orators ; by which he brought m^ny qF 
them, as the Term of Art was then, to Phi/ipplzf^ 

In the Time of Alexander and his Captains, the 
Athenians were offered an Opportunity of recovering^ 
their Liberty, and being reftored to their Jormej: 
State ; but the wife Turn they thought to give the 
Matter, was by an Impeachment and Sacrifice of the 
Author to hinder the Succefe. For, after the De- 
ilrudtion of Ihebes by Alexander, this Prince deiigning^ 
the Conqueft of Athens, was prevented by Phocion, jhe 
Athenian General, then Ambaflador from that States 
who, by his great Wifdom and Skill at Negotiatioiu 
ivert ed Alexander from his Pefign> and r.eftored the 
Athiziar.: to his Favour. The very fame Succeis he 
had with Antipater after Alexander*^ Death i at which 
Time, the Government was new regulated by Soion's 
Laws : But Polyperchon, in Hatred to Phocion, having 
by Order of the young King, whofe Governor he 
was, reflored thofe whom Phocion had baniihed ; the 
Plot fucceeded, Phocion was accttfed hy popular Ora-- 
tors, and put to Death. 

Thus was the moft powerful Commonwealth of 

all Greece, after great Degeneracies from the Infticit- 

tion of Solon, utterly deftroyed by that ralh, jealous, 

and inconftant Humour of the People, which was 

never fatisfied to fee a General either 'ui^orious, or 

unfortunate : Such ill Judges, as well as Rewarders, 

h^Lve popular AJfetnhlies been, .of thofe who beftde- 

fervedfromthem^ 

Now, 
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Now, the Cummfbtnce, which makes the(e Ex* 

iples of more Importance, is, that this very Poweif 

of the. People in Athens j clakaed fo confidently for an 

hAtrent RigJbi^^ sind infifted on as the widoubt^ Pri*vt* 

Ifge of an Athenian hom, was the rankeft Encroach- 

meor imaginable, and the groifeft Degeneracy from tho 

Fonn that So/on left them. In fhort, their Gorem- 

ment was grown into a Ddmnsoio PUbis^ orTjranMjf 0/ 

the People I who, by deerees, had broke and ovier- 

thrown that Balance which that Legiflator had very* 

well £xed and provided for. This appeared! not only 

from, what hath been already faid of that Lawgiver, 

but more msmifeMy ^m a Pafiage in 2>/tf- j,, ^ . 

denu\ who telleth as, That Antipatei, one ' ^ * 

9f Alexander^ Captains^ ^dtrogtUed the popular Govern" 

ment, ^in Athens), and reftored the Pimer of Suffrages 

emd Magiftracy^ tofuchonlyj asnutre nuorth tvuo thou-* 

fond Drachmas ; by nabich Means, (faith he) that Reptt^ 

hUck came to be again adminiflred iythe Latus ^ Solon. 

fiy this Quotation, it is manifefl, that this great An* 

thor looked upon Soion'^ Inftitution, and a popular 

Government to be two different Things. And as for 

^ Refh>ration by Antipater, it had neither Confe*- 

qoence nor Continuance worth oblbrving. 

I might eaiily produce many more Examples, but 
thefe are fuffident : And it may. be worth the Reader *l 
Time to refledl, a little, oxLthe Merits of ;ths Caufe, 
as well as of the Men who had been thus dealt with 
by their Country. I (ball dired): him no further; than 
by repeating, that Arifiides was the moil renowned 
by the People themfelves for hi» exad Jufticty and 
Kno^itiledge in the Lanv, That Themiftocles was a moft 
fortunate Admiral, and had got a mighty ViBory o'ver 
the great King of Perfia'j Fieet^. That Pirichs was cm 
obleMiniJier of State, an excellent Orator, and a Man 
of Letters : And laftly, that Phocion; bcfides the Sue* 
eefs of hts Arms, was alfo* renowned for his Nego* 
tiations abroad} having, in an Embafjjy, brought tht 
freatefi Monarch of the Worlds of tha$.Timerto the 
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frefitrved* 

I ihatt Gondnde my Aemaiks npoa Athem^ 'with 
the CJiara^lcar gxren us of duit People by Pofy^iMis. 
JSbwt tint Timt, faith he, the Atheuaas woere go^vemed 
fy Awv Mm; fittt$ fimk in their t^airsi had Httie or 
no Commerct tvith the reft of Greece, and nuere becmne 
gr.ent JUvertncers of cromaod Seads^ 

For, i&om die TiiDe of ^etgander'^sCtiptainSy ttixdi 
Gnece was fobdned by the Romans^ {to the latter Part 
of which this Defcription o£Pofyhimt lalleth in) Athens 
sever piodaced one famons Afian, either far Councils 
. or Arms, or hardly for Leamtng. And, ixtdeed it was^ 
p f f a dark soflpid Period thraagh all Greece i 
-^^ ' For, except the ^^^nJjeague under Ara^ 
tmt and FhUopamtn ; and the Endeavours of Agis and 
Qleomenes to j«ftore the State of S^^artUp fo frequently 
harafied with Tyrannies, occaficmed by ^e popular 
Pra^ices of the £phari ; there was very litde worth 
fOQordiagi AU.which Confequenc^ may, perhaps^ 
be juftly imputed to Jdiis Degeneeac^ of Athens. 



CHAP. m. 

Of the Diffeff/ims between the Patricians and 
Plebeians in Rome j with the Confeqtien- 
ces they had upon that State. 

HAVING, in the foregoing Chapter, confined 
myfelf to the Proceedings of the Commons, on- 
ly by the Method of Impeachments againil particular 
Per^^ns, with the fatal Meds they h^upon the State 
of Athens ; I ihall now treat of the Dijfejfums at Rome^ 
between the People and the coUedive Body of the 
Patricians -or Nobles. It is a large Subjed ; but I ihaU 
draw it into as narrow a Compafs as I can. 

As Greece^ from the moil antient Accounts we have 
)0f it« was divided into feveral Kingdoms^ fo was moft 

Part 
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Aft cKIiafy into fievetal petty CctanintaireakhB. Aid 
as thofe Kings in Grwr/ ace ^d lo ^ave •^. y. • 
ken depofed by their Peofde* upon the ^^'^' : 
kxt of liietr arbitrary firoceodii^ ; ib» ^^^• 
fiD the cQHtrary, the Commonw^ths of 7/«^ wcte 
all fwaHowed ap, and concludod in the Tyranny «£ 
ihe Boman Eonperors. Howerer, the Dtffeanenees bo" 
tween thofe Grecian Monarchies, and luJian Repor 
Uicks, were not very great. For, bythe Accoanta 
Earner givcth us of thofe C^ecitm Pnnccsy who came 
to the Siege of Troy^ as weH as by feveral Pailages in 
the Odjiffty ; it is manifeft, that die Power of thefe 
Princes, in their feveral States, was moeh of a Shee 
with that of the Kings in Sparta^ the Ardion ttJthen$^ 
tile Suftetes at Carthage^ and the Confuls in Rome: So 
that a limited and divided Power ieemech to have been 
the moil antient and inherent Principles c^ both thoie 
People in Matters of Govemntetit. And 6ich did that 
of JRo«f continue from the T'lmRof Ronmhu^ akhougk 
with lone Intermptions, to ynhus Ceftr i when it 
ended in the Tyranny of a Angle Peribcu Daring 
which Period, (not many Years longer than from the 
Norman Conqneft to our Age) the Commons were^ 
growing, by degrees, into Power and Property, gaining 
ground upon the Pmriciam^ as it were Jbch by Inch, 
until at laft they qmite oiveftsmed the Balance ; leaving 
all Doors open to die Practices of popniar and ambi^ 
tious Men, who deftroyed the wifefl: Repoblick, and 
enilaved the nobleft People that ever entered l^>on the 
Stage of the World. By what Steps and Degrees 
this was brought to pa&, fhall be the Subjedl of my 
prefent Inquiry. 

WiiiL£ 1^0197^ was governed by Kings, the Monar- 
chy was altogether cledive. Romuim himfelf, when he 
had boilt the City, was declared King by the mnverfal 
Confent of the People, and by Augnry which was then 
Qiide]:ikx)d for diwine Aff ointment. Among other Di» 
vifions he made of the People^ one was into Pairitp- 
ms and Plebeians : The former were like the Barons 

fif Etigiand, fome Time after the Conqueft i and thd. 
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latter areali»cbrcribed to be.abnoftexaSly what odr 
Commons were theft: For they were Dependants apon 
the Patrictimsj ^whom they chofe £at their Patrons and 
Protedors, to anfwerfor their Aj^)earance, and defend 
tliem in any Procefs ^ They ahb {applied their Patrons 
witb Money^ in fixchange for their Protection. This 
C^^tom €s£. Patronage^ it feemeth; was very antient* 
and long pradlifed among the Greeks, 

Out of theie FiUticiam Ronudw chofe an hundred 
to be a Senate^ or Grand Ccwuil^ for Advice, and AA 
£{huice to him« in the Adminiib'ation. The Senate 
thjcrefore, originally coniifted all of Nobles, and were, 
of themfelves, 2Ljianding Council i the Peopie being 
0tAy convoked upon fuch Occafions, as by this Infti* 
tution of Romulus fell into their Cognizance : Thefe 
weie to conftitote Magiftrates, to give their Votes for 
making Laws,, and to- advife upon entering on a Wan 
£ut, the bvo former of thefe popular Privileges, were 
to be confirmed by the Authority of the Senate ; and 
the laft was only permitted at the King^s Pleafure. 
This was the ntmoft Extent of Power pretended by the 
Cormnans m the Time of Romulus '^ all the reft being 
divided between the King and the Senate ; the whole 
agreeing very nearly with the Confticudonof&^Am^^ 
foF fome Centuries after the Conqueft.. 

After a. Year's Interregnum from the Death ofRo*' 
mulus, the Senate of their own Authority, chofe a Sue- 
cefTor, and a Stranger; merely upon the Fame of his 
Virtue, without aiking the Consent of the Commons ; 
which Cuftom they likewife obferved in the two fol- 
lowing Kings. But, in the. Eledion of Tarfuimur 
Frt/cus, the fifth King, we firil hear mentioned, that 
it was done, Popu/i impetrata *vem« $ which, indeed, 
was but very reafonable fiir a free People toexpeft^ 
althoi^h I cannot remfimbcr iu: my. ^tde Reading, by 
what Licidents they were brought to advance {o great 
a Step. However it were, this Prince,, in gratitude 
to the People, by whofeConfenthe was chofen, ele& 
ed an hundred Senators out of the Commons ; whofe 

Number^ 
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>baiber, with former Additions, now anonnted to 
three hondred. 

The -People, having once difcovered their own 
Strefigth, did icon take occaiion to exert it, and that 
1>7 very great Degrees. For, at this King's JDeath, 
(ivho was niurdered by the Sons of a former) being 
at a Lofs for a SuccefTor, Ser'vius Tullius^ a Stranger, 
and of niean ExtraSion, was choien Protestor of the 
Kingdom, by the People^ without the Confent of thp 
Senate; at which the Nobles being difpleaied, he 
wholly applied himfelf to gratify the Commons ; and 
was by diem declared, and con£rmed no longer Pro^ 
tcftor, b^ King. 

This Prince ncii: introduced the Cuftom of giving 
Freedom to Servants, fo as to become Citizens of equiO 
Privileges wiih the reft ; which very much contrjibuteib 
io increafe the Power of the People, 

Xbixs, in a veiy few Years, the Commons proceed*' 
ed fo far as to wreft e^en the Poorer of chniiAg «> 
King entirely out of the £[ands of the Nobles ; Which 
was fo great a Leap, and canfed fuch a Convulfion 
ftod Struggle an the State, that the Conflijtutionxoul4 
not bear it ; but civil Dii&nfions asofe, which inupedir 
atdy were followed by the Tyranny of a fmgle Perfoia^ 
as this was by the utter Subverfion of the Regal Goveaw- 
inent, and by a Settlement upon a new .Fxiundatiosw 
For, the Nobka, fpighted at this Indignity done tdiem 
by the Commons, firmly united in :a Body, depofed 
this Prince by plain Fovce, and choib Tar^um tbt 
Proud I who, running into all tlve. Forms and Methods 
of Tyranny, after a cruel Reign, was expelled by aoi 
ttQiverfal Concurvenceof Nobles and Peofde, whom 
the Miferies of his Reign had reconciled.. 

When the confular Government began, die Balance 
of Power between the Nobles and Plebeians was fixed, 
anew. The two ^v& Confuk were nominated by the 
Nobles, and confirmed by. the Oommetris ; and a Law 
wasenaded, Thatno Perfon fliould bear any Ma^ftna^ 
cy ia Jtme^ trjuffu popidi \ ibntisi without Qmfm if die 
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In fuch turbulent Times as thefe, many of tin? 
poorer Citizens had contra6ted numerous Debts, eitlie^ 
to the richer Sort among theirifelves, or to Senators 
and other Nobles : and the Cafe of Debtors in Rojn^, 
for the firft four * Centuries, was, after the fet Time 
* Jh h ^^^ Payment, no Choice, but either to 

ji. pay> or be the Creditor's Slave. Jn 

this Jundlure, the Commons leave tlie 
City in Mutiny and Difcontent ; and will not retunr^ 
hut upon condition to be acquitted of all their Debts ^ 
and moreover, that certain Magiftrates be chofen year- 
ly, whofe Bufinefs it (hall be to defend the Commons 
from Injuries. Thefe are called Tribunes of the Peop/^, 
their. Perfons are held facred and inviolable, and the 
People bind diemfelves by Oath, never to abrogate tlie 
Office. By thefe Tribunes, 'in Proccfs of Time, the 
People were grofsly impofed on, ta ferve the Turns 
and Occafions of revengeful or ambitious Men ; and 
tO'Commit fuch Exorbitances, as couid not end, but 
in ^e Difiblution of the Government. 

These Tribunes, a Year or two after their Inftita- 
doB', kindled great Difleniions between'die Nobles and 
lite Commons ; on die account of Coriolanus^ a Noble* 
Bian whom the latter had impeaebetti and^the Conic*' 
qoences of whofe Impeachment (if I had not confined 
nyfelf to Grecian Examples for diat Part of my Sab«- 
jed) had like to have been fo fatal to their State. 
And, from thb Time, ikne Tribunes begun a Cuflom 
of accuiing, to the People, whatever Nobles they plea- 
led ; feveral of whom were baniibed, or pot to deaths 
In every Age. 

At this Time iAit^Romans were very much engaged 
in Wars with thdr neighbouring States ; but upon the 
leaft Intervals of Peace, the Quarrels between the 
Nobles and tlie Plebeians would revive ; and one of 
the moft frequents ubjedls of t^eir Differences, was the 
x&nquire4Latub^ivAadti'^[st Commons would fain have 
^iivided among the ipublick ; but the Senate coohi not 
be brought tOigbre tl^eir 0onfent. Kor feveral of the 
Vfifeft among the Nobles began to apprehend the 

growing^ 
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growing Power of the People ; and therefore^ knowing 
what an Acceflion thereof would accrue to them, by 
foch an Addition of Property, ufed all Means to pre* 
Tent it: For this the JfpioM Family was moil noted f 
aod thereupon mod hated by the Commons. One of 
tiiem, having made a Speech againft this Divifion of 
Lands, was Impeached by the People of High Treafon, 
and a Day appointed for his Trial ; but he, difdain- 
ipg to make his Defence, chofe rather the ufual Ronfau 
Remedy of killing himfelf : After whofe Death, the 
Commons prevailed, and the Lands were divided a-* 
mong them. 

This Point was no fooner gamed, but new Diflen- 
ilons began : For the Plebeians would fain have a Law 
enaded, to lay all Mens Rights and Privileges upon 
tJ»c fame Level; and to enlarge the Power of every 
Magiftrate, within his own Jurifdidtion, as much as 
that of the Confuls. The Tribunes alio obtained to 
tave their Numbed doubled, which before yj- r 
was five ; and the Author tells us, that their i/ //^' 
Infolence and Power increafed with their 
Number ; and the Seditions were alfo doubled with it. 

By the Beginning of the fourth Century, from the 
Building of Rome^ the Tribunes proceeded fo far, in 
tlie Name of the Commons, as to accufe and fine the 
Confuls themfelvea, who reprefented the kingly Power. 
And the Senate obferving, how, in all Contentions, 
^ey were forced to yield to the Tribunes and Pec^le, 
thought it their wifeft Courfe to give Way alfo to 
Time: Therefore a Decree was made to fend Ambaf- 
fadors to Athens, and the other Grecian Common- 
wcaldis, planted in that Part of Italy called Gracia 
%<w, to make a Colledion of the befl Laws ; out of 
which,- and fome of their own, a new compleat Body 
^^Laws was formed, afterwards known by the Name 
of the Liews of the Twelve Tables. 

To digeft thefe Laws into Order, ten Men were 
cHofen, and the Adminiftration of all AiFairs left in 
^eir Hands : What Ufe they made of it, hath been 
aiready ihewn. It waa certainly a great Revolution, 

produced 
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produced entirely by the many unjaft Encroachments 
'of the People ; and nnght'havc wholly changed the 
Pate of Rome, if the Folly and Viceof thofe who were 
diiefly concerned, could have fufFered it to take Root. 

A ifSw Years after, the Commons made farther 
A^tances on the Power of the Nobles; demanding, 
^inong the reft, that the Confulfhip, which hitherto 
Ifad omy been difoofed to the former; (hould, now lie 
ih common to the Preteiifioni of any Roman what- 
ever. This, although it failed at prefent, yet after- 
i^rds obtained, and was a mighty Step to the Ruin 
of the Commonwealth. 

• What I have hitherto Taid of Rome, hath been 
chiefly collefted out of that exaft and diligent Writer 
Dionyjfus HalicarnaJJeus ; whofe Hiftory (through the 
Injury of Time) reacheth no farther' than to the Be- 
^nning of the fourth Century, after the Building of 
^onte. The reft I fhall fupply from other Authors ; 
-although I do not think it neceflary to deduce this 
Matter any farther, fo vety particularly as I have hi- 
iherto done. 

To point at what Time the Balance of Power was 
moft equally held' between the Lords and Commons in 
Romgy would, perhaps, admit a Controverfy. Polyhi* 
P . us telleth us, That, in the fecond Pum'cA War, 

jL f/ the Carthagimafis were declining, becaufe 
the Balance was ^t too much on the Side 
t)f the People; whereas the Romans were in their 
greateft Vigour, by the Power remaining in the Se- 
nate ; yet this was between two and three hundred 
Years after the Period Dion^fius endeth with j in which 
Time thfe Ccfmm'ons had made feyeral further Ac- 
quifidons. This, however, muft te granted, that 
(until about the Middle* of the fourth Century) when 
the Senate appeared refolute at any Time upon exert- 
ing their Authority, and adhered clofely together, they 

Diomiks ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^ Point. Befides it is 

Hal?! ' obferved by fhe beft Authors, that in all the 
taitch iSt Q^^^^^'^ ^"^ Tumults at Rome, from the 
* ' ExpidfionK)f die Kings ; although the Peo- 
ple 



w A'T^HE NS and RO ME. 25 

pie £«qaent]y proceeded to rude contumelious Lao* 
guage, and fometimes fo far as to poll and hale one a- 
DOther about the Forum : yet no Blood was ever drawn 
ioany popular Commotions, until the Time of the Grac» 
di: However, I am of Opinion, that the Balance had 
iegon many Years before to lean to the popular Side. 
But this Default was correfted, partly by the Principle 
juil mentioned, of never drawing Blood in a Tumult j 
partly by the warlike Genius of the People, . which, in 
thofe Ages, was almoil perpetually employed ; and part* 
ly by Aeir great Coinmanders, who, by the great Cre- 
dit diey had in their Armies, fell into the Scales as a 
fardier Counterpoife to the growing Power of the Peo- 
ple. Befides, Po/yiim, who lived in the Time ofSdpio 
4friconiu the younger, had the fame Apprehenfions of 
tile continual Encroachments made by the Commons ; 
2nd being a Perfon'of as great Abilities, and as much 
Sagacity as any of his Age ; from obferving the Cor- 
raptions which, he faith, had already entered into the 
^onum Conftitution, did very nearly foretel what would 
^ the Iffue of them . His Words are very remarkable, 
and with little Addition may be rendered to 
^is Purpofe, That thofe Ahufes and Corrw Lib.5. 
pm^ nuhich in Time deflroy a Governments are 
Aw» along ix>ith the 'very Seeds of it, and both gro*w up 
together : And that ^ as Ruji eateth a<way Iron,, and Worms 
^our Wood I and both are a Sort of Plagues, born and 
tred along ivith the Sub/lance they defroy ; Jo <with e<very 
hrtn and Scheme of Government that Man can invent, 
fifae rice, or Corruption creepeth in vtnth the very Infiitu- 
!(?"» 'M'^/V^ grov:eth up along vjith, and at loft defrays it. 
The fame Author in another Place ventureth 
«> far as to goefs at the particular Fate which Fragm, 
^ould attend the Roman Government. He lib, 6. 
^^\ ks Ruins would arife from tlie popular 
Tumults, which would introduce a Dominatio Plebis^ 
^ Tyranny of the People : Wherein, it is certain, l^e 
^^i Reafon, and therefore, might have adventured tp 
V^rfue his Conje^ftures fo far, as to the Confeqoences 
of a popular Tyramiy ; which, as perpetual Experience 
Vol. I. D teachcth. 
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teacheth, never faileth to be followed by the arbitrary 
Government of a lingle Perfon. 

About the Middle of the fourth Century from the 
Building of Romcy it was declared lawful for Nobles and 
Plebeians to intermarry ; which Cuftom, among many 
other States, hath proved the moft elFedtual Means to 
ruin the former, and raife the latter. 
• And now, the greateft Employments in the 'State 
were, one after another, by Laws forcibly enadled 
by the Commons ^ made free to the People ; the -Con^ 
fuljhip itfelf, the Office of^Jen/or, that of the ^uiftors, 
or Commijponers of the Treafuryy the Office of Prefor, 
or Chief Jufticey the Priefthoody and even that of 
DiSiator : The Senate, after long Oppofition, yielding, 
merely for prefent Quiet, to the continual urging Cla- 
mours of the Commons, and of the Tribunes their Ad- 
vocates. A Law was likewife enafted, that the P/<?- 
bifcita, or, a Vote of the Houfe of Commonsy Ihould 

be of univerfal Obligation. Nay, in Time, 
Dionyf the Method of enaSing Laws was wholly 
lib, 2. inverted : For, whereas the Senate u(ed of 

old, to confirm the Plebifcita 5 the People 
did at lafl, as they pleafed, confirm, or difannul, the 
Senatufconfulta. 

APPIUS CLAUDIUS brought in a Cuftom of 
admitting to the Senate, the Sons of freed Men, or of 
fuch who had once been Slaves ; hy which, and fuc- 
cceding Alterations of the like Nature, that great 
Council degenerated into a moft corrupt and factious 
Body of Men divided againft itfelf; and its Authority 
^became defpifed. 

The Century and half following, to the End of the 
third Punick War, by the Deftrudlion of Carthage, 
was a very bufy Period at Rome : The Intervals be- 
tween every War being fo fhort, that the Tribunes and 
People had hardly Leifure or Breath to engage in 
domeftick Diffenfions : However, the little Time they 
could fpare, was generally employed the fame Way. 
So Terentius Leo, a Tribune, is recorded -to have 
bafely proftituted the Privileges of a Roman Citizen, 

in 
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a perfect Spite to the Nobles, So the great African 
Sdpio, and his Brother after all their mi^ty Services, 
were impeached by an ungrateful Commons, 

However, the warlike Genius of the People, and 
continual Employment they had for it, ferved to di* 
vert this Humour from running into a Head, until the 
Age of the Gr/ifc>&/. 

These Peribns entering the Scene, in the Time of a 
full Peace, fell violently upon advancing the Power of 
the People, by reducing into Pr^ce all thofe En- 
croachments,, which they had been fo many Years 
gaining. There were, at that Time, certain conquer' 
id Loads to> be' divided 5 befides a great fri'vaU Eft at t 
kft h « King. Thefe, the Tribunes, by Procure- 
ment of the elder Gracchus^ declared by their legifla- 
tivc Authority, were not to be difpoied of by the 
Mies } but by the Commons only. The younger Bro- 
tiierporfued the fame Defign; and befides, obtained a 
Law, that all Italians fhould vote at Ele^ons, as well 
*s the Citizens of Rome : In fhort, the whole Endea- 
vours of them both, perpetually turned upon retrench- 
wg the Nobles Authority in all Things, but efpecially 
w the Matter oi Judicature, And although they both 
loft their Lives in thofe Purfuits, yet they traced out 
luch Ways, as were afterwards followed by Marius, 
V^^9 Pompey, and Cefar^ to the Ruin, of the Roman 
Freedom and Greatnefs. 

For, in the Time of Marius ; Saturuinus, a Tri- 
bune procured a Law, that the Senate would be bound, 
Y Oiih, to agree to whatever the People would enaft : 
And Marius himfelf, while he was in that Office of 
yibune, is recorded to have, with great Induilry, 
wed all Endeavours for depreffing the Nobles, and 
taifing the People ; particularly for cramping the for- 
mer in their Power of Judicature j which was their 
H onHent inherent Right. 

^^LLA, by the fame Meafures, became abfolute 
^yi'ant of Rome: He added three hundred Commons 
^^c Senate, which perplexed the Power of the 
Whole Older, and rendered it ineffectual ; then, flingr 

D Z ing; 
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ing ofF the Mafk, he abolifhed the Office of Tribune, 
as being only a Scaffold to Tyranny ; whereof he had 
no farther Ufe. 

As to Pompey and Cefar\ Plutarch telleth-uSy that 
their Union for pulling down the Nohleii (by their 
Credit with the People) was the Caufe of the Civil 
War, which ended in the Tyranny of the latter; 
both of them, in their Confulfhips, having ufed all 
Endeavours and Occafions for finking the Authority 
of the Patricians^ and giving Way to all Encroach- 
ments of the People, wherein they expeded beft to 
find their own Account. 

From this Deduction of popular Encroadinients in 
Romey the Reader will eafily judge how much the 
Balance was fallen upon that Side. Indeed, by this 
Time the very Foundation was removed, and it was 
a moral Impoifibility, that the Republick could fubfiil 
any longer. For, the Commons having ufuiped the 
Offices of the State, and trampled on the Senate, there 
was no Government left but a Domnatio Plehis : Let 
us, therefore, examine^ how they proceeded in thia 
Conjunfture. 

I think it is an univerfal Truth, that the People 
are much more dextrous at pulling down, and fettmg 
«ip, than at preferving what is fixed : And they are 
ikot fonder of feizing more than their own, than they 
are of delivering it up again to the ^or/e Bidder, with 
their own into the Bargain. For, although in dieir 
corrupt Notions of Divine Worfhip, they are apt to 
muldply their Gods ; yet their earthly Devotion is 
feldom paid to above one Idol at a Time, of their 
own Creation $ whofe Oar they pull with lefs Mur- 
muring, and much more Skill, than when they Jl?are 
the Ladings or even hold the Helm. 

The feveral Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
were now governed by the great Men of their State ; 
Aofe upon the Frontiers with powerful Armies, either 
for ConqUeit, or Defence. Thefe Governors upon 
any Defigns of Revenge, or Ambition, were fure to 
meet with a divided Power at home ; and therefore 

bent 
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knt all their Thoughts and Applications to clofe in 
with the People ; who were now, by many Degrees^ 
the ftronger Party. Two of the greateft Spirits that 
hme ever produced, happened to live at the fame 
Time, and to be engaged in the fame Purfuit ; and 
this at a Jun^re Ihe moft dangerous for fnch a Con- 
teft. Thefe were Pompey and Cefar ; two Stars of fnch 
a Magnitude, that their Canffm^ion was as lilcely ta bt 
fatal, as their Ofpojttion. 

The Tribunes and People, having now fubdued aU 
Competitors, began the lafi: Game ota prevalent Popu* 
lace, which is tliat of chuiing themfelves a Mafter ; 
while the Nobles forefaw, and ufed all Endeavours 
left them, to prevent it. The People, at firft, made 
Pompey their Admiral, with full Power over all the 
Mediterranean ; foon after, Captain-General of all the 
Roman Forces, and Governor of Afia, Pompey y on the 
ether Side, reflored the Office of Tribune, which Syl/a,. 
had put down ; and, in his Confuiihip, procured a 
Law for examining into the Mifcarriages of Men. in Offce^. 
or Command^ for tnuenty Years pafi. Many other Ex-r 
amples o£ Pompey'' s Popularity, are left us on Record,, 
who was a peHed Favourite of the People, and de« 
£gned to be more; but his Pretenilons grew ilale, for 
want of a timely Opportunity to introduce them upon 
the Stage. For Cefary with his Legions in Gaul, was 
a perpetual Check upon his Defigns; and in the Arts 
ofpleaJing'the People, did foon after get many Lengths 
beyond' him. He telleth us himfelf, that the Senate, 
by a bold Efibrt, having made fome Severe Decrees 
againfl his Proceedings, and againft the Tribunes ; theie 
all left the City, and went over to his Party, and con- 
fequendy along with them the AfFefliona and IntereHa 
of the People ; which is further manifeil, from the Ac* 
counts he giveth us of the Citizens, in feveral Towns, 
mutinying againft their Commanders, and delivering 
both to his Devotion^ Befides, Cefar's publick ana. 
avowed Pretenilons foe beginning the Civil War, were 
10 reflore the Tribunes and the People, oppreiljpd (a& 
he pretended) by the Nobles. 
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This forced Pofnpey, againft his Inclinations, upon 
the Ncceffity of chanring Sides, for Fear of being for- 
faken by both ; and of clofing in with the Senate and 
chief Magiftratesy by whom he was chofen General 
againft Ce/ar. 

- Thus, at length, the Senate (at leaft the primitive 
Part of them, the Nobies) under Pompeyy and the Com' 
mom under Ce/ar ^ came to a final Deciiion of the long 
Quarrels between them. For, I think, the Ambition 
of private Men did, by no means, begin, or occafion 
this War ; although Civil Difleniions never fail of in^ 
. tnxlucing, and fpiri ting the Ambition of private Men, 
ivho thus became, indeed, the great Inftruments for the 
deciding of fuch Quarrels, and at laft are fure to ferze 
on the Prize. But no Man, who fees a Flock of Vul- 
tures hovering over two Armies ready to engage, can 
juftly charge the Blood drawn in the Batde to them, 
although the Carcafl'es fall to their Share. For, while 
the Balance of Power is equally held, the Ambition of 
private Men, whether great Commanders or Oratocs, 
giveth neither Danger nor Fear, nor can pofiibly en* 
flave their Country ; but, That once broken, the di- 
vided Parties are forced to unite each to its Head, un^- 
der whofe Conduft, or Fortune, one Side is, at firfl, 
vidtorious, and, at laft, both are Slaves. And, to put 
it paft Diijpute, that this entire Subverfion of the Ro^ 
man Liberty afid Conftitution, was altogether owing to 
thofe Meafures which had broke the Balance between 
the Patricians and Plebeians ; whereof the Ambition of 
jparticular Men, was but an Effect and Confequence ; 
we need only coniider, that, when the uncorrupted Part 
of the Senate, had, by the Death of Ce/ar y made one 
great Effort to reftore their former State and Liberty, 
the Succefs did not anfwer their Hopes ; but that whole 
Aflembly was fo funk in its Authority, that thofe Pa* 
triots were fdrccd to fly, and give way to the Madnefs 
of the People ; who, by their own Difpofitions, ftirred 
up with the Harahgues of their Orators, were now 
wholly bent upon fmgle and defpotick Slavery. Elfe, 

how 
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\m coald fach ft Profligate as Aitonyy or a Boy of 
eighteen like OQa^vius^ ever dare to dream ' of eiving 
die Law to fuch an Empire and People ? WhereiiL 
the latter fucceeded, and entailed the vileft Tyrannjr 
that Heaven, in its Anger, ever inflided on a corrnpt 
and poifoned People : And this with fo little Appear- 
ance, at Ce/ars Death, that when Gcero wrote to Bru* 
tus, how he had prevailed by his Credit with O^avius,. 
topromife him {Brutus) Pardon and Security for his 
Perfon ; that great Roman received the Notice with 
the utmoft Indignity, and returned Cicero an Anfwer 
(yet opon Record) full of the higheft Refentment and 
Contempt for fuch an Offer, and from fuch a Hand. 

Here ended all Shew, or Shadow of Liberty in 
Rome : Here was the Repoiitory of all the wife Con- 
tentions and Struggles for Power, between the Nobles 
and Ceinnions, lapped up fafely in the Bofom of a 
Nero and a Caligula,, a Tiheriiti and a Demitiav, 

Let OS now fee from this Dedu^ionof particular 
Impeachments, and general Diffeniions in Greece and 
Rome, what Conclufions may naturally be formed for 
Inftru^on of any other State, that may haply, upoa 
many Points, labour under the like Citcumftances. 



CHAP. rv. 

UPON the Subje^ ot Irnpeachmints we may ob- 
ferve, that the Cuflom of accufmg the Nobles to 
Ae People^ either by themfelves, or their Orators 
(now flyled, An Impeachment in the name of the Com" 
mons) hath been very antient, both in Greece and Rome,, 
as well as Carthage ; and therefore may feem to be 
the inherent Right of a free People 5 nay, perhaps it 
is really fo : But then, it is to be confidered, /^y?, that 
this Coftom was peculiar to Republicks, or fuch States 
where the Adminiftration lay principally in the Hands 
of the Commons ; and ever raged more, or lefs, ac- 
cording to their Encroachments upon abfolute Power i 
having always been looked upon, by the wifeft Men, 

and 
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and beft Authors of thofe Times, as an Efied of L.^ 
centioufnefs, and not of Liberty ; a Diftin^on which 
no Multitude, either repre/eftte^i or co//e£fi<ve,h9Xh, been, 
at any time, very nice in obferving. However, per- 
haps this Cuftom, in a popular State, of impeaching^ 
particular Men, may feem to be nothing elfe but the 
•People's chuiing, upon Qccaiiofi, to exercife their own 
Jurifdi^on in Perfon ; as if a King of England fhould 
fit as Chief Juilice in his Court of AJng^s Bench ; which, 
they fay, in former Times he fometimes did. But, 
in Sparta, which was called a kingly Government, 
although the People were perfe^y frtQ; yet, becauie 
the Adminiftration was in the two Kings, and the 
Ephoriy (with the A^ance of the Senate) we read of 
no Impeachments by the People; nor was the Process 
againft great Men, eidier upon account of Ambition, 
or ill Condttd, although it reached fometimes to King$ 
themfelves, ever formed that way, as I can recoUedi ; 
but only pafled through thofe Hands where the Admi* 
niilration lay. So likewife,. during the regal Govern- 
ment in Romej aldiough it were innituted a mix'd Mo« 
jiarchy, and the reople.made great Advances in Pow- 
er ; yet I do not remember to.have read of one Imi<- 
peachment from the Commons againft a Patrician, un- 
til the Confular State began, and the People had made 
great Encroachments uponithe. Adminiftration. 

Another Thing to be confideredis ; that allowing 
this Right of Impeachment to be as inherent as they 
pleafe.; yet, if the Commons have been perpetually 
miflaken in the Merits of the Caufes and the Perfons^ 
as well as in the Confequences of fuch Impeachments 
upon the Peace of the State ; we cannot conclude lefs, 
than that the Commons in Greece and Romey (whatever 
they may be in other States] were, by no means, 
qualified either as Profecutors, or Judges, in fuch Ma^ 
ters ; and therefore, that it would have been prudent, 
to referve thefe Privileges dormant, never to be pro- 
duced but upon veiy great and urging Occaiions, where 
the State is in apparent Danger, the univerfal Body of 
Che People in Clamours agai^ thie Adminiitration^ and 

no 
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00 other Remedy in View. But, for a few popular 
Orators, orTribunes, upon the Score cf ferfonal Picquesi 
oris mplcy the Pride they conceive in feeing tbemfehves at 
^ Head of a Party ; or as a Method for Adnjoncement \ 
tKfUvoed by certain potuerful Arguments , that could make 
Demofihenes Pbilippize : For fuch Men, I fay, when 
the State would, of itfelf, gladly be quiet, and hath 
be£des Affairs of the laft Importance upon the Anvil; 
7« impeach Miltiades after a great Naval Vitlory^ for not 
furjidngibe Periian Fleet: To impeach Arifddes, the 
Perfm mofi «verfed among them in the Knotwlcdge and Pra» 
Sice of their LawcSy for a blind Sujpicion of his aSing 
it an arbitrary Wivf ; that is^ as they expound it^ not in 
mcert luith the People: 7o impeach Pericles, after all 
Us Services f for a fe*w inconfiderahle Accompts ; or To 
itt^cb Phocion, luho had been guilty of no otl^ Crime, 
ht negotiating a Treaty for the Peace and Security of bis 
Country : What could the Continuance of fuch Pro- 
ceedings end in, but the utter Difcouragement of afl 
viituous Adions and Perfons, and confequently in the 
RqIq of a State ? Therefore, the Hiftorians of thofe 
Ages, feldom fail to fet this Matter in all its Lights ; 
^viog us the higheft and moft honourable Ideas of 
thofe Perfons, who foffered by the Perfccution of the 
People, together with the fatal Confequences they 
had ; and how the Profecutors feldom failed to repent 
when it was too late. 

These Impeachments perpetually falling upon 
»any of the beft Men, both in Greece and Rome, are a 
Clood of Witnefles, and Examples enough to difcou- 
^%t Men of Virtue and Abilities from engaging in the 
Senrice of the Publickj and help, on the other Side, 
to iatroduce the Ambitious, the Covetous, the Super- 
^cial, and the 111 defigning; who are as apt to be boldv 
and forward, and meddling, as the former are to be 
Rations, and mod eft, and referved. This was fo well 
known in Greece, that an Eagernefs after Employments 
w the State, was looked upon by wife Men, as the 
^otft Tide a Man could fet up ; and made Plato fay,. 
ibat if all Men *were as good as they ought i the Quarrel 
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in a Commounvealtb nximld be^ not as it is ftcw, ijuh* 
ihould he Minijiers of State, but njobo Jhould not bg /o. 
Th "M h "^^^ Socrates is introduced by Xenc^ 

fhon feverely chiding a Friend of his 
for not entering into the publick Service, when he v^as 
every way quaiiiied for it. Such a Backwardnefs there 
was at that Time among good Men to engage with an 
, .» ufuiping People, and a Set oi prag^ 

nuUical ambitious Orators, KxAL>io' 
dorus telleth us, That when the Tetalifm was eredled at 
Syracufe^ in Imitation of the Oftracifm at Athens, it 
was fo notoriously levelled againfi: all who had either 
Birth or Merit to recommend them, that whoever 
pofTefTed either withdrew for fear, and would have no 
Concern in publick Affairs. So that the People 
themfelves were forced to abrogate it for fear of 
bringing all Things into Confufion. 

There is one Thing more to be obferved, wheref- 
Sn all the popular Impeachments in Greece and Romg 
feem to have agreed ; and that was a Notion they had 
of being concerned in Point of Honour to condemn 
whatever Perfon they impeached, however frivolous 
the Articles were upon which they began ; or how- 
ever weak the Surmifes, whereon they were to 
proceed in their Proofs. For, to conceive, that the 
JBody of the People could be miftaken, was an indi* 
gnity not to be imagined, until the Confequences had 
convinced them when it was pail Remedy. And, I 
look upon this a& a Fate to which all popular Accafa« 
dons are fubjedi ; although I ihould think that the 
Saying, Vox Popuii, Fox Dei, ought to be underHood 
of the univerfal Bent and Current of a People i not 
the bare Minority of a few Reprefentatives \ which is 
often procured by little Arts, and great Induilry and 
Application ; wherein thofe, who engage in the Pur- 
fuits of Malice and Revenge, are much more feduloud 
than fuch as would prevent them. 

From what hath been deduced of the Dijfenfwns in 
'ELome, between the two Bodies of Patricians and Pk-* 
baicmfi feveral Reflexions may be made. 
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fafi. That when the Balance of Power is duly 
fixed in a State, nothing is more dangerous and un-* 
wife than to give way to the frft Steps of popular 
Encroachments ; which is ufually dcme either in 
Hopes of procuring Eafe and Quiet from fome vexa- 
tioQs Clamour ; or elfe maJe merd^andixe, and nurefy 
hn^bt mdfold. This is breaking into a Conftitution 
tofervc a prefent Expedient, or lupply a prefent Exi- 
gency : The Remedy of an Empyrick to ftifle the pre- 
hx Pain, but with certain Profpe6t of fudden and 
terrible Returns. When a Child groweth eafy and 
content by being humoured ; and when a Lover be- 
cometh fatisfied by fmall Compliances, without further 
Porfaits; then exped to find popular AiTemblies con- 
tent with fmall Concefiions. if there could one fmgle 
Example be brought from the whole Compafs of Hi- 
ftory, of any one popular Aflembly, who after begin- 
ning to contend for Power, ever iat -down quietly 
with a .certain Share : Or, if one Inftance could bfc 
prodnced of a popular Aflembly, that ever knew, or 
propofed, or declared -what Share of Power was their 
due; then might there be fome Hopes that it were a 
Matter to be adjufled by Reafonings, by Conferences, 
or Debates : 'But fmce all that is manifefUy otherwife, 
I iee AC other -Courfe to be taken in a fettled State, 
than a fteady conllant Refolucion in thofe to whom 
tbe reft of the Balance is entrufted, never to give 
way fo far to popular Clamours, as to make the leafl 
Breach in'the Conftitution ; through which a Million 
of Abafes and Encroachments will certainly, in Time, 
force their Way. 

Again, from this Dedu&ion, it will not be diffi- 
cult to gather and affign certain Marks of popular 
^naoachments \ by obferving of which thofe who 
Hold the Balance in a State, may judge of the De- 
grees, and, by early Remedies and Application, put a 
ftop to the fatal Confequences that would otherwifc 
enfnc. What thofe Marks are, hath been • at large 
deduced, and need not be here repeated. 

. . Anothbr 
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Another Confeqnence is this. That (witk all Re- 
ijpedt for popular A&mblies be it (poke) it is hard to 
fecoUedt one Folly, Infirmity, or Vice, to which a 
£ng}e Man is fuhjedled, and from which a Body of 
Commons either colledive or reprefented can be whol- 
ly exempt. For, befides that they are compofed of Men 
with all their Infirmities about them ; they have alfo 
the ill Fortune to be generally Jed and infiuenced by 
the very worH among themfelves: I rskSSSiXi popular 
Oratorio tribunes j or, as they are now i^led, Great 
^^eakers^ Leading Men^ apd tbe like. From whence it 
CQO[ieth to pafs, that in their Refults we have fome- 
times fixind the fame Spirit of Cruelty and Revenge, 
of Malice and Pride ; the fame Slindnefs and Obdi- 
nacy, and Unfteadinefs ; the fame ungovernable Rage 
and Anger 1. the fame Ii^^flice, Sophifb-y and Fraud, 
that ever lodged in the Bread of any Individual. 

Again, In all free States. the £vil to be avoided 
is Tyranny ; that is to fay,, the Sufotna Imperii, or un- 
limited Power fplely in the Hands of the Oae^ the 
'Fe<w, or the Many, Now, we have (hewn, that al- 
though moft Revolutions of Government in Greece 
^nd Rome began with the Tyranny of the Pe(^le, yet 
they generally concluded in that of a fingle Perfon. 
So that an ufurpidg Populace is its own Dnpe ; a mere 
Underworker, and a Purchaier in truil R>r ibme 
fingle Tyrant ; whqfe State and Power they advance 
to their owh Ruin, with as blind an Inflindt, ajithofe 
Worms that die with weaying magnificent Hafaiits for 
beings of a fuperior Nature to their own. 



CHAP. V. 

SOME Reflexions upon the late publick Proceed- 
ings among us, and that Variety of Factions, into 
Which we are ftill fo; intricately, engaged, gave Occafi- 
on to this Difcourfe. I am not comcious that I have 

forced 
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'forced one Example, or put it into any other Light 
•than it appeared to me, long before I had Thoughts 
of producing it. 

I cannot conclude without adding fome particular 
Remarks upon the prefent Pofture of Affairs, and 
Difpofitions in this Kmgdom. 

The Pate of Empire is grown a common Place : 
That all Forms of Govei*nment having been inftitu- 
ted by Men, muft be mortal like their Authors, and ^ 
have their Periods of Duration limited, as well as thofc 
<)f private Perfons ; this is a Truth of vulgar Know- 
ledge and Obfervation. But there are few who turn 
their Thoughts to examine how thefe Difeafes in a 
State are bred, that haften its End ; which would, 
however, be a very ufeful Inquiry. For, although we 
cannot prolong the Period of a Commonwealth be- 
yond the Decree of Heaven, or the Date of its Nature, 
any more than human Life, beyjond the Strength of 
«ie feminal Virtue ; yet we may manage a fickly Con- 
rotation, and preferve a ftrong one ; we may watch 
and prevent Accidents ; we may turn off a great 
wow from without, and purge away an ill humour 
' mt is lurking withm ; And by thefe and other fuch 
Methods, render a ffatc long-lived, although not 
immortal. Yet fome Phyficians have thought, that, if 
•f ^cre poffible to keep the feveral Humours of the 
*ody, in an exad equal Balance of each with its op- 
l*"te, it might be immortal ; and fo perhaps would 
* political Body, if the Balance of Power could be 
always held exadly even. ' But I doubt, this is air 
^oft as impoffible in the Pradice as the other. 

*T hath an Appearance of Fatality, and that the 
'^eriod of a State approacheth, when a Concurrence 
^f roany Circumftances, both within and without, u- 
Jite towards its Ruin ; while the whole Body of the 
»^wple are either ftupidly negligent, or elfe giving in 
With all their Might, to thofe very Pra6Uces that are • 
forking their Deftrudic^n. To fee whole Bodies of 
Ijlen breaking a Conftitution by the very fame Errors . 
"lat fo many have been broke before. To obfervc 

Vol. I. E oppofite 
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held it ; wkich was, at laft, very feafonably prevented 
by the late Revolution. However, as it is the Talent 
of human Nature to run from one Extreme to an- 
other; fo, in a very few Years, we have made mighty 
Leaps from prerogative Heights into the Depth of 
Popularity; and, I doubt, to the very lafl; Degree that 
our ConlUtution will bear. It were to be wiihed, that 
the moft auguft Aflembly of the Commons, would pleafe 
to form a PatideSl of their own Power and Privileges, ta 
te confirmed by the entire legiflative Authority j and 
that in as folemn a Manner (if they pleafe) as the 
Magna Charta, But to fix one Foot of their Compais 
where-ever they think fit, and extend the other to luch 
terrible Lengths, without defcribing any Circumfe- 
rence at all ; is to leave us, and themfelves, in a very 
"tanCertain State, and in a fort ofRotation^ that the Au- 
thor of the Oceana never dreamM on. I believe the 
moft hardy Tribune will not venture to affirnV, at pre* 
fent, that any juft Fears of Encroachment are given us 
from the regal Power, or the Fe^ : And, is k then 
impoflible to err on the other Side ? How far muft wc 
proceed ? Or where, fhall we flop ? The' Raging of the 
J^«, and the^ Madnefi of the Feopky are put together 
in holy Writ : ' and it is God alone, who can fay ta 
either, Hitherto Jhalt thou pafsy and no farther,' - 

The Balance of Power, in a limited State, is of 
fuch abfolute Neceffity, that Cromwell himfelf, before 
lie had perfeaiy confirmed Kis Tyranny j having fome 
Occafions for the Appearance of a Parliament, was for- 
ced to create and ereft an entire new Houfe of Lords^ 
(fuch as it was) for a Counterpoife to the Commons. 
And indeed confidering the Vilenefs of the Clay, 1 
have fometimes wondered, that no Tribune of that 
Age, durft ever venture to afk .the Potter , What dofi 
thou make ? But. it was then about the laft A61 of a 
popular Ufurpation ; and Fatey or Cromnuell had al- 
ready prepared them for that of a fingle Perfon. , 

I have been often amazed at the rude, paf&onate 
and miftakeri Refults, which have, at'certain times, fair 
len from great- AiTemhlies^i bo^h antient and modern ; 

and 
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and of other Countries as well as onr own . This gave 
oie the Opinion I mentioned a while ago ; that publick 
Conventions are liable to all the Infirmities, Follies/ 
and Vices of private Men. To which, if there be any 
Exception, it muft be of fuch Affemblies, who aft by 
wdver/al Concert, upon fubiick Principles, and for publich 
Ends ; fuch as proceed upon Debates without u^heco" 
nang Warmth, or Influence from particular Leaders and 
Inflamers ; fuch, whofe Members, inftead ofcannjoffing 
to procure Majorities for their fri'vate Opinions, are rea-^ 
dy to comply *with general foher Refults, although contrary 
to their on,vn Sentiments, Whatever Affemblies aft by 
thefej and other Methods of the like Nature, muft be 
allowed to be exempt from feveral Imperfcftions, to 
which particular Men are fubjedted. But I think,, 
the Source of moft Miftakes and Mifcarriages, in Mat-* 
ters debated by publick Affemblies, arifeth fh>m.tb& 
Influence of private Perfons upon great Numbers^ 
ityled in common Phrafe leading Men and Parties. And 
therefore, when we fometimes meet a/w«; IVords pot 
together, which is called the Vote, or Refolution of an 
Affembly, and which we cannot poffibly reconcile to 
Prudence or puhlick Good; it is moft charitable to con* 
jefture, that fuch a Vote hath been conceived, and 
bom and bred in a prirate Brain ; afterwards raifed and 
fupported by an obfequious Party; and then, with ufu- 
al Methods confirmed by 2in artificial Majority. For, 
let us fnppofe five hundred Meh, mixed, in point of. 
Senfe and Honefly, as ufually Affemblies are ; and 
let OS fuppofe thefe Men propofing, debating, refpK 
ving, voting, according to the mere natural Motions of 
their own little, or much Reafon and Underftanding ; I 
do allow> that Abundance of indigefted and abortive, 
many pernicious and foolifh Overtures would arife, and 
float a few Minutes ; but then they would die, and 
difappear. Becaure,"this mvtfl be faid in behalf of 
human Kind i that common Senfe, and plain Reafon, 
while Men are difengaged from- acquired Opinions,will 
ever have fome general Influence upon t;fieir Minds : 
Whereas^ the Species oi Folly and. Vice are^infimte^ 

£ 2 and 
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and fo diflTerent in ever^ Individual, that they cdtdfl 
never procnre a Majprity^ if other Corruptions did not 
enter to pervert Mens Underftandings, and nufguide 
^eir Wilis. 

To defcribe how Parties are bred in an A&mbly, 
would be a Work too difficult at prefent, and perhaps 
not altogether fafe. Periculofse plenum 9pm aie», Whe- 
ther.thote who are Leaders, ufually arrive at that Sta<^ 
tion, more by aSortof Inftindi, or fecret Compoiltioa 
of their Nature, or Influence of the Stars, dian by the 
PoireiTton of any great Abilities ; may be a Point of 
much. Difpute : But, when the Leader is once fixed,, 
there will never fail to b^ Followers. And Man is fo 
apt to imitate f {o much of the Nature of Sheep^ (Imi* 
tatores, fervum Pecus) that, whoever is fo bold to give 
the firft great Leap over the Heads of tbofe about bim^ 
(although he be the worft of the Flock) fhaU be quick-^ 
}y followed by the red. Be^des, when Parties are once 
formed, the Stragglers look fo ridiculous, and become 
fo infignificant, that they have no other Way, but to 
run into the Herd, which, at leafl, will hide and pro* 
Vtdi them ; and where, to be much confidered, requir* 
eth only to be very violent. 

But there is one Circumftance, with relation to 
Parties, which I take to be, of all others, mod pernio 
cious in a State ; and I would be glad any Partizau 
would help me to a tolerable Reafon, that, becaufe Clor 
dius and Curio happen to agree with me in a few iinr 
gular Notions, I mud therefore blindly follow them in 
all : Or, to (late it at bed, that, becaufe Bihulus^ the 
Party'-Mafiy is perfuaded ^at CioMus and Curio do 
really propofe the Good of their Country, as their 
chief End; therefore Bibulus QxslM be wholly guided 
and governed by them, in the Means and Meafures 
towards it. It is enough for Bibuius, and the reft of 
the Herd to fay, without further examining, I am of 
the Side iKith Clodius, or I 'vote with Curio : Are the(^ 
proper Methods to form and make up what they 
think fit to call the united IVifdom of the Nation? Is it 
fiot pofiible, that, upon fome Occafions, Clodiui may 
i be 
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beboki and infbleiir, borne awaj by his Pafliob, jnali- 
doQs and revengeful j that Curio may be corrupt, and 
cxpde to Sale lus Tongue, or Jiis Pen. I conceive it 
hs below the Dignity, both of hnman Nature, and 
kmaD Reafon, to be engaged in any Party, the moft 
plaofible foever, upon fiich fervile Conditions. 

This Influence of Om upon Mtny, which feemeth ta 
be as great in a People rtprefented^. as it was of old in 
theCexnmons ^oUeHi'vey together with the Confequen* 
ces it hath had upon Uie Legiilature 1 hath given mc 
^uent Occaiion to refled up<Hi what Diodorus telleth 
US of one Chtirondasy a Lawgiver to the Sybarites, aa 
antient People of Italy. ; who was fo averfe from all 
Innovation, efpecially when it was to proceed from 
particular Perfons ; and, I fuppofe, that he might put 
It oat of the Power of Men, fond of their own Notions, 
to difturb the Conflitution at their Pleafures, by ad- 
vaQcing private Scheines> ; as to provide a Statute, that, 
whoever propofed any Alteration to be made, ihould 
ftep out, and do it with a Rope about his Neck : If 
the Matter propofed were generally approved, then it 
ihoold pafs into a Law ; if it went in the Negative,. 
the Propofer to be immediately hanged. Great Mini- 
fters may talk of what Projeds they irieafe ; but I am 
deceived, if a more efFe^ukl one could ever be foun^ 
for taking off (as the prefent Phrafe is) thofe hot un- 
quiet Spirits, who diilurb AlTemblies, and obibndt pa*- 
click Affairs, by Ratifying their Pride, their Malice, 
their Ambition, their Vanity, or their Avarice. 

Those who, in a late Reign, began tiie DiiiindUon 

between the per/onal and political Capacity, feem to 

have had Reafon, if they iadged of Princes by them- 

felves ; For, I think, there is hardly to be found, through 

all Nature, a greater Difference between two Things^ 

than there is between a reprefenting Commoner, in the 

Pundion of his publick Cailing, and the fame Perfbn, 

when he adeth in the common Offices of Life. Here, 

he alloweth himfelf to be upon a Level with the reff of 

Mortals : Here, he followeth his own Reafon, and ht& 

9W& Way ; and rather affieiteth a Singularity inhis AtU- 

ona 



A 

MEDITATION 

U P O N A 

BROOM-STICK: 

ACCORDINGTO 

The Style and Manner of the Honourable 
Robert Boyle's Meditations. 

Written in the Yeai 1703. 



THIS fingle Stick, which you now behold in- 
glorioafly lying in that neglected Corner, I 
once knew in a floarifhing State in a Fo- 
reft: It was full of Sap, full of Leaves, and full 
of Boughs : But now, in vain does the bufy Art of 
Man pretend to vye with Nature, by tying that wi- 
thered Bundle of Twigs to its faplefs Trunk : It is now 
at beft but the reverfe of what it was ; a Tree turned 
ppfide down, the Branches on the Earth, and the Root 
in the Air : It is now handled by every dirty Wench, 
condemned to do her Drudgery ; and by a capricious 
^nd of Fate, deftined to make other Things clean, 
and he nafty itfelf. At length, worn to the Stumps 
in the Service of the Maids, it is either thrown out 
of Doors, or condemned to the laft Ufe of kindling 
a Fire. When I beheld this, I fighed, and faid within 

myfelf. 
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mylelf, Surely Mortal Man is a Broomstick^ 
l^atare fent him into the World ftrong and lofty, ia 
a thriving Condition, wearing his own Hair on his 
Head, the proper Branches of thk reaToning Veeetablef 
until the Ax c^ Intemperance hath lopped off his green 
Boaghs, and left him a withered Tnmk : he then flietk 
to Art, and putteth on a Fgrrvwig% valuing himielf up- 
on an unnatural Bundle of Hairs, all covered with 
Powder, that never grew on his Head: But now, 
ihquld diis our Broamftkk pretend .to entet the Scene, 
proud of thofe Birchen Spoils it never -boie^ and all co- 
vered with Duft, although the Sweepings of the fined 
Lady's Chamber ; we fhould be apt to ridicule and 
defpife its Vaoitjr. Partial. Judges that we are of our 
own Excellencies, and other Mens Defaults ! 

But a Broomftick, perhaps you will fay^ is an Em* 
blem of a Tree (landing on its Head ; and pray what 
\s Man but a topfy-turvy Creature ? his animal Facul* 
ties perpetually mounted on his rational, his Head 
where his Heels fhould be, groveling on the Earth. 
And yet, with all his Faulbs, he ietteth up to be an 
univerfal Reformer and Corredtor of Abutes; a Re- 
mover of Grievances ; jaketh into every Slut's Comer 
of Nature, bringing hidde9 CorruptioAsr to die Ljgh^ 
and raifeth a mightyDud where &ere was none be^re; 
iharing deeply all the while in the very fame Polluti- 
ons he pretendeth to fweep aw^. Hi3 lad Days are 
fpent in Slavery toWon^en, and generally the leaft de- 
serving ; until worn to the Stumps, like his Brother 
Brfomy he is either kicked .^uit of Doors, or made ufe 
6i to kindle Flames for others to warm tliemfelves 
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SEN TIMENTS 

' O F A 

thurch-of'England'Man^ 

With Refpea to 

Religion and Government. 

Written In the Ye A R 1708. 

WHOEVER hath examined the ConduA 
and Proceedings of both Parties for fome 
Years paft, whether in or out of Power, 
cannot well conceive it poflible to go far towards the 
Extremes of either, without offering fome violence to 
his Integrity or Underftanding. A wife and good 
Man may indeed be fometimes induced to comply with. 
^ Number, whofe Opinion he generally approveth,' 
althongh it be perhaps againft his own. But this Li- 
herty (hould be made uie of upon very few Occaiions, 
and thofe of fmall Importance, and then only with a 
View of bringing over his own Side another Time to 
Something of greater and more publick Moment. But 
to facrifice the Innocency of a Friend, the Good of 
our Country, or our own Confcience, to the Humour, 
or Paffion, or Intereft, of a Party ; plainly fhews, that 
either our Heads or our Hearts are not as they Ihould 
he : Yet this very Pradice is the fundamental Law 
of each Fadion among us ; as may be obvious to 
Vol. I. F any 
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any who will impartially, and without Engagement^ 
be at the Pains to examine their Aflions; which, 
however, is not fo eafy a Tafk : For it feemeth a 
Principle in human Nature, to incline one Way more 
than another, even in Matters where we are wholly 
unconcerned. And it is a common obfervation, that 
in reading; a HiHory pf Fads done a thoufand Years 
ago ; or Sanding by a Play among thofe who are per- 
fed Strangers to us, we are apt to find our Hopes and 
Wifhes engaged on a fudden in favour of one Side 
more than anodier. No Wonder then ; that we are 
. all fo ready to intereft ourfelves in the Courfe of pu- 
blick Affairs ; where the moft inconfiderable have fome 
real Share, and, by the wonderful Importance which 
every Man is of to himfelf, a very great imaginary one. 
And indeed when the two Parties that divide the 
whole Commonwealth, come once to a Rupture, with- 
out any Hopes left of forming a Third with better 
Principles, to balance the others ; it feemeth every 
Man's Duty to chufe one of the two Sides, although 
he cannot entirely approve of either ; and all Pretences 
to Neutrality arc juftly exploded by both, being too 
ilale and obvious ; only intending the Safety and £a(e 
of a few Individuals, while the Publick is embroiled. 
This was the Opinion and Pradice of the latter Cato^ 
whom I efleem to have been the wifeil and befl of all 
the Romaw, But before Things proceed to open Vio- 
lence, the trued Service a private Man may hope to 
do his Country, is by unbyafling his Mind as much as 
pofiible, and then endeavouring to moderate between 
the Rival Powers, which muft needs be owned a fair 
Proceeding with the World ; becaufe, it is of all others 
the lead confident with the common' Defign of making 
a Fortune by the Merit of an Opinion, 

I have gone as far as I am able in qualifying myfelf 
to be fuch a Moderator : I believe, I am no Bigot in 
Religion ; and I am fure, I am none in Government. 
I convel"fe in full Freedom with many conflderable 
Men- of both Parti<;s ; and if not in equal Number, it 
is purely accidental and peribnal^ as happening to be 

near 
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near the Court, and to have made Acquaintance there, 
more under one Minittry than another. Then, 1 am 
not under the Neceliity of declaring jnyfelf by tne 
Profped of an Employment. And lailly, if all this 
be not.fufficient,' I induftrioufly conceal my Name; 
which wholly exempts me from any Hopes and Fears 
in delivering my Opinion. 

In confequence of this free Ufe of my Reafon, I 
cannot poffibly think fo well or fo ill of either Party, as 
tbey would endeavour to perfuade the World of each 
other, and of themfelves. For infUnce; I do not 
charge it upon the Body of the ^Ai^i, or the TVrw, 
that dieir feveral Principles lead-them to introduce Pre- 
fcytery, and the Religion of the Church, of ^<^w^ or a 
Commonwealth, and arbitrary Power.. For, why 
ihoold any Party be accufed of a Principle which th^ 
iblemnly difown and proteft againd f fiut, to this they 
Wc a mutual Anfwer ready f they both affurc us, 
that dieir Adverfajies are not to be believed; that 
they difowa their Principles out of Fear ; which are 
nanifeil enough when^ we examine their Pj'adlices. 
Tq prove this, riiey will produce Inttances, on one 
Side, either ol" avowed Prclbyterians, or Pcrfons of 
libertine and atHeilHcal Tenets ; and, on the other, of 
pmfcfled Papifts, or fuch as are openly in the Intereil 
of the abdicated Family. Now, it is very natural for 
alHabordinate Se£ts and Denominations in a Sute, Xo 
fide with fome general Party , and to chufe that which 
*«y find to agree with themlllves in forae general 
Principle. Thus at the Reftorathn^ the Prefiyteriam^ 
•^Mttptifts, Independents^ and other Sedts, did all with 
very good Reafon 'unite and folder up their feveral 
Schemes to join againft the Church ; who, without re?- 
gard tO'their Diftindlions, treated them all as equal 
Advcrfarie?. Thus our prefent DifTenters do very na- 
twally clofe in with the Whigs, who profefs Modera^ 
fion, ledare they abhor all Thoughts of Perfecution^ 
2nd think it hard, that thofe who differ only in a few 
CeremoiiiVj and Speculations, (hould be denied the Pri- 
vilege and Profit of ferving their Country in the higheft 

F 2 Employments 
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Employments of State. Thus, the Atheifts, JLiber- 
tines, Defpifers of Religion and Revelation in general ^ 
that is to fay, all thofe who ufually pafs under the 
Name of Fret-thinkers, do properly join with the 
fame Body ; becaufe they likewife preach up Mtuiera- 
iiofiy and are not fo over nice to dillinguifii between 
an unlimited Liberty of Confcience, and an unlimited 
Freedom of Opinion. Then, 'on the other Side, the 
profefied Firmnefs of the Tories for Epifeopacy, as an 
apoilolical Inftitution ; their Averiion from thofe Se^s 
who lie under the Reproach of having once deihx>yed 
their Conftitution, and who they imagine, by too in- 
difcreet a Zeal for Reformation, have defaced the pri- 
mitive Model of the Church ; next their Veneration 
for monarchical Government in the common Courfe o£ 
Socceflion, and their Hatred to Republican Schemes. 
Thefe, I fay, are Principles which not only the Non- 
juring 2^alots profefs, but even PapiUs diemfelves fall 
readily in with. And every Extreme here mentioned, 
flings a general Scandal upoa the whole Body it pre- 
tendeth to adhere to. 

But furely no Man whatever <mght in Justice or 
good Manners to be charged withPrinaples he adualLy 
difowns^ unlefs his Practices do openly, and without 
the leail Room for doubt,. contradid his Profefiion: 
Not upon imall Surmifes^ or becaufe he has the Mif- 
fortune to have ill Men fometimes agree with hixn in 
a few general Sentiments. However, although .the 
Ej^remes oflVhig and Tory feem with little JuiHce to 
have drawn Religion into their Controveriies,. wherein 
they have fmall Concern ; yet they have both borrowed 
one leading Principle from the Abufe of it; which is, 
to have built their feveral Syflems of political Faith, 
not upon Inquiries after Truth, but upon Oppofition 
to each other, upon injurious Appellations, charging 
their Adverfaries with horrid Opinions, and thea 
reproaching them for the Want of Charity, Ei neuter 
faljo. 

In order to remove thefe Prejudices, I have thought 
nothing could be more eife^ual than to defcribe the 

. • Seatiment& 
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Sendments of a C&«rfi^^-England-Mtf« with reipe^ 
to Religion and Government, This I fhall endeavour 
to do in fuch a Manner as may be liable to the leail 
Objection ^om either Party ; and which I am confi- 
dent would be aflented to by great Numbers in both, 
if they were not mifled to thofe mutual Mifreprefen- 
tations, by fuch Motives as they would be a&iamed 
to own. 

I ihall begin with Religion, 

And here, altliough it maketh an odd Sound, yet It 
is neceflary to fay, that whoever profefleth himlelf a 
Member of the Church of England^ ought to believe a 
God, and his Providence, together with revealed Re- 
ligion, and the Divinity of Chrift, For, befide thofe 
ma/iy thonfands, who (to fpeak in thePhrafe of Di- 
vines) do practically deny all this by the Immorality 
of their Lives ; there is no fmall Number, who, in their 
Converfation and Writings dire6lIy,or by Confequence,. 
tndeavour to overthrow it : yet all thefe place them- 
felvesinthe Lift of the National Church ; although 
at the fame Time (as it is highly reafonable] they are 
great Sticklers for Liberty of Confcience. 

To enter upon particulat's ;. A C^arrit-o/'-England- 
Ma» hath a true Veneration for the Scheme eltaolifhed 
^ong us of Ecclefiaftical Government : and although 
he wm not determine whether Epifcopacy be of di. 
vine Right, he is fure it is moft agreeable to primitive 
Station ; fitteft, of all others, for jpreferving Order 
and Purity, and under its prefent Regulations, bed 
calculated for our civil 'State; he fhould therefore 
tiiink the Abolifhment of that Order among us; 
would prove a mighty Scandal and Corruption to our 
faith, and manifeftly dangerous to our Monarchy ; 
^^Xt he would defend it by Arms againft all the 
Powers on Earth, except our own Legiflature ; in 
which Cafe he would fubmit as to a general Cala- 
mity, a Dearth, or a Peftilence. 

As to Rites and Ceremonies, and Forms of Prayer^ 
»« allows there might be fome ufeful Alterations ; and: 
^^^9 which m the Profpedt of uniting Chriftians. 

F 3^ mightt 



54 ^^ SENTIMENTS «/tf . 

might be very fapportable, as Things declared in their 
own Nature indifferent ; to which he therefore woul<f 
readily comply, if the Clergy, or (although this be not 
fo fair a Method) if the Legijlature fhouM dired ; Yet, 
at the fame time he cannot altogether blame the 
former for their Umvillingnefs to confent to any Al- 
teration ; which, fiefide the Trouble, and perhaps I>if- 
grace, would certainly never produce the good Effedls 
intended by it. The only Condition that could make 
h prudent, and juft for the Clergy to comply in al- 
tering the Ceremonial, or any other indifferent Part, 
would be a firm Refolution in the Legiflature, to in-«~ 
terpofe by fome Ibrift and cffeftual Laws, to prevent 
the rifing and fpreading of new Sedls, how plaufible 
foever, for the futurt ; elfe there moll never be an 
End : And it would be toadi like a Man, who (hould 
pull down and change the Ornaments of his Houfe, 
m Compliance to every one who was difpofed to find 
fault as he paffed by ; which, befides the perpetual 
Trouble and Expence, would very much damage,- 
and perhaps in time deftroy the Building. Seds, in 
a State, feem only tolerated, with any Reafon, becaufe 
they are already fpread ; and becaofe it would not be 
agreeable with fo mild a Government, or fo pure a 
Religion as ours, to ufe violent Methods againft great 
Nunlbers of mijlalen People, while they do not mani- 
feftly endanger the Conftitution of either. But the 
greeted Advocates for general Liberty of Confcience, 
will allow that they ought to be checked in their Be- 
ginnings, if they will allow them to be an Evil at all ; 
or, which is the fame Thing, if they wiH only grant, 
it were better for the Peace of the State, that there 
fliould be none. But, while the Clergy confider the 
natural Temper of Mankind in general, or of our own 
Country in particular ; what AfTurances can they have, 
that any Compliances they fhall make, will remove 
the Evil of Diffenfion, while the Liberty ftill continueth 
0f profeffing whatever new Opinions we pieafe ? Or, 
kow can it be imagined;^ that the Body of dilTenting 
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Teachers, who muft be all undone by fuch a Revolu* 
tion, will not call about fome new Objeftions to with- 
hold their Flocks, and draw in frefli Profdytes by 
fome farther Innovations or Refinements. 

Upon theic Reafons, he is for tolerating fuch dif- 
ferent Forms in religious Worfhip; as are already ad- 
mitted ; but, by no means, for leaving it in the Pow- 
er of thofe who are tolerated, to advance their own 
Models upon the Ruin of what is already eflablifhed ;. 
which it is natural for all Se£ls to defire, ' and which 
they cannot juftify by any confiftcnt Principles, if 
they do not endeavour ; and yet, which they cannot 
£icceed in> without the ntmoft Danger to the publick 
Peace. 

To prevent thefe Inconvemencies, he thinketh it 
highly juft, that all Rewards of Truft, Profit, or Di- 
gnity, which the State leaveth in the Difpofal of the 
Adminiftration, Ihould be given only to thofe, whofe 
Principles direft them to preferve the Conftitution in 
all its Parts. In the late Affair of occafional Conformi- 
py the general Argument of thofe who were againft 
It, was not, to deny it an Evil in itfelf, but that the 
Remedy propofed was violent, untimely, and impro- 
per ; which is the * Bifliop of Sa/ifiurfs Opinion, in 
the Speech he made and published againft the Bill : 
But, however juft their Fears^ or Complaints might 
have been upon that Score, he thinketh it a little too 
grofs, and precipitate to employ their Writers already, 
in Arguments for repealing the Sacramental TV/?, 
npon no wifer a Maxim, than that no Man fhould^ 
on the account of Confcience, be deprived the Li- 
berty of ferving his Country ; a Topiclc which may 
he equally appued to admit Papijis, Atheifts^ Maho- 
»etans. Heathens^ and Jews, If the Chuch wanteth 
Members of its own to employ in the Service of the 
Publick; or be fo unhappily contrived, as to ex* 
dude, from its Communion, fuch Perfons who are 

likelicft 
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likelieft to have great Abilities ; it is time' it (hoold 
be altered and reduced into fome more perfect, or, at 
lead, more popular Form : But, in the mean while, 
it is not altogether improbable, that when thofe, who 
^iflike the Conftitution, are fo very zealous in their 
Offers for the Service of their Country, they are not 
wholly unmindful of their Party, or of themfelves. 

The Dutch j whofe Practice is fo often quoted to 
prove and celebrate the great Advantages of a general 
Liberty of Confcience, have yet a national Religion 
profeAed by all who bear Ofike among them : But 
why fhould they be a Precedent for us, either in Re- 
ligion or Government ? Our Country differeth from 
theirs, as well in Situation, Soil, and Produ^ions of 
Nature, as in the Genius and Complexion of Inha- 
bitants. They are a Commonwealth founded on a 
fudden, by a defperate Attempt in a defperate Con- 
dition, not formed or digefted into a regular Syflem, 
by mature Thought and Reafon, but huddled up un- 
der the PrefTure of fudden Exigencies ; calculated for 
no long Duration, and hitherto fubfifling by Acd-^ 
dent in the Midft of contending Powers, who cannot 
yet agree about (baring it amongft them. Thefe Dif- 
ficulties do, indeed, preferve them from any great 
Corruptions, which their crazy Conftitution would 
extremely fubjed them to in a long Peace. That 
Confluence of People, in a pcrfecuting Age, to a 
Place of Refuge neareft at Hand, put them upon the 
Neceffity of Trade, to which they wifely gave all 
Eafe and Encouragement : And, if we could think 
fit to imitate tifem in this lafl Particular, thefe would 
need no more to invite Foreigners among us ; who 
feem to think no farther, than how to tecure their 
property and Confcience, without projedling any 
Share in that Government which gives them Pro- 
tedion ; or calling it Perfecution^ if it be denied them. 
£ut I fpeak it for the Honour of our Adminiflra-> 
tion ; that although our Se£is are not fo numerous 
as thofe in Holland *, which, I prefume» is not our 
Faulty and I wiih may not be our Misfortune ; we 

much 
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inucK excel them, and all Chriftendom befides, in our 
Indulgences to tender * Confcienccs. One fingle 
Compliance with the National Form of receiving the 
Sacrament, is all we require to qualify any Sedary 
among us for the greateft Employments in the State ; 
after which, he is at Liberty to rejoin his own Affem- 
blies for the reft of his Life. Beiides, I will fuppofe 
any of the numerous Sefts in Holland, to have fo far 
prevailed as to have raifed a Civil War, deftroyed their 
Government and Religion, and put their Adtniniftratws 
to death; after which, i will fuppofe the People to 
have recovered all ^ain, and to nave fettled on their 
old Foundation : Then I would put a Query ; whether 
that Sedl, which was the unhappy Inftrument of all 
this Conftijion, could reafonably expeft to be entruft- 
ed for the future with the greateft Employments ; or> 
indeed, to be hardly tolerated among^ them \ 

To go on with the Sentiments of a Church'of* 
Ehgland-M<?» : He doth not fee how that mighty 
Paffion for the Church, which fome Men pretend, can 
well coniift with thole In^gnities, and that Contempt 
they beftow on the Perfons of the Clergy. It is a 
ftrange Mark whereby to diftinguifh High-Church-Men^ 
that they are fuch, who imagine the Clergy can never 
be too lonjj. He thinks the Maxim thefe Gentlemen 
arc fo fond of; that they are for an humble Clergy, is 
a very good one : And fo is he ; and for an humble 
Laity too ; iince Humility is a Virtue that perhaps 
equally befitteth and adorneth e^'ery Station of Life. 

But then, if the Scriblers on the other fide freely 
fpeak the Sentiments jof their Party ; a Divine of the 
Church of England cannot look for much better Quar* 
ter from thence. You fhall obferve nothing more 
frequent in their weekly Prayers, than a Way of af- 
fefting to confound the Terms of Clergy and High^ 
Church I of applying both indifferently, and then load- 
ing the latter with all the Calumny they can invent. 

They 

• Tj^en fhis ivas VfrifUnt there "was m La-w agatnfi ecctt^ 
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They will tell you they honour a Clergyman ; bu. 
talk *at the fame time, as if there were not Three in 
the Kingdom, who codld fall in with their Definition . 
After the like Manner, they infult the Unifverfities^ as 
poifoned Fountains, and Corrupters of Youths 

Now,, it feemeth clear to me, that 'the Whigs might 
eafily have procured, and maintained a Majority among 
the Clergy, and perhaps in the Univerfities, if they 
had not too much encouraged, or connived at this 
Intemperance of Speech,, and Virulence of Pen, in 
the worft and moft proftitute of their Party : Among 
whom there hath been,, for fome Years pad, fuch a 
perpetual Clamour againd the Ambition, the implaca- 
ble Temper, and the Covetoufnefs of the Priefthood; 
Such a Cant of Hieh-Churchf and Per/ecuitott^ and be- 
ing Priift^iUen ; lo many Reproaches about narrami 
Principles^ or TVrfflu ofCommunitm: Then fuch fcanda- 
lous Reflexions on the Univerfities, for infediing the 
Youth of the Nation with arbitrary and Jacobite Pria- 
ciples ^ that it was natural for thofe, ^hb had the 
Care of Religion andi Education, to apprehend fome 
general Defign pf altering the Conflitution^of both. 
And all this was the more extraordinary, becaufe it 
could not eafily be forgot, that, whatever Oppofition 
was made to the Ufurpations of King James^ proceed- 
ed i^together from the Church oi England^ and chiefly 
from the Clergy^ and one of the Univerfities. For, 
if it were of any Ufe to recal Matters of Fa6t, what is 
more notorious than that Prince's applying himfelf firft 
to the Chu£ch of England^ and, upon their Refufal to 
fall in with his Meafures, making the like Advances 
to the Dijfenters of all Kinds, who readily and al- 
mofl univerfally complied with him; affecting, ,in 
their numerous Addrefies and Pamphlets^ the Style 
of Our Brethren the Roman Catholicks i whofe Interef^s 
they put on the fante Foot with their own ; and 
fome of Crofnfweir^ Officers took Pods in the Army 
raifed againft the Prince of Orange. Thefe Proceed- 
ings of theirs, they* can only extenuate by urging die 
Provocations they had met from the Church in King 

Ch€trlis\ 
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CiiarJes's Reign ; which^ althoagb perhaps excufable 
apon the Score of haman Innrmity ; are not, by 
any Means, a Plea of Merit, equal to the Conftanc/ 
and Sufferings of the Biihops and Clergy ; or of the 
Head and Fellows of Magdalen College j that fumilh- 
fti the .Prince of Orange's Declaration with fuch 
powerful Arguments, to juflify and promote the Re- 
volution. 

Therefore a C/&«rf^-y*-England-Af<wr abhors the 
Homoar of the Age, in delighting to fling Scandals 
npon the Clergy in general ; which, beiides the 
Difgrace to the Reformation, and to Religion itfelf, 
cafteth an Ignominy upon the Kingdom, that it doth 
not deferve. We have no better Materials to com- 
pound the Prieilhood of, than the Mafs of Man- 
idnd, which, corrupted as it is, thofe who receive 
Orders, mud have lome Vices to leave behind them» 
when they enter into the Church ; and if a few do 
ftill adhere, it is no Wonder, but rather a great one 
that they are no worfe. Therefore he cannot think 
Amhitioftj or Love of Po^er, more juflly laid to their 
Charge, than to other Men ; becaufe, that would be 
tom^e Religion itfelf, or at lead the bed ConlHtu- 
tion of Church-Government anfwerable for the Errors 
and Depravity of human Nature. 

Within thefe laft two hundred Years, all Sorts 
of temporal Power have been wreftcd from the 
Clergy, and much of their EcclefiafHck : The Rea- 
fon, or Juftice of which Proceeding, I fhall not ex- 
amine ; but that the Remedies were a little too vio- 
lent, with rcfpeft to their Pojfejfions^ the Legiflature 
hath lately confeHed, by the Rcmiflion of their firfi 
bruits. Neither do the common Libellers deny this % 
who, in their Invectives only tax the Church with 
an unfatiable Defirc of Power and Wealth, (equally 
common to all Bodies of Men, as well as Indivi- 
duals) but thank God, that the Laws have deprived 
them of both. However, it is worth obferving the 
Jviftice of Psyrties : The SeAs among us are apt to 
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complain, and think it hard Ufage to -be reproached 
now, after fifty Years, for overturning the State, for 
the Murder of a Xing; and the Indignity of an Ufur- 
patlon ; yet thefe very Men, and their Partifans, are 
continually reproaching the Clergy, and laying to 
their Charge xhe Pride, the Avarice, the Luxury, th« 
Ignorance, and Superflition of Poptfi? Times, /or a 
thoufand Years paft. 

He thinketh it a Scandal to Government, that fuch 
an unlimited Liberty fhould be allowed of publiihing 
Books againfl: thofe Do£lrines in Religion, wherein 
all Chri^ans have agreed ; much more to connivs 
at fuch Tradb as rejed all Revelation, and, by their 
Confequenjes, often deny the very Being of a God. 
Surely it is not a fufficient Atonement for the Wri- 
ters, that they profefs much Loyalty to the prefent 
Government, and fprinkle, up and down, fome Argu- 
ments in favour of the Dijfenters ; that they difpute, 
as ftrenuoufly as they can, for Liberty of Confcience, 
and inveigh largely againft all EcclefiaiHcks, under the 
Name of Hlgh-Clmrch ; and, in ihort, under the 
Shelter of fome popular Principles in Politicks and 
Religion^ xmdermine the Foundations of all Piety and 
Virtue. 

As he doth not reckon every Schifm of that damn- 
able Nature, which fome would reprcfentj fo he 
is very far from clofmg with the new Opinion of thofe, 
v^ho would make it no Crime at all ; and argue at a 
wild Rate, that God Almighty is delighted with the 
Variety of Faith and Worfhip, as he is with the Va- 
rieties of Nature. To fuch Abfurdities are Men car- 
xied by the Affedation of Free-thinkings and remo<ving 
she Prejudices of Education ; under which Head, they 
have," for fome Time, begun to lift Morality and Reli- 
gion, It is certain, that, before the Rebellion in 1 641, 
although the Number of Puritans^ (as they were then 
tcalled) were as great as it is with us ; and although 
they afFedled to follow Paftors of that Denomination, 
yet thofe Paftors had Epifcopal Ordination, pofTeffed 
Preferments in the Church, and were fometimes pro- 
moted 
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noted to Bifliopricks themfelres. But a Breach, in the 
.general Form of Worihip, was, in thofe Days, reck- 
oned fo dangerous and unful in itfelf, and To ofTcnftve 
to Romim Cathoiicks at home and abroad ; that it was 
too unpopular to be attempted : Neither, I believe^ 
was die Expedient then found out, of maintaining fe- 
f arate Paftors out of private Purfes, 

When a Schifm is once ipread in a Nadon, there 
groweth, at lengthy aDifpute, which are the Schifma-. 
ticks. Without oitring on the Arguments, ufed by 
both Sides amoi^g us, to £x the Guilt on each other ; 
it is cert^n, that, m the Senfe of theLa^, the Schifm 
liethon that Sideivhi<;h oppofeth itfelf'to die Religion 
of die State. I leave it among Dwnes to dilate upon 
the Danger ofSchi/m, as a fpirituai Evil ; but I would 
confider it only as a temporal one. And I think it 
clear, that ai>y great Separation from the eilabliflied 
Worfhip, although to a new one that is more pure 
and perfefty ^nay be an Occafion of endangering the 
pQblick Peace 4 becaufe, it will compofe a Body al- 
ways in referve, prepared t6 follow any difcontented 
Heads, upon ihe plaufible Pretext of advancing frta 
hligionj and oppoiing Error, Superftition, or Idola* 
try. For this Re^fon, Plato, layeth it down as a 
Maxim, that Men ought to «worJhip the Gods, according 
to the Laucf of the Country ; and he introduceth Socrates, 
in his laft Difcourfe, utterly difowning the Crime laid 
to his Charge, of teaching neuu Di'vinities, or Methods 
of Worfhip. Thus the poor Hugonots of Francfy 
were engaged in a Civil War, by the fpecious 
Pretences of fome,^ who, under the Guife of Re- 
ligion, facrificed fb many thoufand Lives to their 
own Ambition, and Revenge. ■ Thus, was the whole 
Body of Puritans in England, drawn to be the Inftru- 
ments, or Abettors of all Manner of Villany, 
by the Artifices of a fe<w Men, whofe * Defigns 
from the firft, were levelled to deflroy the Conflia*- 
tion both of Relieion and Government. And thus, 
even in Holland itfelf, where it is pretended that 
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the Variety of Se^s live fo amicably together, -and in 
fuch perfeA Obedience to the Magiftrate ; it is noto- 
rious, how a tarbalent Party joining vtith the ^/frvd- 
niam, did, in the Memory ef our Fathers, attempt to 
deftroy the Liberty of that Reptrblick. "So that, up- 
-on the wh<^, where Se&s are tolerated in a State, it 
18 fit they (hould enjoy a full Liberty of Confdence, 
and every other Privilege of free- bom Subjedts, to 
•nvlnch no Ponioer is annexed. And to preferve' their 
Obedience -upon all Emergencies, a Government can- 
not give them too miuch £afe, nor truftthem witfk too 
little Power, 

The Clergy aue uAially charged with a perfecuthtg 
Sfiritf which they are faid to difcover by an impla- 
cable Hatred againft s\\ Dtffenters ; and this appeareth 
to' be more unreadable, becaufe they fufFer lefs in 
their Interefb by a To/eration, than any of the Cen- 
forming Laity: For, while the Church remaineth in ks 
prefent Form, no Dijfenter can pofllbly have any Share 
m its Dignities, Revenues, or Power ; whereas, by 
once receiving the Sacrament, he is rendered capable 
of the higheft Employments in the State. And it is 
very pofiible, that a narrow Education, together widi 
a Mixture of human Infirmity, may help to beget, 
among fome of the Clergy in Pojfejfiim^ fuch an Aver- 
fion and Contempt for all Innovators^ as Phyficiaris aire 
apt to have for Emfyricksy or Lawyers for Pettifoggers, 
or Merchants for Pedlars, But) fince the Number of 
Se^aries doth not concern the Clergy, either in Point 
of Intereft, or Confcience, (it being an Evil not in 
their Power to remedy) it is more fair and reafonable 
to fuppofe, their Dillike proceedeth from the Dangers 
they apprehend to the Peace of the Commonwealth ; 
in the Ruin whereof, they muft expert to be the firH 
and greateft Sufferers. 

To conclude this Sc6lion, it muft be obferved, 
that there is a very good Word, which hath of late 
fuffered much by both Parties; I mean Moderation ; 
which the one Side very juftly difowncth, and the 
other as unjuiily pretendeth to. Beiide what pafleth 

every 
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timy Da/ in Conrei^atioQ ; any M^ who reads the 
Papas publiihcd by Mr, Lejly, and others of his Stamp* 
mnft seeds conclude, that, if this Author could make 
the Nation £se his Adverfaries, under the Colours he 
paints cbem in ; we had nothing elfe to do, but rife as 
one Man, >and deftroy fudi Wretches from the Face 
flf the Earth. On the other Side, how fliali we ex- 
cufe die Advocates for Modcrafion ; among whom, I 
wold appeal to aa hundred. Papers of univerfal Ap- 
probation, by the Caufii they were writ for, whichJay 
iuch Pdnciples ta the whole Body of the Tories, as, if 
fbey wen; true, an4 believed ; oar next Bufipefe ihottld» 
m Prudence, be to ered GiUbc^ in every Pariih, and 
laag them out of the Way. But, I fuppofe, it is 
^eiomed, the conunoii People undet^and R^iillery^ ot 
tt kaft Rbetmick j and will not take Hyperboles in toa 
ateral a Senfe ; which, however, in fome Jandures, 
^t prove a defperate Experiment. And this is 
ModeraHott^ 'w^ the moder/f Senfe of the Word ; to 
^cb, fpeaking in^p8i<iially, the Bigou of both Parties 
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^^ Sentiments of a Church-of-England- 
Man, with refpeSt to Government, 

WE look t^on it as a very juil Reproach, although 
we cannot a^ree where to £x it^; that there 
ftould be {o much Violence and Hatted* in religious 
Matters, among Men who agree in all Fundamentals, 
^ only differ in fome Ceremonies ; or, at moft, mere 
^culative Points. Yet, Is not this frequently th^ Cafe 
y^twecn contending Parties in a State ? For Inftance \ 
i^o not the Generality of IVbigs and Tories among us, 
pfofefs to ara^ee in the fame Fundamentals ; their Loy^ 
^^ to the Qu££N, their Abjuration of the Pretender^ 
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the Settlement of the Crown in the Proteftant Line ; 
and a Revolution Principle F Their AfFeftion ta the 
Church eftabliihed* with Toleration of Dijfenters f 
Nay, fomctimes they go farther, and pafs over into each 
other's Principles ; the Whigs become great Aflferters 
of the Premgativc ; and the 7>n>/, of the People's 
Liberty ; thele Cfying down almoft the whole Set of 
Biihops, and thofe defending them ; fo that the Dif- 
ferences fairly fiated,^ would be much of a Sort with 
thofe in Religion among us ; and amount to little more 
than, nuho fitndd take Place^ or go in \and put frft^ or 
hifs the ^een^s Hand\ and what are thefe but a few 
Court Ceremonies f Or tfoho /hould be in the Mimftry f 
And what is that to the Body of ^thcf Nation,- bat a 
tckttt/peculati<ve Point ? Yet, I think, it niuft be allow- 
ed, that no religious Se6ls ever carried their mutual 
Averiions to ereater Heights, than our State Pardes 
Mave done ; wno, the more to inflame their Paffigns, 
have mixed religious and Civil Animoiities toget&er ; 
borvowing one of tjieir Appellations from the Churth, 
with the Addition of High and Lowi how little foeyer 
their Difputes relate to die Term> as it is generally un* 
derilood. 

I now proceed to deliver the Sentifnents of a CJhurch' 
ef-EnglsLXid'-Man, with refpefi to Government. 

He doth not think the Church of England {o nar- 
rowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with any regu- 
lar Speties of Government; nor doth he think any one 
regular Species of Government, more acceptable to God 
than another. The three generally received in the 
Schools, have all of them their feveral Pcrfe6lion», and 
are fobjeft ta their feveral Depravations ; However, 
few States are ruined by any Defeft in their InfHtn- 
tion, but generally by the Corruption of M^^nners ; 
againil which, the beft InfHtution is no long Security, 
and without which, a very ill one may i'ubfift and 
flourifli : Whereof there are two pregnant Inftances 
now in Europe. The firft is the Ariflocracy of Ve^ 
nice; which, founded upon the wifefb Maxims, and 
digeiled by a great Length Qf Time^ hath, in our Age, 
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admitted fo many Abafes, through the Degeneracy of 
the Nobles, that the Period of its Duration feemedi to 
approach. The other is the united RepobUcks of the 
Staies Gemral; where a Vein of Temperance, Ii»- 
dofhy, PaHimony, and a pablick Spirit, running through 
the whole Body of the People, Hath preferved an in- 
fant Commonwealth, of an untimely Birth, and fickly 
Conftittttion, for above an himdred Years, through lb 
many Dangers and Difficulties, as a much more healthy 
one cottkt never have ftruggled againft, without thofe 
Advantages. 

Where Security of Perfon' and Property is pre** 
lerved by Laws, which none but the IVhoU can re^ 
peal, there the gfeat Ends of Government are pro* 
vided for, whether the Adminiftration be in the Hands 
of One or of Many, Where any one Perfon^ or Body 
of Men, who do not reprefent the Wbole^ feizeinto 
their Hands the Power in the laft Refort ; there is pro^ 
perly no longer a Government, but what AriftotU^ and 
ids Followers, call the Abufe and Corruptions of one* 
This Diftindion excludeth arbitrary Power, in what- 
ever Numbers; which, notwithftandine all that Hohhes^ 
'Filmer^ and others, have faid to* its Advantage, I look 
opon as a greater Evil than Anarchy itfelf ; as mqch as 
a Savage is in a happier State of Life, than a Sla^ve at 
the Oar. 

It is reckoned ill Manners, as well as unreafonable,. 
ior Men to quarrel upon Difiecence in Opinion ; be«^ 
cauie that it is ufually fuppofed to be a I'hing which 
BO Man can help in himlelf : But this I do not con* 
ceive to be an univerfal infallible Maxim, except in 
thofe Caies where the Queftion is pretty equally dif- 
pated among the Learned and the Wife : Where it is 
otherwife, a Man of tolerable Realbn, fome Experi-^ 
eace, and willing to be inftrudted, may apprehend he. 
is got into a wrong Opinion, although the whole. 
Courib of his Mind and Inclination,, would periuadei 
him to believe it true : He may be convinced that he^ 
is in an Error, akhoughhe^oth not fee where it lieth ;. 
by the bad EifeiU of it in the common Conduct of hijK. 
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Life ; and by obfcrving thofe Perfons, for whofe Wl^ 
dom, and Goodnefs he hath die greateft Deference; 
to be of a contrary Sentiment. According to HMesh 
Comparifon of Reafiming with cafting up Accounts ; 
whoever findethaMiftakein xheSmttetaiy mnUt allovr 
himfelf out; although, after repeated Trials, he may 
not fee in which Article he hath mifreckoned. I will 
inftance, in one Opinion, which I look upon every 
Man obliged in Confcience; to quit, or in Prudence to 
conceal ; I mean^ that whoever argueth in Defence of 
abfolute Power in a fingle Perfon, although he offers 
the old plaufible Piea, that it k hts Ofnuion, huhich he 
cannot help, unkfs he be cfnpuincedy ought, in all free 
States, to- be treated as the common Enemy of Man- 
kind. Yet this is laid as a heavy Charge upon the 
Ckrgy of the two Reigns before the Re^olutitm ; who, 
«nder the Terms of Paffive Obedience and Nan-Refift* 
once, are faid to have preached up the unlimited Power 
ef the Prince, becasie they found it a Doctrine that 
pleafed die Court, and made way for their Prefer- 
ment. And I believe there may be Tmth enough in 
this Accufation, to convince us, that hoatan Frselty 
will too often interpofe itfelf among Perfons of t?he 
kolieft Fnndlion. However, it may be offered in Ex- 
cafe for the Clergy> that in the beft Societies there are 
fome ill Members, which a corrupted Court and Mi- 
ftiflry wi^indoftriottfly find out, and introduce. Be- 
fides, it is manifeft that the greater Number of thofe, 
who held and preached this Dodrine,. were mifgaided 
by equivocal Terms, and by perfeA Ignorance in the 
Principles of Government, which they had not made 
any Part of their Study. The Queilion originally put, 
and as I remember to have heard it difputed in pii»- 
blick Schools, was this ; Whether, under aty Pretence 
ivhatfoe^er, it may be lanuful to refijt the fuprewu Ma* 
giflratc, which was held in the Negative; and this is 
certainly the right Opinion, fiut many of the Clergy 
and other learned Men, deceived by adnbious Bxfn^f- 
fion, miftook the OhjeB to which P-aJJi've Obedience 
was due. By xltiefupreme Magiftrate i« properly an- 
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derftood the Icgiflathre Power, which in all Govern- 
ment muft be abfolute and\inlimited. But the word 
Magifirate feeming to denote a ftrtgie Perfon, and to 
exprefs the executive Power ; it came to pafs, that the 
Obedience doe to the Legijlature was, for want of 
knowing or confidering this eafyDiftin^on, mifapplied 
to the Adtmmfiratien, * Neither is it any Wonder, that 
the Clergy, or other well-meaning People, fhould of- 
ten fall into this Error, which deceived Hobhes him- 
lelf (b far, as to be the Foundation ef all the political 
Miftakes in his Book ; where he perpetuaUy confounds 
the Executi've with the Legi/laii<ve Power f though all 
well inftituted Slates have ever placed them in differ- 
ent Hands ; as may be obvious to thofe who know 
aoy thing of Athensj SpartOy 7hehesy and other Re- 
peblicks of Gweeee ;, a» well as the greater ones ofCar* 
tbage and Rome\ 

Bestpes, it is to be confidered, that when thefe 
Dodbines began to be preached among us, the King- 
dom had net quite worn out the Memory of that 
horrid Rebellion^ under the Confequences of which it 
hadgroned aJmoil twenty Years. And a lueak Prince^ 
in Conjunction with a SucceEion of mod prefHtute 
Minifters, began again to difpofe the People to new 
Attempts ; which it was, no doubt, the Clergy's Duty 
to endeavour to prevent 5 if fome of them had not 
for want of Knowledge in temporal Affairs ; and o- 
thcrs, perhaps, from a worfe Principle, proceeded up- 
on a Toptck, that, fbridtry followed, would enHave 
all Mankind. 

Among other theological Arguments, madeufe of 
in thofe Times, in Praife of Monarchy, and Juftifica- 
tion of abfolute Obedience to a Prince, there feemed 
to be one o( a fingular Nature : It was urged, that 
Heaven was governed by a Monarch, who had none to 
coi^troul his Power, but was abfolutely obeyed : Then 
it followed. That earthly Governments were the more 

erfedk, the nearer they imitated the Government in 
eaven. All which I look upon as the ftrongeft Ar- 
gomeat againft deJ^oiUk Power that ever was offered 1 
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fioce no.Reafon can poflibly be xfisnaedp why it is beft 
Ibr the World that God Almighty Easth fuch aPower, 
which doth not diredly prove that ao mortal Man. 
ihoold ever have the like. 

But although a C^«rf^-^£iiglan4-AfAiv thinketk 
every Species of Government equally iawfui^i he doth, 
not Uiink them equally ixpedient j or for every Coun-^ 
try indifferently. There may be fomeching in th^ 
Climate, naturally difpoiing Men t9war4& one Sort of 
Obedience ; as iti& sminifcft all over Afia^ where we 
never read of any Commonwealth, except fonsie fmall 
ones on the Wefiem CoaHs, eUabliihed by the Gr^^ii* 
There may be a great deal in the Situation cf a 
Country^ aod in the prefent Gtmus of the People. 
It hath been obferved that the temperate Climates 
ufually run into moderate Govecnmeats, and the Ex- 
tremes into defpotick Power. It is a Remark of 
HobbeSf that the Youth of BngUmd are corrupted in 
their Principles of Government, by reading the Au- 
thors of Greece and Rome^ who vail under ComnM>n* 
wealths^ But it might have been more fairly ofiered 
£[>c the Honour of Liberty, that while the reH of the 
known World was over-run with the arbitrary Go- 
vernment of fingle Perfons; Arts and Sciences took their 
Rife, and fiourifhed only in thofe few fmall Territo- 
ries where the People were free^ . And, although- 
Learning may continue after Liberty is loft^ as it did in 
Rome^ for a while upon the Foundation laid under the 
Commonwealth, and the particular Patronage of ionw 
Emperors ; yet it hardly ever began under a yjrramvjr in 
any Nation : Becauie Slavery is of all Things the great- 
eil Clog and Obilade to Speculation. And indeed, Ar«i- 
bitrary Power is but the fird natural Step from Anarchy 
or t^^/a*vage Life \ the adjuiling Pct^er and Freed^. 
being an EfFe^ and Confequence of maturer Think<* 
ing : And this is no where ib duly regulated as in a 
limited Monarchy: Becaufe I believe it may pais for a 
Maxim in State, that the Admit^JtroHm eampt be plo' 
ced in too few Hands, nor the hegijlatnre in too msaxy^ 
Now in this material Point, the Conftitution of the 
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Inilijh Government far exceedeth all others at this 
Time on the Earth ; to which the prefent Eilablifti- 
ment of the Church doth fo happily agree, that I 
think, whoever is an Enemy to either^ muft of Ncceffi- 
ty befo to hth^ 

He thinketh, as our Monarchy is conftituted, an 
Hereditary Right is mnch to be preferred before Eh* 
3ion. Becaufe, the Government here, efpecially by 
fome late Amendments, is fo regularly difpofed in all 
its Parts, that it almoil execoteth itfelf. And therefore, 
npon the Death of a Prince among us,. the Adminiftra- 
tion goeth on without any Rub or Interruption. For 
tie fame Reafbns, we have lefs to apprehend from the 
Weaknefs, or Fufy of oor Monarchs, who have fuch wife 
Councils to guide the firft, and Laws to reftrain the o- 
ther. And therefore, this Hereditary Right fhould be 
Ifeptfofacred, as never to break the Succeflion, unlefs 
where the preferving it may endanger the Conftitution ; 
which is no£ from any intriufick Merit, or unalienable 
Right in z particular Fami/f; but to avoid the Confe-* 
quenccs that uTualty attend the Ambition of Competi- ' 
tow, to which: elective Kingdoms arc expofed ; and 
which is the only Obftaclc to hinder them from arri- 
"^Z at the greateft Perfe£lion that Government can 
pombly reach. Hence appears the Abfurdity of that 
Diftindion between a King de/a^o, and one dejure, 
with refpedt to us : For every limited Monarch is a. 
^ng dejure^ becaufe he governeth by the Conftnt of 
'^^WhiUi which is Authority fufficient^o abolifh ait 
precedent Reign. If a Kiti5;'Come'in by Conquefl, he is 
no longer 2. lipated Mott&TCh r If he afterwards confent 
to Limitations, he becometh immediately King deju- 
^ff for the fame Reafon. 

The great Advocates for Succejflon^ who affirm it 
^°ght not to be violated upon any Regard or Confide- 
ration whatever, do infift much upon one Argument, 
fnat feemeth to carry little Weight. They would have 
"1 that a Cnywn is. a Prince's Birth-right, and ought, at 
ie^ft, to be as well fecured to him, and his Poftcrhy, 
^ ^he Inheritimce of any private Man ; in Ihort, that 
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he has the fame Titk to his Kingdom, which every In- 
dividual hath to his Property.. Now the Confeqqence 
ef this Do^ne mufl be, th&t a$ a maa may find ibve- 
ral way& to wafle, mifp^nd, or abufe his Patrimony, 
without being anfwerable to the Laws ; (b a King, may 
in like Manner do what he will with his (ywn \ that is, 
he may fquander and mifapply his Revenues, and even, 
alienate the Crown,.without being called toan Account 
by his Subje£is. They allow fuch a Prince to be guilty, 
indeed of much Folly and Wickednefs; but for tliefe- 
he is anfwerahk to God, as every f rivate M'^ mufl be,, 
who is guilty of MifmAnag^meat in his own Concerns^ 
Now the Folly of this Reafoiui» will beii aopear, by 
^plying it in a parallel Cafe ; £ould any Maa argiie,k 
that a ray£dan is fuppofed to onderi&andhis own Art 
bed i that the Law proce^ethand encourageth his Pro- 
&jS]on : And therefore, although he fhould manifeftly 
prefcribe Pot/on to all his Patients, whpreof they muft 
immediately die ; he cannot be juftly pimiflied, bat is- 
anfwerable onlv to God, Or ihould the fame, be o^er-* 
ed im behalf oi a Divme, who would preach s^;;ain& 
Religion, and moral,Duties : In eithei; of the& two 
(pa{b, every Body ufould' £nd out ihe> SophiAry ; an4 
jrefently anfwer,, tEat, althou^ coounou Men are not 
exadly {killed in the Compouti(30Du or Application of 
Medicines,, or in pfefcribing^the.Linutsof Duty; yet 
the Difference between Po^ns, and Rtmediei, is eaifily 
knowA by their Efii^^b, and common Reafon fqon di**^ 
fiinguiiheth Wweeii Virtue^ aiid Vice: and. it nmft b« 
QecejTary to forbid both thefe the. further tx^J^Q^ o£ 
their Profeflion^i bec^fe, their Crimea are npt purely 
perfonal to the Phyfician oc thf-Diyinf, biitde^rudtivei 
to- the Publick. All which is ininitely flrongeri in 
lefpei^ to a Prince j in whoie good, or ill CpnduA, the 
Happinefs, or Misery of a whole Nation is included \ 
whereas, it is of fmall Confequence to the Publick, 
farther than Ex^nple, how any private Perfon ma* 
nageth his Property. 

But, granting that the Right of a lineal SuccefTor 
to a Crowi^ were upon the iiune Foot with thei 
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Property of a Stibjed 5 ftill it may, at any time be 
transferred by the legiflative Power, as other Proper- 
ties frequently are. The fupreme Power m a State 
<an do no JVnmg ; becaufe, whatever that 4oth, is 
the Aftion of all : And when die Lawyers apply this 
Maxim to the Kingy they mufl iinderftand it only im 
that Sen&, as he is Adminiibrator of the fupreme 
Power; otherwiie^ it is not univerfany true, but 
jnayhe controuled in feveral Inftances eafy to pro- 
dace. 

And thefe are the Topicks we muft proceed upon, 
to juftify oar Excluiion of the young Pretender in 
f ranee: That of his fufpefled Birth being merely 
|)Opular, and therefore not made ufe of, as I re- 
member, fince the Revolution, in any Speech, Vote, 
or Proclamation, where there was Occafion to men- 
tion him. 

As to the JbMcathn of King 'James^ which the 
Advocates on that Side look upon to have been forj- 
cible and unjuft, and confequently void in itfelf ; 1 
Aink a Man may obferve every Article of the Ehglijh 
Church, without being in much Pain about it. It 
is not unlikely that aU Doors were 'laid open for his 
Departure, and perhaps not withoHt the Privity of 
the Prince of Orange ; as reafonably concluding, that 
the Kingdom might be better fettled in his AbTence!: 
But to amrm, he had any Caufe to apprehend the fame 
Treatment with his Father, is an ixnprobable Scandal 
flung upon the Nation by a few bigocted French Scri- 
Wers, or the invidious Aflertion Of a ruined Pdfty ^ 
^ome, in tbe Bitternefe of their Souls. Not one ma- 
terial Circumftance agreeing with thofe in 1648;. and 
the greateft Part of the Nation having prefei*vcd the 
utmoft Horror for that ignominious Murder, But 
whether his Removal was caufed by his own teari^ 
or other Mens Artifices, it is . manJfefl: to me, that 
fiippofing the Throne to be vaCant,'*which wa? the 
Foot the Nation went upon; the Body of the 
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Peopk was thereupon left at. Libert/f te chuie what 
*Form of Government tbqy pkafed, by themfelvesor 
their Reprefentatives. 

The only Difficulty of any Weight againft the 
Proceeflines at the Revolutipn, is an obvious Objedli- 
,on, to which the Writers upon that Subject have not 
^et given a direft, or fufficient Anfwer ; as ST they 
were in Pain at fome Confequehces, which they ap- 
jjrehendcd thofe of the contrary Opinion might draw 
froni it. I will repeat this Objedlion, as it was offer- 
ed me fome time ago, with all its Advantages, hy a 
"Very pious, learned, and worthy * Gentleman of the 
"Nonjuring Party. 

The Force of his Argument turned upon this.; 
fhat^he Laws made by the fupreme Power, cannot 
otherwife than by the fupreme Power be annulled : 
That, this confifting in Engltind of a Kinjg;, Lord^ 
and Commons, whereof each have a negative Voice, 
no two of fliem can repeal or ena6t a I/aw without 
jConfent of the third; much lefs, may any one of 
them be entirely excluded from its Part of the Le- 
ciflature by a Vote of the other two. That all thefc 
T^axims were openly violated at the Revolution.; 
where an A/fembly of the Nohla and -Peophy not fum- 
moned by the King's Writ, '/which was an cflential 
Part of thdrConllitution), and confequently no law- 
ful Meeting ; did, merely ypon their own Authority, 
-dedare the Kin^ to ha\'e abdicated, t&e Throne 
vacant ; and gave the Crown, by a Vote, to a Ke- 
phe^iVy when there were three Children to inherit ; al- 
though by the fundamental Laws of the Realm, the 
next Heir is immediately to fucceed. Neither doth 
it appear, how a Prince's Ahdication can make any 
other Sort of Vacancy in the Throne, than would 
be caUfed by his Death ; fince he cannot abdicate 
•for his Children, (who clainri their Right of Succef- 
*fion by A61 of Parliament), otherwilc than by his 

own 
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-tyvmCo&fent, in Foriny to a Bill from the two Hoif* 

And this is the Difficulty that feemeth chiefly to 
(Hck with the irioft reafonable ^f thofe, who, from a 
mereSauple of Confcience, refufe to join with us 
upon the 'Revolution 'Principle; but for the reft, aie^' 
I believe, as far from loving arbitrary Government, 
as any others can be, who are bom under a free Con- 
(titotion, and are allowed to have the leail Share of 
common good Senfe. 

In thi%Obje^ion, diere are two-QuelHons inclu- 
ded : Firfl, Whether upon the Foot of our Conftitu- 
tion, as it ftood in the Reign of the late King Jamet^ 
a King of England may be depofed ? The Jecond is. 
Whether the People of England^ conveened by their 
own yVuthority, after the King had withdrawn him- 
felfin the Manner he did, had rower to alter the Suc- 
ceffion ? 

As for the firft ; it is a-Point I fliall not prefume to 
determine; and (hall therefore only fay, that to any 
Man who holds the-Negative, I would demand the 
Liberty of putting the Cafe as ftrongly as I pleafe. 
I will fuppofe a Prince limited by Laws like ours, 
yet running into a thoufand Caprices of Cruelty, like 
^m or Caligula. I will fuppofe him to murder his 
Mother and his Wife, to commit Incefl, to ravifli 
Matrons, to blow up the Senate, and burn his Metro- 
polis ; openly to renounce God and thrift, and wor- 
ftip the Devil : Thefe, and the like exorbitancies 
are in the Power of afingle Perfon to commit with* 
out the Advice of a Miniftry, or AfCftance of an 
Army. And if fudh a King, as I have defcribed, 
cannot be depofed but by his own Confent in Par- 
liament, I do not well feeliow he can be refjied\ or 
what can be meant by a limited Monarchy; or 
^vhat fignifies the People's Confent, in making and 
repealing Laws, if the Perfon who adminillers hath 
no Tie of Confcience, and is anfwerable to none but 
God. I defire no ftronger Proof that an Opinion 
ffluft be falfe, than to find very great Abfurdities an- 
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jiexed to it ; and there cannot be greater than 4n the 
prefent Cafe : For it is not a bare Speculation^ that 
ILings may run into fuch Enormities as are above 
jnentioned ; the Pra^ice may be proved by Exam* 
pies, not only drawn from the firil Ce/ars, or later 
Emperors, but many modem Princes of Europe ; fuch 
as Peier the Cruel, PJifi/tf II. of Sfain, John Ba/t/o- 
•vils of Mu/covy ; and in our Nation, King yohn, 
Richardlll, and Henry VIJI. But there cannot be 
equal Abfurdities fnppofed in maintaining the con- 
trary Opinion.; -becajuie it is certain, that Princes 
have it in their Power to keep a M^ority on their 
Side by any tolerable Adminiftration ; until provo- 
Iced by^ continual Oppreilions, no Man indeed can 
.then anfwer where the Madnefs .of the People will 
ftop. 

As to the fecond Part of the Ohjeftion ; whether 
the People of England conveened by their own Au- 
thority, upon Xing y^m^j^s precipitate Departure, 
had Power to alter the Succeflion ? 

In anfwer to this, I think it is manifeil from the 
Pra6lice of the wifeft nations, and who feem to have 
had the truefl Notions of Freedom ; that when a 
Pnnce was laid afide for Mal-adminiflration, the 
Nobles and People j if they thought it neceffary for the 
publick Weal, did refume the Adminiibation of the 
fupreme Power, (the Power itfelf having heen always 
in them) and did not only alter the Succeffion, but 
often the very Form of Government too jbecaufe they 
believed there was no natural Right in one Man to go- 
vern another ; but that all was hy Inftitution, Force; 
or Confent. Thus, the Cities of Greece^ when they 
drove out their tyrannical Kings, either chofe others 
from a new Family, or abolilhed the kingly Govern- 
jnent, and became free States. Thus the Romanst 
upon the Expulfion of farquin^ found it inconvenient 
for them to be fubjed any longer to .the Pride, the 
Lull, the Cruelty, and arbitrary Will of Angle Per- 
fons ; and therefore, by general Confent, entirely al- 
tered the whole Frame of their Government. Nor 
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do I find the Proceedings of either, in this Point ta 
Jlave been condemned by any HiHorian of the fac- 
ceeding Ages. 

But a great deal hath been already faid by other 
Writers, upon this invidious and beaten Subjeft ; there^ 
fore I fliall let it fall ; although the Point be com- 
monly miftaken, efpecially by the Lawyers ; who of 
all other Profeffions fecm leaft to underftand the Na* 
ture of Government in general ; like under Workmen, 
who are expert enough at making a lingle Wheel in 
a Clock, but are utterly ignorant how to adjuft the 
Teveral Parts, or to regulate the Movement 

To return therefore from tliis DigreiRon : it is a 
Churd'0/'En^and'Ma»\ Opinion, that the Freedom* 
of a Nation confiHeth in an abfolute unlimited legijla'-^ 
the Power, wherein the whole Body of the People 
^YQ fairly reprefented, and in &n executive duly limited: 
Bccaufe on this Side likewise, there may be danger- 
oas Degrees, and a very ill Extreme. For, when - 
two Parties in a State are pretty equal in Power, 
fretenfions, Merit,, zrii.yirtuerJJof thefir two laft arc, 
with relation to Partifes and a Court, quite different 
Things), it hath been the Opinion of the bed Wri- 
ters upon Government, that a Prince ought not in 
2ny Sort to be under the Guidance or Influence of 
either; becaufe he declineth, by this Means, from 
his Office of prefiding over the Whole to be the Head 
o[ a Party ; which, befides the Indignity, rendereth- 
him anfwerable for all publick Mifmanagements, and 
tne Confequences of them : And in whatever State- 
this happens, there muft either be a Wcakneis inthe 
Prince or Miniftry, or elfe the former is too- mnch 
r«ftrained by the Nobles, or thofe wha reprefent the 
People. ' 

To conclude : KChurch^of-Exi^SiTi^'Man may with 
Prudence and a good Confcience approve the pro- 
fcfled Principles of one Party more than the other, . 
according as he thinks they beft promote the good 
®f Church And State ; -but he will never be fwayed- 
by Paffion or Intereft ^o advance an Opinion merely^ 
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becaufe it is that of the Party he xnoft approvcthj. 
which one fmgle Principle he looketh upon as the Root 
of all our Civil Animolities. To eater into a Party as 
into an Order of Fryars^ with fo defigned an Obe- 
dience to Superiors, is very unfuitable both with the 
civil and religious Liberties, we fo zealoufly aflert.. 
Thus, the Underftandings of a whole Senate are ofr 
ten enflaved by three or four Leaders on each Side ; 
who, inftead of intending the publick Weal,, have 
their Hearts wholly fet upon IVays ami Means, how to 
get, or to keep Employments. But to fpeak more 
at large ; how has this Spirit of Faction mingled it*^ 
felf with the Mafs of the People, changed their Na- 
mre and Manners, and the very Genius of the Na« 
tion ? Broke all the Laws of Charity, Neighbourhood, 
Alliance and Hofpitality ; deilroyed all Ties of Friend- 
fhip, and divided Families aeainU themfelves ? And no 
Wonder it fhould be (o, wnen in order to £nd out 
the Chara6^er of a Perfon ; inftead of inquiring whe- 
ther he be a Man of Virtue,, Honour, Piety, Wit, 
gocd ^Sehfe, or Learning ; the modern QuefHon is 
only, whether he be a J^g or a Toty j under which. 
Terms all good and ill Qusdities are included. 

Now, becaufe it is a Point of Difficulty to chufe 
an exad Middle between two ill Extremes; it may 
be worth inquirine in the prefent Cafe^ which of thefe 
a wife and good Man would rather feem to avoid: 
Taking therefore their own good and ill Charafters 
with due Abatements and Allowances for Partiality 
and PaiSon ; I ftiould think, that, in order to pre- 
ferve the Conftitudon entire in the Church and State; 
whoever hath, a true Value for both, would be fure. 
to avoid the Extremes of Whig for the Sake of the 
former ; and the Exremes of Tory on account of the 
latter. 

. I have now faid all that I could think convenient 
Upon fo nice a. Subjed^ ; and find, I have the Am-- 
bition common with^other Reafoners, to wiih, at leaft». 
that both Parties may thix^c me in ibc Right i which 
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would be of fome Ufe ito thofe who have any Virtue 
\^ but are blindly drawn into the Extravagancies of 
cither, upon falfe Reprefentations, to fcrve the Am- 
bition or Malice of deiigning men, without any Pro- 
pped of their own. But if that may not be hoped 
for; my next Wifh ihould be, that both might think 
IDC in the Wrong ; which I would underftand, as an 
ample JuiHfication of myfelf, and a fure Ground to 
Ijelieve, that I have proceeded at leaft with Impar- 
tiality, and perhaps with Truth. 
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AKlyery fenfihle what aj Weakoefi and Prefimi-r 

ptioQ )t 15,. to reafon againft the general Humour 

wd l>ifpo&ian of. die World. I- remember it 

*^ with great Jufticej and a. due Regard, to the 

freedom both of the Publick and the Prels, fbrhiddeA 

J?Wi fcvere Penalteea ttt write or difcourfe* or lay. 

^agws againft the UrnMp evcm before it was confirm- 

^ fyPam^ment : BiBCfiufe that waa looked upon a$ 

^J^fign to oppoie the Current of the People ; whicb 

i'e&itt.dke. £q%. of it^ ia amaaifeft Breach of the 

fundamental 
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fundamental Law, that makes this Majority of Opi- 
Bion tfte Voice of God. In like Manner, and for 
the very fame Reafons, it may perhaps be neither 
fafe nor prudent to argue againft the aboliOiing of Chri- 
fiianity, at a Jundture when all Parties appear fo un- 
s^nimoufly deterhiined upon tHc Poinit; as \te cannot 
but allow from their Anions, their Difconrfes, and 
their Writings. However, I. know not how, whether 
from the Afiedation of Singularity, x>r the Perverfenefs 
of human Nature ; but lo it unhappily falleth out, 
that I cannot be entirely of this Opinion. Nay, al- 
though! werb fure an Ordier were iffued'out for my 
immediate Profecution by the Attorney-General ; I 
fhould ftill confefs, that in the prefent Pofture of our 
Affairs at home or abroad, I do not yet fee the ab- 
solute Necefiity of extirpating the Cfanflian Religion 
from among us. 

This peiiiaps may appear too greata Paradbx, 
even- for our wife and paradoxical Age to -endure : 
Therefore I (hall handle it with all Tendernefs, and 
with the utmoft Deference to that great and. profound 
Majority, which is of another Sentiment. 

And yet the Curious may ^vd^t toobJenre, how 
much the'^ Genius of a Nation is liable to alter- in^iialf 
an Age ; I have heard it affirmed for certain by fome 
very old People, that the contrary Opinion was even 
in their Memories as much in Vogue as the other is 
now ; and that a Projeft for the abolifhing Chri- 
fHanity would then have appeared as fingular,. and 
been thought as abfurd, as it would be at. this time 
to write or difconrfe in its Defence. 
' Tmbreforb I freely own, that all A})^arances 
are againibme. The Syflem of the Gofpel, alter the 
Fate of other Syflems, is generally antiquated and ex- 
ploded ; and the Maft or fiody of the commoa People, 
Among whom it feemeth to have had its lateft Credit, 
are now grown as much afhamed of it as their Betters : 
Opinions, like Faihions always defcending from diofe 
of Quality to the middle Sort, and thence to the Vul-^ 
gar^ where at length they aie drop'd and vamih. 

But 
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Bft here I would not be miflaken ; and moil there- 
ibre be j[b bold as to borrow a DiflinfUon from the 
Writers on the other Side,, when they make a DifFe- 
rejice between nominal and real Trinitarians, I hope 
no Reader imagineth me fo weak as to Hand up in the 
Defence of r€al Chri^anity ; fuch as ufcd in primi- 
tive Times (if we may believe the Authors of tbofc 
H^fi to have an Influence upon Mens Belief and 
;Aaions.) To offer at the reftoring of that, wquld 
indeed be a wild PBOJed i it. would be to dig up Foun- 
dations J to defhx)y at one Blow all the Wit, and half 
^e Learning of the Kingdom j to break the entire 
Frame and ConfUtution of Things ; to ruin Tr ade^. 
P^ngailh Arts and Sciences with theProfeiTors of them;. 
pAoit, to turn our Courts, Exchanges, and Shops 
»to Defarts : And would be fall as abfurd as the Pro- 
powl oi Horace, where he advifes the Romans, all in a 
^Yi to leave their City, and fcek a new Seat in. 
i«ne remote Part of the World, by Way of Cure for 
«ie Corruption of their Manners. 

Therefore, I think this Caution was in itfelf al- 
together unnecciTary, (which I have inferted only to- 
Wevent all Poi&bility of cavilling) iincc every candid 
«eadcr will eaiiJy underfland my Difcourfe to be in- 
tended only in Defence of nominal ChiifUanity ; the. 
^ncr having been for fomeTime wholly laid afide by- 
pncral Confenti as utterly inconfiftent with our prc- 
«nt Schemes of Wealth and Power. 

But why we fliould therefore; caft off the Name and 
litle of Chriftians, although the general Opinion ani 
^ciolation be fo violent for it ; I cohfefs I cannot (witjv^ 
^ubmiflionj. apprehend' the Confe<][uence neceiTary. 
Wowevcr, fince the Undertakers propofe fuch wonder- 
iQl Advantages to the Nation by this Projeft ; and 
*^y^'»<;e many plaufible Objedions againft the Syftem 
^Chriftianity ; I fhall briefly confider the Strength of 
^^ * fairly allow them their greateft Weight, and 
^f fuch Anfwcrs as I think moft rcafonable. After 
^m\K \ wiU beg leave to ihew what Xnconvenienciea^ 

: majp 
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may poflibly happen by fuch an Innovation, in the 
prefent Pofture of our Affairs. 

Ft'rfiy One great Advantage propofed by the abo- 
fifhing of Chriftianity is, That it. would very much 
enlarge and eftablifti Liberty of Confcience, that great 
Bulwark of our Nation, and of the Froteftant Religion, 
which is ftill too much limited by Frieft-craft^ not- 
withflanding all thei good Intentions of the Legifla- 
ture ; as we have lately found by a fevere Inflance. 
For it is confidently reported, that two young Gentle- 
men of great Hopes, bright Wit, and profound Judg- 
ment, who, upon a thorough Examination of Caufes 
and Effects, and by the mere Force of natural Abili- 
ties,, without the leaft Tindture of Learning ; having 
made a Difcovery, that there was no God, and ge- 
nerouily communicating their Thoughts for the Good 
of the Publick ; were fome Time ago, by an unparal- 
lelled Severity, and upon I. know not what obfoUte 
Law, broke only for Blafpbemy, And as it hath beeir 
wifely obferved, if Perfecution once begins^ no Man 
aKve.knoweth how far it may reach, or where it will 
end. 

In anfwer to all which; with Deference to wifer 
Judgments j I think this rather (hews the Nece^ty 
of a nominal Religion among us. Great Wits love to 
be free with the higheft Objedls ; and, if they cannot be 
allowed a God to revile or renounce, they will ft^^^ 
E*vil of Dignities^ abufe the Government^ and refleft* 
upon the Miniftry ; which,.!- am fure, few will deny to. 
be of much more pernicious Confequencc ; according. 
to the Saying of Tiberius^ Deorum ofenfa Diis cura' 
As to the particular Fa6l related, I thmk it is aot fair- 
to argue from, one Inftance'; perhaps another cannot be 
produced ; yet (to the Comfort of all thofe, who may 
pe appreheniive. of Perfecution) Blafphemy we know 
is freely fpoke a Million of Times in every CofFee- 
houfe and Tavern, or where-ever elfe good Gomfany;, 
meet. It muft be allowed indeed, that, to break'- an- 
Englijh free-born Of^ctv only for Blafphemy, was, to 
fjcak the gentleft of fuch an Adtioji, a very high Strain 
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<of abfolute Power. Little can be faid in Excufe for 
the Gener^ ; perhaps he was afraid it .might give Of- 
fence to the Allies, among whom, for ought I know, 
it may be the Cuftom of the Country to believe a 
/Pod. But if he argued, as fome ]iav£ done, Jipon a 
isifUken Principle, that an Officer who is guilty of 
fpeaking Blafphemy, may, fome. Time or other, pro- 
<:eed fo far as to raife a Mutiny ; thd Confequence is, 
by no Means, to be admitted : For, furely, the Com- 
mander of an Englijh Army is like to be but ill obeyed 
whofe Soldiers iear and reverence him. as little as th^ 
■do a Deity. 

It is further obje^d againfl; the Gofpel Syflem, 
that it obligeth Men to the Belief of Things too diffi- 
cult for Free-thinkers, and fuch who have ihalcen 
olFthe Prejudices that ufually cling to a confined Edu- 
cation. To whicli J anfwer, that Men fhould be 
autious how they raife Obje^ions, which refleft upon 
the Wifdom of the Nation. Is not every Body freely 
flowed to believe whatever he pleafeth,' and to pu- 
blilh his Belief to the World whenever he thinketh fit ; 
■erpecially if it fence to ftrengthen the Party which is 
•in the Right ? Would any indifferent Foreigner, who 
Should read the Trumpery lately written by J^il/, 
^indall, Tolandj Coavard, and forty more, imagine 
the Gofpel to be our Rule of Faith, and confirmed 
^y Parliaments ? Doth any Man either believe, or fay, 
he believeth or ^eiireth xo have it thought that he fays 
^c believeth one Syllable of the Matter ? And is any 
Man worfe received upon that Score ; or doth he find 
his Want of Nomina/ Fsdth a Difadvantage to him, in 
thePuHuit of any Civil, or Military^ Employment.? 
what if there be an old dormant Statute or two againft 
^ ? Are they not now obfolete, to a Degree, that 
^fffp/on and Dudley themfelves, if they were now alive, 
'^ould find it impoffible to put them in Execution ? 
, Jt is likewife urged, that there are, by C6mputation, 
*n this Kingdom, above ten thoufand Parfons ; whofe 
Revenues, added to thofe of my Lords the Bifhops,. 
'^ould fuffice to maintain, at leaft, two hundred young 

Gentlemen 
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<3eQtlemen of Wit and Pldafure^ a^d Free-thinHng:; 
Enemies to t^rieft-craft> niarrow Principles, Pedantry 
'ftkid Prejudices ; who ^ght be an Ornament to the 
Court and Town : And then again, fo great a Num- 
Jber of able* (bodied) Divines niight be a Recruit to 
^our Fleet and Armies. This^ indeed, appeareth to be 
v^ Confideradon of fome Weight. But then, on the 
'Other Side, feveral Things deferve to be confidered 
likewife : as, Firft, Whether it may not be thought 
necefTary, that in certain Tradts of CoiHitry, like what 
<we call Parifhes, there ihould be one Man, at leaft, of 
Abilities to read and >write. Then, it feemeth h 
wrong Computation, that the Revenues of the Church 
throughout this Ifland, would be large enough to 
ttnaintain two hundred .yoong Gentlemen, or even 
half that Number, after the pfefent refined Way of 
Living ; that is, to allow each of them fuch a Rent, 
:as, in the modem Form of Speech, would make them 
•€ajy^ But ftill, there is in this Projeft ^ greater Mif- 
'Cmef behind ; and we ought to beware of the Woman's 
Folly, who killed the Hen that every Morning laid 
Vher a golden Egg. For, pray, what would become 
of the Race of Men in the next Age, if we had no<- 
thing to truil to, beiides the fcrophulous confumptive 
•Produ^oDs fttrnifhed by our Men of Wit and Pleafure; 
when, having fquandered away their Vigour, Health, 
tand Eftates, they are farced, by fome difagreeable 
Marriage, to piece up their broken Fortunes, and 
«ntail Rottennefs and Politenefs on their Pollerity? 
Now, here are ten thoufand Parfons reduced by the 
wife Regulations of Henry VIII. to the Neceffity of 
a low Diet, and moderate Exercife, who are the 
only great Reftorers of our Breed ; without which, 
•the Nation would, in an Age or two^ become but 
'One great Hofpital. 

Another Advantage prppofed by the abolifhjng 
of Chriftianity is, the clear Gain of one Day in (even, 
which is now entirely loft, and confequently the King- 
<dom on6 feventh lefs considerable in Trade, Buil* 
jiefs and Pleafure ; beiidethe Lofs to the Publick of fo 

many 
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naiif Hatdx Strii6hires now in the Hands of the 
Cleigjr ; which might be converted into Theatres, £x- 
jchai^s, Market-hoofeSy common J^ormitoiiesy and 
odier pahlick Edifices. 

I^ope I ihail be forgiven a hard Word/ if I<!al 
dus a perfeA Cavil. I readily own there hath beea 
an old Coftom, Time out of Mind, for People to af- 
femble iff the Churches every Sunday y and-that Shops 
^itftjil frequentiv (hot, in order, as it is^conceived^ 
toptderve the Memory of that antientPradiice ; but 
how diis can prove a HindraRce tO'Boiinefs, or Plea- 
fore, is hard to imagine. What if the Men of Plea- 
fore, are forced, oneJDay in theW«ek, to game at 
liome, inftead of &e Chocolatt-Houfef Are not the 
lavems and CoffecHou/es open ? * Can there be a more 
tonycDientSeafonfortakiogaDofeof Ph}^ck? Arc 
fewer Claps got upon Sundays than other Days ? Is 
not diat the chief Day for Traders to fum up the Ac- 
tonn6 of the Week ; and for Lawyers to prepare their 
Brieft ? But I would'iain know^ow it<:an be prctend- 
^) ^t the Churches are mifapplied. Where are 
more Appointments and Rendezvouzes of Gallantry ? 
^Wc more Care -to appear in the forcmoft Box with 
greater Advantage of Drefs ? Where more Meetings 
for Bofineis f* Where more Bargains driven of all Sorts! 
And wkere^^o many Conveniencies, or Incitements to 
Sleep? 

Thes* is~one Advantage, greater than any of the 
^oregoi^g, propofed by the abolifliing of Chriftianity j 
that: it will utterly extinguiih Parties among us, by 
refflovhig thoie fadioos DiHindlions o( High and Low 
^lyurcb, of Wing and Tory^ Prefix terian and Church* 
f^Sftgimtd ; which are now fo many grievous Clogs 
^pon publick Proceedings, and difpofe Men to prefer 
^ne gratifying themfelves, or depreffing their Adver- 
saries, before the moft important Intereft of the 
State. 

I confcfs, if it were certain that fo great an Ad- 
vantage would redound to the Nation by this Ex- 
pedient, I would fubmit and be filent : But, will any 

Vol. I, I A Man 
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Man fay, that, if the Words Whoring^ Drinking, Cheats 
sng. Lying, Stealing, wcit, by Aft of Parliament^ 
cjefted out of the Englijh Tongue and Didionaries^ 
we (hould all awa)ce next Morning chafte and tempe- 
xate, honed and joft, and Lovers of Truth. Is this a 
fair Confequence ? Or, if the Phylicians would forbid 
OS to pronounce the Woids Pox^ Gouty Rbeumatijm, 
and Stone ;, would that Expedient ferve Hke fo.>maiiy 
Talifinans.iiB deftroy the Difeafes themfelves ? Are 
Party and Fadion rooted in Mens Hearts no deeper 
than Phrafes borrowed from Religion, or founded up* 
on no firmer Principles ? And is our Language fo poor, 
that we cannot find other Terms to exprefs them ? 
Are Envy, Pride, Avarice, and Ambition, fueh Itt 
Nomenclators, that they cannot furnifh Appellations 
for their Owners ? ,Will not Heydukes and ManudnJ^es^ 
Mandarines, and Potjhanus, or aity other Works formed 
at Pleafure,. ferve, to. diftinguiih thofe who are. in the 
Miniftry from others; who nxjould be in it if they 
could? .What, for Inftance, is eafier than to vary the 
Form- of Speech j and, inftead of the Word Churchy 
make it a Quezon in Politicks, Whether the Monu- 
ment be in Danger ? Becaufe Religion was neareib at 
Hand to furniih a, lew . convenient Phrafes ; Is dor 
Invention fo barren, we can. find* no other ? Suppofe, 
for Argument Sake,.That the Tories favoured * Marva- 
rita, the Wbigs Mrs. Tofts, and the Trimnurs Falen" 
tini J Wodd not Margariiians, Toftians, and Valentin 
nians, be very, tolerable Marks.- of . jDiitindion ? The 
Prafini and Feneti, two moll virulent Fadions m 
Italy, began (if I remember right) by aDiftindtion of 
Colours m Ribbands; which we. might do, with as 
jgood a Grace, about the.Dignity of the Bins and 
Qreen'i and would ferve as properly to divide the 
Court, the Parliament, ,and die Kingdom between 
them, . as any Terms of Act whatfoeveri borrowed 

frott 
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fibjn Religion. Therefore, I think there is little 
force in this Obje&ion againfl Cbrifiianiiy ; or Pro-- 
^ of fo great an.Advantage as is propofed in the 
alwli/biDg of it.t. 

It is again objected, as a^very abfurd^ ridiculon^ 
Caflom, ^ar^aSet of Menihodd befnffbred, much 
lefs employed^ and hired to bawl one Day in feven, 
againft the Lavtrfulneis of thofe Methods moft in Ufe 
towards the Purfait of GFeatneis> Riches, and Plea- 
ftre; which are the conftant Practice of all Meir 
alive .on^the. other iix/' Bat this Obje£iion is, I thinks 
t' litdft nnworthy fa* refined, ax* Age as onrs. Let 
n argue ; this Matter calmly; I ^appeal to the Bread 
of any. polite JFree-dunker> whether in the Parfnit of 
gratifyiiig. a predominant Pafiion, he hath not always 
felt a wonderful Indtement, by refleding it was a 
Thing forbidden : And therefore we fee, in order to 
cnltiyate ^'&.Tafte, the Wifdom of the Nation hath 
taken fpecial Care, that the Ladies ihould be furnifh- 
^ with prohibited Silks, and the Men with prohibit- 
ed Wine : And, indeed, it were to be wilhed, that 
i«me other Prohibitions were promoted;' in order to 
improve die Pleafures of the Town ; which, for want 
of fuch Expedients, begin, already as I am told, to 
% and grow langoid^; giving way daily to cruel 
broads from the Spleen.. 

It is .likewife propofed, as a great Advantage to 
^ Publicky that if we once difcard the Syftem of 
^e Gofpcl, all Religion wiU, of coorfe, be banifhed 
for ever j, and confequently along with it, thofe grie^ 
v«as Prejudices of Education ; which, under the 
Names. of iVirtwe, Confdence, Honour,. }tiftice,.an4 
theJike, are (b apt to diftarb the Peace of humait 
Minds ; and the Notions whereof are fo hard to be 
eradicated b^ tight ^eafbn^' •r &ee-thinking, fome^ 
toies durine the whole Courfe of our Lives. 

HfREy nrH, I obferve how difficult it is to get rid 
ofaPhrafe, which the World is once grown fond of; 
3^though die Occaiibn that firft produced it, be en-» 
^ely taken. aavay. For feveral Years pail, if a M^ 
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Ikad but an ill-favonred Nofe, ^e I>e^>-<hinkers of 
die Age, would ibme Way or other, contrive to im- 
vate the Cattfe to the Prejiidice of his Education, 
rrom this Fountain are faid to be derived aU^our 4bol* 
iih Notions of J ttftice, Piety, Love of ooTnCooiitry ; 
all our Opinions of God, or a future Statcy^ Heaven^ 
Hell, and the like. : And there. m^ht formerly, per- 
haps, have been fome Pretence for this Charge: But 
fo eife£bial Care bath been fince taken, to remove 
thoie Prejudices by an entire Change injiie Methods 
of Education ; that (with Honour I mention it to out 
polite laaovatof s) the young Gentlemen wlia are now 
on the Scene, feem to have not the ieaftTindqjpe left 
of thoie Infufiotts, or Stniw of thofe Weeds ; and^ by 
Coniequence^.the Reafon ror aboliihing ^M^m/Chri* 
fiiaaity upon that Pretext, is whoUy ceafed. 

For the reft, it may perhaps admit a Contro* 
verfy, whether the banifiufig all Notions of Rel^on 
whatever, would be. convanient for: the Vulgar*.. 
Not that I am, in Ac leaft, of opiaioo widi tkoi^ 
who hold Religion toJiava;«bosn theliivfsntioin of Pof. 
liticians, to keep the lower Part of the World in awe^ 
by the Fear.of iavifibie Powers; nnlcfs Mankind werd 
then very diffiireat from what it is now : For I look- 
upon tluTMafs, or Body of our People here in Eng^ 
Umd^ to be as Free-thinkers, diat is to &y, as ftanch 
Unbelievers, as any of. the faigheft Raidc* But I 
conceive fome feattered Noiioas aboutva. &pefiof 
Power to be of fingnlar Ufe for tBiie common Peo« 

§le, as fiirnifliing excaOent Materials to keep Chit- 
ren quiet, when they grow peevifli; and povi- 
4ittg Topick9 of Amufemcat in a tedious Winter* 
ni^t. 

Lastlv, It is prcmfed as a fiugokor Advantage, 
that the abolifiiing of Chriftiaiiky, ^wiH very moch 
contribute to the uniting o£ Pr^iejfants^ by enlamng. 
ti)e Terms of Communion, fo*as to take in all &its 
of DtfenUri ; who are> now ihut out of the Pale upon 
account of a few Ceremonies, which >aK Sides confeis 
to beXhinp indifferent: Th^ tW» atonrwifl effc^ 
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AoiS^ anfwerdie gtsat Ends of a Scheme for^Comh 
prehenfioo, by opening a large noble Gate, a( which 
all Bodies nlay enter; whereas the chafferii^ with 
DifintiTf, an<i4iod|ing about this or the other Ce-^ 
remony, is bat'^ uke^ opening a few Wicke^, and 
leann^ them at jar, by» which no more than one' can 
get in at a Time, and that no» without flopping and 
fiddiogy and iqueezing- his Body*- 

To all this I anfwer,-That there is one darling 
Inclmadon of Mankind, which ufnaily aife^teth to be 
a Rftainer to Religion, although (he be neither ift 
Paicnt^ics Godmother, or its Friend; I meanths 
Spirit of Oppofition, that lived long before Chrifti* 
anity, and can eafily fubiift without it. Let us, for:. 
Inftaace, examine. wherein the OppoAtion of Se£ift- 
lies among us confifieth; we (hall find Chriftianity 
to have no Share in it at all. Does the Gofpel anji- 
*^ere prefcribe a fbu'clied fqaeezcd Countenance, z 
M formal Gait, a Singularity of Manners and Ha** 
«t, or any aife^ed'Modes of Speech, different ifroti\ 
^ rcafonable Part of Mankind ? Yet, if Chriftianity 
uidnot lend its Name, to ftand in the Gaff, and to 
«»pby or divert thefe Humoor», they mdft of Ne- 
®^ty be. fpent in Contraventions- to the Laws of 
^ Land, and Difturbance of the publick Peace. 
There is a Poftion of Enthuiia^ afiigned to every 
Nation, which if it hath not proper Qbjadls. to -work 
on, will burft out, and fet all in a Flames If tJie 
^'ctof a State can be bought by only flinging 
^cn'a fc^ Cerenranies to devour, it is a Purchafe 
»/> wife Man would refufe. Let the MaftifFs amufe 
"femfclyes about a Sheep-(kia fluflied. with Hay, pro- 
JJJ^ed it will keep them froni worrying the Flock, 
^he Inftitntion of Convents abroad, feemeth in one 
J omt a Strain of great Wifdom ; there being few 
"regularities in human Pafliotis, that may not ave 
^ccourfc to vent thenifelvcs in fome of thofe^Or- 
^^i which are fo many Retreats for the Spec ula- 
!j^e> the Melancholy, the Proud, the Silent, tile 
*^litick, and.ihe Morofe, to, fpend themfelves,, ajid 
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4BvapoKate die noxiouft Piutkles^ for each of wkoBiw 
we in this Ifland are forced to; provide a ieveral Se^ 
of Rdigicm, to keep them qnieu And whenever 
. Chriftianity ihall be aboU(hed> the Legtilaciire muft 
£nd • fome other Eiqpedieot to emplc^ and eatertsua 
them. For what importeth it, how krge a Gate 
you open, if there will be always left a Nomber, 
who place a Pride and a Merit in re&iing to en- 
ler? 

Haviko thus confidered thi^ moft important Ob- 
je^ons againft Chriflianit)^, and the diief Advantages 
propofed by the abotifhing thereof; I fhall now, witib 
equal Deference 'and Submiflion to wifer Undgments 
as before, proceed to mention a few Inconveniencies 
diat may happen, if the Gofpel (hoold be repealed;, 
which perhaps, the Prcjediors may not have foffid- 
^ntly confidered. 

And firft,. I. zja very fenfibk how mnch die Gen- 
•demen of Wit and Pleafure are apt to mormnr, and 
be chocked at the Sight of fo many dagg^ed-tail « 
Parfons, who happened to hXi in thdr Way, and 
olFend dieir Eyes : But at. the fame time theie wife 
Reformers do not confider what an Advantage and ' 
Felicity it is, for great Wits to be always provided \ 
with Objeds of Scorn and Contempt,«in osder to ex- 
ercife and improve their Talents, and. divert their 
&>]een from faliing on each other, or on 4iemfelve8 ; . 
eipecially when sdl thii' may be. done:, widioat the 
kaft imaginable Danger to tbdr Pirfons.. 

And to oree anouier Argument of a parallel Na- 
ture : If Chrimanity were once abolifhed, how conld 
the Free-thinkers, the ftrong 'Reafoners, and the 
Men of profound Learning be able. to find another 
Sttbje^ fo calculated in all Points whereon to diQilay 
their Abilities.. What wonderful Proda£tions of Wit 
fhould we be deprived of, from thofe whoie Genius, 
by continual Practice, hath been whoUyNturned upon 
Raillery and Inve^ives againft Religion ; and would 
therefore never be able to ihine or diftinguiih them- 
fe&es npon any other Subject We. are daily com* 

plaining 
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])liiiuDg. of the g;veat DtcMnt of Wit among us ; and 
would W€>uke avitayjthe ^atefl, perhaps tfie only 
Topick we ^ve kfM Who would ever have (afped^ed' 
Jfgili for a Wit^ or Toiand for a Pkilofopher, if tho . 
inexhaoilil^e Stock of Chriftfanity- had not been at 
Haod to provide them with Materials ? What other 
Sabje£l through ail Art or Nature could have produced 
Wtf/for a profound Author^ or fumiihed him with 
Readers? It is t^ wiie Choice of th£ Subject, that 
alone adorneth ^nd diiliiiguiihes the Writer. For had 
an hondred fuchrEeui as tkefe been employed on thei 
Side of Religion, they ^woaldbave- immediately funk 
ffito Silence. and Oblivion.". 

Nor i do i%' thinks it, wb^ty ^groundlefs, or my 
Feais alto|gedler> ima^inaiy ; diat the aboliihing of 
Chnftiasit^ m»y^ perhaps, bring the Church in Dan- 
ger; or^v at lealt, pi^tthe Senate to the I'rouble of 
another &€uring^Vote..;. Ldefire, 1 may not be mif- 
taken ; I auk far fr$mt ppeibming to affirm or think,, 
dttt the Chur^vfs in Danger at prefent, or as Things 
nowfland ; but we .know not how fbon it may be &^ 
when the Chriftian Religion is repealed. As plan- 
fiblc as this* Projeft feems, there may a. danger- 
'Ms Deiign lurk under.. it. Nothing can be, more 
notorious, than that the Atbeifts, Deifts^ - Socimam^ 
Aat'trinttarumsj and olher Subdivitions of Free- 
thii^ers, are Ferfoas of Htde 2yeal for the prefent 
^eiiaftical Eitabli&iiient ; Their declared Opini- 
on is: for repealing ^ the facramental Teft ; they are . 
^ indifibtent widi'^ regard, to Ceremonies ; nor 
^ th^ hoi^ the 7«i Di^imtm of Epifcopacy. Therc- 
^ this may be. intended-as one politick Step to-- 
wards altering the Conftitution of- the Church efta* 
Uiflied, and lecting up Frejhytery^ijx die.Stead ; which 
IJeave to be further confidered by thofeat the Helm. 

In the lafl Place, I thinkftothing can be mSre platn>. 
than that by this Expedient we fhall run into the Evil 
we chiefly pretend to avoid; and that the Abolifh- 
i^t of the Chriftian Religion^ will be the readied 

Courfct 



Coorfe we can taker feo^ mtrodaCe Popery 2 Aodf I iacn 
the more inclined u^xhh Opinion* becanife.we-know 
it hath been (he conilant Cradkice of the Jefuits to 
fend over EmiiTaries, ..with Iiilbudions (o-pcrfiuiate 
themfelve& Members of the ieveral prevailing . Seds 
among us. So it is^recorded* that they- hav« at.ibi^- 
dry Times appeared in th« Guife of FrtJbyteKiam^ 
Anahaptiftt^ Independents^ zxA Quakers i according as 
any of theie > were mod in Credit : So, iitce the 
Faihion hath been taken «p of exploding Religioii, 
the Popifi Miilionaries have not been wanting ta mix 
with the Free-thinkers ),. among whom, ToIand^Mtis 
great Oracle of the Anti^GhnJlianst is an Irijh Prieft, 
the Son of 'ax^Jrijh Prieft; andrthemoft learned and 
insenioue Author of a Book, -caUed the Rights -ffthe 
Qbrijiian Church^wasj in.a pioper Jun£lare, reconciled 
'to the Randjh Faiih'^ whofe true SoB« as appeareth by 
an hundred Paflages in his Treattle> he ftill continuetL 
Perhaps I could add fome others to the Number \ but 
the Fad is beyond Difpute ; and |he .Reafonuig they 
proceed by, is right; for, fuppoiing Chriftianity to 
be extinguifhed, the People will never be at £afe, until, 
they iind^ut fome otl^er MethodtOf rWorihtp i wUch 
will as infallibly produce Superftition^ as this will end 
in Popery, 

And therefore, if, notwithftanding all I have 
faid, it fhall flill be thought neceiTary to have aJBiU 
broughtin for repealing Chriflianity ; I wopld^. hum- 
bly oflitr an Amendment^ that inftead of the Wwd 
CbriJIianity^ may. be put Religion in general ; which 
I conceive^, will much ^ better .anfwer ^ th^v good 
Ends propofed by the Projedors of it;, Eor, as long 
as we leave in Being a God, . and hb Prcwidence, 
with all the. neceiTary ,Confequences, whij^h curious 
and inquifitive Men will be apt to, draw from fuch 
Premifes; we do. not ^ilrike at the .Root of the Evil, 
although we ihoidd ever.fo efiedually annihilate the 
prefent Scheme of the GoijpeL For, of what IKe is 
Freedom, of Thought, if it will .not produce Freer 
dom of Action; which iiS; the fole End, how remote 
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fdem> 19 Appearance, pir all ObjedUons agaitift Chri* 
JUimiCy? And therefore, the Free-thinkers coniider 
it as a Sort of Edifice, wherein all the Parts have 
Tad a mutual Dependence on each other, that if yon 
iuppea to pull.out one vfingle Nail, the whole Fabrick 
iMiftMto the Groond. . This was happily expreffed 
b^ him, who had heard of a Text brought for Proof 
<£tfae Trinity, which in an antient Manafcript was 
^erently read i he tfaisrecipon immediately took the 
Uuit, and by a fudden Draudion of a long Soritis, 
Boftlo^cally concluded : Why, if it be as you fay, 
Imay (afely whore and drink on,, and.defy the Farfon. 
From which, and many the like InAances, eafy to be 
produced,..! think nothing can be more manifefl, thdn 
&at the Quarrel is not againft any particular Pointi of 
Hard Dige^on in the Cbriftian Syftem ; bilt againft 
Keligi(Hi in general ; which, by laying Reftraints on 
haman Nature, isfuppofed the great Enemy to the 
fteedom of Thought and Adion. 

Upon the whote; if itfhall ftill be thoaghtfor 
^e B«Qdit of Chorch and State, that Chriftianity b« 
^liihed ; I conceive, however, it may be more coo- 
Anient to defer the ExecptiDn to a Time of Peace; 
aod not venture in this Gonjundlure to difoblige our 
Allies; who, as it falleth out, are all ChriHians ; and 
''^y of thera, by the Prejudices of their Education, 
^ bigotijed, as to place a Sortof Iride in the Appel- 
wtioB,. If, upCMi being rejected by them, we are to - 
fniftto an Alliance with the Turk^ we (hall find our- 
lelves much deceived : for, as he is too remote, and 
Jperally engaged in War with the Perfian Emperor; 
H^ his People would be more fcandalized at our Infi- - 
^%, than otir Chriftian Neighbours. Becaufe, the , 
^^rh are not only ftria Obfervers of religions Wor-- 
^^P ; but, what is worfe, believe a God ; which is 
^^te than is required of ns^ even while we prcfcrve;; 
^eName ofChrifiiafii.. 

lie 
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. Tocoackde: Whate^riome msy' think of the 

rcat Advanta^s to Tra4e, by this favourite Scheme; 
do vtry much apprehend» that» in iix Mon^s Time, ' 
after the Ad is patted for the Extiipttion of the Go* 
foel,, the Bank a^d Ea^ Mia StCNcfe may fall, at lead, 
One per Cent, And, iince that is fifty Times more 
than ever the Wifdom of Our Age th^otight fit to veni> 
ture for the Pri/ervaii§m of ChriiUanityi. there it no 
Reafon we ihoold be at fo gmt ft Lofs».merfly for the 
S9kt of dfftryii^iu \ 
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PR ED I CTIONS 

Tor th4 TEAR 170*8. 



Wherein ^the Month, and Day of the 
Month are fet down, the Perlons nam- 
ed, and the great Aftions and Events of 
next Year particularly, related as thcj will 
<:ome to pafs. 

Written to prevent the People ^'England {torn being 
farther impofed on by vulgar Alfnanack-^M^ers. 

*5jr. ISAAC B-ICKERSTAFF, E/qi 

^ « f(ud, that the j4uthort when brhad ti/rit the following Pa^ 
./«■, and bfing at a Lofi what' Name to pif^fix to it ; faffing 
tbrougb^ Long-Acre, obferved a Sign over a Houfe where a 
^Jmith dwelt, and found the Name BickerCk^ff written under 
'( * ff^hicb being a Name fomeivhat uncommon, be chofe to call 
^nfelflCmc Biekerftaif. This Name was Jometime afterward 
*^<^ ufe of by Sir Richard Steele, and Mr, Addifon, in the 
Tatlers ; in which Papers^ as well as many of the Spec- 

'^ATOKs, it is well known^ that the Author had a conftderabU 

Part, 

t 

HAVING long considered the grofs Abufe of 
Aflrology in this Kingdom ; upon debating the 
Matter with myfelf, I could not poffibly lay the 
^aolt upon the Art, but, upon thofe grofs Imppftors, 

who 
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^ who fet up to be the Aitifts. I know feveral learned 

. Men have contended, that the whole is a Cheat; that it 

is abfttrd and ridiculous to'imagine, the Stars can have 

any Influence at all upon human A^ons, Thoughts, 

<^or Inclinations : -And whoever hath -not bent his Sto^ 

dies «hat Way, may far exeufedyfor 4Mnki»g f^, whei 

be fees in iom vnretched a Maimer i^ts* mohle Art is 

^treated, by a few mean illiterate Traders between us 

-and the Stars ; who import a yearly Stock of Non* 

fenfe, Lies, Folly, and Jxnperdpence, whi<:h they 

offer to the World as .genuine* from the Planets; al- 

-though they defcelid from no greater a Height than 

> their own Brains^ 

I intend, ii^ a fiiort time, ; 4:0 i>qbliih a ji^i^ge .and 
L rational Deifence of- this Art; and, therefore, fhall 
■fay no more in its Juftification at preient,- than that it 
• liath been in all Ages defended by many learned 
Men ; and, among tJu» reft, hy S^cra/es liimielf, whom 
I look upon as undoubtedfy the wifeft of nmnffired 
Mortals : To which if we add, that thofe who have 
condemned this Art, although otherwife learned, ha- 
ving been fuch as either did not appfy thear Studies 
this Way,' or Aft leail did n^t ihcceed m their Appli- 
cations ; their TefHmony will not he of much Weight 
to its -D^adTant^ge, fipce they are liadbl^ to the com:, 
jnon Objedion of condemning what they did not un- 
derlbmd. 

Nor am I at all offended, or think it an Injury to 
-die Art, when I fee Ae common Dealers in it, the 
Students in Jftrologj, the Philomaths^ and the reft of 
that Tribe, treated by wife Men with thc.Trtmoft Scorn 
and Contempt : But I rather wonder, when I obfervc 
Oentlemen in the Country, rich enough to fert e the 
Nation in Parlianrent, poring in Partrigis Almanack, 
to find out the Events of the Year at home and a- 
broad; not daring to propofe a Hunting-match, ^'^' 
^GaJbury^ or he, hath ^xed the Weather. 

I will allow either of the two I have mentioned, 
or any other of the Fraternity to be not only Aftro- 
logersy but Conjurers too; if I do not produce an 

hundred 



far the Y^ar 1708. ^ 

Imdred Iiiftahce's in al! their Almanacks, to con- 
vince any reaibnable Man, that they do not fo much 
as nnderftand Grammar and Syntax ; that they are 
not able to fpell any Word out of the iifual Road'i 
nor even in their Prefaces to write common Scnfe or 
inteiJi|ible Englifi>, Then for their Obfervations and 
pFedi6dons, they are fuch as will equally fuit any 
Age, or Coantry in the World, ^his Month a certain 
irttttFerfin iK'tlL be threatened nvith Death orSicknefs, 
This the News-paper will tell them ; for there we 
fod at the End of the Year, that no Month palTes 
withontthe Death pf fomc Perfon of Note 5 and it 
would be hard, if it ihould be othdrwife, when there 
are at leaft two thoufand Perfons of Note in this 
Kingdom, many* Of them old; "and^ the Almanack- 
maker has the Liberty of chufing the ficklieft Seafon 
in the Year, where he may 'fix his Prediftion. Again, 
^bii Month an eminent Clergyman ^11 be preferred; of 
i^hich. there may be fome hundreds, half of them 
with one Foot in the Grave. Then, ^ch a Planet 
^ fuch a Houfe fl?e<ws great Machinations, Plots and 
^onfpiraciesy that may in time be brought to Light : Af- 
ter which, . if we hear of any Difcovery, the A* 
ftrologer gets the Honour ; if hot, his Prediction ftill 
fendeth good. And at laft, God prefer^ue King WiU 
i'j^m front all his open andfecret EnemieSji A?nen» When, 
if the-Ring Ihould happen to have died, the Aftrolo- 
gw plainly foretold it, otherwife, it pafleth but for 
the pious Ejaculation of a loyal Subjeft : Although it 
Qnluckily happened in fome of their Almanacks, that^ 
poor King William was prayed for many Months af- 
ter he was dead ; b^caufe, it unluckily fell out that 
^ died about the Beginning of the Year. 

To mention no more of meir impertinent Predi6li- 
ons : What have we to do with their Advertifements 
about Pills, and Drink for the Venereal Difeafi, or their, 
niutual Quarrels in Verfc land Profe of Whig and 
^^7 ^ wherewith the Stars have little to do. 

Havi'ng long obf^ved and lamented thefe, and a 
hundred other Abufes of this Art, too tedious to re- 

VoL. I. K peat, 
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peat, I refohcdto proceed in a new Waja wlii<& 1 

<loubt not will be to the £^necal Satisiadion of the 
Kingdom. I can ihk Year produce but a Specimen, 
of what I defien for the fiitase j having employed moil 
Part of my Tmie in adjufting and GOxre^Uog the Cal-* 
culations I made for fome Years pad ; beoHi^, I would 
ofier nothing to the World of which I am not as fully 
fatisfiedy as that I am now alive. Por jtheiie two lak 
Years I have not failed in above one or two Particulars^ 
and thoie of no very great Moment. I exa^y fore*- 
told the Mifcarriaee at T^uUn, with all its Pamculars ^ 
and the Lofs of Admiral Showl-i ali^ugh I was xnif« 
taken as to the Day, placing that Accident about 
thirty iix Hours fooner than it kuppened ; but upoa 
feviewingmy Schemes, I quickly iound the Caufe of 
that Erj-or. I likewife foi^told the fiatde at JImanxa 
to the very Day and Hour, with the Lofs on botk 
fides, and the Confequences thereof All whicli I 
(hewed to fisme Friends many Months before they hap*, 
pened ; that is, I gave them Papers (ealed up, to open 
at iiich a Time, after which th&y were at Liber^ ta 
fead them ; and ^ere they found my Predidions true 
in every Article* except one or two, very minote. 

As for the few followins; Predidions i now offer the 
World, I forbore to publim them, until I had perufed 
the feveral Almanacks for the Year we are now entered 
upon, I found them all in the ufual Strain, and I beg 
the Reader will compare their Manner with mine : Ana 
here I make bold to t::ll the World, that I lay the 
whole Credit of my Art upon the Truth of dtefe Pjpe^ 
dictions ; and I will be content that Partrige^ and the- 

• reH of his Clan, may hoot me for a Chea| and Impo- 
dor,, if I fail in any fmgle Particular of Moment. I 
hdieve any Man, who reads diis Paper, will look up- 
on me to be at leail a Perfon of as much Honefty apd^ 
Underftanding, as a common Maker of Almanacks.. 
I do not lurk m the Dark .; I am not wholly unknown 
in the World ; I have fet my Name at length, to be 
a Mark of Infamy to Manland> if they ihall End I 

deq^e them. 
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h me ftAtt I mafb defire to be fomret ; that Z 
ti^Ik mote rparingty of home A^airs^ As it would be 
Itopmdeftce' to tfiftover Secrets of State, fo it might 
\kdzngeT6ti3 to^tny Tttfati : fint in fmaller Matters, 
and fodl^sare fid 'Of (ublick Confequence, I ihall 
te ^ctyfifef^ i Atd t*fe f mtb of my Conjedtores will 
afs macb appdair frotii^thefe asr die other. As for the 
»fift fignal Events abroad in Francer Tknders^ Itafy 
^d SpMH, I' fhair make no Scfuple to predid them^ 
ifi plan Terms : Some of them are of Importance, 
«id, 1 hbpe, r ihall felddhi miftake the Day they wilt 
^sppen: Therefore, I think, gpod ta inform the 
Header, ^t i all along make ufe of the OUS/yU 
Afervfed in Eng/Hfid; Which I deiire he will compare 
*iththaf ofthe News-papefs, at the Time they re- 
lltc the Aaibtis I mention. 

I muft add one Word more : I know it ftath been 
^ Opinion of feveral learned Peffons, who think well 
^^^ of the tPKl An of Aftrology, That the Stari 
^(iiiliyikdiiHe;' tOidtiOt fbfce the Aaions or Wills of 
Men. AndUiopdore^ however 1 may proceed by 
»gfct Rnles, vet I cafthii in Prudence fo confidently 
f^, that ih^ Barents tHU follow exaaiy as I predia 

^ tope, I hsWc taatorely coftficfertd thfs Objeaion^ 
|Uch in foai^ Cafes is of *n6 little Weight. Fof 
*^«toffef AMtti ttay, by the Influence of an over- 
^<ig: flia^r hi' difpofed ot indined t6 Luft, Rage, 
w Avarice i ifld yet by the tdrte of Reafon over- 
f^t that ^il Itifluence. Andthis was the Cafe ot 
^^a^^ely but &e great Events of the Wofld ufnall/ 
Spending tipoti Ntrmbert of JMen, it cannot be ex- 
Peftcd -tfiy flionld all tuiite to crofs their Indina- 
**^% ffoih purfniflg a. general Defien wherein they 
Jftaiiiniejuriy tpt^ Bcfides the Muence of the 
^tars reacheth to ^any AdUems^and Events, which 
^ not any way in the Power rf Reafon ; as Sick- 
^^^i Death, and .whait we commonly call Accidents i 
^ many more necdlefs to repeat.. 
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But nqw it is Time tOfijOcecid^xoyiFrediaigp^e; 
which I have begun ta calculate from me Tune thft 
the Sun entereth into Aries^ Anid this. 1 (ake to be 
properly the Beginning of the natural Yea^. . I purfue 
them to the Time that lie entereth Lihru^ or fome- 
what more* which is the bufy Period of the Year. 
The Remainder I have not yet a4}ttiled.upon account 
of feveral Impediments needlefs here to mention. Be-' 
iides, I mufl remind the Reader agajn, that this is 
but a Specimen of what Idefign, inTucceedipgYears^ 
to treat more at large, if I may have Liberty and* 
Encouragement. , - 

My firft Prediflion is but a Trifle ;' yet I wilTinen*- 
tion it, to fli^w how ignorant thoie fottifli l^retenders^ 
to Aftrology are in their own Concerns ": Jt.relateth 
to Partrtge the Almanack-maker ; I have confiifted. 
the Star of his Nativity by my own Rules ; and find' 
he will infallibly die upon the 29^** of March nexV 
about Eleven at Night, of s^ raging .Fever : There>, 
fore I advife him to confider of it, apd'fettle ji^ Af- 
fairs in time. .^^. , : . / . ; ' 

The Month of JPRIL will be pbfervable fetthe 
Death of many great Perfbns.. On rthe,4^^^ will die. 
the Cardinal Je Noaillesy Archbiftiop oV Paris: On, 
the II (^ the young Prince of Afiurias^ Son to the 
puke of Anjou: Oi^ the. 14'^ a gi;eat Pipcr of this. 
Realm will die at his Country-houfe : On the .19^^ 
an old Layman of great Fame and Leairniug '• And on 
the 23d an eminent Goldfmith in Lombard-fitetU I 
could mention others, both' at-home an^ abroad, ii 
I did not condder fuch Events.of very Jittle Ufe or In- 
-ftrudlion to the Reader, or^to the WoH^ . *, 

As to publick Affairs : On the 7th of this Month 
there will be an Infurredlion in Dauphiny^ occafioned 
by the Oppreflions of the People ; which will not be. 
quieted in fome Months. ' , , . 

On the 15th will be ^ violei\t S.ijor^ ontheSpji^h- 
Eaft Coaft of France \ which will deftrby many of 
theif Ships; and fome in the very Harbour.. , . •. ' 



firthi YEAK 1708. lot. 

The ! 9*^ will be famous for the Revolt of a whole 
Frorince or Kingdom, excepting one City i by which 
the Affairs of a certain Prince in the Alliance will 
take a better Face. 

MJTy againft Common Conjefttnres, will be no 
▼67 bufy Month in Europe ; but very fignal for the 
Death of the Daupbine, which will happen on the 7th « 
after a fhort Fit of Sicknefs, and grievous Torments 
with the StranguHr. He dicth lefs lamented by the 
CoBrt than the Kingdbm. 

On the oth, a Marefcbal of France will break his 
Leg by a ¥M from his Horfe; I have not been able 
\o difcover, whether he wiB then die or not. 

On the nth,, wiilbegin a moft important Siege^ 
which the Eyes of all Europe will be upon : I cannot be 
more particular ; for in relating Affairs that fo nearly 
concert the QonfederaUSy and confequently this King^ 
dom; r.am fofcdd to confine myfelf^ £)r feverai 
^cafons very obvious to the Reader. 
. On the 1 5th, N.ews will arrive of a yety Jurprifing 
Invent, dian which nbthinfr could. be more unexpected. 

On the 19th, thre^ nome Ladies of this Kingdom,, 
will, againft all .Expectation^ prove with Child,, to the 
peat yyj of *thdr Hnfbands. 

On the 25*, a famous Buffoon of the Pliiy-Houfe 
will die a ridiculdtts Death, fuitable to his Vocation. 
■ JUNE, This Month will bediftin2uilhc4^ at home,, 
^7 die titter difperfhig of diofe ridiculous deluded £n- 
thttfiafts, commonly called Prophets ; occafioned chief- 
fy by feeing the Time come, when many of their Pro- 

Sedes were to be fulfilled ;: and then, finding them*- 
-vcs deceived by contrary Events. It is indeed to be 
Jrfmired, how any Deceiver can befo weak to foretel 
Things near at Hand 5 when a very few Months muft 
of mceffity difcover the Impoflure to all the World : 
Ih this Point, lefs prudent than common Almanack- 
makers, who are (o wife ta wander in generals, talk 
dnbioufly, and leave to the Reader the Suiinefs of In* 
terpretatioA, 

K 3 Q« 
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Ok the iftof this Month a FiFMrr^ General with be 

killed by a random Shot of a Cannon-balL 

On the 6th, a Fire will break out in the Suburbs of 
Tarisy which will deftroy above a thoulknd Houfes, 
and ieemjcth to be the Foreboding of what will hap- 
pen, to the Surprize of all Europe^ about the End of 
the following Month. 

On the loth, a great Battle will be fought, which 
will begin at Four of the Clock in the Afternoon, and 
lad until Nine at Night, with great Obftinacy, but no 
very decifive Event. I fhall not name the Place, for 
the Reafons aforefaid ; but the Commanders on each 
left Wing will be killed *■■ I fee Bonfires, and hear 
the Noife of Guns for a Viftory. 

On the 14th, there will be a falle Report of. the 
Trench King's Death. 

On the 20th, Cardinal PortHorrero will die of a 
Dyfentery, with great Sufpicion of Poiibn ; but the 
Report of his Intention to revolt to King Charles will 
prove falfe. 

JU L Yj the 6th of this Month a certain General 
will, by a glorious Adiion, recover the Reputation he 
lod by former.Misfortunes. 

On the 1 2th, a great Commander ^will die a Prifoner 
in the Hands ctf* his Enemies. 

On the i4th» a fhamefnl Difcovery wHl be made of 
a Trench Jefuit giving Poifon to a great foreign Gene- 
ral ; tod when he is put to the Torture^ will make 
wonderful Difcdveries. 

In ihort, this will prove a Month of great A£Uon,. 
if I might have Liberty to relate the Particulars. 

At home, the Death of an old famous Senator 
will happen on the 15th at his Country -houfe, worn 
with. Age and Difeafes. 

But that which will make this Month memorable 
to all Poilerity, is the Death of the Trench Kine 
hcwh XIV. after a Week's Sicknefs at Marli ; which 
will happen on the 29th, about Six o' Clock in the 
Evening. It feemcth to be an Efft€t of the Gout 
ixk his Stomach, followed by a Flux. And in three 

Days 
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JDj^r; nAer Mo&fi^ur Owmillard wiU follow hif. Ma- 
iler, dying fuddenly of an Apoplw^y. 

In this Month likewife an Amhaffador will die ia 
hodm ; hat I cannot afilgn the Day. 

JUG US T. The Affairs ef France will fecm tq 
Mer no Change for a while under the Duke of ^4^r^ 
iitnJ/s AdminiSrationr ' But the Genius that animated 
the whole Machine being gone, will be the Caufe of 
mighty Turns and Revolutions in the following Yeai^ 
The new King niake^ yet little Change either in the 
Army or the Miniiby; but «the Libels againU his 
Grandfather, that fly about his very Court give him 
Unedinefs. 

I fee«an Exprefs in mighty Hafte^ whh^Jpy and 
Wonder in hi& Lo(^s, arriving .by the Break of D^ 
on the 26th of this Month, having travelled hi three 
^^ys a prodigious Journey by Land and Sea. In tht 
Evening I hear Bells and Quos, and fee the blazing 
of a thoufand Bonfires. . -.♦ 

A young Admiral, of noble Birth, doth likewiff 
^« Month gain immortal Honour, by a great At? 
chievcment. 

The Affairs ,of Poland are this Mot\th entirely fefy 
wed ; Augujlus refigneth his Pretenfions,. which he.had 
ag^ taken up .for fome Time : StaniJUm is peaceably 
pofleffed of the Throne and the King of S<weden de- 
dareth for. the Emperor. 

I cannot omit one particular Accident, here at 
tome ; that near die End of this Month, much Mif- 
chief will be done at Barthlom&w. Fair, by the FaU 
oi'aBooth.* 

SEPTEMBER. TWs Month- begiii& with a ve- 
*y fupriiing Fit of froily Weather, which .will 1 aft 
»ear twelve Days- 

'^HB Pope having^ long languifhed, !aft Month the 
Swellings in his Legs breaking, and the Flefh morti^p 
^^^Z» will die on the nth inftant: And in three 
Weeks Time, after a mighty Conteft, be fucceeded 
oy a Cardinal of the Vmperia/ Fadion, but Native of 
^^canj^ who is now about fixty one Years old. 
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Tm b Fhkeh J^taty ftdeth i^ vAuiUf on ifes defen^ 
five, flrongly forced in their Trenches ; and th^ 
jfbang fremch Kin? lendeth Overtures for a Tl^at^ of 
Peace, by the Duke of Mdaiud ; Whidi^ becao(b it is 
fi'Matter of State thdtconcemetih us here athome, 
T ihall fpeak no farther of. 

X ihall add but one Pre&iaion more, and that in 
inyftieal Terms, which ihall be inclu<led in st Verfii 
#at of f^irpL 

' UptiN the a^th I^ay of this Month, the fiilfifimg o£ 
Ai^ P^iaion Wil! be ihanifeft to i^v^ry body. 
' 'tnu is the farlhefl I have proceeded in my Calca^ 
tiidbtis i6r the prelientf^ Ylfat. I do liot pretend^ that 
m^ txttiA ^lU'gretit'i^en^ Whi^h wiil^happeii in 
^18 Period ;. but that dipfe I have fet down 4hSt in^ 
fidiibly c6inie t€/ pairs. Ithiiiy, perhaps,, (liil ' be'ob- 
Je^ed, whjr I hkve nbt JTpoke nidre partieukrly of 
Affairs at homes or of the Succefs of our Annies 
idltoad, which I might,' fthd could very largely have: 
done. But thofe in PoWef have Wifely dikQ&niged 
Men fhhn meddling in publick Concerns ; and I was 
jeiblvedy by no Meahs^ to givfe the leaft Oflfence^ 
This I will yenture to, fay 5 -ftat it will be A ^oriou^ 
tSampaign for the Allies a wherein the JB:«y^ FbrceSi^ 
i>oth by Sea and Land will have their full Shkre of 
Honour.: .That ber Majcfty Queen ANNE will 
continue in Health and Pfofperity : And, that n^ &- 
Accident will atrive to -any in the chirf Miniftry: 
- ' Air to the particular Events I have mentioned, thfr 
Readers may judge by the fulfilling of them. Whether 
5 am tfi the Level with common Aftrologers ; who^ 
With'anoldpaultry (Cant, and a. few Pot-hooks for 
Panels *td amufe the Vulgaf, have, in my Opinion, 
too long been fuffcredfo abufe the World. But an 
honeft Fhyiician ought not to be defpifed, becaufe 
there are fuclr TUngi^as-'Momicebanks. I hope, f 

hav&: 
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Have fome Share of Reputatioiiy which I would not 
wiUingly forfeit for a Frolick, or Humour: And I 
believe no Gentleman who reads this Paper, will 
look upon it to be of the fame Caft, or Mold, with 
the common Scribblers that are every Day hawked 
aix)ut. My Fortune hath placed me above th& little 
Regard of writing for a few Pence, which I neither 
value nor want : Therefore, let not wife Men too- 
haftily condemn this EiTay, intended for a good De« 
fign to cultivate and improve anantient Art, long in 
Difgrace, by haying fallen into mean unikilful Hands. 
A little Time will determine- whether I have deceived 
others, or myfelf j and, I think,* it is no very unrea- 
fonable Requeft, that Men would jdeafe to fufpend 
rfieir Judgments until then. I was once of the Opi- 
nion with thofe who defpife all Predictions from uie 
Stars, until in the Year 1686, a Man of Quality, 
fiiewed me written in his Albuttty that the moft learn- 
ed Mronomer Captain Holly aflured him, he would 
never believe any Thing of the Stars Influence, if 
t&ere were not a great Revolution in England in the* 
Year 1688. Since that Thne, I began to have other 
Thoughts ; and„ after eighteen Years diligent Study 
^iApplication, 1 thinltl have no reaibn to repent of 
»y Pains. I fhall detain the Reader no longer than 
to let him know, that the Account I defign to give of \ 
next Year's Events, fhall take in the fMrincipal Affaira 
tKat happen in Eurofe : And if I be denied the Liber- 
^ of offering it to my own Country, I Ihall appe^ 
to the learned World, by publifhing it in Latitiy and. 
giving Order to have it printed in Hoi/and^ 
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THE 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Of the First ^ 

Mr. Blckerfiajf's Predi(5lion5, 

BEING AN 

Ace O U N T 

O F T Ht 

Death of Mn PARTRIGE, the 

* Al,M AKACK-MAKER^ UpOH thc 

29th Inftant* 
in a Letter to a Perfon of Honour* 

Wrktdi m die Ye^r troti 

IN Obedience. to your LorcUhip's Coinmandsy ts 
well as to fatisfy: my own Coriofityj I have, for 
fome ^tays paft,. inquired ODnil^ndy after Partngi> 
the Almanack-maker ; of whom it was foretold la 
Mr. Bick^ftc^^ Pred^ions, publiihed about a Montk 
ago, that Ae (hould die the 29th laAant, about Eleven 
at Night, of a raging Fever, I had fojije Sort of 
Knowledge of him when I was employed in the Re- 
venue; bec^ufe he ufe4 ^very Year toprefent me 

^with 
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'with his Almanack, as he did other Gentlemen ; up- 
*on the Score of fome little Gratuity we gave him. 
I faw him accidental^ once ot twice about ten Days 
before he died ; and obferved he began very much 
to liioop ^nd iangaifh, alth{>ugh I hear his Friends 
dW •not'-fecm ■ to 'apprehend liim in any Danger: 
About two or three Days ago he grew ill ; was con- 
lined "&^ to his Chamber, and- in a few Hours after 
.to his Bed; vhere Dn Cafiy and Mrs. Kirlem * were 
dent for to vlfit, arid W f>refoibe to film. Upon 
thii* Intelligence, I (ent thrice evbry Day one 'Servant 
•or other to inquire after his Health. i and Yefierday 
about fbor in the AAernoon, Word was brought me 
that he was pall Hopes : Upon which I prevailed 
^ith mylelf to g« and fee him ; partly out of Gom- 
"mfferatiori, and, X confefsf partly 'out of Guribfity. 
He knew me very well, feemed furprifed at my 
Condefceniion, and made ^ me Compliments upon it 
as well as he could in the Condition he was. 
f he People about .him/ faid, he had been for fome 
Tipie delirious ; . but when I faw him, he had his 
Uifderflanding lis well as ever I knew, and fpoke 
ftrong and hearty, without any feeming Uneafinefs 
or Conftraint. After I had told him, I was forry to 
fee hin^in;(hot^ $i^Uncholy CircumftanCes, and faid 
fome other Civilities, fuitable to the Occalion ; I de- 
iired him to tell me freely and ingenuoufly whether the 
Predidtions Mr.-J5if,^f/^jf^:.had publiftred relating to 
his Death, had not too much afFe6led and worked on 
his Imagination. He confeiTed he often had it in his 
Head, but never with much Apprehenfion'flH about a 
Fortnight before ffmce winch Time it had the perpe- 
tual Pofief&on of his Mind and Thoughts ; and he 
did. verily^ believewas the true natural Caufe of his 
prefbnfi Diilemper : For, faid he, I am thoroughly 
perfuaded, and I think I have very good Reafons, that 
Mr. -^yri^a^ipoke altogether by Guefs, and knew 
ito more what will happen this Year than I did myfelf. 

- ♦ Two famm ^ath at that Ttfne in London. 



if AccoVKT if PAR TR I G'Ps Diath tog 

Itfld&im I) is JMcoMt farpri^ me; ' aiid I ivoofd* 
be gkd he were in a State of H«altb to be able Co tell^ 
newhat fteaibn he bad to beconidiiced of Mr. Bicier^i. 
/d/^$ IgDorance. - He replied, I am a poor ignorant' 
Mm, bred to a mean Trade; yet I have Scnfe. 
«oogh to know, that ail Pcetetices of foretelling hy 
AMogy, are Deceits ; for this iitaiiifeliRe;aron, be- 
taufethe Wife and Learned, who can only judge whc'-' 
tber there be any Truth in this Science, do ali anani-. 
Aoofiy agree to laugh at and def{>ire it; and none buc 
tbe poor ignorant Vnigar give k any Credit, and that 
«DlyupOttihc Word of fedh filly WretcheB at I and 
«yFeIlow5, who can hardly' write or read. I then 
«|ked him, why he had not cakalatod his^ own Nati« 
vitjr, to fee whether it agi'eed with Bhkerfitiff'^ Pre* 
diftioM? At which he fti^k his Head, ancHaid, Ol 
Sir, this is no Time for jefting, but for repenting 
tbofe Fooleriesy as J do now froirf the very Bottom of 
toy Heart. By what I* can gather from you, faid \; 
the(H>fervadons andPredjftions you printed with your 
Almanacks were aniece Impoiitions upon the People; 
^e replied,' If it was otherwife, I mould have the 
Icfs to anfwer for. We have^a common Form for alt" 
tKofe Things : As t^'ibretcUing the Weather, we ne- 
ver Aaddje wiih tKat,.biit leaye it to the Printer, wto 
^keth it out of any old Almanack as he thinketh fit:* 
The reft was tsxy own Invention to make my Alma- 
nack fell ;. having a Wife to maintain, and no other 
vvay to get my Bread ; for mending old Shoes is a 
poor Livelihood : And (added he, fighing) I wifii I 
roay not have done more Mifchief by my Phyfick than 
5^y Aftrology, although I had fome good Receipts 
from my Grandmother, and my own Compofitions 
Were fuch, as 1 thought could, at left, do no Hurt. 

I had fome other Difcourfe with him, which now 
• cannot call to Mind ; and I fear 1 have already 
Jred your Lordihip. I fhall only add one Circum- 
wance, That on his, Death- bed he declared him felf a 
Nonconforroift, and had a fanatick Preacher to be 
*iis fpiritual Guide. After half an Hojir's Converfa- 

VoL. L L tion. 
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my Own Defence, I now enter the Lifts againft Falf 
hood. Ignorance, and Envy : Bat I am exasperated, at 
len^hn .to dra^ o^t' thJ3' CacMs-hom the Den of Ob*^ 
*fcurity where he lurketh, detea him by the*Llght of 
"thofe SUrs he hath fo impudently tradaced, and ihew 
tbtre is not a Monftcr.iii the Skies £b femieious and 
jnalevoient to Mankind^ as an ignor^f Pretender to 
Phyiick and Aftrology> I (hall not direiaiy fall on 
the many grofs Errors, nor expofe the notorious Ah* 
fqrditics oF this pr6(Hcated Libeller, until I have let 
«he learned World fairly into theControverfy depeiui- 
ing, and then leave the unprejudiced to judge of the 
, Merits and Juftice of my Caufe. 

It was towards- the Concluiion of the Year 1707, 
when an impudent Pamphlet .crept into the World, 
intitlcd, Predi^iotUy Scc. by Ifaac BickerftafF E/a. A- 
mong the many arrogant Afiertions laid down by diat 
lying Spirit of Divination, he was pleafed to pitch oa 
the Cardinal de NoialUs, ^nd myfelf, among many 
other eminent^ and illui^rioas Perfons, dtatwcrertodie 
within the Compaifs of the enfuing Year ; and pe- 
remptorily i>]tes the Month, Day, and Hour of our 
Deaths : This, I think, is fportins with m^tiAeo^ 
and publick Spirits, to the Scandal of Religion,-, and 
Reproach of Power; and if fovereien Princes, and' 
Allrologers, muft make Diverfion for the Vulgar ; 
why then, farewe], fay I, to aU Goyerniaents,.£ccU^ 
iiaftical and Civil. But, I thank my better Stars/I am 
alive to confront this falfe and audacious Predldor, «nd 
.to make him rue the Hour he ever airronte4 a Man of 
Science and Refentment. The Cardinal may take jvvhat 
^Meafures' hf pleafeth with him ;> as his Excellency is 
a Foreigner, and a Papid, he hathnoHealpn to rely on 
me for his Juftification J I ftiall only'affijre'thie.WorW 
he is alive ; but as he was bred to Letters, and is 
Mailer of a Pen, let him u{e it in his own Defence. 
In the me^n time, I ihall prefent the. Publidc with ^ 
faithful Narrative of the ungenerous Treatment;, and 
hard Ufage, I haVe received from the virulent Papers^ 
and malicioos Fradtices of thi» pretended Aftrologer. 

* - A 



Tfie fbJlowing Piece, under die Name of 
John Partrige,. was written by that 
famous Poet Nicholas Rowe, Efq;^ 
and therefore bemg upon the fame Sub- 
jeft, although not by the fame Author, 
we have thought fit to publifli it, that 
the Reader may have the whole Account 
together. 

'Squire Bic k er staff Deteded : 

OR, THE 

Aftrolbgical ImpoftorConvi<5lcdi. 



^YTOHJT far trigs. Student in Physick 

and Astrology. 



IT* IS hard, my dear Cbiindynien of thefc utdtcS 
Nations : It is very hard, that a Briton born, ttr 
Proteftant Aflrologer, a Man of Revolution Prin- 
<^JpIes, an Aflertet of the Liberty* and Property 0f 
^c People^ fliould cry out in vain, forjuftice againft 
^^rencbmanl a Papift, and an illiterate Pretender to* 
Science; that would blaft my Reputation, moft inhu-- 
Bunly bury me alive, and defraud my native Country 
®f thofe Services, which, in my * doubU Capacity , £ 
^% offer, die Ptiblicfe. 

, What gfeat Provocations I have received, let the: 
^partial Reader |udge^ and how unvsfillingly, even in< 

* ^kupcian and ^firohgn^ 
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mounted on a Table, widi a two-foot Rule in Bis. 
Hand, meafaring-my Walls, and taking the Dimen-^ 
iipns. of the Room. Pray^ Sir, faveth I, not to inter- 
ttipt-ybu, iiave ydu any^ Bofincfa with* tne ? Only, 
Sir, rejdieCh he,, order cbe Girl to brhig nie a better 
I/ight, for t)iis is but a^yery dkn one. Sir, faveth I, 
my Name is Partrige: Oh! the Do£U>r*s Brother, 
belike, crieth he ; the Stair-ca(b, I believe, and {hefe 
two Apartments hung in clofe Mourning, will be fuf- 
£cient, - and onlj^ a Strip of- Bdx^ round the odi«r 
'Rooms. The Dodlor muft neeos die rich, lie kiad 
^reat Dealings in his Wav for many Years ; if he'had 
jio Family Coat, yoaKad as good ufe the Scutcheons 
.q£ the Company ; they, are as flxowiflx, and wiE look 
as magnificent as if he was defcended from the Blood- 
foyal. With that I ailiiaied a greater Air of Au- 
thority,. and demanded who employed hhn, or how 
lie came there ? Why, I was fcnt, Siri by the Compar 
,Qypf Undertakers, fayeth'h^, and they were employ- 
.^d by- the honeft Gentle^ian, who is; J^xecutor to the 
ffood Do£lbr dejparted ;* ^nd our rafcally Porter, I be- 
lieve, is fallen taft aHeep with the black Clotk, and 
^conpes; or he had been here, and we might have 
jbeen tacking up by this Time. Sir, fayeth I» pray be 
advifed by a Friend, and make the befk ot yotff 
)^peed out of my Doors^ for I hear my Wife^s V(»c^ 
.(which, by the bye, h pretty diflinguiiOuible} and in 
that Corner of the Room ftandeth a ^ood Cudge], 
which fpme bo^ hath felt before now ; if that Ikht i{k 
her Hands, and me know t]ieBufinef$ yoa came about; 
,'withottt confulting the Stars, I can aiTure you it wiU 
be employed very much • to the Detriment of your 
Perfon. Sir, crieth he, bowing with gjeat Civility, I 
perceive, extreme Grief for the Lofs of the Do^r 
oifordereth you a little at prefent ; bnt early ia the 
Morning I wiH wait on yoa with all necefiary Ma- 
'teriaU. Now I. mention no Mr. sBickerftuffi nor 
^do I £iyp that a certain Star-gazingJ^uire hath been 
:|a plying my Executor before his Time; but \ leave 
the WorM to ji^dge \ and^ if it puts Tl^ngs and Thioss 

fairly 
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^CLLp- once moce^I giBtiiixJ>odrs cIoled» alid pce^- 
pand ftr 3«l^ isiJbopeS of a.liiile&ipefe, after ^ 
ouny rofftbg Advonftirest; juft as I wa^ pettftig 4Hit 
AvXigiit is order -teie^ asedieriMaBQetlrmsiuurdilB 
1^« caa knock ? 1 bpee the Window^ And aflc/wlio b 
^et, and 3Vhat be wantacki I am A'l^j'the Sesdeii, 
Kplietk he, and come to know whether the D^&mt le|t 
%7 Orders , fee a Fvtnand Setsion ; and wherehfc is • 
^ be. laid» .and 'whether kbKSdraveisto be plainxMr* 
lacked ?: Why, Sinsah^ ^yedi I^ yoa' knov^ne well 
^<^k ; yM know ijamraotdead, snd^ hbwidjirryoii^ 
^Mt me after 'tUf ManiicR^ iVlackira4day> Sif^ re- 
^athe EeUi^/ wiK}r» ii b in Ptiat; and di^ whelfe 
^wn knoweth I you are deidt why,', theie^ is Mr. . 
Whit^ die Jpioer, is i>tit Atting Screws to yobc Coffih,., 
^ will be here with it in.* avlolhait^vhe ^as- afiidd. 
>pQ wenld h^me wanted it ;before this Time. Simhw 
^^^^^.Tayeih I,, yoa ihaU knew tib^nobocm ^to fomt 
Coft that I aftn aUYe, . aad >aliTe like tn; be. : :Whyr it 
>s Grange, Sir, fayeth he» yottihonhf make 6i€h a 96- 
cret ofyom* Deaths' to oa .that are y^ Neighbourly 
i( looketh a$ if you Jiad a Defignto defrandthe Ghdrak 
e^ its Does s and- let me tell yoa, ' for. one tbkt hath 
lived fo long, by the Heavens, that it is nnhandfomely 
^ne. HiO, htft, iayedi aaother Rogue, that ftoad by 
^^y away Do^or intir yoor Flai^nel Gear as faft aa 
yoa caii^i fof )|^fQ is a^whelB Pack of i)ttftaals>coniitl|; 
^ you, with their black Equipages and hdw^inde^ 
ce&t wU it locdc foti yon to ftand frighieiiiilg.Folld at 
yoor Windpiv* when yoo ihonld havecbeen'hi^osr 
^oifin this three Hours f In fhort^ whatiwith Uadti^ 
^^1*8, Embaltners, joiners. Sextons, and yonr daftmed!^ 
^^gy^i^nwkers, upona latePrafiitionepinPlivfick and 
Ailiplogy^ I got not one Wink of Sleep that Nighty 
^oirjcarce a MomentV Reft! ever fmcfc.* Now, Idottbt 
^<^i but this viHanotts ^Squire has. the Impedencetb 
<^^ert, that thefe are enxireiy Strantes- to him ^ he, 
Sood Ma2i» k^ wet^ A<;^!diing: of theJ^ttM 



Skac Buitt^aff, I: wnfranc yoy^ is more a Man <£ 
HonooTy than to be an Accomplice with a Pack of 
&af6ih^ that waik the Stie^ on Nights^ and difturlx 
80od Peofde in their Beds. Bot he it out., if he thinks 
uw.whc^ World is blind$ ibr tbere is one J^ 
Earirige can finell a Knare as far as Grub-fireei y al- 
.tiwagh he Iteth in the moft exato^ Gaftet, and wii- 
,teUi himfeif .*Squim : But I Will keep my Tenaper, and 
proceed in the Narration* ^ 

I could not ftir out of Doors for die Spaee of three 
lulonths after this, bat prefently one oaaieth ap to me 
in the Street,. Mr. Parttage^ thiatGoffin you was laft 
buried in, I have not been. jet paid for. Do&or, 
«riedi another Dog, how do yod think PeofAe can live 
hy making of Gfaaresr for nothiag ? Next Time you 
.ifie, yon may. even toU oatthe &11 yourfelf for NeJ. 
A thitd Rogue tippedi me by the Elbow, and wonder 
cdLhow I have the Confcienceto (heak abroad, witl^* 
•Qt.paying.my Funeral Expences. Lord,.fayetli one, I 
idorft \i?cmMna» that was honed Th^FoFtrigi^ my old 
;Frjend ; bat, poor. Man, he.is gone. I^ beg your Par- 
4en, fayeth another, you look io like my <^d Acqaain- 
.lance diat J ufed tacoafak on fome private Occafions, 
tet, alack, he is gpne the Way of all Plefli. Look, 
look, look, crieth a thirds after a eompetent Space 
•f ftaring at me; Would not one think oar NeighDOor 
the Almanack;4naker,, was crept out of his Grave, to- 
take the other. Peep at the Stars in tlas World, and 
Ihewhow much he is improved in Fortune- tdling by 
having taken a Joumey to d&e other ? * 
' Nay, the "vcsy. Reader of our Parilh, a good; fober, 
lAifcreet Perfoa, hath fent t««o or three T^ines^ iot tne 
.to come and be. buried decendy, or fend him fnffi- 
^.cient Reafons to the cootraiy ; or^ if I have been iI^ 
.terred in any other Paciih, to produce my- Certificate 
.as the A£t requireth^ My pooa Wife is almoft nm 
^diflradled wixh being . called Widow Pkrtrige, when 
(&« kaoweth it is falte ;. and once a Term ftie is cited 
i^totheCoMrt, to take out Letters of Adminifbadoa. 
:Btti^ tb^ greafisft Grievaoceisy. a padtry Quack, tlut 
... taketh^ 
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printed. DircOiofis with J^. ^. --^----fayetlw ke Uf^ 
an.emigetttPtai£Utioii€ff in JUeAi^Bri fhyfick^and A>^ 

Bv7,' to fh^whow far thewickcud $^it of Env)^. 
Malice jind.R^f«4(inttfit «ai^ hQiry, (mf M«n i my 
Aamekfs old P^rfreutor kad y^otidedine-aiiAonBmei^ 
at the Stone Gutter's, «od would have.it treded sin tke 
Pari/b ClUn-d».;,and,^i^ Keic&oirnot»ri0ilSia9d expen- 
^ ViUajiy had.aanaUy fuccceded, if I h«4 not oTcd. 
my Wwoft twsereft with the V«ftry, wbwe-it Wa^ can- 
JJed at M .but by two Yoiceiu- that,^am a^ve. Thi|t 
S^rat^ew failing, OHt'€0ro«A-a-Jong fable Elegyf bi^- 
4€ckedwithtioiir-gla(&9» Md^ocks, .S^tOki Spade^r 
afld Skeletojis, with anJBpitafh as^confiden^lX^'nttea 
^ abu(&.ine, aad iny Profcffion, asif I had btfca ond^r 
Gjottud ;hefe twfiu^ y«aM. 

•^^tisb afm'.fuch.barbaHMuTttatnittntasahn, Caik 
t^ World blame me^j.wii^Q I aft. What i^.i^^com^of 
w^5 ftetdQai;.of an&^g/e^wwwr/' Aad. whi^i^-is tl^ 
^iw«^ imd; Pffxpertj^. . thttt my M ghrmt £mii)d 
*^ o»w to :aifcftif Wp have droa^>Pop«y oiit^ 
«e Nktion, and fcnt Slavc^y^^fi) rfbiei^ Clknm. Ti^ 
^^ OQ^rea»i*>lii ;Sof»Aa99 ; .wfiesr AdM^fi pf ^ci- 
^.and Ghacaaar fliail be openlj^ k^tcd in^tl^ 
^^ of tht jnany; iii^iil ^emcca:he is daily pao^iag^ 
the fiublicfc^ Was it ever; heard* 'cvta in 5«r|r « 
!^^<f, .that a;$JMMA^];i«er:<iiattbivMred:Oirt.o^ 
«^Ii&%i»!igiiprtot titipQtor»tNr iidwiad oni^of-Ae 
^orUi)}rft:FsL<£ of yiHaiioas de4>-mootiI^Hawkm^ 
iiiOQ^ I print AliitaAacfcs*..aftd pobUOi AdiyM-#i- 
'^^nts s although | :p«odacr (^ertificaM npder th»i]iA« 
lulters and Church- wardens Hands, I am alive, and 
atteft the-fiune on Oath at Qoarter-Sefiions ; out. 
Cometh A full and tnteRelatiim 9/ the Death and Jn^ 
^trmeni of JoH» Partricb ; Truth is bore down^. 
Atteftadons negleded, the Teftimony of fober Perfona 
^le^d^and a Man is looked upon by his Neighbours* 

at 
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as if he &ad been feren Yean dead, aad is baried alin 
Sn die Midft of his-Frienib and Acquaintance. 

Now can any Man of conunoit Senfe think it con^ 
^ent with the Honour of my Piofeffion, and not 
much beneath the Dignity of a Philofophery to ftand 
4awling before his own Doo r ■ Alive ! Alive ! 

'Ho ! The fifmious Dr. Partrige / No Counterfeit, bat 
all alive ? ' ■ A s if I had the twelve CeleiHal Mon- 
gers of the Zoj^Wi to ihew within, or was forced for 
a Livelihood to torn Retailer to- Ma)f and Bartholomew 
Fairs. Therelm, if her Majelly would bot graci«^ 
"Oiifly be pleafed to diink a Hardfhip of this Nature 
-worthy her Royal Conidevaiion ; and the next Par- 
'Hament, in their great Wifdom, caft but an Eye to^ 
'Wards the deplorable Cafe of their old Pbilomaib, that 
'annually beftoweth his poetical good Wiihes on them^ 
I am mvy there is one I/mu Buktrfiaff^ Efq; wouM 
foon be truifed up for his bloody Preditlions, and pot(- 
Ung good Sttbjeds in Teitor of tfaeif Lives : And that 
'henceforward to^ murder a Man by way of Prophecy, 
•and bury him in a printed Letter,, either to a Lord or 
'Commoner ihaU as legally entitle him to the prefent 
•Pofleffion of Tylntmi m ifhe* cobbed on* the. Highway, 
er-cutyour Throat in Beck • 

' I 'ihall demoaftrate. to the JadtcioaSy that Frmm 
'wJAdRoke^ are at the Bottom of tht& horrid Confphra" 
:€y againft me; and that Gi/friP afbrefaid, is a Pofifi 
'Smjifary^ hatJ> paid his Vifita lo St. Oemiains, and U 
now in the Meafures of Lewis XIV; That, in at- 
'-tempctiig my Repotatioai thei%is » geaeral Mailacre 
•of \Learninff defigned in diefe Realms. And» through 
mv^des, these is a Wound given to all the PaoteftaaC 
• Almtfoack-maken ill the Uaiverfe. 
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VINDICATION 

OF . 

Isaac Bickerstaff, Efqj 

AGAINST ' i 

What is objeftcd to him by Mr. Partrige, 
in his Aimaaack for ^e prefcnt Year^ 
1709. 

By the faid Isaac BicKE&sTAPFy Efii; 

"Written in the Ysar 170^. 

MR. Pmirigt hadi 'been lately pleaTed t6 
treat me ^hxst a very- rough Nlanner^ in 
thai vt}hich is cuUed^ His Almanack for 
^ piefent Year: Sath Ulkge is very nndecenC 
atmwi Gentleman H another^ and^ doth not at all 
cootribnte Yo the Difoo^ety ofTtath; which ought 
to be the great End in alt Difputes of the Learned^- 
To call a Man fopl and Fiilain, and imfudent 
hllonvy only for diftering from him in a Point 
ineidy fpeculative, is» in my humble Opinion, a very 
improper Style for a Perfon of bis Educaticn. I ap- 
peal to the kamid WorUy whether in my Iftft Tear's 
^redi^Uons, I gave him the lealft Provocation for foch 

unworthy 
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vfinworthy Treatment, Philofophers have difiered In 
•all Ages, but the difcreeteH among them have. always 
differed as became Philofef^hers. Scurrility and Paf- 
iion, in a Controverfy among Scholaps^ is juft fo much 
'Of-oothing to the-Purpofe ; and, at bail, ^a-tack Con- 
feiCon df a weak-Cauie : My Concern is not ra-moch 
:for n^y own Heputation, as that of the Repuhlkk of 
Letters^ which Mr. FaeiJfige hath endeavoured ta 
^ivound through my Sides. If Men of publick Spirit 
mttft be ffipereilioufly Seated for .their i^gcnfOa8 A^ 
3tempt»{ hbw^will true ufeful Knowledge Mjie eveinad- 
^anced'2 i wiftx Mr. Partrige knew the Thoughti 
"V/hich foreign Um*vitjfiies,hk5t COfllceived of his un- 
^generons Proceedings with me ; bat I am too tender 
*o( his Reputation to publifli. them to,theWorkl. 
That Spirit of Envy and Pride, which bkfteth fo ma- 
vjntitkg ©eniiife^iihour Nationj'i* yet^wikn^vni a- 
TOong Fr^fefforj abroad : The Neceffity oC juft^fyini; 
nyfdf will excufe my Vanity, when I tell the 
Reader that I have near an Hundred honorary Let- 
ters from Several Parts of Eurof^ (fome .as fsr as 
Mufcovy) in Pra^e of my 'Performance. Befides, fe- 
ver al others, which, as I have been credibly informed, 
verc opened in the Poft-Office, and never feat me, 
* Itistroe, ^ Inqt^ft^pi mvP^if^^^ waspleafed 
to bum my Predictions, and condemn the Author and 
Readers of them; bu^ I hope, at the fame time, it 
will be cdnfidere^I iir]hi(w i^s^oa^Xf^X^ta,^ *Uar9^ 
ingX\s^K\ preibnl HI ^ba^ Kingdom i^n Aa4^ wlft th^ 
prafoiindelb Veneration fd^ tro^kneilUiids^ Xym"^^^ 
fiime.to add ; tlMit it a. little conpernod f/it-fM^fiT^ 
^ Partugmi^ to kit^^i^^ Authority in Behalf of 
a ScMAn and a <ipifimaff, the Sii^ea -^f aNi^tioB 
with whidi heas4iQw iik^. M^ aa Minpce.. '£>>(* 

tbe other Kingdoaii.aiid States^ofl^^vr^JhaveXi^s^^' 

ine 



. • 'A's ts FaB, jrs 4h Author, tifas tffwr^ hy &tVvX 



i^AAC BrCKERSTAFP, EfjIT, X%X 

^ with more Candour and Generofity. If I had 
Leave to print the Latin Letters tranfmitted to me 
from foreign Parts, they would fill a Volume, and be 
a full Defence againft all that Mr. Partrige^ or his 
Accomplices of the Vortugcd Inquifition^ will be ever 
able to objeft 5 who, by the way, arc the only Ene- 
mies my Prcdi£lions have ever met with at home or 
abroad. But, I hope, I know better what is due to 
the Honour of a learned Correffondence^ in fo tender 
a Point. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious Perfons will, 
perliaps, excufe me for tranfcribing a Pafiage or two 
in my own Vindication. * The * moft learned Mon- 
fieur Leibnitz thus addrefleth to me his third Letter ^ 
lllvfirijUimo Bickerjiajffio Jfitologia: Infiauratoriy &C. 
Monfieur le Clerc quoting my Predi^ions in a Trea- 
tife he publiihed laft Year, is pleafed to fay, Ita ftu* 
fcrrime BickerfiaJ/us^ nobilis Anglus, Afirologorum hw 
jujce SeeuU facile Princeps^ Sijgnior Magliabeccbi^ the 
Great Duke*^ famous Library-keeper, fpendeth aim oft 
his vi'hole Letter in Compliments and Praifcs. It is 
^ue, the renowned Profeffor of Jfironomy at Utrecht^ 
ftemeth to differ from me in one Article ; but itis af- 
^rthe modeft Manner that becometh aPhilofopher; 
as, Pace tanti 'viri dixerim: And /. 55. he fecmeth 
to lay the Error upon the Printer, (as indeed it ought) 
a»d faith, njel forfan error Typographic cum alioquin 
^idtrfie^ut 'vir doaiffimusy &C. 

Ip Mr. Partrige had followed thefe Examples in 
tile Ccfntroverfy between us, he might have fpared 
nic the Trouble of juftifying myfelf in fo publick a 
Manner. I believe few Men are readier to own their 
^n-or than I, or more thankful to thofe who will 
pleafe to inform him of them. But it feems this Gen* 

Vol. L M tleman, 
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• The !^otations here infertei^ are at Inntation of Dr. Bent- 
^y* in fome Part oj the famous Controverjj let-ween bim and 
Charles Boyle, afterwards Earl of Otrcry, and Knight of the 
Thiftlc. 
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deman, inftead of encouraging the Progrefs of His 
own Art, is pleafed.to look upon all Attempts of that 
Kind, as an Invafion of his Province. He hath been 
indeed fo wife, * to make no Objedion againft the 
Truth of my Prediftions, exceptin one fingle Point, 
relating to himfelf : aiid, to demonffa'ate how much 
Men are blinded by their own Partiality, I do fo- 
lemnly affure the Reader, that he is the ortfy Perfon 
from whom I ever heard that Objection ofi«red ; 
which Coniideration alone, I think^ will take off all 
its Weight. 

With my utmoft Endeavours, I have not been 
able to trace above two Objections ever made againil 
the Truth of my laft Year's Prophecies : The firft 
is of a Frenchman, who was pleafed to publifh to the 
World, that the Cardinal dt Noailles fwasjiiil ali<ve, 
not^ithjianding the pretended Prophecy of Monjieur Bi- 
querftaffe : But how far a Frenchman^ a Papifty and an 
Enem^ is to be believed, in his own Caufe, againil an 
Englijh Protefianty who is true to the Governments I 
ihall leave to the candid and impartial Reader. 

The other Objedlion is the unhappy Occalion of 
this Difcourfe ; and relateth to an Article in my Fre- 
.didlions, which foretold the Death of Mr. Partrige to 
happen on March 29. 1708. This he is pleafed to 
contradidt abfolutely in the Almanack he hathpublilh- 
ed for the prefent Year i and in that ungentlemanly 
Manner, (pardon the Expreffion) as I have above re- 
lated. In tJiat Work, he very roundly affertethj That 
he is not only no^w alive, hutavas likewuife aUve upon that 
wery 29th of March, ivhen I had foretold he Jbould die. 
This is the Subjedt of the prefent Controverfy between 
us^ which I deiign to handle with all Brevity, Perspi- 
cuity, and Calmnefs : In this Difpute, I am fenfiblc, 
the Eyes, not only of England, but of all Europe, will 
be upori us : And the Learned in every Country will* 
I doabt not, take Part on that Side where they find 
. ihoft Appearance of Reafon an^ Trudi. 

Without entering into Criticifms oi Chronology 
•about the Hour of his D^ath; I Ihall only prove, that 

Mr. 
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Mr. Vartrige is not alive. And my firft Argument is 
tm : Above a thoufand Gentlemen having bought 
Jiis Almanacks for this Year, merely to find what he 
faid againft me ,• at every Line they read, they would 
li/t up their Eyes, and cry out, between Rage and 
Laughter, ney iverejure no Man aliyc e<ver ivritjucb 
iaamed Stuff' as this. Neither did I ever hear that 
Opinion difputed : So, that Mr. Partrige lieth under 
a Dilemma, either of difowning his Almanack, or al- 
lowing himfelf to be no Man ali<ve. But now, if an 
isformid CiircaSs walketh ftill about, and is pleafed to 
call itfelf Partrige I Mr. Bicker^ aff dioth not think ' 
himfelf any Way anfwerable for that. Neither had 
the faid Carcafs any Right to beat the poor Boy, who 
Happened to pafs by it in the Street, crying, A fuU 
and true Account of Dr. Partrige's Death, &c. . 

SEcoNi>Ly, Mt. Partrige precendeth to tell For- 
tunes, and recover ftolen Goods ; which all the Parifh 
faith he muft do by converiirig with the Devil, and 
other evil Spirits : And no wife Man will ever allow 
he could converfe perfonally with either, until after 
he was dead. 

Th I R D L Y, I will plainly prove.himto. be dead out 
of his own Alitianack for this Year, and" from the 
very Faffage which he produceth to make us think 
nim 'alive. He there faith, He is not only now alive^ 
«»' 'Was alfo ali've upon that 'very 29th o/'March, nxihicb 
^foretold \itJhoulddie on : By this h6 declareth his O- 
IJinion, that a Man may be alive nwo, who was not a- 
live a Twelve-month ago. And, indeed, there lies 
^e Sophiftry of his Argument. He dareth not aflert, 
he was alive ever fince the 29th of March, but that he 
w nonv alive y and ^as fo on that Day ; I grant the l^t- 
^r» for he did not die until Night, as appeareth by the 
printed Account of his Death, in a Letter to a Lord; 
^d whether he be fmce revived, I leave the World 
to judge. This, indeed, is perfed cavilling, and I 
*ni afliamed to dwell' any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, 1 will appeal to Mr.' Partrige kimfelf, 
^tether it be probable I could have been fo indifcreet, 

M z V to» 
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to begin my Predi£Uons with the only FalJhoofl that 
ever was pretended to be in them ; and this in an Af- 
fair at home, where I had fo many Opportunities to 
be exa£l; and mail have given fuch Advantages a- 
gainftme to a Perfon of Mr. Partrigt's Wit and Learn- 
ing ; who, if he could poflibly have raifed one iingle 
pbjedlion more againit the Truth of Prophecies, 
would hardly have ipared me. 

And here I mud take Occafion to reprove the a^ 
bove mentioned Writer of the Relation of Mr. Par^ 
trige^s Death, in a Letter to a Lord\ who was pleafed 
to tax me with a Miilake oifottr luhole Hours in ro/ 
Calculation of that Event. I mufl confefs, this Cen-^ 
fure, pronounced with an Air of Certainty, in a Mat- 
ter that fo nearly concerned me, and by 2l prejudiciotu^ 
Author^ moved me not a little. But although I were 
at that timeout of Time, yet fevcral of my Friends,, 
whofe Curiofity had led them to be exadtly informed^ 
(for as to my own Part, havmg no Doubt at all in die 
Matter, I never once thought of it) afTured me I com- 
puted to fomething under half an Hour, which (^ 
^ak my private Opinion) is an Error of no very 

freat Magnitude, that Men ihould raife Clamour a- 
out it. I ihall only fay, it would not be amifs, if that 
Author would henceforth be more tender of. other 
Mens Reputation as well as his own. It is well there 
were no more Miftakes of that Kind ; if there had, I 
prefume he would have told me of them with as littk 
Ceremony. 

There is one Obje£lion againft Mr. Partrige\ 
Death, which I have fometimes met with, although 
indeed stxy (lightly offered ; That he ftill continued! 
to write Almanacks. ^ But this is no more than what 
is common to all of that Profeffion ; Gadhury^. Poor 
Robbing Dove, Wing, and feveral others, do yearly pu- 
bliih their Almanacks, although feveral of them have 
been dead fince before the Revolution, Now the na- 
tural Reaibn of this I take to be, that, whereas it is the * 
Privilege of other Authors, to live after their Deaths, 
Ahnanack-makers are only excluded ; becaufe their 

Difiertations 



I^AAC BiCKERSTAFTi KJqr. TT^ 

Difertations treating only upon the Minates as they 
pafs, become ufelefs as thofe go ofF. In Confider* 
ation of which, Time^ whofe Regtfiers they are, gives 
them a Leafe in Reverilon, to continae their Works 
after their Death. 

I Ihoald not have given the Publick or myfelf the 
Troable of this Vindication, if my Name had not 
been made ufe of by feveral Perfons, to whom I never 
lent it; one of which, a few Days ago, was pleafed to 
father on me a new Set of Predictions. But I think 
thefe are Things too ferious to be trifled with. It 
grieved me to the Heart, when I faw my Labours, 
which had coft me fo much Thought and Watching, 
tawled about by common Hawkers, which I only inr 
tended for the weighty Confideration of the graved 
Perfons. This prejudiced the World fo much at firft, 
that feveral of my Friends had the AfTurance to aflc 
me, Whether I were in Jeft ? To which I only anfwer- 
ed coldly. That the E<vent ijoilljhpw. But it is the Ta- 
lent of our Age and Nation, to turn Things of the 
greateft Importance into Ridicule. When the End of 
the Year had 'verified all my Frediilions ; out cometh 
^T,.Faringe^s Almanack, difputing the Point of his 
Death ; fo that I am employed, like the General who 
was forced to kill his Enemies twice over, whom a Ne- 
(romancer had raifed to Life. If Mr. Partrige hath pra- 
Wed the fame Experiment upon himfelf, and be a-^ 
gain alive ; long may he continue fo ; but that doth 
iiot in the leaft contradid my Veracity : For, J thinks 
i have clearly proved, hyjn'vincible Demonftration^ that 
he died at fartheft within half an Hoar of the Time I 
foretold ; and not four Hours fooner, as the above 
nicntioned. Author, in his Letter to a Lord, hath ma- 
Ucioufly fuggefted, withDefign to blaft my Credit,, 
by charging me with fo grofs a Miftake. 

M J 'a 
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PROJECT 

FOR THE 

Advancement of RELIGION> 

AND THE 

Reformation of M ANN ER S» 

'Written in the Year xyof^ 

?o the Cmmtefi */ B E R KL E Y. 

Madam, 

MY Intention in pEe£xing -yom Ladyiliip*» 
Name, is not alter the common Form, to 
defire your ProtefUon of the following Pa- 
P^s, which I take to be a very unreafoxrable Requeft ^ 
^^ by beine infcribed to your Ladyihip, although 
without your Knowledge, and from a concealed Hand» 
you cannot recommend them without (bme Sufpicion 
of Partiality. My real Defign is, I confefs, the veiy 
lame I have often deteiled in mod Dedications $ That 
of publifhing your Praifes to the World. Not upon 
the Subjed of your noble Birth, for I know othefs 
as noble ; or of the Greatne^ of your Fortune, for I 
KAow others far greater; or of ihat beautiful Race 
(the Images of their Parents) which calleth you Mo* 

ther; 
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ther : For even this may, perhaps, have been eqnaF 
led in fome other Age, or Country. Befides, none o^ 
thefe Advantages do derive any AccomplKhments to 
the Ov.ners ; but (erve at bed, only to adorn what they 
really poi^V^s. What 1 intend, i&:^our Piety, Truth, 
good Senfe, and good Natttfe, Afrability and Charkyj 
wherein I wifb your Lady (hip had many Equals, or 
any Superiors ; and 1 w^ I could fay, } knew them : 
too ; for then your Ladyfliip might have had a Chance* 
to efcape this Addrefs. In the mean time, I think it 
J&ighly nece^aiy for the Intereft of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, that the whole Kingdom fhouM be infori^ed in 
K)me Parts of your Charaftcr: For Inftance: That, 
the eafieil and politefl Converfation, joined with the 
trueft Piety, may be obferved in your Ladyfhip, in as 
great Perfection, as they were ever feen apart in any 
other Perions. That, by your Prudence and Ma- 
nagement under feveral Difadvantages, you have pre- 
ierved the Luftre of that mod noble Family, into 
which you ^re grafted, and which th^ unmeafurable 
Profufibn of Anceftors, for many Generations, had 
too much eclipfed. Then, how happily you perform 
every Office of Life, to which Providence haA called 
you: In the Education of thofe two incompair^ble 
Daughters, whofe Conduct is fo univerially admired ; 
in every Duty of a prudent, complying^. 8iiFe6tionate 
Wife ; in that Care which defcendeth to the meaneft 
9f your Domeiticks ; andlalUy, in that endlefs Bounty 
to the Poor, and Difcretion where to diftributef it. 1 in- 
iift on my Opinion, that it is of Importance for the Pti- 
blick to know this, and a great deal more of your La- 
dyfhip ; yet whoever goetb about to inform them, ihall, 
inftead of finding Credit, perhaps be cenfured for a 
Flatterer. To ayoid foufual a Reproach, X declare this 
to be no Dedication ; but merely an Introdadion to a 
/Propofal for the Advancement of Religion and Mo^ 
rals ; by tracing, however imperfisdtly, fome few Li- 
neaments in the Charad«r of a Lady, who hath (pent 
all her Life in the Prance and iVomotion of both. 

AMONQ 
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AMONG all the Schemes offered to the Pabllck 
in this proje£ting Age» I have obfervedy wltlr 
foine Difpleafare, that there have never been any for 
the Improvement of Religion and Morals : Whiclv 
be&ies the Piety of the Defien from the Confequence^ 
of fuch a Reformation in a future Life, would be the 
bed natural Means for advancing the poblick Felici- 
t]r of the State, as well as the prefent Happinefs of 
every Individual. For, as much as Faith and Morali- 
ty are declined among us, I am altogether conEdent, 
they might, in a Ihort time, and with no very great 
Trouble, be raifed to as high a Perfedion, as Num- 
bers are capable of receiving. Indeed, the Method 
IS fo eafy and obvious, and fome prefent Opportuni- 
ties fo gqpd ; that, in order to have this Projed redu-- 
ccd to Pradice, there feemeth to want nothing more 
than to put thofc in mind, who, by their Jlonour^ 
^uty, and IntereH, are chiefly concerned. 

But, becaufe it is idle t» propofe Remedies before 
we are affured of the Difeafe, or to be in Fear, until 
we are convinced of the Danger; I fhall firft fliew 
^ general, that the Nation is extremely corrupted i|^ 
Religion and Morals ; and then, I will offer a ihort 
Scheme for the Reformation of both. 

As to the firft ; I know it is reckoned but a Form, 
of Speech, when Divines complain of the Wicked- 
Befs of the Age : However, I believe, upon a fair 
Comparifon with the other Times and Countries, it 
would be found an undoubted Truth, 

For, £f(ty to deliver nothine but plai.n M[atter of 
*aft, without Eicaggefation or oatyr, I fuppofe it will 
^ granted, that hardly one in a hundred among our 
People of Quality, or Gentry, appeared to adl by any 
Principle of Religion. That great Numbers of thenL 
^0 entirely difcard it, and are ready ta own their Di£- 
helief of all Revelation in ordinary Difcourfe. Nor i^ 
^c Cafe much better among the Vulgar, efpec^ally ia 
great Towns, where the Profanenefs and Ignorance 
of Haodiaaftfxtien, (inall Traders, Servants, and tbfr 
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like, are to a Degree very hard to be imagined great- 
er. Then, it i$ obferved abroad, that no Race of 
Mortals hath fo little Senfe of Religion as the EngUJh 
Soldiers: To confirm which, I have been often told 
by great Officers in the Army, that in the whole 
Compafs of their Acquaintance, they could not recoiled 
three of their Profeifion, who feemed to regahi, or be- 
lieve one Syllable of the Gpfpel : And the fame, at 
ieaft, may be affirmed of* the Fleet. The Confequen- 
ces of all which, upon the Adlions of Men, are equal- 
ly manifeft. They never go about, as in former Times, 
to hide or palliate their Vices y but expofe them freeljc 
to View, bke. any other common Occurrences of Life,., 
v^ithout the kaft Reproach from the World, or thenu- 
felves. For Inilance, any Man will tell you, he in^ 
tendeth to be drnnlothis Evening, or was fo lail Night,, 
ivith as little 'Ceremony or Scruple, as he would tell 
you the Time of the Day. He will let you know he 
is going to a Wench, or that he h'ath'got a Clap, with 
as much Indifferency as he would, a. Piece ofpublick 
News : He will fwear, curfe, or blafpheme, without 
the Ieaft Paffion or Frovocatiom- y¥hd aldiough all- 
Regard for Reputation be not quite laid aMe in the 
other Sex; it is, however,, at fo low an Ebb^ that 
very, few among them, f6em to think Virtue and 
Conduct of Tixxf Neceffity fbr preferving it. If this be 
not fo, how cometh it to pafs, that Women of taint- 
ed Reputations, find the fame Countenance, and Re- 
ception in all publick Places, with thofe. of the niceft 
Virtue, . who pay and receive Vifits from them, with- 
out any Manner of Scruple ? Which Proceeding, as 
it is not very old'among us, fol take it to be of moft 
pernicious Confequence. It looketh like a Sort of 
compounding between Virtue and Vice ; as if a Wo- 
man were allowed to be vicious, provided ihe be not 
profligate : As if there were a certain Point ^Rere 
Gallantry endeth, and Infamy beginneth ; or that an 
bundred criminal Amours were not as pardonable as 
kalf a Score; ^ 

Besjidk 
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Seside thofe Corruptions already tnentioDed, it 
would be endlefs to enumerate fuch as arife from the 
Excefs of Playi or Gaming: The Cheats, the Quar- 
rels, the Oaths and Blafphemies, amonj; the Men ; 
Among the Women, the Negkdl of houlhold Affairs, 
the unlimited Freedoms, the undecent PaiCon ; and, 
jaftly the known Inlet to -all Lewdnefs, when after an 
ill Run, the Per/on muft anfwer the Defeds of th« 
^urfe : The Rule on fuch Occafions, holding true is 
Play, as It doth, in Law ; ^od uon halet in Crumen^ 
hat in Corf ore. 

But all thefe are Trifles In compafifon, if wc flep 
into other Scenes, and confider the Fraud and Coze- 
nage of trading Men and Shopkeepers : That infati^ 
able Gulph of Injuftice and Oppreffion ; the La^jx, 
The open Traffick of all civil and military Employe 
ments (I wifti it reded there) without the leafl Re- 
gard to Merit or Quali6cations : The corrupt Ma- 
nagement of Men in Office : The many deteflable 
Abufes in chufing thofe, who reprefent the Peopl 
with the Management of Intereft and Fadlions amon 
^e Reprefentatives : To which I muft be bold to add 
^e Ignorance among fome of the lower Clergy j the 
n^ean fervile Temper of others j the pert pragmatical 
demeanor of feveral young Stagers in Divinity, up- 
on their firft producing themfelves into the World'. 
}^ifh many other Circumftances needlefs, or rather 
J^idious to mention ; which falling in with the Corr 
Options already related, have, however unjuftly, 
abnoft rendered the whole Order contemptible. 
.This is a (hort View of the general Depravi- 
^es among us without entering into Particulars, 
which would be an endlefs Labour. Now, as 
^verfal and deep-rooted as thefe Corruptions 
appear to be, 1 am utterly deceived, if an effe- 
^^al Remedy might not i)e applied to moft of 
^benij neither am I at prefent upon a wild'fpe- 
culative Projed, but fuch a one as may be eafily 
P^t in Execution, 

For, 
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For, while the Prerogative of giving all Employ* 
■ments cominueth in the Crown, either inunediately 
iDr by Sttbordination ; it is in the Power of the Prince 
to make Piety and Virtue become the Faftiion of the 
iAge ; if at the fame time he would make them ne- 
ceffary Qualifications for Favour and Preferment. 
' It is' clear from prefent Experience, that the bare 
Example of the beft Prince, will not have any mighty 
Influence where the Age is "very corrupt. For, when 
was there ever a better Prince on the Throne thaa 
the prefent Queen ? I do not talk of her Talent for 
Government, her Love of the People, or any other 
'Qualities that are purely regal; but her Piety, Cha- 
rity, Temperance, conjugal Love, and whatever 
t>ther Virtues do beft adorn a private Life ; wherein, 
without Queftion, or Flattery, Ihe hatli no Syperior : 
Yet neither will it be Satyr or peevifh Inveftive to 
affirm, that Infidelity and Vice are not much dimi* 
n»(hed lince her Coming to the Crown, nor will, in 
Probability, ulttii more effediual Remedies be pro- 
Tided. 

Thus human Nature feemeth to Xy under this Dif^ 
advantage, that the Example alone of a vicious 
Prince, will in tjme con*upt an Age; but the Ex- 
ample of a good Gne will not be fufficient to i-eform 
It without further Endeavours. Princes muft there- 
fore fupply this Defedt by a vigorous Exercife of 
that Authority, which the Law hath left them, by 
itlakingit every Man's Intereft and Honour to cul- 
tivate Keligion and Virtue ; by rendering Vice a 
Difgrace, and the certain Ruin to Preferment or 
Pretenfions : All which they fhould firft attempt 
in their owft Courts- and Families. For Inftance, 
might not the Queen's Domellicks of the middle 
and lower Sort, be obliged upon Penalty of Sufpen- 
iion-, or Lofs of their Employments, to a conftant 
• weekly Attendance on the Service of the Church ; 
to a decent Behaviour in it ; to receive the Sacra^ 
ment four times a- Year ; to avoid fwearing and ir* 
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refigioas profane Difcottrfes; and to the Appearance 
at leail of Temperance and Chaftity ? Might not the 
Care of all this be committed to the flrid Infpedtion 
of proper OfEcers ? Might not thofe of higher Rank» 
and nearer Accefs to Her M^efty, receive her own 
Commands to the fame Purpoie, and be countenanced 
or disfavoured according as they obey ? Might not 
the Qaeen -lay her Injundioqs on the Bifhops and 
other great Men of undoubted Piety, to make dili- 
gent Inquiry, and give her Notice, whether any , 
Perfon about Her fliould happen to be of Libertiiie 
Principles or Morals ? Mfeht not all thofe who enter 
upon any Office in Her Majefty's Family, be obliged 
to take an Oath parallel with that againft Sypioxy, 
which is adminiftred to the Clergy ? It is not to be 
doubted, but that if thefe or the like Proceedings, 
were duly obferved^ Morality and Religion would foon 
become faihionable Court- virtues j and be taken up 
as the only Methods to get or keep Employments 
there: which alone would have a miehty Influence 
^pon many of the Nobility, and principal Gentry. 

But, if the. like Methods were purfu€sd as fjar as 
g>ffible, with regard to thofe who are in the great 
Employments of the State; it is hard to conceive 
how general a Reformation they might in Time 
pK)dace among us. For, if Piety- and Virtue were 
once reckoned Qualifications necefl'ary to Preferment j 
every Man thus endued, when put into great Sta- 
f^ons, would readily imitate the Queen's Example, 
in the Diftribution of all Offices in his Difpofal ; 
eipedally, if any apparent Tranfgrcffion through 
javour or Partiality, would be imputed to him for a 
Mifdemeanour, by which he muft certainly forfeit 
JUS Favour and Station : And there being fuch great 
Numbers in Employment, fcattered through every 
Town and Country in this Kingdom ; if all thefe 
^ereexamplary in the Condudt of their Lives, Things 
^o»^d [foon take a new Face, and Religion receive 
a mighty Encouragement : Nor would the publick 
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Weal be lefs advanced ; fince of nine Offices In ten 
that are ill executed, the Defeft is not in Capacity 
or Underftandhig, but in common Honefty. I know 
no Employment, for which Piety difcjualifieth any 
Man ; and if -it £d, I doubt, the Objedtion would 
-not be very feafonably offered at prefent : Becaufe, 
It is perhaps too juft a Reflexion, that in the Difpofal 
of Places, i\\t Qucftion whether a Perfon be ^t for 
'What he is -recommended to, is generally the lall that 
• is thought on, or regarded. 

■I have often imagined,- that fomething parallel to 
iSie Office of Cenfors antlently in Rome, would be 
■of mighty Ufe among us ; and could be eafily limit- 
-cd from tunning into any Exorbitancies. The Ro- 
mans underilood Liberty at lead as well as we ; were 
as jealous of it, and upon every Occafion as bold 
Afiertors : Yet, I do not remember to have read 
any great Complaints of the Abufes in that Office 
among them ; but many admirable EfFeds of it are 
left upon Record. There are feveral pemicioas 
Vices frequent and notorious among us,' that e- 
fcape or elude the Punifhment of any Law we 
have yet invented, or have had no Law at all a- 
gainil them ; fuch as Atheifm, Drunkennefs, Fraud, 
Avarice, and feveral others ; which by this Infti- 
tution wifely regulated, might be much reformed, 
^uppofe, fcr Inttance, that itinerary Commiflioners 
were appointed to infpeft everywhere throughout 
the Kingdom, into the Condudl (at leail) of Men 
in Office, with refpecl to their Morals and Religi- 
on, as well as their Abilities ; to receive the Com- 
plaints and Informations that (hould be offered 
againil them ; and make their Report here upon 
Oath, to the Court or the Miniftry, who (hould 
reward or punilh accordingly. I avoid entering 
into the Particulars of this or any other Scheme, 
which coming from a private Hand, might be 
liable to many Defedls, but would foon be di- 
gefted by th« Wifdom of the Nation: And fure- 
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ly, fix tboufaiid Pounds a Year would not be ill laid 
oat among as many Commiilioners duly qualified ;/ 
who in three Diviilons ihould be perfonally obliged 
to lake their'ycarly Circuits for that Purpofe. 

fiuT, this is befide my prefent Deiign^ which was 
only to Ihew what Degree of Reformation is in the-' 
Power of the Qgeen, without the Iilterpofition of the 
Legiflature J and which Her Majcfly is without Que- 
IHon obliged in Confcience to endeavour by Her 
Authority, as much as She doth by Her Pradlice. 

It will be eafily granted, that the Example of this- 
great Town Eath a mighty Influence over tKe whole^ 
Kingdom; and it n as manifeil, that the Town is - 
equally influenced by the Court and the Miniflry, and 
thofe, who by their Employments or their Hope^, de-- 
pend upon them. Now, if under, fo excellent a Prin-" 
cds, as the prefent Queen, we would fbppofe a Fa- 
mily ftriQly regulated, as I have above propofed ; a 
Miniftry, where every fingle Pcrfon was of diilinguilh-: 
ed Piety J if we fhould luppofe all great Offices or 
^ate and Law filled after the. fame Manner, and with- 
ftch as were equally diligent in cliufing Perfons, wha» 
in their {everal Subordinations would be obliged to* 
iollow the.Examples of their Superiors, under the Pe- 
nalty ofLofs of Favour and Place; will not every. 
body grant, that the Empire of Vice and Irreligioa' 
would be foon deftroyed in tbis great Metropolis, and* 
receive a terrible Blow through the whole Ifland,. 
which hath fo great an Ihtercourfe with- it^ and fa- 
much afFedteth to follow its Fafhions. 

For, if Religion were once underftood to be 
the neceffary Step to Favour and Preferment ; caa 
it be imagined, that any Man would openly oflend* 
againft it, who had the leaft Regard for his Re»- 
putation or his Fortune ? There is no Quality fa 
contrary to any Nature, which Men cannot affe£t,. 
snd put on upon Occaflon, in order to ferve an In^ 
tereft, or gratify a prevailing Paflion : The proud- 
eHMan wul perfonate Humility, the morofeU learii' 
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to flatter, the lazieft will be fedulous and a^vet 
where he is in Piirfuit of what he hath much at 
Heart : How ready therefore would mod Men be to 
ftep into the Paths of Virtue and Piety, if they infal- 
libly led to Favour and Fortune. 

If Swearing and Profanenefs, fcandalous and a- 
vowed Lewdnefs, exceflive Gaming and Intempe- 
rance were a little difcountenanced in the Army, I 
cannot readily fee what ill Confequences couTd be ap- 
prehended : If Gentlemen of that Profeffion were at 
leafl obliged to fome external Decorum in their Con- 
duct ; or even if a profligate Life and Charadter were, 
not a Means of Advancement, and the Appearance of 
Piety a moil infallible Hinderance; it is impoflible the 
Corruptions there fhould be fo univerfal and exorbi- 
tant. I have been aflured' by feveral great Officers, 
that no Troops^ abroad are fo ill difciplined as the 
^nglijh ; which cannot well be otherwife, while the 
common Soldiers have perpetually before their Eyes 
the vicious Example of their Leaders : -And it is 
hardly poilible for thofe to commit any Crime, where- 
of thefe are not infinitely more guilQr, and with lefi 
Temptation. 

It is commonly charged upon the Gentlemen of 
the Army, that the beaftly Vice of Drinking to Ex- 
cefs, hath been lately from their Example reflored 
among us ; which for fome Years before was abnoft 
dropt in England, But whoever the Introducers were, 
they have fucceeded to a Miracle ; many of the 
young Nobility and Gentry are already become great 
Proficients, and are under no Manner of Concern to 
hide their Talent ; but are got beyond all Senfe of 
Shame, or Fear of Reproach. 

This might foon be remedied, if the Queen 
would think fit to declare, that no young Perfon of 
Quality whatever, who was hotorioufly addiftcd* 
to that or any otlier Vice,' fhould be enable of 
Her Favour, or even admitted into Her Pre- 
fence ; with pofidve Command ' to her Miniikrs 
and others in great Office^ to treat thexh in tfie 
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hioA Manner ; after which, all Men, who had an3r 
Regard for their Reputation, or any Profpeft of Pre-' 
fcrjicnt, would avoia their Commerce. This would 
quickly make that Vice (o fcandalous, that tho(e» 
who could not fubdue^ would at leaft endeavour to^ 
difguife it. 

By the like Methods, a Stop might be put to that"^ 
ninoas Pradlice of deep Gamine : And the Reafon* 
*hy it prevaileth fo much, is, becaufe a Trcatmcnf 
Sredfy oppofite in every Point, is made ufe of to pro- 
mote it ; by which Means the Laws enaded againil^ 
this Abufc are wholly eluded. 

It cannot be denied, that the Want of ftrift Dir> 
cipline in the Univerfities, hath been of pernicious 
Confequence to the Youth of this Nation, who arc? 
there almoft left entirely to their own Management ; 
especially thofe among them of better Quality and For> 
^nc ; who, becaufe they are not under a 'Ncceflity 
of making Learning their Maintenance, are eaiily 
allowed to pafs their Time, and take their Degrees 
with little or no Improvement : Than which, thcrtf 
cannot well be a greater Abfurdity . For; if no Ad- 
vancement of Knowledge can be had from thofe Pla- 
ces, the Time there fpent is at beft utterly loft, be- 
caufe every ornamental Part of Education is better 
taught elfewhere : Ahd as for keeping Youths out of 
Harm's Way, I -doubt where fo many of them are got 
together, at full Liberty of doing what they pleafe, - 
It will not anfwer* the End; But, whatever Abufes, 
Corraptions,' or Deviations from Statutes have crept 
»to the Univerfities, thrqugh^Negleft, or Length of 
Time ; they might in a great Degree be reformed by 
"Wft Injunctions from Court, (upon each Particular, - 
to ihcVifitors andH^^ds of H6ufes) ; befides the pe- 
culiar Authority* the Queen may have in feveral Col- 
'^es, whereof her PredecefTors were the Founders. 
■And among other Regulations, it would be very 
convenient to'prevent the Excefs of Drinking, with 
that fcurvy Guftom among the Lads, and Parent of 
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the former Vice, the taking of Tobacco^ where it is 
not abfolutely neceiTary in Point of Heidth. 

From the Univerfities, the yoang Nobility, and 
others of great Fortunes are fent for early up to Town, 
for Fear of contrading any Airs of Pedantry by a 
College Education. Many of the younger Gentry 
retire to the Inns-of-Conrt, where they are wholly 
left to their own Difcretion. And the Confequence 
of this RemifTnefs in Education, appeareth by obfer- 
ving, that nine in ten of thofe, who riie in the 
Church, or the Court,, the Law or the Army, are 
younger Brothers, or new Men, whofe narrow For- 
tunes have forced them upon Induilry and Application. 

As for the Inns-of-Court, unlefs we fuppofe them 
to be much degenerated, they muA needs be the 
word inftituted Seminaries in any Chriflian Country i 
but whether they may be corrected without the Inter- 
pofltion of the Legislature, I have not Skill enoueh 
to determine. However, it is certain, that all wife 
Nations havt agreed in the Neceflity of a ftrid Edu- 
cation ; which confifted, among other Things, in the 
Obfervance of moral Duties, e^dally Juftice, Tern-* 
perance, and Chaility, as well as tiie Knowledge of 
Arts, and bodily Exercifes : But all thefe among us» 
sre laughed out of Doors. 

Wi T H o u T the leaft Intention to offend the Cleigy^ 
I cannot but think, that, through a miftaken Notion 
and Pradice, they prevent themfelves from donig 
much Service, which otherwife might ly in their 
Power, to Religion and Virtue : 1 mean> by afleding 
fo much to converfe with each other, and caring fo litde 
to mingle with the Laity. They have their particular 
Clubs'^ and particular Cofieef houfes where they gene* 
rally appear m Clui^rs : A fingle Divine, dareth hardly 
Ihew his Perfon amopg Numbers of fine Gentiemen ; or 
if he happen to fall into fuch Company, he is ^£]ent 
and fufpicious ; in continual Appreheniion, that ibme 
pert Man of Pleafure ihould break an unmannerly 
left, and render him ridiculous. Now I take this Be- 
l^vioor of the Clergy to be juft as reafonable, as if the 
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Pkyficians ihould agree to ^pend their Time in yiiiU 
ing one another, or their ievenl Apothecaries, and 
leave their Patients to fhift for themfelyes. In xnjr 
hombie Opinion, the Clergy's Bufinefs lieth entirely 
air.oog the Laity ; neither .is there, perhaps, a more 
efedual Way to forward the Salvation of Mens SoaU». 
than for fpiritual Perfons to make themfelves as agrce^ 
able as they can, in the Cqnyeriations of the World §.. 
ibr which a kariied Education gives them gseat Adn 
yantage, if they would pleafe'tq improve and apply it^ 
It fo happens, that the Mtn ofFUafur$^ who never go- 
to Church, nor ainnfe theinfehres to read Books of De-» 
votion, fiorm their tdeas of the Clergy, from, a fern 
poor^SttoUers they often obferve in the Streets, or - 
ineaking out of foroe Perfon of Qnality^s Houfe, where 
they are hired by the Lady at Ten Shilling^ a Month ; 
while thoie of better Fi^e and Parts do feldom 
appear to correal thefe Notions. And let fome ^eaf 
foners think what they pleafe; it is certain, that Mea 
muft be brought to efleemand k)ve the Clergy^ be<* 
fore they can oe perfuaded to.be in love with Reli^on, 
No Man vakies the bed Medicines, if adminiftered by 
I Phyiician, whofe Perfon he hateth or defpifeth. If 
the Clergy were as forward to appear in aU Compa* 
nies, as other Gentlemen^ and would a litde ftudy the 
Alts of Converfation, to make themfelves agreeable^., 
they might be welcome at every Party, where there 
was the leafl Regard for Politenefs, or good.Senfes 
and confeqnently prevent a thoufand vicious or pro* 
fane DifcouHes, as well as Actions : Neither would 
Men of Underftanding complain, that a Cleivyman 
was a Confbraint epon the Company ; becauie the/ 
could not fpeak Blalphemy , or obfcene Jefts before himu 
^ilethe Pec^eare fo jealous of the Clergy's Ambi-^ 
tion, as to abhor aU Thoughts of the Return of Eccl^r 
fiaftick Difcipline among them ^ I do not fee any qthi^ 
Method left for Men of that FunAion to take, in order 
to reform the World, than by uiing all honed Arts ta 
nuke themfelves acceptable to the Laity. This, na 
doubt, is Part of that Wifdom of the SerpcQt, wh!cK 
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the Author of Ghriftianity diredetk ; and is the very 
Method ufed by St. Faul, who hecamt all Things to all 
Mifi, to the Jews IT Jew, and a Greek /9 the Greeks. 
* How to remedy thefe Inconvenieircies, may be a' 
Matter of fome Difficulty*; finee the Clergy feem to 
be 'of an 'Opinion, tharthis Humour orTequcftring 
themfelves is a Part of their Duty jnay, as I remem-* 
ber, they have been told by fbme of- their Bifhops in 
thek Pfrdbral Letters, particularly by * one among 
^em,. who yet, in his own Pradlice, hath aH his Life- 
time^ taken a Courfe diredlly contrary. But I am de" 
ceived, if anaukwafd Shame, and Fear of ill Ufage 
from die Laity, have not a greater Share in this mi- 
ftaken Condu^l, than their own Inclinations : How<* 
ever, if the outward Profeflion of Religion and Virtue; 
were once in Practice and Countenance at Court, as 
well as axliong all Men in Office, or who have any 
HopBsor Dependence for Preferment ;. a good Treat- 
ment of the Clergy would be the necettary Confe- 
qoence of fucha Reformation : and they would (bon 
be wiii^ Enough to fee their own Duty and Interefl, 
in qualifying themfelves for Lay-con verfation, when 
once they were- out of Fear of being chocked by Ri- 
baldry, or Profatienels. 

There is one further Circtmiftance upon this Oc- 
cftfion, which I know not whethw it will be very 
orthodqx to mention : The Clergy are the only Set 
of Men among us, who conflandy wear a diflind 
Habit from others: The Confequence of which (not 
m^Reafon, but in FaA) is thisj that as long as any 
(ciandalous Perfons appear in that Drefs, it will con* 
tinue, in fome Degree, a-general Mark of Contempt; 
Whoever happens to fee a Scoundrel in a Gotvn^ reel- 
ing Home at Midnight, (u Sight neither frequent nor 
tmracuhm) is apt to entertain an ill Idea of the whole 
Order { and, at the fame time^ to be extremely com- 
-^' fbrtcd 
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forted in his own Vices. Some R^medjr migjitbe 
put to this« ^ thofe ilraggliiM^ GentlemeD,! who coma 
up to Town to feek their Fortunes y were fairly dif- 
mi/Ted to the Weft' Indies ; where there is Work 
enough, and where Tome better Prpvifion ihould be 
made for them* than I doubt there is at prefent. Or» 
what if no Ferfon were allowed to wear the Habit» 
who had not (bme Preferment in the Church ; or, at 
kafty fome temporal Fortune fuffiaent to keep hia 
out of Contempt ? 

. Th e r £ is one Abufe in this Xown, which wonder- 
fully contributeth to the Promotion of Vice ; when fucl^ 
Men are often put -into the COmmiilion of the Peacei^ 
whoie IntereRitis, that Virtue. (hould be utterly ba» 
niihed from among us ; who maintain^ or at leaft en* 
rich themfelves by encouraging the grofieil XmmoralL* 
ties'; to whom all the BaiCds of tjie S^/ir</pay Contri«» 
bution for Shelter and Protedion from . the Laws. 
Thus, thefe worthy MagiftrateSyinilead of leiTemW 
Enormitieis., are the Occafion of juft twice as,;muc^ 
Debauchery as there would be. without them. Fox^ 
thoie infamous Women are fbrf:ed upon doubling their 
Work and Induiliy^ to anfwer double Charge&» of 
paying the Juftice, and fupporting themfelves ; , Lika 
Thieves who efcape the Gallows, and are Ie( out t^i 
fiealy in order to difchargp the Coaler's Fees. , ; 

It is not to be queftioned^ >but the ?^^en and.Mi*^ 
niftry might ea£ly r,^di;ers ^his ^bpmu^abieOnevai^c;e^ 
by enlarging the I^umber of Juftices of fhe . Peace p 
by endeavouring to. chiifo M^a of virtuous. Pr^ci-* 
^es 9 by admitting hone, , who have not goniiderabie^ 
Fortunes; perhaps by receiving into the Nupahw 
ibme of the mod eminent Clergy: Theiji, by .forcing 
all of them, upon fevere Penalties, toa6l,when ther^ 
is Occafion ;. and not perinlt^ing ^ny^ who are o& 
fered, to refufe the Commifllon^ Biit in thefe tw<^ 
laA Cafes, which are very ^i^teriat, I doubt ^er^ 
woidd be Need of the Xegiflatof e. . ^ . • V 

Th£ Reformation of the ,Sl3Lge js en'urely in th€| 
Power of the Queen 1 afd%, ii. ,t]ie Cofifeqxiences it) 
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Kath upon ihc Minds of younger People, doth very 
well deferve the ftriftcft Care. Befide the undecent 
atod profane Paffages : befide the perpetual turning 
into' Ridicule the very Function of the Priefthood ; with 
other Irregularities in moft modern Comedies, which 
have been often objefted to them ; it is worth obfer- 
▼ing the diftributivc Juftice of the Authors, which is 
conftantly applied- to the Puniftiment of Virtue, and 
the Reward of Vice ; dire^ly oppolite to the Rules of 
their beft Criticks, as well as to the Practice of Dra- 
matick Poet5 in all other Ages and Countries. For 
Example, a Country 'Squire, who is reprefented with 
no other Vice but that of being a Clown, and having 
the provincial Accent upon his Tongue, which is 
Neither a Fault, nor in his Power to remedy, muft be 
condemned to marry a call Wench,, or a cracked 
Chamber*maid. On the other Side, a Rakehell of 
tifie Town, whofe Charadler is fet off with no other 
Accomplifhments but* cxtenfive Prodigality, Profane- 
nefs; Intemperance, and Lpft ; is rewarded with the 
£4ady of great Fortune; to repair his own, which his 
Vices had almoft ruined. And, as in a Tragedy, the 
Hero is reprei^nted to have obtained many Victories, 
in Order to raife his Charafter in the Minds of thei. 
Spe&atbrs ; fo the Hero of a Colnedy is reprefented to 
have been vid^orious in all his Intrigues for the fame 
Reafon. ^- do not remember that our Inglijh Poets 
e?er fuffer^d. a criminal Amour to fuccced upon the 
Stage, until the Reign of King' O'^i^/fX' the Second. 
Ev^ fince that .Time, the Alderaian is made a 
Giicfeoli the dehided Virgfnis debauched ; and Adol- 
tety and Forhication are fuppofed to be committed 
kehind the Scenes, as Partof trie Aftion, ' Thefe, and 
many more, Corruptions of the Theatre, peculiar to our 
Age and Naition, need continue no longer than \yhile 
Ae Court \i content to coimivi at, or negledl them. 
Surely a^¥ii\fion woold not be ill employed on fome 
Men of )Vit, Learning and Virtue, who might have 
Powet to'ftrike out e^eryoffenfive, or unbecoming^ 
]Mra£^'fromPl!!y8 klreicdy wiitten, aswcli as thofe thar 
- * ^ may 
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nay be o^ered to the Stage for the fature. By which, 
and other wife Regulations, the Theatre might be- 
comca veiy innocent and ufeful Diverftonv inSead of 
being a Scandal ai^ R,epro«ch to our Religion and 

Country. 

The Propofals I have hitherto made, for. the Ad- 
vancement of Religion and Morality, are fuch, as 
come within the Reac^ of the Adminiftration ; fudias 
a pious adive Prince, wi;h a fteady Refolution, might 
ibon bring to Effea. Neither am I ^ware of any Ob- 
jefiiors to be raifed againft what I have advanced-; 
unlefs it fhould be thought^ that the making Religion 
a neceflary Step to Intcrell and Favour, might increafe 
Hypoctify among us : And, I readily believe it would. 
Bi!t, if one in twenty, (hould be brought over to true 
Piety by this, or ^e like Methods, and the other 
nineteen be only Hypocrites, the Advantages would 
ftili be great. Befides, Hypocrify is njuch. iQore eli- 
gible than open IxiSid^iity and Vice: Ijt weajr^ the 
Livery of Religion, it acknovvledgeth her Audkority, 
^d is cautious of giving Scandal. Nay,' a long coii- 
tinued Difguife is too great a Conftrain^ upon hu)il9ii 
Nature, efpecially an Englijh Difpofition. ^Men would 
leave off their Vices out of mere Wearinefs, rather than 
"Undergo the Toil and Hazard, and perhaps. Expencc 
<>/ praclifing ihem pei-petually in private. And, I be- 
"eve, it is often with Religion as it is. with Lov^e); 
which, by much diflembling, at laft groweth real. ' 

All other Projeds to this great End, have proyed 
.•hitherto ineiFe£lual. Laws againil^ Ira^oxality hay^e 
jjot been executed ; and Prockucjations»occafionally if- 
lued out to enforce them, are wholly un^-egarded i|s 
Things of Form. Religious Societies, although begun 
with excellent Intention, and by Perfons of true Piety, 
^^e faid, I know not ^^hether truly or yjOj. to. have 
swindled into faftious Clubs, -and growh ,a ^Trade \0 
enrich little knaviih Infbrnjers of the meai^eft Rari^^, 
luch as common Conllables, and broken Shopkeeper^. 
And that fome effedlual Attempt, (houlid bemad<B 

towards fuch a Refonnation, is perhaps more nece/- 

fary. 
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.fiuy, than People commonly apprehend ; becaofe die 
Ruin of a Stale is generally preceded by an univerfal 
JDegeaeracy of •Manners, and Contempt of Religion ; 
ivrhich b entir^ ovrC^ ^itprdekit, - ^ 

Neither is^isa Matter tobe deferred until a more 
Mmwnient Time of Peace and Leifure : A Reforma- 
tion in Men's Faith and Morals, is thebeA natural, as 
'wett as reli^ons ^eans to bKng the War to a good 
Condufion. Becaufe, if Men in Trail performed their 
Daty for Conicience Sidce, Affairs would not fuffer 
'tiiroi^h Fraud, Falihood, and NegleA, as they now 
^perpetually do : And if they believed a God and his 
Proridence, and adted accordingly, they might rea- 
-ibnably hope for his Divine Afliitance in io juil a 
Caufe as oors. 

No* could the Majefty of the EngUJh Crown ap- 
pear, npon any Occafion, in a greater Luftre, either 
to Foreigners, or Sabjeds, than by an Adminifbation, 
which prodttdng fuch good Effects, would difcover k 
much Power. And Power being the natural Appetite 
of PHnoss ; a limited Monarch cannot fo well gratify 
it in any Point, as a ftridt Execution of the Laws. 

Besides, all Parties would 'be obliged to dofe with 
•fo good a Work as this, for their own Reputation : 
Neither is any Expedient more likely to unite them. 
'For, the moft violent Party-men I have ever obferved, 
-are fuch as in the Conduct of their Lives have dtf- 
covered lead Senfe of Religion, or Morality ; and, 
-when alt fudh are laid afide, at leaft, thofe among them 
'who (hall be found incorrigible, it will be a Matter, 
^perhaps, of no great Difficdty to reconcile the reft. 

The many Corruptions, atprefent, in every Branch 

*i$f Bufinefs, are almoft inconceivable. I have heard 

it cohiputed by flcilful Perfons, that, of {ix Millions 

raifdd every Year for the Service of the Publick, 

'one Third, at leaft, is funk and intercepted throu|H 

-the fetertd Clafles and Subordinations of artful 

Men 
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Men In Office, before the Remainder is applied to 
the proper \J{^. This is an accidental ill EiFc^ of 
our Freedom : And while fuch Men are in Tmft, who 
hare no Check from within, nor any Views but to- 
wards their Intereft ; there is no other Fence againft 
^em, bat die Certainty of being hanged upon the 
firft Difcovery, by the arbitrary Will of an unlimited 
Monarch, or his Fiscier, Among Us* the only Dan- 
ger to be apprehended, is the Lofs of an Employment 1 
and that Danger is to be eluded a thoufand Ways. 
Befides, when Fraud is great, it fiimiiheth Weapons 
to defend itfclf : And, at worft, if the Crimes be fo 
flagrant, that a Man is laid afide out of perfe6l 
Shame (whidi rarely happeneth) he retireth loaded 
with the Spoils qf the Nation ; Et frmtur diis train. 
I could name a CommiiSon, where fevcral Perfons out 
Df a Salary of five hundred Pounds, without other 
vifiblc Revenues, have always lived at the rate of 
two thbufand, and laid out forty or fifty thoufand up- 
on Purchafes of Land, or Aniiuities. An hundred 
other Inftances of the fame Kind might eafily be 
produced. What Reme^, therefore, can be found 
^gainft fiich Grievances, in a Confiitution like ours, 
hut to biing Religion into\Countenance, and encou- 
'■^ge thofe, who, from the Hope of future" Reward, 
and Dread of fiiture Punifhment, will be moved to 
aft with Juftice and Integrity ? 

This IS not tobe^accomplifhed any other Way than 
by introducing Religion, as much as pofiible, to be 
the Turn and Faihion of the Age ; which only lietk 
m the Power of the Adminiftration ; the Prince with 
ntmoft Stridhiefs regulating the Court, the Miniiby^ 
a-nd other Perfons in great Employment ; and thefe, 
oy their Example and Authority, reforming all who 
"ave Dependence on them. 

, tr is certain, that a Reformation, fuccefsfolly car- 
P^ on in this great Town, would, in Time, fpread 
itfclf over the whole Kingdom ; fince moft of the 
^onfiderabfe Youth paffeth here that Seafon of their 
i-ives, wherein the fbrongdl Impreflioris arc made, in 
Vol, I. O order 
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order to improve their Education, or advance their 
Fortune : And thofe among them who return into 
their feveral Countries, are fure to be followed and 
imitated, as the greateft Patterns of Wit and good 
Breeding. 

And if Things were once in this Train; that is, 
if Virtue and Religion were eftablifhed as the necef- 
fary Titles to Reputation and Preferment; and if Vice 
and Infidelity were not only loaden with Infamy, but 
made the infallible Ruin of all Mens Preteniions ; our 
Duty, by becoming our Intereft, would take Root in 
our -Natures, and mix with the very Genius of our 
People ; fo that it would not be eafy for the Example 
of one wicked Prince, to bring us back to our for> 
mer Corruptions. 

I have confined my felf (as it is before obferved) 
to thofe Methods for the Advancement of Piety, 
which are in the Power of a Prince limited like ours, 
by a ftridl Execution of the. Laws ^eady in Force. 
And this is enough for a Projedt that cometh without 
any Name, or Recommendation : I doubt, a great 
deal more than will fuddenly be reduced into Pra- 
dlice. Although, if any Difpofition fhould appear 
towards fo good a Work, it is certain, that the Af- 
fiftance of the legiflative Power would be neceffary 
to make it more compleat. > I will inflance only in 
a few Particulars. 

. In order to reform- the Vices of thjs Town^ which, 
as we have faid, hath fo mighty an Influence on the 
whole Kingdom; it would bevery inflrumental to have 
a Law made, that all Taverns, or Alehoufes, fhould 
be obliged to difmifs their Company by Twelve at 
Night, and fliut up their Doors; and that no Wo- 
man fhould be fufFered to enter any Tavern or Ale- 
houfe upon any Pretence whatever. It is eafy to 
£onceive, what a Number of ill Confequences fuch a 
Law would prevent ; the Mifchiefs of Quarrels and 
Lewdnefs . and Thefts, and midnight Brawls, the 
Difeafes of Intemperance and Venery ; and a thoufaod 

Qther 
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other Evils needlefs to mention. Nor would it be a* 
mifs, if the Mafters of thofe publick Hoafes were o- 
bilged, upon the fevereft Penalties, to give only a 
proportioned Quantity of Drink to every Company 4 
and when he found his Guefls difordered with £x- 
ccfs, to refufe them any more. 

I believe there is hardly a Nation in Chriftendomy 
where all Kind of Fraud is pradlifed in fo unmeafu- 
rabte a Degree as with us. The Lawyer, the Tradef- 
man, the Mechanick, have found fo many Arts to 
deceive in their feveral Callingsi that they far out^ 
grow the common Prudence of Mankind, which is 
in no fort able- to fenco againft them. Neither could 
the Legiflature, .in* any Thing, more- confult the pu- 
blick Good, than by providing fome effeflual Remedy 
againft this Evil ; which, in feveral Cafes, deferveth 
greater Punilhment than many Crimes that are ca- 
pital among us. The Vintner, who, by mixing Poifon 
with his Wines, deftroyeth more Lives, than any ma- 
lignant Difeafe : The Lawyer, who perfuadedi you 
to a Purchafe, which he knoweth is nwrtgaged for 
Biore than the Worth, to the Ruin of you and your 
Family : The Banquier or Scriyener, who taketh all 
your Fortune to difpofe of/ when he hath beforehand 
rcfolved to break the following Day ; doth furely de- 
ferve the Gallows much better than the Wretch, who 
w carried thither for ftealing a Horie. 

It caniK)t eafilybe anfwered to God or Man, why 
a Law is not made for limiting the Prefs ; at leaft 
«> far as to prevent the publilhing of fuch pernicious 
Books, as under Pretence of rree-thinkifigt endea- 
vour to overthrow thofe Tenets in Religion, which 
liave been held inviolable almoft in all Ages, by eve- 
^ Scd that pretendeth to be Chriftian j and cannot 
.therefore, With any Colour of Reafon, be called 
Joints in Contro'verjy^ or Matters ofSpe£^lation, as fome 
would pretend. The Dodrine of the Trinity, the Di- 
vifiity ofChrifl^ the Immortality of the Soul, and even 
^ Truth of all Revelation are daily exploded and 

O 2 denied 
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denied in Books openly printed ; although it is to be 
iiippofed, that neither Party avow fuch rrincip]es,.or 
own the fupporting of them to be any way necefTa- 
ly to their Service. 

It would be endlefs to fet down* every Corruption 
or Defefi, which requireth a Remedy from the le- 
. giflative Power. Senates are like to have little Re^ 
gard for any Propofals that come from nvithout Doors : 
Although under a due Senfe of my own Inabilities^ 
I am fully convinced that the unbiased Thoughts of 
9n honeft and wife Man, employed on the Good of 
his Country, may be better digeiled, tlian the Re« 
fulcs of a Multitude^ where Fa^on and Intereft too 
often prevail : As a Angle Guide may dire^ the Way^ 
better than five hundred who have conifory Vinvsy or 
4ook afquintf or ft>ut their Eyei. 

I i&ail mention but one moVe Psuticular, which f 
^ think a Parliament ought to take under Coniidera' 
tion : Whether it be not a Shame to our Country, 
and a Scandal to Chriitiauity, that, in many Towns 
/where there is a prodigious Increafe in the Number 
of Houfes and Inhabitants, fo lit^e Care (hould be 
taken for the Building of Churches, that five Parts 
in iix of the People are abfolutely hindered from 
bearing DiVinc Service ? particularly here in * Lm* 
Jt9t, where a fingle Minifter, with one or two forry 
Curates, has the Care fometimes of above twen^ 
thoufaBd Souls incumbent on him. A Negleft of Re- 
ligion fo ^niominious in my Opinion, that itcaa 
h9xdfy be c^aalled iu any cimiaf^d Age or Country. 

Bun 

• TMi Paragraph is known to have given the firfl Hint fo eer- 
taht Si/hops, partKularly to that moft excellent Prelafe^ Sijhop 
Atterbury,. in the Earl 0/ Oxford'j Miniftrj, to proatre a Ftm 
for huildin^ ffty new Chttrchei in Lpa4|m» 
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But, to leave thefe airy Imaginations of introda- 
cing new Laws .for the Amendment of Mankind : 
What I principally infill on, is the due Execution of 
the old, which lieth wholly in the Crown, and in the 
Aathority derived from thence : I return therefore to 
my former A/Terdon j that, if Stations of Power, 
Truft, Profit, and Honour, were conftandy made the 
Rewards of Virtue and Piety ; fuch an Adminillra- 
tion muft needs have a migh^ Influence on the Faith 
and Morals of the whole Kingdom : and Men of 
great Abilities would then endeavour to excel in 
the Duties of a religious Life, in order to qualify 
themfelves for publick Service^ I may poffibly be 
wrong in fome of the Means I prefcribe towards 
^^ End \ but that is no material Qbjedion aeainft 
Ae Defign itfelf. Let thofe who are at the Helm 
contrive it better, which perhaps they may eafily 
do. Every body will agree, that the Difeafe is 
manifeft, as well as cfengerous; that fome Reme- 
dy is neceiTary, and that none yet applied hath been 
«feftual ; which is a fufficient Excuie for any Man 
^'Jio wifheth well to his Country, to offer his 
'Hioughts, when he can have no other End in View 
»ut the publick Good. The prefent Queen is a 
Prince of as many and great Virtues as ever filled a 
Throne, how would it brighten her CharaAer to 
the prefent and after Ages, if She would exert Her 
ytmoft Authority to inftil fome Share of thofe Virtues 
^to Her People, which they are too degenerate to 
learn only from Her Example. And, be it fpoku 
^ith all the Veneration poffible, for fo excellent a 
Sovereign ; Her beft Endeavours in this weighty Af- 
fair, are a moft important Part of Her Duty, as well 
*s of Her Intereft, and Her Honour. 

But, it muft be confefTed, That as Things are 
»ow, every Man thinketh, he hath laid in a fufficient 
Stock of Merit, and may pretend to any E^jploy- 
^ent, provided he hath been loud and frequent^ ifi 
declaring himfelf hearty for the Government. I^ k 

O 3 true \, 
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true; he is a Mm of PUi^e^ and a Fne-Mt^i. 
that is, in other Words, he is a Profligate in his 
Month, and a Defpifer of Religion ; but ib Point 
of Party, he is one to be cwjiied in ; he is as Af^^ 
fertor of LiberQr atad Property ; he ratdeth out a* 
gainft Papery^ and Arbitrary Power , and Priefi^craft^ 
and Higb^bmrcb, It is enough : He is a Perfon 
fully qualified for any Employment in the Court, oir 
the Navy, the Law, or the Revenue; where he 
will be fure to leave no Arts untried of Briberyv 
Fraud, Injuftice, or Oppreffion, diat he can pradifc 
with any Hope of Impunity. No Wonder foch 
Menn are true to a Government, where Liberty 
runneth high» where Property, bowe<ver attainedy is 
ib well fecured^ and where the Adminifbation is at 
leaft fo gentle : It is impoffible they eould chufe 
any other Conftitution, without changing t& their 
Lofs. 

Fidelity ta a prefent EftabMihment, is indeed 
one principal Means to defend it from a foreign Ene* 
my ; but without other Qualifications, will not pre** 
vent Corruptions from within : And States are more 
often ruined by theie than the o^r. 

To conclude : Whether the Propofals I have ofici^ 
cd towards a Reformation,' be fuch as ace moft pru- 
dent and convenient, may probably be a Queftion; 
but it is none at all, whether y^^ Reformation be ab* 
folutely necefTary ; becaufe die Nature of Things is 
iiich, that if Abafes be not remedied, they w31 cer> 
tainly increafe, nor ever flop till they end in the Sub- 
verfion of a Commonwealth. As there muft always 
of Neceifity be fome Corruptions ; fo in a well 
inftituted State, the executive Power will be al* 
ways contending againfl them, by reducing Things (as 
Macbiavel fpeaks) to their firfi Principles ; never let* 
ting Abufes grow inveterate, or multiply fo far, that 
it will be hard to find Remedies, and, perhaps, im«^ 

foffible to apply them : As he that would keep his 
loufe in Repair^ muft attend every little Bieach 

ox 
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or Flaw, and fupply it immediately^ dfeTime alone 
will bring all to RiUn ; how much moft; the common 
Accidents of Storms and Rain ? He muft live in 
perpetual Danger of his Houfe falling about his Ears^ 
and will find it cheaper to throw it quite down, and 
boild it again from tne Ground, perhaps upon a n«w 
Foundation^ or at lead: in a new Form, which ma]^ 
Kithec be fix iafe, nor fo convenient aa the old^ 
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FACULTIES of the MIND. 



To 



Sir, 

BEING fo great a Lover of Antiqui- 
ties, it was reafbnable to fuppofe you 
would be very much obliged with any thing 
that was new. I have been of late offend- 
ed with many Writers of Eflays and moral 
Difcourfes, for running into ftale Topicks 
and thread-bare Quotations, and not hand- 
ling their Subjea fully and clofely : All 
which Errors I have carefully avoided in 
Ae following Effay, which I.have propofed 
as a Pattern for young Writers to imitate. 
1 ne Thoughts and Obfcrvations being en- 
tirely hew, the Quotations untouched by 
others, die Subject of mighty Importance, 
and treated with much Order and Perlpi- 
cuity: It hath cod me a great deal of 
Time ; and I deiire you will accept and 
confider it as the utmoft Effort of my Ge- 
oiiia. 
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PHILOSOPHERS fey, that Man is a Mi- 
croeofm, or little Wtorld, refembling in Mini- 
ature every Part of the Great : And, in my 
Opinion, the Body Natural may be compared to the 
Body Politick : And if this be fo, how can the Epicu" 
ream Opinion be true. That the Univerfe was formed 
by a fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms ; which I will no 
more believe, tlvan that the accidental Jumbling of 
*He Letters in the Alphabet, could fall by Chance into 
a moft ingenious and learned Treatife of Philofophy. 
^fum teneatis Amici A* HoR. This falfe Opinion muft 
needs create many more ; it is like an Error in the firft 
ConcodioB, which cannot be correfted in the fecond ; 
the Foundation is weak, and whatever Superflrudture 
you raife upon it, mufi of Neceflity fell, to the Ground. 
Thus, Men are led from one Error to another, until 
with Jxion they embrace a-Gload inllead of Jimo ; or, 
^ke the Dog in the Fable, lofe the Subftance in gaping 
*' the Shadow. For fuch Opinions .can rtot cohere; 
fcut like the Iron and Clay in the Toes of Nthuchad* 
»^«x«r's Image, muft feparate and break in Pieces. 
I have read in a certain Author, that Alexander wept 
^caufe. he had no more Worlds to conquer ; which 
^e need not have done, if the fortuitous Concourfe 
^f Atoms could create one : But this is an Opinion 
^tter for that many-headed Beaft, the Vulgar, t6 
tutertain^ than>for ib -wife a. Man, as f/iV«r»j ; the 

- corrupt 
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corrapt Part of his Sed only borrowed his N&me, as 
the Monkey did the Cat's Claw, to draw the Chef- 
nut out of the Fire. 

HowEvsRy the firjl Step t6 the Core, is to know the 
Difeafe ; and although Truth may be difficult to find, 
becaufe, as the Philofopher obfenreth, ihe liveth in the 
Bottom of a Well ; yet we need not^ like blind Men, 
grope in open Day-lig^t. I hope, I may be allowed, 
en^ong fo many far more learned Men, to offer my^ 
Mite, ilnce 9 Stander-by may iometimes, perhaps, 
fee more of the Game than he that playeth it. But 
I do not think a Philofopher obliged to account for 
every Phaeaiomenon in Nature^ -or drown himfelf 
with Arifi^tU^ for not being able to ^olve the Eb* 
^i^g and Flowing of the Tide, in that fatal Sen- 
tence he pai2ed «^n lum&l^ ^mu te non^ capio^ tu 
Mpiis mi. 

Wherein he was ^tonee the. Judge and the Cri- 
minal, the Accufex and Executioner. Socraies^ on 
the odier hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pro- 
nounced by ^e Oracle to be the wifefl Man in the 
World. ' 

But to return from this Djgreffion ; I think it as 
'Clear as any Demonftration in Suclid^ That Nature 
dotb nothing in vain; if we were able (q dive into 
lier fecret Receifes, we (hould find, that the fmalleft 
Blade of Grafs, or moil contemptible Weed, hath its 
particular Ufe ; but fhe. is chiefly admirable in her 
minuteft Compofitions, the lea(l and mod contem- 
ptible Infe^i moft difcovers the Art of Nature, if I 
-may fb call it ; although Nature, which delighteth in 
Variety, will alw^s triumph over Aft. And, as 
^e Poet obferveth, 

Naturam exp^llas fwrcA IkeU ^u» ncurret. Ho^^ 

But the variousOpinions of Philofophers, have feat* 
tered through the World as many Plagues of the Mind, 
as Pandoras £o;c did thofe of the Body, only with this 
Difference, that they have not left Hope at the Bo> 

torn. 
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torn. And if Truth be not fled with AJlraa^ {he is 
certainly as hidden as the Soarce of iV;/^, and can be 
found only in Utopia, Not that I would reflect on 
thofe wife Sages,, which would be a Sort of Ingrati* 
tQde ; and he that calleth a Man ungrateful, fums up 
all the Evil that a Man -can be guilty of. 

In'gratumfi Mxeri^ 9mnia diets, 

But, what I blame the Philofophers for, (although 
ftme may think it a Paradox) is chiefly their Pride ; 
nothing lefs than an iffe dixit , and you mud pin your 
Faith on their Sleeve. And, although Diogenes lived 
in a Tub, there might be for ought I Icnovv, as much 
iVide under his Rags, as in tlie iine fpun Garment of 
the Divine Piato, It is reported of this Diogenes, that 
when Alexander came to fee him, and promifcd to give 
him whatever he would aik; the Cynick only anfwered, 
Ta(e not from me ^vohat thou canft not give me ; hut Ji and, 
from bet'ween me and the Light, which was aim oft as 
extravagant as the Philofopher that flung his Money 
into the Sea, with this remarkable Saying, 

How different was this Man from the Ufurer, who 
heing told his Son would fpend all he had got, re- 
plied. He cannot take more Pleafure in /fending, than I 
did in getting it. Thefe Men could fee the Faults of 
•each'Other, but not their own ; thofe they flung into 
the Bag behind ; Non 'videmus' id mantictg quad a tergo 
^. I may, perhaps, be cenfured for my free Opinions, 
*>y thofe carping Momus%y whom Authors worlhip as 
the Indrans do the Devil, for Fear. They will en- 
dcavdnr to give my Reputation as many Wounds as 
the Man in the Almanack ; but I value it not, and 
P^haps, like Flies, they may buz fo often about the 
Candle, until they burn their Wings. They muft 
pardon me,- if I venture to give • them this Advice, 
Not to rail at what they cannot underftand ; it doth 
out difcover that felf-tormenting Pafiion of Envy } 
than which, the greateft Tyrant never invented a 
n^ore cruel Torment. 

Vol. L P Invidia 
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In*vi£a Si cull nen itevmre Tyranni 
Tormem/um majus Jtjvek. 

I mail be To bold to tell my Criticks and Witlings^ 
that they are no more Judges of this, than a Man that 
is bom blind can have any true Idea of Colours. I 
have always obferved, that yoor empty Veileb found 
loodeft : I value their Lalhes as little as the Sea did 
when Xerxtt whipped it. The utmoft Favour a 
Man can exped from them» is that which Polypbemia 
promifed Vljifes^ that he would devour him the lall : 
They think to fubdue a Writer, as Cefar did his Ene- 
my, with a Feni^ widi^ fvici, I '. confeis, I value the 
Opinion of the judicious rFew,- a Rimer ^ a Dennis ^ or a 
ITarwicA ; but for the reft,, to give my Judgment at 
once, Lthink the long Difpute among the Philoro- 
phers about a Facuum^may be determined in the Af- 
£rmative, that it is to be found in a .Critick*s Head. 
They are, at bed, but the Drones of the learned 
World, who devour the Honey, and will not work 
themfelves ; and a Writer need no more regard them, 
than the Moon does the barking of a litue fenfelefs 
Cur : For, -in fpite of their . terrible Roaring, yofl 
may with half an Eye difcpver the Aft unc&c the 
Ldon's Skin. 

But to retnrn to our Difcourfe : Demoftbenet being 
alked, what was the fird Part of an Orator, replied, 
Jaion: What was. the fecond, AHioni What was the 
third, \i^^/'0«: And fo on ^ infinitum. This may 
be true in Oratory ; but Contemplation, in other 
Things, exceedeth Adion. And therefore, a wife 
Man is never lefs alone, than when he is alone. 

Nunquam nanus fi)lus, quam cum/olus* 

' . And Archimedes^ the famous Mathematician, was 

fo intent upon his Problems, that . he never minded 

the Soldier who came to kill him. Therefore, not 

to 
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to detraft from the juft Praife which belongeth to 
Orators, they ought to conlider, that Nature, which 
gave us two Eyes to fee, and two Ears to hear, hath 
given us but one Tongue to fpeak ; wherein, how- 
ever, fome do fo abound, that the Ftrtaofi, who have 
been fb long in Search for the perpetual Motion, 
may infallibly find it there. 

Some Men admire Republicks ; becaufe, Orators 
floorifh there moft, and arc the great Enemies of Ty- 
ranny : But my Opinion is, that one Tyrant is better 
than an hundred. Belides, thefe Orators inflame the 
People, whofe Anger is really but a fhort Fit of 
Madnefs. 

Ira furor hrew efi^^'-'^^ HoR. 

After which. Laws are like Cobwebs, which 
may catch fmall Flies, but let Wafps and Hornets 
breakthrough. But, in Oratory, the greateft Art is 
to hide Art. 

Artis eft celare Art em. 

But this muft be the Work of Time; we muftlay 
Hold on all Opportunities', and let flip no Occafion, elfe 
wc fliall be forced to weave Penelope^ Web ; unravel 
in the Night what we fpiin in the Day. And, there- 
fore I have obferved that Time is painted with a Lock 
before, and bald behind ; fignifying thereby, that we 
ttoft take Time (as we fay) by the Forelock j for 
when it is once paft, there is no recalling it. 

The Mind of Man is, at firfl, (if you will pardon 
the Expreffion) like a Tabula rafa ; or like Wax, 
which while it is foft, is capable of any Impreflion, 
until Time hath hardened it. And at length Death, 
that grim Tyrant, floppeth us in the Midft of our 
Career. The greateft Conquerors have at laft been 
conquered by Death, which fpareth none from the 
Sceptre to the Spade. 

Mors omnibus communis, 

P 2 All 
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All Rivers go to the Sea^ bat none return from it. 
Xerxes wept when he beheld his Army ; to coniider 
that in lefs than an hundred Years they would be all 
dead. Anacreon was chocked with a Grape- (lone ; 
and violent Joy killeth as well as violent Grief. 
There is nothing in this World conftanty but InCon- 
ilancy ; yet Flato thought, that if Virtue would 
appear to the World in her own native Drefs, all 
Men would be enamoured with her. £ut now, fince 
Jhtereft governs the World, and Men neglect the 
Golden Mean, Jupiter himfelf, if he came on the 
Earth, would bedefpifed, unlefs- it were as he did to 
Danacy in a golden Shower. For Men, ngw-a-days, 
worihip the rifisg Sun, and not the fetting. 

Dome eris fi^lix^ multos numerahh amicos. 

Thus 'have I, in Obedience to your Cpmmands,. 
ventured to expofe myfelf to Cenmre in this critical 
Age. Whether I have done Right to my Subjed, 
muft be left to the Judgment of the learned Reader : 
However, I cannot but hope, that my attempting of 
it, may be an Encounig^ment for feme able Pen to 
perform it with more SucceA. 
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Letter to the Moft Honourable ROBERT 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, Lord 
High Treafurer- of Great Britain, 



It ts ivell krt<nv»i f^^f if the ^een had lived a Tear or two 
longer^ the follonvtng Propofal ivouldy in all Probabilityy have 
taken EffeB. For the Lord Treafurer had alrcadf nominated 
feveral Perfens -without DifttnRion of ^al'tty or Pariy^ "urbo 
tuere to comfofi a Society for the Purpojcs mentioned by the 
Author 'f and refolved to ufe his Credit -with Her Majefty, 
that a Fund Jhould be applied tofupport the Expence of a large 
Room^ where the Society Jhould meet, and for other Incidents* 
Bat this Scheme fell to the Ground, . partly by the Dijfenftons 
among the great Men at -Court ; but chiefiy by the lamented 
Death of that,gkriQut,.Princ€fi. 



To the Moft Honourable ROBERT Earl of 

Oxford. 

My Lord, 

WHAT I had the Honour of mentioning to 
your Lordfhip fome Time ago in Conver- 
fation, was not a new Thought, juft then 
ftarted by Accident- or Occafion, but the Refult of 
feng Reflexion;, and I have been confjrmeA in my 

P 3 Sentiments 
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Sentiments by the Opinion of fome very judicious 
PerfonSy with whom I confulted. They all agreed, 
That nothing would be of greater Ufe towards the 
Improvement of Knowledge and Politenefs, than fome 
efFe^aal Method for Ctrredingy Enlarging^ and Jfcer^ 
taining our Language j and they think it a Work ve- 
ry poSible to be compafTed, under the Prote£iion of 
a Prince, the Countenance and Encouragement of a 
MiniHry, and the Care of proper Perfons, chofen for 
foch an Undertaking. I was glad to find your Lord- 
(hip's Anfwer in fo different a Style, from what hath 
"been commonly made ufe of on fuch like Occafions, 
for fome Years paft : 7kat all fuch Thoughts muft be de- 
ferred to a Time of Peace : A Topick which fome have 
carried fo far, that tkey ^ould not have us by any 
Means think of preferving our Civil or Religious Con- 
ftitution, becaufe we are engaged in a War abroad. 
It will be among the diflinguifhing Marks of your 
Miniftry, my Lord, that you had a Genius above 
all fuch Regards; and that no reafonable Propofal for 
the Honour, the Advantage, or the Ornament of your 
Country, however foreign to your more immediate 
Office, was ever negle&ed by you. I confefs the 
Merit of this Candour and Condefcenfion is very mach 
IciTened ; 'becaufe your Lordihip hardly leaveth us 
Room to offer our good Wifhes ; removing all our 
Difficulties, and fupplying our Wants, faftcr than the 
jmoft viiionary Projet^or can adjuft his Schemes* And 
therefore, my Lord« the Defign of this Paper is not fo. 
much to offer you ff^ays and Means, as to complain of 
a Grievance, the redreffing of which, is to be your own^ 
Work, as much as that of paying the Nation's Dehts,. 
or opening a Trade into the South Sea ; and although 
not of fuch immediate Benefit as either of thefe, or 
any other of your glorious Anions, yet perhaps in fu^ 
ture Ages not leis to your Honour. 

My Lord, I do here, in the Name of all the learned 
and polite Perfons of the Nation, complain to yoor 
Lordihip, as Firft Mi?tijieri that our Language is ex- 
tremely ImperfeA ; that its daily ImprovemcoU are by 
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no means in Proportion to ks daily CorruptionB ; that 
the Pretenders to poliih and refine it, have chiefly mul- 
tiplied Abaies and Abfordities ; and that, in many In- 
vitees, ic ofiendeth againU everv Part of Grammar. . 
Bat left your Lordfhip ihould think my Cenfnre too fe- 
vere, I fhall take Leave to be more panicular. 

I believe your Lordfhip will agree with me in the 
Reafon, why our Language is lefs refined than thofe of' 
haly^ Spain^ or Frame^^ It is plain, that the Latin 
Tongue in its Purity was never in this Ifland ; towards • 
Ae ConqueH pf which, iew or no Attempts were 
made till the Time oif Claudius : Neither was that 
Language ever ib vulgar in J^r/toifv, as it is known to 
have been in Gaul vlvA Spain., Further, we. find that, 
the Roman Legions here, were, at length all recalled to 
help their Country againil the Goth^ and other barba- 
n)us Invaders.- Mean time, the Britens left to fhift 
for themfelves, and daily haraf&d by cruel Inooads 
from the PiSsy were; forced to call in the Saxom for 
their Defence ; who confequently redaced the greatefl 
Part of the liland to their own Power, drove the Bri' 
^s into the. mc^ remote and mountainous Parts ; and 
^e refl of the Country, in Cufloms, Religion, and 
Lsmguagey became wholly Saxon, This I take to be 
^e Reafon why there are more Latin Words remain- 
ing in the Britijh Tongue than in the old Saxon ; 
^hicli^ excepting fome few Variations in the Ortho- 
graphy, is the fame in mofl original Words with our 
prefent Englijh, as well as with the German and other 
JVfir/fcrjB Dialeas, 

Edward the ConfeffoTy having lived long in France^ 
appeareth to. be the firft, who introduced any Mixture 
«f the French Tongue with the Saxon ; the Court af- 
fis^^ing what the Prince was fond of, and others 
taking it up for a Faihion« as it is now with us. 
^iiliam the Cox^ueror proceeded much further; bring- 
^g over with him vafl Numbers of that Nation, feat* 
tering them in every Monastery, giving them great 
Quantities of Land^ dire61:ing all Pleadings to be in 
^ Language, and endeavouiing to make it univerfal 

in 
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in the Kingdom. This, at leaft, is the Opinioii ge^ 
nerally received : But your Lordihip hath .fuUy con- 
yinced me, that the French Tongae made yet a greater 
Progrefs here under Harty the Second, who hadiarge 
.Territories on that Continent, both from, his Father 
and his Wife ; made frequent Journeys and Expedi- 
tions thither, and was always attended with a Number 
of his Countrymen, Retainers at his Court.- For fbme 
Centuries after, there was a conllant Intercourfe be- 
tween France and England, by the Dominions we poA 
feiTed there, and the Coaquefts we made : So that our 
Language, between: two and three hundred Years agog 
ieemeth to have had a greater Mixture with the French 
than at prefent ; many Words having been afterwards 
rejededy and fome lince the Time of Spencer 4 al- 
though we have ftill. retained not a few, which have 
been, long antiquated in France, I could produce fever 
xai Inlfcances of both Kinds, if.it were of any Ufe or 
Entertainment. 

To examine into the feveral Circufnftances^ hy 
.which the Language of a Country may be dlisrcd^ 
would force me to enter into a wide Field. I ihall 
only obferve. That the La/in^ the French, and the 
Bnglijhy feem to iiave undergone the fanie Fortune. 
The firft, from the Days oi Romulus to thofe of JuUus 
Ce/ar^ fufFered perpetual Changes ; and by what we 
meet in thofe Authors who occaiionaliy fpeak 4n that 
Subject, as well as from certain Fragments of old 
JLAwsr'iris mj^nifeft, that the Z^^z/zVr, three hundred 
Years before fully ^ was as unintelligible in his Time, 
as the Englijb and French of the fame Period are now ; 
and thefe two have changed as much iince Wilham 
the Conqueror^ (which is but little lefs than feven hun- 
dred Yearsl^as the Latin appeareth to have done in the 
like Term. Whether our Language, or the Frerub 
.will decline as fail as the i^«« did, is a QuellioD 
that would perhaps admit more Debate than it is 
worth. There were many Reafons for the Corru- 
ptions of the laft : As the Change of their Government 
ID a Tyranny, which ruined the Study of Eloquence; 

there 
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there being no further Ufe or Encouragement for 
popular Orators : Their giving not only the Freedom 
of the City, bat Capacity for Employments, to feve- 
ral Towns in Gtml^ Spain^ and Gemumyt and other 
diilaot Parts, as far as Jfia ; which brought a great 
Number of foreign Pretenders into Rtme : The ila- 
vi(h Difpofition of the Senate and People; by which 
the Wit and Eloquence of the Age were wholly turn- 
ed into Panegyrick, the moft barren of all Subjefts : 
The great Corruption of Manners, and Intrododion 
of foreign Luxury, with foreien Terms to exprefs it : 
Withfeveral others that might be affigned: Not tp 
mention thofe Invafipns from the G§ihj and Vamlah^ 
which are too obvious to iniift on. 

Ths Roman Language arrived at great PerfedioR 
before it began to decay : The Fremhy for thefe laft 
% YeatB^ hath been poliihing as much as it will bear; 
and appeareth to be declining by the natural Inconr 
^QCy of that People, as well as the Afi«6tation of 
^ome late Authors^ to introduce and multif^y CmH 
^ords, jvkich is the moft ruinous Corruption in aay 
I^anguage. laffw^^, a late celebrated Writer among 
^em, maketh lafe c^many new Terms which are not to 
be found in any of the common Di6ionaries before his 
Time. But the Englijb Tongue is not arrived to fudt 
a Degree of Perfe^mn, as, upon that account, ta 
si^ us apprehend any Tk>ughts of its Decay: And« 
>f it were once refined to a certain Standard, perhaps, 
^ere might be Ways to £x it forever, or at lead until 
^e are invaded, and made a Conqueft by Tome other 
State: And even then, our beft Writings might pro- 
bably be prcferved widi Care, and grow into Efteem^ 
^dthe Authors have a Chance for Inunortality. 

BvT without fuch great Revolutions as theie, (to 
which we are, I think, lefs fubjedl than Kingdoms . 
^pon the Continent), I fee no abfolute Ncccflfity why 
^ny Language ihould be perpetually changing; for wt 
^^ many Examples to the contrary. From Htmer to. 
^Utarch, are above a thoufand Years ; fo long, at 
^^t the Furi^ of the Greek Tongue may be allowed*. 

to. 
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to laft ; and we know not how far before, 'rtie Gre- 
cram fpread their Colonies robnd all the Coafts of-JJja 
Minor f even to the Northern Parts, lying towards the 
Euxint 3 in every Ifland of the Aigean Sea, and fcveral 
ethers in the Mediterranean ; where the Language was 
preferred entire for many Age«, after they themfelves 
became Colonies KyRome, and until they were over-run 
by the barbarous Nations upon the Fall of that Empire. 
The Chinefe have Books in their Language above two 
-thousand Years old $ neither have the frequent Con- 
quefts of the Tartars been able to alter it. The Ger^ 
man, Sfanifi, and Italian, have admitted few- or ro 
Changes for fome Ages pail. The other Languages of 
Europe I know nothing of; neither is thiere any Oo- 
ca(ion to consider them. 

Having taken this Compafs, I return ta tbofe Con>- 
iiderations upon our own Language, which I would 
hombly offer your Lordihip. The Period wherein the 
EngU/h Tongue received moft Improvement, I take to 
commence with the Beginning of Queen Eiiscahethh 
Reign, and to conclude with the great Rebellion m 
Forty two. It is true, thefe was a very ill Talle 
both of Style and Wit, which prevailed under King 
yanus h ; but that ieemeth to have been correded in 
the firft Years of his- Snccefibr ; who, among many 
otherQualifications of an -excellent Prince, was a great 
J'atron of Learning. From th^t great Rebellion to 
this prefent Time, I am apt to doubt whethee the Con- 
Tc^tions in our Language have not, atleafl:, equalled 
the Refinements of 4t, and thefe Corruptions very few 
of the befl Authors in. our Age have wholly efcapcd^ 
During th&Ufiirpation,.fHch an Infufion of entfaufia- 
ilick Jargon^ prevailed in every Writing, as was not 
fhakea oiF. in- many Years after. To this fucceedcd 
that Licentioufnefs which entered with the Reftoration\ 
and from infeding our Religion and Morals, feU 
to corrupt our Language : Which laft, was not like to 
Be much improved by thofe, who, at that time, made 
sp the Court of King Charles II. ; either fnch who had 
followed hipi in his Baniihment, or who had been al- 
together 
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togetki* converfant in the Dialect of thoTe fanatick* 
Tims; or yottng Men, who had been> educated in the* 
fame Company ; fo that the Ceurf, v^hich ufed to be the' 
Standard of Propriety, and Corrednefs of Speech, was; 
then, and, I think, hath eVer iince continued -the word 
School in England^ for that Accomplifhment; and {o will 
remaio, until better Care be taken in the EdiKation^ 
of our young Nobility ; that they may fet out into the' 
World with fonie Foundation of Literature, in order* 
to qualify them for Patterns of PoUtenefe. The Con- ' 
fequence of this Deleft uponour Language) ^may ap- : 
pear from the P4ay$, and other Compofitions, written- 
for EntertainmenV within £fty .Years pad; filled with' 
a Socceffion of afFeded Phrafes, and new conceited 
Words, cither borrowed from the current Style of the 
Court, or from thofe, who, under the Charadler of 
Men of .Wit and Pleafure, pretend to eive the Law. 
MaQyof^hefe Refinements have atlready been long 
juatiquated, and are now hardly intelligible ; which 
is no Wonder, when they were the Produd only of 
IgJiorance.and Caprice. 

I have never known this great Town without one 
or more Dunces of Figure, who had Credit enough to 
give Rife to fome new Word, and propagate it in 
BJoft Converfations ; although it had neither Humour 
w>r Significance. Ifit Aruck the prefent Tafte, it was 
^n transferred into the. Plays, and current Scribbles 
ofthe Week, .and became an Addition to our Lan- 
S^^ge ; while the Men of Wit and Learning, inHead : 
of early obviating fuch Corruptions, were too often 
feduced to imitate and comply with them. 

Thbrb is another Set of Men, who have contri* • 
Dated very much to the fpoiling of the Englijb Tongue j 
J-tnean the Poets, from thc.Tim.e of the Reftoration. 
Jhcfe, Gentlemen, although they could not be infen- 
^ble how much our Language was already overftock-- 
f^ wirfi Monofyllables, yet,^ to fave Time and Pains, 
mtroduced that barbarous Cuftom of abbreviating. 
Words, to fit them to the Meafure of their Verfes ; 
**Jd this they have frecjuently done, fo very injudi- 

cioufly. 
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doaily, as to form fach harfli imharmoiiioas Soonds^ 
that none but a Nortbirn Ear could enduf^,- They 
•have joined the moft obdurate Confonants^ wkhout 
one iBtervepning Vowel^ only to fhorten a Syllable : 
Jlnd their Tafte in time became ^ depraved, that 
what wa^ at firft a poetical Licence, not to be jafti- 
.fied, they made their Choice ; alledging> that the 
-Word! pronounced at length, founded ^aint and If n- 
^id. ' This was a Pretence to take up the iame 
'Guftom in Profe i (o that moft of the Boolu we fee 
xiow-a-days, are full of thofe Manglings and Abbre- 
viations. • luftances of this Abofe are innumerable-: 
What doth your Lord(hip think of the Words, Drudgd^ 
Dffiurh*ii^ Rduk'd^ ¥ied£d^ and a thoafand others, 
-every where to be met in Profe, as well as Verfe f 
Where, by leaving out a Vowel to fave a Syllable, 
^e form fo jarring a Sound, and io difficult to utter, 
'that I have often wondered how it could eycr obcaiiu 

Ano-fheh Caufe (and perhaps boirowed from the 
former) which hath contiibuted not a little to the 
maiming of our Language, is a fooli(h Opinion, a^ 
wanccd of late Years, that we ought to fpell exadly ai 
we fpeak ; which, befides the obvious Inconvenience of 
utterly deftroying our Etymology, would be a Thine 
^e fliould never fee an End of. Not only the feveral 
Towns and Counties of England^ have a different Way 
of pronouncing 1 but even here in London^ they d\^ 
their Words after o?le Mani^t about the Court;, ano- 
ther in the City, aiid a^ird in the Suburbs ; and in 
^a few Years, it is probable, will all differ from them- 
felves, as Fancy or Fafhion fhall direft : All which 
reduced to Writing, would entirely confound Ortho- 
graphy. Yet many People are (b fond of this Conceit^ 
-that it is fiMnetimeS a difficult Matter to read modern 
Books and Pamphlets ; where the Words are fo car- 
tailed, and varied from their original Spelling,- that 
whoever hath been ufed to plain tngti/hy will hardly 
know them by Sight. 

Several young Men at the Univerfities, terribly 
j)oirefled with the Fear of Fedantry, run into a worfe 

Extreme ; 
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'Extreme ; and think all Politenefs to confiA in read- 
ing the daily Trafh fent down to them from hence : 
This they call, Knowing the Worlds and reading Men 
and Manners, Thus larnilhed, they come up to 
Town ; reckon all their Errors for Accomoliftiments, 
borrow the neweft Set of Phrafes ; and \t they take 
a Pen into their Hands, all the odd Words they 
have picked up in a Coifee-houfe, or a gaming 
Ordinary, are produced as Flowers of Style ; and 
the Orthography refined to the utmoft. To this we 
■owe thofe monflrous Productions, which under the 
Names of 7r/f j, Spies^ Amufementiy and other con- 
ceited Appellations, have overrun us forfome Years 
paft. To this we owe that flrange Race of Wits, 
who tell ns they write to the Humour of the Age^ 
And, I wifli 1 could fay, thefe quaint Fopperies were 
wholly abfent from graver Subjects. In fhort', I 
would undertake to fhew your Lordihip feveral 
Pieces, where the Beauties of this Kind are fo pre- 
dojninant, that with all your Skill in Languages, you 
could never be able either to read or underfland 
them. 

But, I am very much miftaken, if many of thefe 
falfe Refinements among us, do not arife from a Prin- 
ciple, which would quite deftroy their Credit, if it 
wex'e well underflood and confidered. For, I am 
afraid, my Lord, that with all the real good Quali- 
ties of dur Country, we are naturally not very po- 
lite. This perpetual Difpoiition to (horten our Words, 
by retrenching the Vowels, is nothing elfe but a 
Tendency to lapfe into tljfc Barbarity of thofe 'Nor* 
them Nations from whomive are defcended, and 
whofe Languages labour all under the fame Defedt. 
For it is worthy our Obfervation, that the Spaniards^ 
the French^ and the Italians^ although derived from 
the fame Northern Anceftors, with ourfelves, are, 
with the utmod DiiHculty taught to pronounce our 
Words ; which the Sivedes and Danes, as well as 
the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with Eafe, 
Vol. I. Q^ becaufe 
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becaufe oar Syllables refemble theirs, in the Rough' 
nefs and Frequency of Confonants. Now, as we 
fbuggle with an ill Climate to improve the nobler 
Kinds of Fruits ; are at the Expence of Walls to 
receive and reverberate the faint Rays of the Sun, 
and fence againft the Northern Blalb ; we fomedmes 
by the Help of a good Soil equal the Produdlions 
of warmer Countries, who have no need to be at 
fo much Coft or Care : It is the fame Thing with 
refpeft to the politer Arts among us ; and the fame 
Defeat of Heat which giveth a Fiercenefs to ourNa- 
tures, may contribute to that Rouehnefs of our Lan- 

fuage, which beareth fome Andogy to the harih 
nut of colder Countries. For, I do not reckon, that 
we want a Genius more than die reft of our Neigh- 
bours : But your Lordfhip will be of my Opinion, 
that we ought to firuggle with thefe natural Dif" 
advantages as much as we can ; and be careful 
whom we employ, .whenever we defign to corred 
them ; which is a Work that hath hitherto been af- 
fumed by the lead qualified Hands : So, that if the 
Choice had been left to me, I would rather have 
traded the Refinement ^f our Language, , as far as it 
relateth to* Sound, to the Judgment of the Women, 
than of illiterate Court-fops, half-witted Poets, and 
Univerfity-Boys. For, it is plain, that Women in 
their Manner of comipting Words, do naturally dif- 
card the Confonants, as we do the Vowels. What 
I am going to tell your Lordfhip, appeareth very 
trifling ; that more than once, where iome of both 
Sexes were in Company,, I have perfuaded two or 
three of each to take a Pen, and write down a 
Number of Letters, joined together, jufl as it came 
into their Heads ; and upon reading this Gibberifh, 
we have found that which the Men had writ, by 
the frequent encountring of rough Confonants, to 
found like High-Dutch ; and the other by the Wo- 
men, like ItaUan abounding in Vowels and Liquids. 
N0W9 although I would by no means give Ladies 

the 
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the Trouble of advifing us in the Reformation of 
oar Language ; yet I cannot help thinking, that fince 
they have been left out of all Meetings, except Par- 
ties at Play, or where worfe Defigns are carried on^ 
oar Cbnverfation hath very much degenerated. 

In order to reform our Language, I conceive^ 
my Lord, that a free judicious Choice fhould be 
made of fuch Perfons, as are generally allowed to 
be be ft qualified for fuch a Work, without any Re- 
gard to Quality, Party, or Profeflion. Thefe to a 
certain Number, at leafl, fhould afTemble at fome 
appointed Time and Place, andiixon Rules by which 
they defign to proceed.. What Methods they will take^ 
is not for me to prefcribe. Your Lordlbip, and 
other Perfous in great Employment, might pleafe to 
be of the Number : And, I am afraid, fuch a Society- 
would want your Inflruftion and Example, as much 
as your Protection. For I have, not without a little 
Envy, obfervcd of late the Style of fome great Mi- 
nifters very much to exceed that of any other Pro- 
ductions. 

The Perfons who are to undertake this Work, will 
fisr^e the Example of the Trench before them, to imi- 
tatb where thefe have proceeded right, and to avoid 
dieu- Miftakes. Befides the Grammar Part, wherein 
we ire allowed to be very defective, they will obferve 
m^y grofs Improprieties, which however authorifed 
by Practice and grown familiar, ought to be difcardcd^ 
They will find many Words that deferve to be utterly 
thrown out of our Language ; many more to be cor- 
rected, and perhaps not a few, long iince antiqua- 
ted, which ought to be reitored, on account, of their 
Energy and Sound. 

But what I have moft at Heajrt, is, that fome 
Method fhould be thought on for a/cert aining and 
^xing our Language for ever, after fuch Alterations 
are made in it as fhall be thought re^uifite. For, I 
am of opinion, that it is better a Language fhould 
not be wholly perfect, than' that it fhould be perpei. 

0^2 tualjt 
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tually changing ; and we muft give over at one Time 
or other, or at length infallibly change for the worfe : 
As the Romans did, when they began to quit their 
Simplicity of Style for afFedted Refinements ; fuch as 
we meet in Tacitus and other Authors, which ended 
by degrees in many Barbarities, even before the 
Goths had invaded Italy. 

The Fame of our Writers is ufually confined to 
thefe two Iflands ; and it is hard it fhould be limited 
in T^ime as much as in Place^ by the perpetual Va- 
riations oi our Speech. It is your Lordfhip's Obfer- 
vation, that if it were not for the Bible and Com- 
tnon-Prayer^Book in the vulgar Tongue, we fhould 
" hardly be able to underftand any thing^ that was 
written among us an hundred Years ago ; which is 
certainly true ; For thofe Books being perpetually 
read in Churches, have proved a Kind of Standard 
for Language, efpecially to the common People. 
And, I doubt, whether the Alterations fince intro- 
duced, haye added much to the Beauty or Strength 
of the Englr/h Tongue, although they have taken off 
a great deal from that Simfltd/y, which is one of 
the greateft Perfedlions in any Language. You, my 
Lord, who are fo converfant in the facred Writing?, 
and fo great a^udge of them in their Originals, will 
agree, that no Tranflation our Country ever yet pro- 
duced, hath come up to that of the O/d and Ne'w 
^tftameni : And by the many beautiful Paflages whicli 
I have often had the Honour to hear your Lordftiip 
cite from thence, J am perfuaded that the Tranflators 
of the Bible were Mailers of an Englijh Style much 
fitter for that Work, than any we fee in our prefent 
Writings : which I take to be owing to the Simplicity 
that runs through the whole. Then, as to the greate/l 
Part of our Liturgy^ compiled long before the Tranf- 
lation of the Bible now in Ufe, and little altered fince; 
there feem to be io it as great Strains of true fublime 
Eloquence, as are anywhere to be found in our Lan- 
guage; which ey^ry Man of gcod Tafte wiUobferye 

ia 
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m the Cromfnumon''Ser<vice, that of Burial^ and other 
Parts. 

But, where I fayi that I would have our Lan* 
guage, after it is duly correct, always to laft; I do 
not mean that it (hould never be enlarged : Provi- 
ded, that no Word, which a Society Siall give a 
Sandion ta, be afterwards antiquated and exploded^ 
ttey may have Liberty to receive whatever new 
ones they fhall find Occafion for : Becaufe then the 
old Books will yet be always valuable according to 
their intrinfick Worth, and not thrown s^de on ac- 
count of unintelligible Words and Phrafes, which ap- 
pear harfti and uncouth, only becaufe they are out of 
Fafliion. Had the Raman Tongue continued vulgar 
in that City until this Time ; it would have been 
abfolutely neceflary, from the mighty Changes that 
have been made in Law and Religion ;, from the 
many Terms of Art required in Trade and in War ; 
from the new Inventions that have happened iit 
the World ; firom the vaft fpreading of Navigation 
and Commerce, with many other obvious Circum^ 
ftances, to have made great Additions to that Lan- 
guage ; yet the Antients would dill have been read; 
and underftood with Pleafure and Eafe. The Grf^^ 
Tongue received many Enlargements between the 
Time of Horner^ and thsitof Pktarcif ; yet the former 
Author was probably as well underftood in Trajan*^ 
Time, as the latter. What Horace faith of Words 
going off^ ^nd perifi?ing like Lea^veSy^ndneiv ones coming 
in their Place, is a Misfortune he lamenteth, rather 
than a Thing he approveth : But I cannot fee 
why this fiiould be abfolutely neceflary, or if it 
^cre, what would have beeome of his Monumentum i 
^re perennius. 

Writing by Memory only, as I do"at prefent, I 
v/ould gladly keep within my Depth t and therefore 
^all not enter into further Particulars. Neither tio^ 
^ ptetend more than to ihew the Ufefulnefs • of thi9 
li^^ and to make fome general Obfervations ;,.; 

0^3, kaving^; 
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leaving the reft to that Society, >yhich I It^ will 
owe its Inflitution and Patronage to your 'Lordihip. 
feiidesy I wonld willingly avoid Repetition ; having 
fibout . a Year ago communicated to the Publick, 
much of what I had to offer upon this Subjed, by 
the Hands of an ingenious * Gentleman, who for a 
long time did thrice a Week divert or inllrud the 
Kingdom by his Papers ; and is fuppofed to purfue 
the &me Defign at prefcnt, under the Title ofSfeSator, 
This Author, who hadi tried the Force and Compafs 
of our Language with fo much Succefs, agreeth en- 
tirely with me in mod of my Sentiments relating to 
it : So do the greated Part of the Men of Wit and 
Learning, whom I have had the Happinefs to con- 
verfe with : And therefore I imagine, that fuch a 
Society would be pretty unanimous in the main 
Points. 

Your Lordfhip mnft all<MV, that fuch a Work 
as this, brought to Perfedlion^ would very much 
contribute to the Glory of Her Majefty's Reign; 
which ought to be recorded in Words more dorable 
than Brafs, and fuch as our Poilerity may read a 
thoufand Years hence, with Pleafure, as well as Ad« 
miration. I have always dtfapproved that falfe Com- 
pliment to Princes ; That the mod lading Monument 
they can have, is the Hearts of their Subjects. It is 
indeed their greateft prefent Felicity to reign in their 
Subjects Hearts; bat thefe are too periihable to 
preferve their Memories, which can only be done by 
the Pens of able and faithful Hiilorians. And, X 
take it to be your Lordfhip's Duty, as prime Mmjier, 
to- give Order for infpe£ling our Language, and ren- 
dering it fit to record the Hiftory of fo great and good 
a Princefs. Befides, my Lord, as difmterefted as you 
appear to the World, I am convinced, that no Man 
is more in the Power of a prevailing favourite Paffion 
than yourfelf ; I m.ean, that Deiire of true and laft- 
ing Honour, which you have borne along with yoo 

tihroa^ 
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tkoagh every Stage of your Life. To this yon have 
often facrificed your Intercft, your Eafe, and y6ur 
Health : For preferving and increafiDg this, you have 
cxpofed your Perfon to fecret Treachery, aiid open 
Violence. There is not perhaps an Example in Hi«- 
ilory of any Minifter', who, in {o fhort a Time, hath 
performed fo many great Thing?, and overcome {o 
many great Difficulties. Now, although I am fully 
coDvinced, that you fear God,, honour your Queen, 
and love your Country, as much as any of your 
Fellow-fubje^s j yet I mufl believe, that the Defire 
of Fame hath been* no inconfiderable Motive to 
quicken you in the .Purfuit of thofe Adions which 
will befl deferve it* . But, at the fame time, J 
mnft be fo. plain as to tell your Lordihip, that if 
you vnll not take fome Care to fettle our Lan- 
guage, and put it into a State of Continuance, I 
cannot promife that your Memory fhall be prelerved 
above an hiuadred Years, further than by imperfe^ 
Tradition. 

As barbarous and ignorant as we were in former 
Centuries ; there was more efFedual Care taken by 
our Anceftors, to preferve the Memory of Times 
and Perfons, than we find in this Age of Learning 
and Politenefs, as we are pleafed to cail it. The rude 
ia/wof the Monks is ftill very intelligible; whereas, 
had their Records been delivered down only in xht 
vulgar Tongue, fo barren and fo barbarous, fo fubjedt 
^ continual fucceeding Changes ; they could not now 
he underwood, unlefs by Antiquaries, who made it 
^eir Study to expound them. And we B(iuil,'at this 
J^ay, have been content with fuch poor Abftrads of 
our Englijh Story, as laborious Men of low Genius 
^ould think lit to give us : And even thefc, ill the 
Bext Age, would be ^|||wife fwallowed up in fuc^ 
cccding CoHeaions. ^Things ^ on at this Rates 
^ I can promiie your Lordfhip» is, that about two 
hundred Years hence, fome painful Compiler, whp 
^iU be ai thq Tronbls of ftudyiag old Language^ 

may 
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may inform the World, that, in the Reign of Qheea 
ANNE, Rohert Earl of Ox/tfrJ, a veiy wife and 
excellent Man, was made High-lreajurery and faved 
his Country, which in thofe Days wa^-almofl ruined 
by a foreign War^ and a domffliek Failiorn Thus 
much he may be able to pick out, and willing to 
transfer into his new Hiftory : But the reft of your 
Charadler, which I, op any other Writer may now 
value ourfelves- by drawing, and the particular Ac- 
count of the great Things done under your Mi- 
niftry, for which you are already {o celebrated in 
moft Parts of Europe, will probably be dropt on ac- 
count of the antiquated Style, and Manner diey are 
delivered in. 

How then (hall any Man, who hath a Genius for 
Hiftory, equal to the bell of the Antient , be able 
to undertake fuch a Work with Spirit and Chearful- 
neis, when he confiders, that he will* be read with 
Pleafure but a very few Years, and in an Age or 
tw o fhall hardly be underftood without • an InteN 
preter ? This is like employing art exceHent Statuary 
to work upon- mouldring Stone. Thofe who appl^ 
their Studies to preferve the Memory of others, 
will always have fome Concern for their own. And 
I believe it is for this Reafon, that fo- few Writers 
.among us, of any Diftin£Uon, have turned their 
Thoughts to fuch, a difcouraging Employment: 
For the beft Englijh Hiftorian mnft ly under this 
Mortification> that when his Sty^e growech antiquatedj 
lie will be only confidered as a tedious Relater of 
Fafts; and perhaps confulted in his turn, among 
other neglected Authors^ to furnifh Materials for 
feme future Colleftor. 

I doubt your Lordihip is but ill 'entertained witM 
a few fcatiered Thoughts, iM»n a Snbje6t that de« 
fcrveth to be treated with Alnity and Care : How* 
ever, I muft beg Leave to add a ^w Words more, 

ferhaps not altogether foreign to the fame Matter, 
imow not whether that which I am going to i«f, 

may 
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jnaypafs for Caution, Advice or Reproach; any of 
which will be juftly thought very improper from 
one in my Station, to one in yours- However, I 
muft venture to affirm, that if Genius and Learning 
be not encouraged under your Lordihip's Admini- 
ftration, you are the mod inexcufable Perfon alive. 
All your other Virtues, my Lord, will be defedivc 
without this : Your Affability, Candour, and Good- 
nature ; that perpetual Agreeablenefs of Converfa- 
ticn, fo difengaged in the midft of fuch a Weight 
of Bufinefs and Oppofition ; even your Juftice, Pru- 
dence, and Magnanimity, will fhine lefs bright with.- 
out it. Your Lordihip is univerfally allowed to pof- 
fefs a very large Portion in moft Parts of Literature ; 
and to this you owe the cultivating thofe many 
Virtues, which otberwife would have been lefi 
adoraed, or in lower Perfedion. Neither can you 
acquit yourfelf of thefe Obligations, without letting 
the Arts, in their Turn, fhare your Influence and 
Protedlion. Beiides, who knoweth but fome tru€ 
Genius may happen to arife under 'your Miniflry, 
exortuj ut Tiberius Sol. Every Age might, perhaps, 
produce one or two of thefe to adorn it, if they 
were not funk under the Cenfure and Obloquy of 
plodding, fertile, imitating Pedants ; I do not mean 

V a true Genius, any bold Writer, who breaks 
through the Rules of Decency, to diftinguilh hlmfelf 
by the Singularity of Opinions ; but one, who upon 
a deferving Subjed, is able to open new Scenes, and 
difcover a Vein of true and noble Thinking, which 
never entered into any Imagination before : Every^ 
Stroke of whofe Pen is worth all the Paper blotted 

V hundreds of others in the Compafs of their Lives. 
1 know, my Lord, your Friends will offer in your 
•Defence, that in your private Capacity, you never 
refufed your Purfe ana Credit to the Service and 
Support of learned or ingenious Men : And that er 
ver fmce you have been in publick Employment, you 
h'AVe coxiflantly beftowed your Favours to the moft 

' deferving 
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deferving Perfons. But I ddire your Lordfhip not 
to be deceived : We never will admit of thefe Ex- 
cufes ; nor will allow your private Liberality, as 
great as it is, to attone for your exceflive publick 
Thrift. But here again, I am afraid moil good Sub- 
jcdb will interpofe in: your Defence, by alledging 
the defperate Condition you found the Nation in, 
and the Neceflity there was for fo able and faithful 
a Steward to' retrieve it, if poiTible, by the utmoft 
Frugality. We grant all this, my Lord ; but then, 
it ought likewife to be confldered, that you have 
already faved feveral Millions to the Publick ; and 
that what we afk is too inconfiderable to break into 
any Rules of the ftridteft good Hufbandry. The 
French KLing befloweth about half a Dozen Penfions 
to learned Men in feveral Parts of Europe i and 
perhaps a Dozen in his own Kingdom ; which, in 
the whole, do probably not amount to half the In- 
come of many a private Commoner in England; 
yet have more contributed to* the Glory of that 
Prince, than any Million he hath otherwife employed. 
For Learfting, like all true Merit, is eafily fatisfied ; 
whilil the wife and counterfeit is perpetually cra- 
ving, and never thinketh it hath enough. The fmal- 
left Favour given by a great Prince as a Mark of 
Efteem, to reward the Enduements of the Mind, ne- 
ver faileth to be returned with Praife and Gratitude, 
and loudly celebrated to the World. I have known, 
fonxe Years ago, feveral Penfions, given to particular 
Perfons, (how defervedly I ihall not inquire) any one 
of which, if divided into fmaller Parcels, and diftri- 
buted by the Crown to thbfe who might, upon Occa- 
lion, diftinguifti themfelves by fome extraordinary 
Frodudlion of Wit or Learning ; would be amply 
fufficient to anfwer the End. Or, if any fuch Per- 
fons were above Money, as every great Genius cer- 
tainly is, With very moderate Convcniencies of K^e) 
9 Medal, or fomc Mark of DiftindUon, would do. foil 
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But I forget my Province ; and find myfclf turn- 
ing Projedor before I am aware ; although it be one 
of the lail Characters under which I fhould defire to 
appear before your Lordfhip ; efpecially when I have 
the Ambition of afpiring to that of being with the 
greatn^k^efped and Truth, 

it 

My LORD, 
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JWritten^ above a Thoufand YEARS 
ago$ and relating to the Yx ar i 709, 
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.'Writttn io tiic Yeae irof* 

■ 

LAST yetr wa» puUifhed a Paper of Predifti- 
- ons,. pretended to be written by 00c Ifaac 
Bichrfii^ ETq; bot th» true Defien of it 
5*^8 to ridicule the Art of Ailrology, and expofe 
^^ Piofeilbrs as ignorant, or Impodors. Againfl thi^ 
Imputation, Dr. Partrige hath learnedly yindicated 
^^umfelf in his AlmanadL for that Year. 
yoB. I. R Fon 




«8a ME R L ItPs Prophecy* 

For a farther Defence of this famous Art, I have 
thought fit to prefect the .World y^ith the following 
Prophecy. The Original is faid to be of the famous 
Merlin^ who lived about a thoufand Years ago : And 
th^'^llc^yvig Xw^tion js two hundred .Years old-; 
for it feemem to be written near fhe End of Henry 
VII's Reign. I found it in an old Edition of Mer^ 
//Vs Prophecies; imprinted «- at London by Juban 
Haulms, ip.^c Year 1530, Page 39. I fet it down 
Word for ^y^ord in the old Orthography, and (hall 
take Lei^y^^o ^]om a.few explai^ory NotM.^ 

^^€B ano C<!EiB antiin) to 

Tamys E^ete tttijJiJ ^*fco?en, 

C^en cometl) foot(]^> 3lcli mm* 

aontie, 
iTtom Cotone of st^flfe to fatten 

iLonne, 

Co Fraunce tbat ettct 1)0 toaiBf ttotne. 
C^en Qiaft tte JFsH^ .fieioeple tij< 

'Boorei 
Sot Hall 0t4n iBettcsis^ ma&e ciip>t^e 

Hoflre. 
ponge Symncie Hiadl again mifcattpe: 
linn Norway's jprgo again QiaU mat* 

teg. 

. m 
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9110 ftmn tf)e Ctee toiiete iBlofunttf 
lRt& iftiUt QiaU come» atiD all i» 

tD0l0*- 

Keaumtf (ball- nmntt ^onse ttt 

9nti it QiaU {)rmetsi0 tn oln ingionde : 
Clien olti Engionde Hialltie no moter 
9nii no ^anOiall i^fotit tbtxtfoxz* 
Oeryon ^all 5at)e iffiitc ^aDe0 a« 

gapne, 
Ciii Hapiburge maft^gtft ttem 6ut- 

Uuai?ne* 

Explanatory N O T E S. . 

A^zmir ii»i^ 7r«v This Line-defcribes the Year wh&a^ 
tl^efe Events ihatt happen. Seven and ten make Se- 
venteen, which I explain feventeen hundred, and this < 
Nomber added to niae-niakes the Year wc are now 
ui; for ie muft' be underfh)od of the natural Year 
which begins the Mt oi-Jamiary.- 

Tamys Ryvere tiAjys^ &c. - The -River Thamis frozen' 
twice in onfe Year» (& as- Men dt) walk on it, is a very 
fignal Accident ; which perhaps hath not fallen out f«r 
Several hundred Yean before $ and i» the Reafoit 
why fome Aftrolosers have thought that this Pro- 
phecy could never be fulfilled; becaufe they imagined 
^ch aThbg could never happen in our Climate. 

From Tpwue of ^ofe^ &c. This is a plain Deiigna- 
tioQ of the Duke oiMarlborougb. One Kind of Stuff 
nfed to fatten Land is called Marie^ and every body 
blows, that Borough is a Name for a Town ; and 
this Way of Expreffion is after the ufual dark Man- 
age of v«ld Afixological Prediaionsj^ 
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Ihnfiatt thi fjfi>€. Set. By the Ft/S^ is miderfcod^ 
the Dauphin of France, as the King's eldeft Sons are 
called: It is here faid, He fhall lament die Lofs of thi? 
Duke of BurgMmfy, called die Sofi^ whicK is an old 
Eng/ijSb Word for Humf^JhmtUert or Crook-AacJk, as that 
Duke is known to be : And the Propheq^ {eemeth to 
mean, that he (hoold be orercomey or fkdn. By the 
Grin Berrys, in the next Line, is neant the young 
Duke of Berry, the Danfhin'B third Son, who fhall not 
have Valovr or Fortunie enough to fuppljr the Lofs of 
his ddeft Brother. 

Tonge SymneAr, dec. By Symmekit meant the pre* 
tended Prince of iFaia ; who» if he offereth to zitcmjt 
any dHng againft EngLandy fhall mifcarry as he <ud 
before. Ltunbert Synaul is the Name of a young Man 
moced is our Hiftories for perfonating^the Son (as I xc- 
member) of Edward TV. 

And Norway's Fryd, &c. I cannot gnefs who is 
meant by • Norwaf^ Pridi, perhaps the Reader may, 
as well as the Senfe of the two following Lines. 

Rioums JhaJl, &c. Reaums, or as the Word is tt09tp. 
Re/t/ms, is the old Name of Kingdoms : And this is a 
trery plain FrediQion of our' happy Uniott, with the 
Felicities that fhall attend it. It is added, ^attO^ 
England ihall be no more,, aad yet »o Man ihaU be 
forry for it. And, indeed, jproperly fpeakine, EnglaJ 
IS no more; for ^ whc»e luarc is one Kingdoffi^ 
under the Naime 6f Britain. 

Giryonfl?aU, Sec. This Prediaion, althoBgh fonie-^ 

what obfcure, is wonderfblly adapt. Goryon. is fftU 

* to have been a King of Spain, whom HgratUs ik^* 

It was a Fiaion of t^ Poets, tet he had thiee Hetih, 

which the Anthor fayeth he fhall have again. That is, 

Spain fhall have three Kings $ which is new wonder'- 

fully verified : For, befides die King of Foringalf 

which properly is Part of Spain, there are nowtnf^^ 

Rivab for Spain i Cbarks and Fhilip. But Cb^^ 

being 

• ^een Aime. The Prophecy means ^ thii JbefimM ^^^ * 
^Mi^i time, and have CbiUrm tm -would live. 
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kingddee^ed frenl the CoQntofHIapJhirght Founder 
tdhe^Aufirian Family^ fhall foon make &ok Heads 
bat two j by overturning PhiJtf, and driving him out 
of S fain. 

Some of thefe Predidions are already fulfilled f 
and it is highly probable the reft mav be in due Time : 
And, I t&aky I have- not -fovced the Words^ by 
my Explanation, inta any other Senfe than wh^t 
they win naturally bear. If this be granted, I am 
fore it muft be alfo allowed, thar tile Audior (who* 
em he were) was a Perfon of extraordinary .Sagacity > 
and that Aftrology^brou^ to fuch PerfedUon as tlue, 
isi 6y^ no means, an Art to be defpifed ; whatever 
Mr. Bickirftaff^ or other merry Gentlemen are plea- 
ded to "thmk. As to the Tradition of thefe Lines; 
having been writ in the Original by MtrUn ; I con* 
iefs, flay not much Wdght upon it: But it is enougb 
to juftify their Authority, that the Book firom whence 
I have tranfcribed them, was-pnnted 170 Years a^, 
as appeareth by the Tide Page. For die Sadsfaflioa 
of any Gentleman, who -may be ei^r doubtful ef 
the Tnith,' or curious to be informed ; I fhall gi^e 
Orderrto have the very Book fent to the Printer of this. 
^^per,'widi DireAions to let any body fee it that 
PJcafeth^ becaufe I bdiere it is ptetty fcaroe»* 
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We have added out of the Preface to the 
fourth Volume of Tatlers, what is 
there faid of the Author,. 

IN the laft Tatler, I promifcd fomc 
Explanations of Paffages and Perfons 
mentioned in this Work, as well as fome 
Account of the Afliilances I have had in the 
Performance. I fhall do this in very few 
Words; for, when a Man has noDefign, but 
to fpeak plain Trudi^ he may fay a greac 
. deal in a very narrow Compais. I have, in 
the Dedication of the firft Volume^ made my 
Acknowle<^gments to Dr. Swift, whofe 
pleafant Writings, in the Nanne of Bicker- 
fiaff^ created an Inclination in the Town to- 
wards any thing that cduld appear in the 
fame Difguife. 1 muft acknoWledge alfo, 
that, at my firft entering upon this WorM 
certain uncommon Way of XhiidLtng^ *"^ 
a Turn int Converfation peculiar to that a- 
greeable Gentleman, rendered his Company 
very advantageous to one, whofe Imagina- 
tion was to be continually employed upon 
•obvious and common Subjefts, though at 
the fame time obliged to treat of them j^ 
a new and unbeaten Method. His Verfes 
on the Shower in TowHy and the Dcfcripi^ 
of the Mornings are Inftances of the Happj* 
nefs of that Genius, which could raife fuch 
pleafing Ideas upon Occalions fo barren to 
an ordinary Invention* "" '^ ,^ 
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TKf Tatler relating to the fitme Sahfift eowUnnei in tht^ 
Letter to tU Lord ittgb Treajurer, -was thought proper to 
if prefixed to the faid Letter. Jt is iveU known, that the 
Author -writ feveral Tstlers, and fime Spcftators ; and fur- 
9^ed Hkfts for matr^ more, ParticuUrfy, The Tablet ot. 
fame, The life and Advenmres of a shilling. The Account 
of £ngland by an Indian King, and fome others* Bntt^ 
as vje are informed^ he would never tell m }tfi. Friends tkt . 
pPTikidar papers. 



j^rom my own Apartment Sept. 27;- 

THE.foXicmng Letter > hath laid before iw 
many great and manifeft Einls, <in the World' 
of Letters^ which I had ovexlooked ; bat 
they open to me a very buTy Scene, and it will.rt- 
qnire no fmall Care and Application to amead Eraors 
which are. become fo nniverfal. The Afiedatton of- 
Politeneis, is expofed in this EpiiUe.with a^great deal 
of Wit aiid Dircernment ; lo that whatever Difcourfcs 
I may fall into hereafter upon the Sulne^ the: Writer 
treateth of, I fhall at prefent lay the Nlatter before the 
Wottd, without theleaftAI^ecatioAfioiathe Wocda 
of my CotrefpOndedt^r 
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To Isaac Bicil£R8taff Efq; 

SIR, 

* nr^ HERE are fome Abnfes among us of grea#: 

* X Confequence,. the Refbrmadoii of which, is 

* |Rroperly your Proviflce ; idt&odgh, as far as I. have 

* been converfant in your Pampers, you have not yet 

* confidered them. Thefe are the deplorable Ignorance 
' that for fome Years hath reigned among our EngUfif 

* Writers ; the great Depravity of onr l^fte ; and the 

* continual Corruption of our Style. I fay nothing 
'here of thofe who handle particular Sciences, Divi- 
*"^ity. Law, Phyfick, and the like ; I mean the Tra- 
*- ders in Hiftoiy and Politicks, and the SeiUs Lettres ; 

* together with thofe by whom B^ks 'Are not tran- 

* flared, but (as the common Expreffions are) Dom out 
*■ of French, Latin, or other Languages, and made 
^riglijb. I cannot but obferve to yoo, that, until of 
^iate Years, a Gtuh-ftreet Book was always bound in 

< Sheep-ikin, with fuitable Print and Paper ; the Price 
' never above a Shilling ; and taken off wholly by 

* common Tradefmen, or Country-pedlars. Bat now 
' they appearin all Sizes and Shapes, and in all Places: 

< They are handed about from Lap^s in eveiy Cof- 

< fee-houfe to Perfons of Quality ; are fhewa in Wtfi* 

* mUnfier^haUy and the Court o/Requefts. You may fee 
' them gilt, and in Royal Paper of five or fix hundred 

* Pages, and rated accordingly. I would engage to 
*''ftirni(h you with, a Catalogue of EnMh Books, pu- 
' bliflied within the Compafi of feven Years paft, which, 
** at the firft H^d, would cod you to hundred Poundf ; 
^wherein you fiiall not be able to find ten Lines togfS- 
^'ther of common Grammar or common Senle. 

* These two Evils^ Ignorance, and Want of Tafe,' 

< have produced a third;, I mean the continual Cor* 

* ruption of our fxr^/i^ Tongue; which, without fome 

* timely Remedy, will liiffer more by the falfeRefine- 

* ments of twenty Years paft, than it hath been im- 
^ ^rovedin the foregoing btondrcd; And du9 is wM 



If»23&. T&TATLER. 

* I deiign dtidly to enlarge upon ; leaTiiig ihe former 

* £vil8 to yom Animadv^on. 

* But, inftead of gmng yo« a Lift of the late Re- 
^ finettiettts crept into our Language ; I here fend yow 

* the Copy of a Letter I received fome time ago from, 
^a moft accodi{^ed Pcrfon in this Way of Writing ;, 
^ apon whidi I (hall make fome Remarks. It is m* 
*tbcfeTerm»: x 

SIR, 




'^I cttnU <*V, that's foxx, — Ti^M.begins to gffn/eJ/Am,. 

* bccaufc Jhe's going with the ?/«w>«'s.— 'Tis faid 

* tBe French Kkig will hamUusdi itf a^, which €Mffe$ 
' mwf Sptadationi, Tfie 7^/^/, and others of that 

* Ki^^ are very uppi^t and ii//«r 4^V/« as. you may- 
' fee by their P&itsx's^ ^i// ftowr</ baa got the- 

* Hi^s, havy^ loft to the ^r of five htHfcdr'd Pouirf^ 

* '^' he Qnderftands Play v&y well, i*r ^^^ ^/Air. 
' He has ptomis'^t me upon Rff^ to leave off Play %. 
' but you know 'tis a Weakneia he's sqg^t to ^ow impp, 
' /^«' he has a» much Wit^aia any Man, m bod;^ more. 
*^He ha» lain nxog. erer fin«e*-— -»Th© Afotfs very 

* quiet With us now— ^I believe you tbo't lUmifr'Jt 

"you in my laft like a Onmtry Fui^-^Jhaiit leave tho: 
*^Towa this Month/ ^r* 

THIS Letter ia^in efery Pointan admirable Pattmir 
of the prefeat polite Way of Writing ; nor is it of kla . 
Authority for being an Epiftle : You oiay.gadior every 
Slower of it, wid^ a thoufand more of equal Sweetniefs^ 
^iQ ^ Books, Pamphlets^ and fin^e Papers, ofBnred 
Bs every Day in the Coffee^hottfes : And diefe are the 
Beauties introduced to fupply the Want of Wit, Senle^ 
Homoor and Learning ; which formerly were looked 
vpon as QmdificatBtm&ior % Wntar. If a Man of Wlt^ 
who diedforty Years ago^ were to rife from the Grave 

oa. 
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9n Puxpofe ; how woidd he be able to read this Let- 
ter ? And after he had got through that Difficolt^r 
. how woidd he be able to underftand it ? The firft 
Thing that ilriketh xpur Eye, is the Breah at the End 
of almoft every Sentence » of wluch I know not the 
Ufe, only thatit is a Refinemen^^and very frequently 
p^aifed. Then you will obferve^ihe Abbreviations 
and Eliiions, by which Confonants of moft obdurate 
Sound are joined together, withoutone foftening Vow- 
el to intervene : And aR this only to make one ^Uable 
of two, directly contrary to the Example ofiheGmh 
snd Romans ; altogether' of the Gothic Strain, and a 
natural Tendency towards relapfing into Barbarity, 
which delighteth in Monofyllables, and uniting of 
mute Confonants ; as il is obfervable in -all the North" 
em Laneuages;. Aiid this is ftill more vifible in tHe 
next Retoejaent^ which conMeth in pronouncing tfie 

* firft Syllable in a Word that hath many, and^ifmiffiiig 
the reft j^fuch as Pkixx, Hiffsj Mohh, P^^yRep, 2M 
many more; when we are already overloaded wifli 
Monofyllables, which are the Difgraee of ourLan^ 
guage. Thus we* crany 0^ Syllable^ and oat of tHe 

: i:eft ; as the Owl fattened her'^ioe: after fhe had bit 

• off their Lep;s, to prevent thenr from* ronning away; 

• and if ours be thefanie ReafonformainHng of Word^f 
k^wilL certainly anfwer the Eiid, for 1 am for^^^ 
other Nation will defire to borrow them. Some 

* Wordi are hitherto but fairly fplit; and Aercfore 
only in their Way to Perfedtion \ 2a Ineog, and Pltrd' 

{o"a : But in a (hort time, it is to be hoped, they will 
le further docked ^ to Inc and PJm. This Reflexion 
•had made-me, of late Years,, very impatient for '^ 
a Peace ; which I believe would fave": the Lives of 
many brave. Words, as well as Men. The Wa^feft™ 
. introduced .Abundance of Polyfyllables, which will 
never be able to live many more Campaigns; %^' 
latiofiSy Operations^ PrelminarieSy AmbaffMhrSt Palafr" 
doesy Cenmnancation^ CircumuailatioHj Battalions, ^ 
SKomcnma a&they- aiv, if they attack us too fifeqoent^ 
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in oar Ck^flTee-hoafes, we (hall certainly put them t» 
Flighty and cot off the Rear. 

The third Refmementobfervable in the Letter I fend 
you, conMeth in theChoice of certain Words invented 
hyfomefreityFelUws, inch as Sattfer,Bamh€Uzie^ Ccwh 
tpy Put, and Kidney, iu it is there applied ; fome of 
which are now ftrug?ling for the Vogue, and others 
are in Poileffion of rt« I have done my utmoft for 
fome Years paft, to-ftop Ae Progvefs of Mob and Bat" 
ter ; but have bemi plaiilly borne down by Numbers, 
aad betrayed by tho(e who presiiied to affift me. 

In the laft-Place, yon are to take Notice of certain 
choice Phraies fcaittered through the LOftter; fome of 
them tolerable enough, until they Were worn to Rags 
by fervile Imitators. You might eafily find them, al« 
though ^ey were not in a dimrent Print ; and there- 
f«Fe I need not dtfturb them. 

Th BSE are'the falfe Refinements in our Style, which 
yon ought to corred : Firft, by Arguments and fair 
Means ; but if thofe fail, I think you are to make Ufe 
of yoar Authority as Cenfer, and by an annual Index 
Expurgatorius, expunge all Words and Phrafes that 
are o&nfive to good ScxiSe, and condemn thofe barba- 
rous Mutilations of Vowels and Syllables. In this laft 
Point, the nfual Pretence is, that they fpell as they 
fpeak ; A noble Standard for Language f To depend 
upon the Caprice of tVQty Coxcomb ; who, beCaufe 
Words are the Cloathing of our Thoughts, cuts them 
OBt, and fhapes them as he pleai'eth, and changes them 
oftener than his Drefs. I believe, ail reafonabfe People 
would be content, that fuch Refiners were more fparing 
of their Words, and liberal in their Syllables. On this 
Head, I fhould be glad you would beilow fome Ad- 
vic&opon ievipral young Readers in our Churches ; who 
coming up firom the Univeriity, full fraught with Ad- 
miration' of our Town Politenefs, will needs corredl the 
Style of their Prayer-books. In reading the Abfoluti- 
on, they arc very carefii to fay Pardcns and Ahfolmes ; 
and in the Prayer fcr the Royal Family, it muft be en* 
^.m, mkh^um, fro/per'umf and brin^um. Then, an 

their 
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fheir Scrmoas they ufe aH Itie laodcmTeriits of Art; 

^i6iam, ^off/^, Mo&, BMU, BuUj^ Cuttimg^ Shuffling, 
and Pmlming: All widch, aiid ma^y more of the like 
Stamp* as I have heard them often ia the Pulpit Eom 
fame young Sofdiifteis; to I have read them ia fomeof 
^ih^ Sgrmofu tbaf h0v$ mmdt^a gr$ai Noife of iate. The 
]>eiifftisit feemed^ u to avoid the droadful Iraputati- 
-on orPedantry j-to ihew.iis, that they kna^ tht Tvwn, wh 
'^fimdMtn mdMMmiri^ and haV« not been poring 
'upon old ii»faOu<Mfiiible Awks in the Univerfity. 

I ihoold be glad to fise yon the Infbvment of io* 
^odadag into our Style, that Simplicity which is thfi 
4)eft and tnidl Ornament of moft Things ia huniaa 
"Life* which the politer A«$ always aiincd at is their 
building and Drefs, \SimpUx munditiU) as well as their 
f CQdu£bons of Wit. It is manifeft, that all new af- 
feded Modes of Speech, ^MKhether borcowedfiom the 
-Court, the Town, or the Theatre, are the &rft penlh- 
ing Parts in any Language ; and» as I couU prove hy 
many hundred Inftances, have been to in ours. The 
Writings oiHoohr^ who was a Cppntiy CkrgpoDt 
-and of ?^»^^ejefuit, both inthe Reign of Qoeen 
Elizabeth | are in a Styles that, with very few ^Jlow^ 
ances, would not o&nd any p^ient Reader; much 
more clear and intelHgible thaA.thoje of Sir H. tFooftK, 
$ir Roiert Niumton^ C^unif Damei dte Hitoian, aod 
feveral others who writ later ; but jbeing Men /of the 
'Court, and affe£Ung the Phrafcs then in J^afluon ; thef 
are ofteneither not to be uiides£ood# orappeaf perf^ 
<ly ridiculous. 

What Remedies aK to be applied to thefe Evih, I 
have not Room to coniider ;. having, I fear, ahea^f 
taken up moH of .your Paper. Beiides, I ^inhitif 
our Office only to reprefent Aba&s^ aad ^oun IP ^. 
"drefs them. 

I am, irvith great Refpe£l> 

TtmrSf Sec. 
THB 
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N. B. The two following Tatle^s are 
not in the Volumes publiflicd by Sir 
Richard Steele. 
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'Laciratqu^y trahitque 
IdolleJ^ecm. — -^ Virg, 



From TuefaU^^ Jm. 23. to Saim-day, [Jan. zj. 1710I 

AMONGST other Severities I have met 
with from fome Criticks; the cruelleft for 
/ an old Man is, that they will nor let me 
^ <!^iet in my Bed, bat purfue me to my very 
•Dfeams. I mull not dream but when they pleafe, 
por apon long continued' Subjefts, however viftonary 
^ their own Nature j becaufe there is a manifeft 
'IJoral quite through them, which to produce as m 
J^reajn is improbable and unnatural. The Paih 
* 'njght have had froa this Objeaion, is prevented 
yoL.L S ^ by 
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by confidering they have mifled another, againft which 
I (hould have been at a Lofs to defend myfelf. They 
might have afked me, Whether the Dreams I pu- 
bliJi canproperijc be called Lncuhationst ^kich.k the 
Name I have given to ill my Papers,* whether in 
Volumes or Half-iheets : So manifefl a Contradidion 
in Termhiis, that I wonder no Sophifter ever thooght 
cf it : But the other is a Cavil. I remember when 
I was a Boy at School, Ihave often dreamed oat the 
«vhole Paiiages of a Day; that I rode a Journey, 
baited, fupped, went t6^B.ed,*^nd rofe the next Morn- 
ing: And I have known young Ladies who could 
dream a whole Contexture of Adventures in one 
Night, larger enougH to make a NoveL Jn YouA 
the Imagination is ilrong, not mixed with. Cares, nor 
tinged with thofe Paffions that moft diflurt and con- 
found itj fuch as Avarice, Ambition, and many 
others. Now, as old Men are ikid .to grow Children 
again, fo, In thijs,Article.ofDrean)ing, I am returned 
to my Childhood; My Imagination is at full Eafe, 
ivithout Care, Avarice or Ambition, to clog it; by 
^hichf ajnong many others, I have this Advantage, 
of doubling the fmall Reniainder of my Time, and 
livipg-four and twenty Hours fti the Day. However, 
the Dream I am going now to relate, is as wild as 
can well be imagmed, and adapted to pleafe thefe 
Re/iners upon Sleep, without any Moral that I caa 
difcover, v 

* * It happened thaTt my Maid left on the Table in 

* my Bed-chamber, one of her Story-books (as flie 
'calls them^ which I took' up,' and. found /ull of 

* flrange Impertinence, toed to ^er Tafle and Condi' 

* tion ; -of poor Servants wfho came to be Ladies, and 

* Serving-men of Iwu Degree ^ who married Kinp 
< Daughters. Among other Things, I met this fage 
^ Obfervation i That a Lion would never hurt a tnie 

* Virgin. \\^ith this Medley of Nonfenfe in my Fancy 

.« I went to Bed, and dreamed that a Friend waked 

/^e jn the Morning, and propofed for Paftifflc tP 

\^ /pend a Jew Houn ia feeing the Fariih-Iionsy which 
* * he 
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^he had not done fince he icame to Town ; snd be-^ 
caufe they ihewed but once » Week, he would noft^ 
mifs the Opportunity. I faid, I would humour himj 
althbugh, to fpeak the Truth,* I was not fond of 
thoie cniel Spectacles ; and if it wese not fo antient 
a Ciiftom,- founded, sal had heard^opon the wifeft 
'Maxims, I Should be apt to cenfarethe Inhamaaity 
of thofe who introduced it. All thi« would be a 
Riddle to the waking Reader, until I ^ifcover the 
Scene my Imagination hath formed upon the ivlaxim; 
That a Lion would never hurt ~a true Virgin. I 
dreamed, -that by- a Law oflmmemorial Time, a 
He^lton^ was kept in tvRty Parifh^at the common 
Charge^ saadi in a Place provided^^ adjoining to the 
Chorch-yard : That, before- any< one- of 3ie Fair 
Sex was married, if (he affirmed herfelf to be a Vir<t 
gin, fhe muft on her > Wedding-day, and in her 
Wedding- doaths, perform the Ceiemony of going 
alone into the Den, and ilay an Hour with the Lion 
let loofe, and kept f^fting four and twenty Hours on 
purpofe^.. At a proper Height, above the Den, were 
convenient Galleries for the ^Relations and Friends of 
the young Couple^ and open to.*ftU SpeSafiors. No 
^Maiden was forced to^offer herfelf to the Lion ; but 
if ihe refufed, it was a Difgrace to marry her, and 
every one might have Liberty^ of calling her aWhore; 
And methought it was as ufual a Diveriion to fee 
the Pariih-lions, as- with -us* to ga to^ an Opera: 
And it was reckoned convenient to be near the 
Church, either for marrying th&.Virgin» if iheefca- 
ped the Trials- or for burying her l^es when the 
I'ion had djevouredthe vcA-, as he conilantly did* 
To go on therefore with the- Dream : * We calledr 
'^ (as I remember) to fee St. Drnfian^^Lion, but 
"we were told they did not ihew to- day : From 
thence we went to Covent''Gardar, which, to. my 
'great Surprize, we found as lean as a Skeleton^ 
>hen I expeded quite the contrary ; but the Keeper 
^aad, it was no Wonder at all, becadis the poor Bead 

^^had not got an Ounce of Woman's Fleih fince h» 
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came into tlie Pariih. Tlus amaaed me more than 
the other, and I was forming to myfelf a mighty 
Veneration for ^e Ladies in that Quarter of the 
Town^ when the Keeper went on, and faid» ht 
wondered the Parifh would be at the Charge of 
maintaining a Lion for nothing. Friend, (£aid I) 
do yoo caU it nothing to joftify the Virtue of fo 
many Ladies, or hath yonr Lion loft his diftinguifli- 
ing Faculty ? Can there be any thing more for the 
Honour of your Parifli^tfaan that ail the Ladies mar- 
ried in yonr Church were pure Virgins ? That is 
tme, (faid he) and the Do&or knowedi it to his Sor- 
row ; for there hath not been a Couple married^in 
our Church iince his WoHhip came amongHns.* The 
Virgins hereabouts are too wife to venture the Claws 
of the Lion ; and becaufe no body will marry theni» 
have all entered into Vows of Virginity. So that in 
Proportion we bare much thelargeft Nunnery in 
the whole Town. This Manner of Ladies entering > 
into a Vow of Firgimty, becaofe th^ were not Fir-^ 
ginSf L eafily conceived ; ami my Dream told me, 
that the whole Kingdom was fuU of Nntameries; 
^ plentifully ftocked from the £ttne Heafott.- 
: • * We went to fee another Lion, where we found 
.*• much Company met in the Gallery : The Keeper 
^ told us, we ihould fee Sfcr4 enoogh, as he called it i 
^' and in a litde Time, we faw a young beaudfoi La-^ 
f dy put intp the Den, who walked up towards th^ 

* Lion- witb all imafnnable Security in ^ber rCbunte' 
' nance, and looked fmiling tipen bar Lover and 

< Friends in the Gallery ; wbich I tliottght nothing ex^ 

* traordinary, becaufe it was' never known that any 

* Lion had been miftaken. But however, we were all 

< difappmnted ; for th& Lion lifted op his right Pai^, 

* which was the fatal Sign, and advancing forward, 

* feized her by the Arm, and began to tear it : The 
f poor Lady gave a terrible Shriek, and cried oat, 

< The Lum isjufi, lam na. true Virgin i Oh! S^^fhoy 
^ S^pho :. She could fay no mon» ; for the Lion gave 
^ her ikC'Cwf^i Gtacf, by a Sqaeeae in the Throat, 

V o * and 
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and <he expired at life Feet. The Keeper draggtcf 
away her Body to feed the Animal after the Com- 
pany ihould be gone j for the Parifh- lions never u- 
fed to eat in pablick. Aftet a Kttlfc Paufe, another 
Lady came on towards the Lion in the fame manner 
as the former : We obferved the Bea(f fmell her witK 
great Diligence; he fcratched both her Hands witK 
lifting them to his Nofe, and laying one of his Claws 
on her Bofom, drew Blood: however he let her 
go,^nd at the fame time nimed from her with a 
Sort of Contempt, afwhich fhe was not a little 
monifiedt ^^ retired ^th fome Confiifion to her 
Friends in the Gallery. Methoaght the whole Com- 
pany irnmediately underftood the Meaning of this ; 
that the- Eaflnefs of the^Lady had fuflered her to ad- 
init certam imprudent and dangerous Familiarities, 
bordering too much upon what is criminal; neither 
was it fure whether the Lover then prefent had not 
ibmeSkarers with him in thoie Freedoms^ of whicH 
^ Lady can never be too faring. 

* This happened to be an extraordinary Dky ; foi 

* ihiri^>Lady tome^ into- the Den,* kughing loud/ 
]^aying'Wttliiher4Ran, tofiing her Head, andfmiling 
round on the young Fcllows^in'the GaHery. How- 
ever the Lion leaped on her'\wth great Fury, and 
we gave her for gone ; but on a ludden he let go 
his-Holdy turned from her as *if he were naufeated^ 
.^B he gave her a La(h with his Tail ; after which" 
^ returned to the Gallery, not the lead: out of 
Countenance: And this itifeemeth was the. nfuat 
Treatment of Goduety. '' ' 

*' I thon^t we Jiad now feen enough; but my 
Friend would needs have us go and vifit one or two 
^ions in the City, We^ called at two or three 
^eos where they happened not -to ^fliew; but we 
generally, found half a Score young Girls, between 
^^tandeleiren years old,. playing^ with each Lion; 
^ttittff on his. back, r. and putting the^ Hands into 
' his Mouth i ibme of them would now and ^en^et ^ 
t Sccatch> bat we-always difcovered, -upon examining'^ 

S 3 t tiiat 
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thaf they had been hoydening widi die yoimg Ap- 
prentices. One of them was calling to a pretty Girl 
about tyvelve Years old, who ftood by as in the Gal* 
lery, to come down to the Lion, and upon her Re- 
fufal, faidy Mi/s Betty, *wi coidd rwwr git you to come 
near the Lion fince you played at Hoofo and Hide ndth 
my Brother in the Garret. 

* We followed a Couple, with the Wedding-folks, 
going to the Church of St. Mary Ax. The Lady, 
although MTell ftricken in Years, extremely crooked, 
and deformed, was drefTed out beyond the Gsdety 
of Fifteen; having jumbled together, as I imagined; 
all the taudry Remain^ of Aonts, Godmothers, and 
Grandmothers, for fome Generation^ paft : C^of 
the Neighbours whifpered me, that ihe was an old 
Maid, and had the deareft Reputation of any in the 
Parilh. There is nothing ilrange in that, thought I, 
but wa6 very much furprifed, .when I obferved af*^ 
terwards that (he went towards the Lion widi Vfir 
truft and Concern. The Beaft was lyii^ down \ 
but upon Sight of her, fnu/Fed up his No(e two or 
three Times, and then giving the Sign of Death, 
pi^oceeded inftantly to &cecution. In fche midft of 
her Agonies, (he was heard to nam^ the Woids^ 
Italy and Artifices, with the utmoft Horror, and k^ 
veral repeated Execrations. And at laft concluded. 
Fool that 1 was, to f¥t fo much Cm^dtstee in the 
Jot^buefs of mf SJtin. 

* The Keepei; immediaiely fet. all ift josder again 
fo» aaochev Cuftooif r» which happened Jto- be a fa-^ 
moos Prude, whom her Par.ent8 amr long Threaten^ 
ingsi and much Rer&iafion, had:with thecxtremeft 
Difficulty prevailed on to accept a young handfon^ 
Goldfmith, who^ might have pretended to^fivetiitte^ 
her Fortune. Tjie Fadbert and Mothecs in the 
Neiebbpurhood ufed to c^pte-her far an Enmpl^ 
to their Oavghters^ Her Elbows. woe jisetfedto 

her Sides s find her whole Pcrfpn ta osdtndjiM to ta^ 
form every body that ihe waa^ afraid they f^^^ 
tttuchher^ Sheoalydz]6ad«d(o»p|ioacl^tbeIioD». 

* hecaaw' 
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* becanfe it was a He one, and abhoired to think 

* a Male Animal (hould prefume to breathe upon her. 
' 1 he Sight of a Man at twenty Yards Diilance made 

* her draw back her Head. She always fat upon the- 

* farther Comer of the Chair, although there were fix 

* Chairs between her and her Lover, and with the 

* Door wide open, and her little Sifter in the Room» 

* She was never faluted but at the Tip of her £ar ; 

* and her Father had much a-db to make her dine 
' without her Gloves, when there was a Man at Table. 

* 9he entered the Den with fome Fear, whkh we 

* took to proceed from the Height of her Modefty, 

* offended at the Sight of fo many Men ^n the Gal* 

* lery. The Lion oeholding her at a Diftance, im* 

* mediately gave the deadly Sign ; at which the poor 
' Creature (methinks I fee her ftill) mifcarried in a 

* Fright before us all. The Lion feemed to be as 

* much furprifed as we, and gave her Time to make 
' her Confeilion ; That Jh€ was Jht Months gone hy 

* the Foreman of her Father's Shop : That this ivas her 

* hig Belly ; and when her Friends aiked, why ihe 

* ihould venture the Trial ? She faid, her Nurfe a/- 

* fiarei her^ that a Lion <woisld never hurt a Wonuae 
/ 'with ChiU^'* Upon this I immediately awaked,. 

and could not help wifhing, that the Deputy-Cenfom 
of my late Inititntion were endu^ with the famclni^ 
fiinft as thefe Pariih-lions^ < 
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TH.OBE inferior Duties of Life. which the 
French call let petites Morses ^ or: the finaHet 
M(»als, are with us diftingniihed by the 
Name of good Manners, or Breeding. This Hook 
Qpon, in uie general Notion of it/ to be a Sort of 
artificial gdodSeniey adapted to the meaneftCa^ 
padtiea; and iatrodnced to make Maiokind eafy ill 
dieir Coiniherce with 'each odier. Low and little 
UnderftandingSy without feme Rules of this Kind^ 
woald be perpetnally wandering into e thooianiL 
Indecencies ana Irregularities in Behaviour; and, vk. 
their ordinary Converfadon, fall into the fame boifler» 
oas Familiarities that one obferveth amongft them,, 
when a Debauch hath quite taken away the Ufe of 
their Reafon« .In otdier Inftances, it is odd to. confix 
^9 thatyjsr Want of common Diici^tioa, the w)r 
^nd-of good Breeding is wholly perverted ; and Civility^ 

intended 
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intended to make us eafy, is employed in laying; Chain' 
and Fetters upon as, in debarringns of our Wimes, and 
incroffingourmoft reafonableDeiiresand Inclinations. 
This Abufe reigneth chiefly in the Country, as I found 
to my Vexation, when I was laft there, in a Viiit I 
made to a Neighbour about two Miles -from my Goa- 
iin. As ioon as I entered the Parlour, they pot me 
into the great Chair that, flood dofe by a huge Fire, 
and kept me there by Force, until I was almofl ftiiHed. 
Then, a Boy came in great Hurry to pull off my 
Boots, which I in vain oppofed; urging, that I mull 
return fbon after Dinner. In the. mean -time, the 
good Lady whifpered her eldeft Dau^ter, and flipped 
a Ksy into^ lier Hand. Th^ Giii returned inftandy 
with ^a Beer-glafs half full ef //ftiui MirakiUsmi 
Syrrup of Giliy-flowers. I took- .as much as I had a 
mind for ; but Madam vowed I fliould drink it off, 
(for<>flie was. fore it wonlddo me. Good after coming 
out of the cold Air) and I was forced to obey ; which 
abfolutely took away my Stomach. When Dinner 
c^me in» I had' a mindto fit at a Diftaace from -the 
Fire ; but they tcddme^ it was as much as my li/e 
was worth, and fet me with my Blick juft againft^lt 
Although my Appetite were quite gone, I refolved to 
force down as much as I^conld ; and deiired the Leg 
of a Pullet« . Indeedr Mr. Bickerfti^^ fays the Lady, 
yon muft eat a^Wing to obKge me ; and io put a 
Couple upbamy Plate^ L^was perfecnted at this^ate^ 
dunne the whole MeaL At often as I called fbs 
Small* beer, fehe Matter tipped the Wink, and the Ser* 
vant brought me a.Brinmier of OSoher. Some time 
after Dinner^ I ordeced my Couiin's Man who came 
with me^ to get ready die Horfes ; but it was Tefolved 
I fliottld not ftir that Night i and when I (eemed pretty 
much bent upon going, they ordered the Stable Doof 
to be locked.; .and the Childna hid my Cloak and 
Boots. The next.Queflion was, what I would have 
for Supper ? I iaid I never eat any thing at Night ; bat 
was at laft in my owni>efence^ obliged to name the £rft 

. Thing 






Thing that came into my Head. After diree Hours 
fpent chiefly in Apologies for ray Entertainment^ iqii-- 
nuadag to roe, * That, this was t&e worflTimo ^f 
' the Year.. for JPfOviiions ; that they were ,at a great 
' Diilance from any Market ; that, they were afraid 
* I fhould he flarved ; and chat, they knew they kept 
' me to my Lofs;' the Lady went and left me to her 
Hulband (for they took fpecial Care I fhould never be 
alone). As foon as her Back was turne4». the Jitd^ 
MiiTes xan |^ckwar48iand ferwards every Mon^t^ 
and conftantly as they -came Jn or A^ent out, ^ade ^ 
Courtefy dijedly a|t mcj, wii^h in good Jvianaiersi w^s 
forced to r^urn wifh. a Bow, saiiTottr fftimhkS^ifviivrtig 
ffetty Mi/s. £xa£ily at Eight the Mother rime i^p^ 
and difcovered by xhe Redpefs^of her ^Ace,rthat Supt 
per was not far offl It was twice as large as the Din- 
ner; and my sPer&cutipn double^ ^n Proportion. \ 
defired at mY . i^uialJiotirrto go to m^^^ppfp, ana 
was.conda£ted to my Chamber by.th^ Gentkman, his 
i^a^y^^nd the whole Train of Children. , Th^y iok^ 
portuned ipe to drink fpmething i)efore I^vent.to Bed^ 
and,* uponmy refafing, at laft left a Bottle of Stingolvm 
they called it, for fear I (hoidd wake and he thirfly int 
the Night. 1 was forced in the Morning to rife and 
drefs,myfrlf.ui.the Dark, becaufe they would not fuf- 
fi^r my Kini^nan's Servant, to diflurb me at the Hour 
1 defired to . be called. . I wjs now refolved to break 
throi^h all Meaiiires to get away.; and, a&er fitting 
down to a monibrous Bre^aA of cold Beef, Mutton, 
Neats-tongaes,< Venifon-pafty, and flale Beer, took 
Leave of the Faij^ily. But the Gendeman would 
iieeds fee me Part of my W^y ; and carry me a fhort 
^ut through his own Grounds, which he told me 
WQuld.iavie half a Mile's riding. This lall Piece of 
Ciiyiii^ had like to have.coft me dear, being once or 
twice in J)angcr of my Keck, by leaping over hia 
Ditches, and at laft forced to alight in the Dirt ; when 
my Horfe, having flipped his Bridle, ran away, and 
•^k as up more than an Hour to recover him again. 

It 
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' It is evident, that none of the Abfardities I met 
'iVith in this Vifit proceeded from an ill Intention, but 
iiroih a wrong Judgment of Complaifance, and a Mif- 
application in the Rules of it. I cannot fo eafily e^- 
xme die more refined Criticks upon Behaviour, who 
having profefled no other Study, are yet infinitely 
defe6hve in the mod material Parts of it. iW FaJ^en 
liath.been bred all his Life about Courts and under- 
ibndeth to a Title all the Pundilio's of a Drawing* 
-foorn. He vifiteth moft of the £ne 'Women near 
^t,yamesh; and upon every Occafion fays the cirillcft 
ind fofteft Things to them of any Man breathing, 
To Mr. • Ijfaac ne oweth an cafy Slide in his Bow, 
mnd a graceful Manner of coming into a Room. 
£ut in iome other Cafes -he is veiy far from bein^ a 
well-bred Perfen : He laugheth at M«n of far foperior 
IJnderJffanding t6 his own, for not -being as well 
^reflod as himlHf ; defpifeth idl his Acquaintance who 
kre not ofQuality ; arid in publick Places hath on 
Aafc account often avoided tkldiig notice of fomc 
an;ong the beft Speakers in the Houfe of Commons. 
He raileth ftrenuoufly at both Univerfities before the 
Members t)f either; and is never heard to fwear an 
Oath, or break in upon ReRgion and Morality, ex- 
cept in the Company of Divmes. On the other 
hand, a Man of right Senfe hath aU the Effentials.of 

food Breeding, almough he may be wanting in the 
brms of it. Horatio hath §)ent moft of his Time at 
Oxford. He hath a great deal of Learning, an a- 
greeable Wit, and as much Modefty as may fcrrc to 
adorn without concealing 'his other good Qualities. 
In that retired Way of living, he feemeth to have 
formed a Notion of human Nature, as he hath fo«^^ 
It defcribed in the Writings of the greateft Men ; ^^ 
as he is likely to meet with it in the common Courfe 
^f Life. Hence it is, that he giveth no Offence j hat 
<onvcrleth with great Deference, Candour, and Ho* 

inanity* 

• « 

' * A ftmwi Dancii^'Maftcr m thfi Dajs, 
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manity. His Bow, I muft confefs, is fomewhat 
aukward ; but then he hath an extenfive/ aniverfal, 
and unafie£led Knowledge, which may perhaps, 
a little excufe him. He would make no extraoi* 
dinary Eieure at a Ball ; but I can afiure the Ladies 
in his Behalf, and for their own Confolation, that he 
hath writ better Verfes on the Sex than any Man 
now living, and is preparing Aich a Poem for the 
Prefs, as will tranfimt thdr Fraifes and his own to 
many Generations. 
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AL T H P U G H It wcreagainft my Knowledge^ 
or Advice thatypu entered into Holy Or-? 
Aex», under the p^efent DifpoiUions of Man- 
bnd towards the Church ; yet^ fince it is now fuppofi^d 
too late to recede, (at leaft accprding to the general 
Practice and Opinion) I cannot forbear ofl^rine my 
Thoughts to )(ou upon ^s new- Condition of Lire yoa 
^e engaged in» 

I could heartily, wi(h thafc^ the Circumftances of 
your Fortiuie had enabled ypa to have* continued 
tome years longer in the Univerfity ; at leaft, until yo«t 
were ten Years ftanding ; to have laid in a competent 

T 2 Stock 
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Stock of human Learning, and fome Knowledge !» 

Divinity, before you attempted to appear in the World: 

For, I cannot but lament .ihe common Courfe, which 

at leaft nine in ten of thofe who enter into the Mini* 

iby, are obliged to run. When they have taken a 

Degree^ and are confequentlf «t»vn a Bniden to their 

Friends ; who now. think themfelves fully difcha^ed ; 

they get into Orders as foon as they caii, (upon which 

I ihall make no Remarks), firft folicit a Readerihip, 

and if they be very fortunate, arrive in Time to a 

Curacy here in Town ; or^fe, are fent to be AMants 

in the Coantry, where they probably continue feveral 

Years (many of them their whole Lives) with thirty 

or forty Pounds a Year for their Support^- vndl ihme 

Silhop, who happeneth not'to be over-ftooked withRe- 

lationsy or attached to Favourites, or is content to fup* 

ply his Diocefe without Colonies ixaoi England^ bc« 

ftows them fome inconfiderable Benefice^ when it is 

odds they are already incumbered with a numerpns 

Famihr. I would be glad to know what Intenrali of 

Life (uch Perfonscan poflibly fet^part for limprovc- 

snent of their Minds ; or which Way they could be 

fumifhed with Books ; the Library they brought with 

them from' their College, being ofually not me moft 

numerous, or judidoufly chofen. If fuch Gendemea 

arrive to be great Scholars, it muft, I think, bedthei 

by Means fupematqral, or by a Method altogether out 

m any Road yet known to the Learned. Byyt I-C9Q' 

ceive the Fad direfUy otherwife; and that many o<^ 

them lofe the greateft Part of the final! Pktanee Apy 

received at the Univerfity. 

I take it for granted, that yon intend to purfue the 

beaten Tradt, and are already defirons to be feen lo 

a Pulpit ; only, I hope, yon will think it proi*[ ^ 

paft your Quarantine among fome of the defojate 

Churches five Miles round this Town, where yoo 

may at leaft learn to nadrnd tpjj>eai, before yoo 

Venture to ^xpofe 

Not that thefe 

aMahmuflneeds . _ _ 

difcrecJ 
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difcreet to do fo, before few WitneiTes, and in a feat- 
tered Neighbourhood. And you will do well, if you 
can prevail upon fome intimate and judicious Friend to 
be your conftant JHearer, and allow him with the ut- 
moft Freedom to give you notice of whatever he (haU 
£nd amiis either in your Voice or Gellure ; for Want 
of wEich early Warning, many Clergymen continue 
defedhve^ and fometimes ridiculous, to the End of 
their I^ives : Neither is it- rare to obfervc among ex- 
<$IIent and learned Divines, a certain ungracious Man** 
ncr, or an unhappy Tone of Voice, which they ne- 
ver have been able to fhake oE 

Icould fikewife have been glad, if you Had ap- 
I)lied yourfelf a little more to the Study of the Eng/t/Jlf 
Language,, than I- fear you have done ; the Negleft 
whereof is one of the moft general Defeds among the 
Scholars of this Kingdom, .who feem to have not the 
lead Conception of a Style, but run on in a fiat Kind, 
of Phrafeology, often mingled with barbarous Terms 
^and Expreflions peculiar to the Nation: Neither do I 
perceive, that any Perfon either findeth or acknowled* 
geth his Wants upon this Head, or in the leaft defireth 
to have them fupplied. Proper Words in proper PI aces,' 
niake the true Definidon of a Style : But this would 
require too ample a Difquiiition to be now dwelt on. 
However, I Ihall venture to name one or two Faults, 
which are eafy to be remedied with a Very fmall Por* 
tion of Abilities. 

The firft, is the frequent Ufe of obfcure Terms^ 
which by the Women are called harJ JVordsy and by 
«ie better Sort of Vulgar, Jine Language ; than which 
^ do not know a more univerfal,. inexcufable, and 
linneceflary Miflake among the Clergy of all DiftindU- 
ons, but efpecially the younger Praditioners. I have, 
been curious enough to take a Lift of fevcral hundred 
Words in a Sermon of a new Beginner, which not 
one of his Hearers amon"^ a hundred, could poflibly 
ynderftand : Neither can I eafily call to mind any 
Clergyman of my own., Acquaintance who is wholly 
exempt from this Error ; although many of them agree 

T 3 with. 
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with me in the DHlike of the Thing. Bttt, I am apt to 
pat myfelf in the Place of the Vulgar, and think ma- 
ny Words difficult or obfcure, which ^e Preacher will 
not allow to be fo, becaufe thoie Words are obvious to 
Scholars. I believe the Method obferved by the fa- 
notts Lord falkUmdy in fome of his Writings, would 
not be an ill one for young Divines : I was afiuredby 
an old Perfon of Quality, who knew him well, that 
when he doubted whether a Word were perfectly in- 
teUigible or no, he ufed to confult one of his \iiAfi 
Chambermaids (not the Waiting-woman, becaufe it 
was poffible (he might be converfant in Romances) and 
by her Judgment was guided, whether to receive or re* 
ytOi it. And if that great Perfon thought fuch a Caution 
neceflaiy in Treatiles offered to die learned World ; it 
will be Aire, at leaft, as proper in Sermons, where the 
neaneft Hearer is fuppofed to be concerned; and where 
very often a Lady^s Chambermaid may be allowed to 
equal half the Congregation, both as to Quality and 
Underflanding. But, I know not how it cometh to pafs, 
that Pro&fTors in moft Arts and Sciences are generally 
the worit qualified to explain their Meanings to thofe 
who are not of their Tribe: A common Farmer fhall 
9iake you nnderfland in three Words, that bis Foot h 
out of Joints or his Collar Bone broken \ wherein a Surgeon^ 
after a hundred Terms of Art, if you are not a Scholar, 
(hall leave you to feek. It is frequently the fame C^fe 
ilk Law, Phyfick, and even many of die meaner Arts. 
And upon tliis account it is, that among hard 
Words^ I number likewiie thofe which are peculiar to 
Divinity as it is a Science ; becaufe I have obferved fe- 
veral Clergymen,, otherwife little fond of obfcure 
Terms, yetin their Sermons very liberal of thqfe which 
they find in ecclefiailical Writers, as if it were our Du- 
ty to underftand them : Which I am fure it is not. And 
I defy the greateft Divine, to produce any Law either 
of God or Man, which obligeth me to comprehend 
the Meaning K^Omnifcience, Omnifrefencey Ubiquity^ At*^ 
tribute, beatifick Vifiouy with a thoufand others fo fr«- 
queDtlin Pulpit*; any more than that of Exctntrick^ 

Idio/yncracy» 
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Uofyncracy^ ^ntity^ and the like. I l^iev)^, I may 
venture to iniiil further, that many Terms lifed in 
Holy Writ,. particuWly W St. Paul^ might with, 
more Difcretion be changed into plainer Speech, ex* 
cept when they are introduced as Part of a CJuotatipn*. 
^ I am the more earaeii in this Matter, becaufe it is 
a general Complaint, and the ju^ft in ,the World* 
For a Divine hath nothing to fay to the wifefl Con- 
gregation of any Pariih in this Kingdom, which he 
may not exprefs in a Manner to be underftood by thq; 
meaneft among them* And this Afierdon muft be 
true, orelfe God xequireth more from us than we^aie 
able to perform. However, not to contend whether 
a Logician might pofiibly put a Cafe tliat would ferve^ 
for an Exception ; I will appeal to any Mao of Let-- 
ters, whether at lead nineteen in twejity of thofe per*- 
plexing Words might not be changed into eafy ones^ 
iiich as natorally firft occur to ordinary Men^ andt 
probably did fo at £rft to thofe very Gentlemen^ who- 
are fo fond of the former. 

We are often reproved by Divines from the Pulpits,, 
on account of our Ignorance in Things facred ; and 
perhaps with Juf^ice enough : Howeyesf it is nojL. very 
reafonabie for them to expe£l, that commoxr Mm 
ftottld underiland Expreflions, which are never mad& 
^e of in common Li/e, No Gentleman thinketh it 
fafe or prudent to fe^od a Servant with a MeiTage with-* 
cut repeatiiig it more than once, and endeavouring to 
pQt it into Terms brought down to the Capacity of 
the Bearer : Yet after all this Care it is frequent for 
Servants to miftake,^ and fometimes occaiion .Mifun-- 
derftandings between Friends; although the common 
Doineilicks in fome Gentlemens Families^ may havo 
more Opportunities of improving their Minds, thaw 
the ordinary Sort of Tradefmen. 

It is ufual for Clergymen who are taxed with 
this learned Defe6t, to quote Dr. Tillot/oft, and othepi 
famous Divines in their Defence; without coniider- 
^ng the Difference between elaborate Difcourfes upon 
important Occafions, .delivered^to Princes, or Parlia- 
ments, 
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flienCs^ written With a VieW of being nmde pabliclc ^ 
and a plain Sermon intended for the middle or lower 
Size of People. Neither do they (eem to remember 
the many Alterations, Additions, and Expungings 
made by great Authors in thofe Treatifes which they 
prepare for the Pliblick. Beiides, that excellent Pre- 
late above mentioned^ was known to preach after a 
much more popular Matiner iji the City Congrega- 
tSons^: Arid, if in thofe Parts of his Works, he be 
any where too- obfcure for the Underftandings of 
Aiany, who may be fujppofed to have been his Hear- 
ers t it bught to ^)e- numbered among his. GmiifliDns. 

THE^earof being thought Pedants hath been of 
pernicious Confequence to young Divines. This hatJt 
wifolly ttfkeh mftty 6f theha off fidhi'th'eir' feveref Stu- 
dies in the Univerfityf which they have exchanged*" 
IbrPhys, Pocihs, and Pamphlets, in order tsb qualify 
them for Tea-tables, and Coffec-houfes. This they 
oAiidly eall Polrie Comjerfation, knowing the Worlds and^ 
reading Men inftead of Books, Thefe Accomplilhments, 
when applied in the Pulpit, appear by a quaint, terfe, 
florid Style, rounded into Periods and Cadencies, 
commonly wkhout either Propriety or Meaning. I 
have liftened with my utmoft Attention \for half an 
Hour to an Orator of this Species, without being able 
to underhand, much lefs to carry kway one nngle 
Sentence out of a whole Sermon. Others, to flicw' 
that their Studies have not been confined to Sciences, 
or antient Authors, will talk in the Style of a gaming 
Ordinary, and White-Friars ; where P foppofe the 
Hearers can be little edified by the Terms of Palm- 
ing^ Shufflings Biting^ Bamhouz/ing, and the like, » 
they ^ have not been fometimes converfant among 
Pick- pockets, and Sharpers, And truly as they fay» 
a Man is known by his Company ; fo it fhould fee©, 
that a Man*s Company may be known by his Manner 
of expreffiog himfelf, either in publick Afiemblies, or 
private Converfation. 

It wocdd be endlefs to run over the feveral JDe- 
lefts of Style among us; I fliall therefore fay nothiog 
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•ftBe naoH. and ^cpaultryf (whick are nfnally |atend<r 
cd by ^tfuftian) ; mnch lefs of xht Jlo*venly or i«<<5r* 
.^eff/. Two Things I wilj juft warn yoa againft : The 
jErfl is, the Frequency of fiat unneceiTary Epithets $. 
and the other is the Folly of uiuig old thread-bare 
Phrafes, which will often make yoo go out of youi^ 
Way to find and apply them ; are naufeous to rational 
Hearers^ and will feldom exprefs your Meaning a^ 
well as your own natural Words. 

Althovoi;^ as I have already obferved, our Eng" 
Hjh Tongue be too little cultivatied in this Kingdom ; 
yet the Faults are nine in ten pwing to AiFectationy 
and-not tothe Want of Underftanding- When » 
Man's Thoughts ^re ckar, the pjropereft Words will 
generally offer themfelve^firft; and his owp Judgmeni: 
will direft him in what Order to place them, foa* 
theyp(^ay te bcft underftopd. Where Men err a^ 
gainft this Method, k is ufually on Purjjole, and ta^ 
Jiew their {^earning, their Oratory, their Politcnefs^, 
or di^ir JKlnowledge of the World^ Ii;i ihort^ that 
Simplicity, without which no human Performance 
can arrive to any great P^rfefltion^ i$ no whese morf- 
eminently ufeful tW in this. '. 

I have been confidering that Part of Orator^^ 
which relateth to the. moidng of ihePaffions : This,. 
1 obferve, ^js in Efteem ajad Prafticc amojpg :fom^ 
Church Plvines, as well as among all the Preachers 
ind Hearets of the Fofi^ici or Enmufiafikk Strain. \ 
will here deliver to yau (peihaps v^& more Freedoia 
th.ajti Prudence) my Opimott upon the Point ; 

The two ^reat Oratorj of Gruce and l^owte^ Dfif 
^fthenes jutidlbcerjf, ^Itheiugh each pf them a Leader, 
(or, as the Qreds called it, a Degfage^MeJ in a popu* 
lar S.tate ; yet. &pm to .differ.^ their ^raeticc upo;^ 
Ais Branch of, tfieir Art; The former, who had tq- 
^eal wjth a People of much more Politenefe, Leaming^ 
and Wit, laid the greateft Weight of his QratorjK 
Vpon the Strength othis Arguments pffered to theif 
Vnderilanding ?ind Reaibn : Whereas, TiwAyconiidered 
Ae Difpblitibns of a fincere, more ignoi^ant, a^d IcCf 
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ignorant Man comprehend what is his Duty; and to 
convince him by Arguments, 4rawn to the Level of 
lis Underfbnding, ^tha^ he ought to perform it. . 

But I mud remember/that my Deiign in this P^^ 
vwas not fomuch to inftru^l you in your Buflnefs, either 
ras a Clergyman,' or af^reacher, as to warn you againd 
'ibmerMiftakes, which areobvious to the Generality of 
JBJankind, as well as to me; and we, who are Hearers, 
.may be .allowed to have fome Opportnnities in die 
•Quality <>f being Standcrs-by. Only, perhaps, I may 
now again tranfgrefs, by defiringyou to exprefs the 
.Heads of your Divifions in as few and clear Words, 
as you poffibly can> otherwife, i, and many thoufand. 
^tliers, will never be able to retain them, nor confe- 
jquently to carry away a Syllable, of ^e Sermon. 

I fhall now mention a Particular, wher^n your 
^hole Body will be certainly againfl me ; and the Laity, 
-almoil to a Man, on my Side. However it came about, 
I cannot get over the Prejudice of taking fome litde Of- 
fence at the Clergy, for-perpetually reading their Ser- 
mons ; perhaps, my frequent hearing of Foreigners, 
who never mafceuie of Notes, may have added to my 
Difeuft. And f cannot but think, that whatever is 
read, difFereth as »uch from what is repeated with- 
out Book, as a Copy doth from an Original. At the 
fame time, I am higlily fenfible, what an extreme 
Difficulty it would be upon you to altei* this Method; 
and that, in fuch a Cafe, your Sermons would be 
modi lefs valuable than they are, for Want of Time 
to improve and corred them. I would therefore ; 
gladly come to a Compromife with you in this Mat- | 
ter. I knew a Clergyman of fome Diflin^ion, who | 
appeared to deliver his Sermon without looking int^ j 
his Notes ; which, when I complimented him opp"» | 
he afTured me, he could not repeat fix Lines j b^^ | 
his Method was to write the whole Sermon in al»S^ | 
plain Hand, with all the Forms of Margin, ^^^'• 
graph, marked Page, and the like j then on Suft^^J^ 
Morning, he took Care to run it over five or Cvc Tiines, 

which he could do in an Hour; and when be de^ 
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Ihrered it ; by pretending to torn his Face: from one 
Side to the other, he would (in hjs own ExprefTion) 
pick np the Lines, and cheat his People, by making 
them believe he had it all by Heart. He farther 
added, that whenever he happened, by Negledl; to 
omit any of thefe Circumftances, the Vogue of the 
Fartfi> was^ ourflo&w gtnfe us but an indifferent Sermon 
to'day. Now, among us, many Clergymen adl (b di- 
f e6Uy contrary to this Method ; that n-om a Habit of 
faving Time ai^d Papery which they acquired at the 
Univeriity, they write in fo diminutive a Manner, 
with fnch frequent Blots and Interlineations, that they 
are hardly able to go on without perpetual Heiitations» 
or extemporary Expletives : And I defire to know, 
what can be more inexcufable than to fee a* Divine, 
and a Scholar, at a Lofs in reading his own Compofi* 
tions ; which, 'tis fuppofed, he hath been preparing 
with much Pains and 7hougbty for the InfhiifUon of his 
Jeople. The Want of a little more Care in this Ar- 
ticle, is the Caofeof much ungraceful Behaviour. You 
will obferve fome Clergymen with their Heads held 
down from the Beginning to the End, within an Inch 
of the Cuihion, to read what is hardly legible; which, 
befides the untoward Manner, hinders them from 
making the beft Advantage of their Voice : Others, 
again, have a Trick of popping up and down every 
Moment, from ^tit Paper to the Audience, like an 
idle School-boy on a Repetition-day. 

Let me intreat you therefore, to add one Half- 
"crown a Year to the Article of Paper ; to tranfcribe 
your Sermons in as large and plain Manner as you 
can, and ehher make no Interhneations^ or change 
the whole Leaf : For we, your Hearers, would rather 
you (hould be lefs corre^, than perpetually ftammer- 
ins; s which I take to be one of the word Soleci/ms in 
Rhetorick. And lafBy, read your Sermon once or 
twice, for a few Days before you preach it. To 
which you will probably anfwer fome Years hence, 
^hai it twos hut jufi finified inhen the laft BeH rang $q 

^Churchi and lihall readily believe, but not excufe you. 
you L U I 



I cannot forbear warning you, in the moft earocft 
Manner^ againfl eodeayoiiring at Wit in your Sermons : 
Begaufe, by the Arided Computation, it is very near 
a Millicn to One, that ypu have none ; . and becaafe 
too many of your Calling, ..have confequently made 
themfelves evcrl^ingly ridiculous by attempting it. 
I remember fevejral )'Oung.,JMen.,in tlxis Town, who 
. could never leave the Fulpit undeiT J^alf a Dozen 
Conceits \ and this Faculty adhered to. thoieU^entle- 
men a longer or fhorter Time, exa6Uv in Proportion 
to their feveral Degrees of Dulnefs : Accordingly, I 
am told that fome. of them retain it to this Day. J 
heartily, wifh the ^rood, were ^t, an End* 

B£Fx>RE,you enter into the comnu>n^ uiifulFerable 
,Cant, of taking all Occafions to difparage the Heathen 
^Fhilofophen ; . I hope, you wil] differ from fome of your 
Brethreii, ^y firil inquiring what thofe Philofophtrs can 
fay for themfelves. .The Syilem of Morality to be ga- 
. thered out of the Writings,^ or Sayings of thofe: antient 
. Sages, falleth undoubtedly very mort of that-delivered 
. in the Gofpel ; and wanteth, befides, the divine San- 
,£Uon which our Savioi;ir gave to his. Whatever is 
further related .by the Evangelifls, containeth chiefly 
Mattersof Fad/ ^nd. confequently of Faith; fuch as 
'the Birth^f X^hriit, his being the MeiBah, his Miracles, 
'his Death, KefurredUon, and Afceniion : None of 
^which can properly come under the Appellation of 
human Wifdom, being iiitended only to make us wife 
.unto Salvation. And therefore in this Point, nothing 
..can ]ie jiiftly laid to the Ch^ge of. the Fhikfapbtn^ 
further, than that tliey wece ignorant of certain Fa6b 
which l^appened .Ions after their Death.. But I am 
.deceived, jf a better Comment qould be any^wHere 
.colle£led upon the mpral Part of the Gofpel, than frooi 
the-Writings of thofe excellent Men. ; Even tnat di- 
vine Precept of loving our Eneniies, is at large inflfted 
on by Flato ; who putteth it, as 1 remember,- into the 
Mouth oi Socrates. And as to the RpproacK of Hea- 
' j^henifm, I doubt they had lefs of it than the corrupted 
Jeixjs^ in whofe Time they lived, fof it is a sroft 
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rtcce of Ignorance among as, to conceive, diat, hi thofe' 
polite and learned Ages, even Pcrfons of any tolerable 
Education, much leis the wifeft Philofophers, did ac-' 
knowledge, or worffiip any more than one Almighty 
l^wer, under feveral Denominations, to whom they 
allowed all thofe Attributes we afcribe tothe Divinity. 
And, as I take it, human -Gomprehenfion reacheth no 
^her : Neither did our Saviour think it neceflary to^ 
explain to us the Nature of God ; becaufe, as I fup- 
pofc, it would be impoffible, withbut beftowing on us^ 
other Faculties than we poffefs at prefent. But the 
trneMifery of the Heathen World, appeareth to be 
what I before mentioqedy the Want of a divine San-" 
fijon ; without which, the Diflates of the Philofophers' 
iwled in the Point of- Authority ;- and confequently the* 
Bolk of Mankind lay, indeed, under a great Load of 
Ignorance, even- in the Article of Morality ; but the 
ftilofophers themfeves did not. Take the Matter in • 
this Light, and it will afford Field enough for a Di- 
vine to enlarge on-; by (hewing the Advantages which ' 
the Chriftian World hath over the Heathen ; and the', 
abfolute N«ceffity of divine Revelation, xx> make the 
Knowledge of the true God, and the Practice of Vir-;- 
tne more univerfal in the World. 

I am not ignorant how much I differ in this Opinion^- 
fr<)m fome antient Fathers in the Church ; who arguing 
^ainft the Heathens, made it a principal Topick ta 
^ecry Hieir Philofophy as much 4s they could: Which,' 
f ^ope, is not altogether our prefent Cafe*- Befides> it 
18 to be cottiidered, that thofe Fathers lived in the De- 
fine oiLitiraturei and,- in my Judgment, (who fhould- 
^ nnwiUing to give the leaft Offence,) appear to be ra- 
Aer moft excelknt holy Perfons, than of tranfcendent 
^nius and LeaNiing. Their genuine Writings (for 
»}^ny*of them have extremely fnSsred by fporious Ad- 
ditions) are of admirable Ufe for confirming the Truth- 
of antient Do^ines and iDifeipUne^ by fhewing t^e 
State and Pra^c&ofthe primitive Church. But among^ 
^^ of diem as have fallen in my Way, I do not re- 
tteiaber -any, whofe Manner of-argaing or exhorting I- 
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could btartily recommend to the Imitation of a young 
Divine, whei^ he is to fpeak from tke Pulpit. Perhaps 
I judge too haftily, there being feveral of them, in 
whofe Writings I have made very little Progrefs, and 
in others none at all. For I pemfed only fnch as wev 
recommended to me, at a Time when I had more Lei- 
fure, and a better Difpofition to read, than have fmce 
fallen to my Share. 

To return then to. the Heathen Philofophen ; I hope 
you will not only eive them Quarter, bat make their 
Works a confidera£le Part of your Study. To diefe I 
will venture to add thef)rincipal Orators and Hiftori- 
ans, and perhaps a few of the Poets : by the reading of 
which, you will foon difcover your Mind and Thoaghts 
to be enlarged, your Imagination extended and refined, 
your Judgment directed, your Admiration leiTened, aod 
your Fortitude increafed. All which Advantages mail 
needs be of excellent Ufe to a Divine, whofe Duty it is 
to preach and pradtife the Contempt of human Things. 

I would {xf Something concerning Quotations; 
wbetein I think you cannot be too fparin^, except frook 
Scripture, and the prinutive Writers of the Church. 
h% to the former, when you offer aText as a Proof os 
an Ilkiftration, we your Hearers expe^ to be .fiiidf 
tifed \ and ibmetimes think we have Reafon to com* 
plain, efpeciallyof you younger Divines; which maketh 
ns fear, that fome of you conceive you have.no mofc 
to do than to torn over a Concordance, avd. there ha^ 
vine fonnd the principal Word, introdace-as much of 
the V crfe as will ferve your Turn, although in reality 
it makcth nothing for you. I do not altogether di&p- 
prove the Manner of iote^eaving Texts of Scispture 
through the Style of your Sermons; wherein, however, 
I have fometimes ol^ferved great Inftances of Indifcic- 
tjon and Impropriety ; againii which I thcrefoK veo* 
ture to give you a Caution; • 

As to Quotations from antient Fathers, I thipjp they 

ai'e beft brought in, to confirm ibme Opinion concrO'^ 

verted by thofe who differ from us : In other Gafcs «« 

give you fuU Power tp adopt the Sentence for yont 
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ifm, ratlier diantell as, as St. Aaflin exctllently ol" 
firveth: Bat, to mention in«xlern Writers by Name, or 
ufe the Phrafe of a latw excellent Prelate of our Church, 
and the like, is altogether intolerable ; and, for what 
Reafon I icnow not, ' maketh every rational Hearer 
afhamed. Of no better a Stamp is your Heathen Phi' 
hfiphery and famous Petty and Roman Hijlortan ; at 
leafl in cpmnSon Congregations, who wilt rather be- 
lieve yoa on your own Word, thah on that of PlaS9 - 
<»<• Homer, \ 

I have lived to {tt'Greek ^vA Latin almofl entirely 
driven out of the Ptiljpit ; for which I am heartily glad. 
The frequent Ufe oh the latta* was, certainly a Rem- 
nant of Popery, which never admitted Scripture in the 
▼Qlgar Langua^ ; and I wonder thatPraflice was never 
accordingly obje^ed to as by the Fanaticks: 

The Mention of Qootations puts me- in mind of 
Common- place Books, which h^e been long in UfeT 
by induftnous yoang-Dmnes, and, I faear^- do ilill^ 
continue fo ; I knoW they are very beneficial to* Law- 
yers and Phy'ficians, becaufe they are Colle^ons of 
Fads or CiUes, whereupon -a great Part of their feve- 
ral Faculties depend : Of thefe I have feenfeveral, but 
never yet any written by a Clergyman ; only firom what 
^ am informed, they generally are Extrafls of Theolo- 
gical and Moral Sentences, drawn from Ecdefiafticaf 
and other Authors, reduced under proper Heads ^ 
ufoally begun, and,- perhaps, finifhed, while theCol-'^ 
leCbrs were young in the Churdi ; as being intended 
for Materials, or Nurferies to ftock future Sermons. 
You will obfcrve the wife Editors- of antient Authors, 
when they meet- a Sentence worthy of 'being diftin- 
guiihed, take fpecial Care to have the firfl Word print-* 
ed in Capital Letters, that you may not overlook it f 
Such, for Example, ^as the Inconflancy of Fortune^ the 
Goodnefs of Peace, the Excellency ofWifdomy the Certainty 
of Death ; that Profperity maketh. Men infoUnt, and Ad^ 
'venfity humhle \ Mid the like eternal Truths, which 
every Ploughman knoweth well enough, although ho 
never heard oi Jrifiotk ot Pleuo^ IS Theologicalt 
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Comoion-place Books be no better filled, I tkink tliqr 
had better be laid aiide : And I could wifti, that Men 
o£ tolerable Intelleduals would rathei: troft to their 
own natural Reafon, improved by a general Conver- 
iation with Books» to enlarge on Points which they 
are fuppofed already to underlland. If a rational Man 
readeth an excellent Author with juft Application, he 
Ihall find himfelf extremely improved, and perhaps in- 
fenfibly led to imitate that Author's Perfe£Uons ; al* 
though in a little Time he ihould not remember one 
Wora in the Book, nor even the Subjefi it handled : 
For, Books give the fame Turn to our Thoughts and 
Way of Reaionine, thatgood^and ill Company do to 
our Behaviour andConverfation ; without either load- 
ing our Memories, or making us even feniible of dn^ 
. Change. And particularly, I have obferved in Preach* 
injg;, &at no Men fucceed better than thoie, who tnift 
entirely to the Stock or Fund of their own Reafons 
advanced, indeed, but not overlaid by Commerce widi 
Books. Whoever only readeth, in order to tran&ribe 
wife and ihining Remarks, without entering into the 
Genius and Spirit of the Author; as it is probable he 
will make no very judicious £xtra£l, U> he will be apt 
to truft to that Collection in all his Compoiitions; and 
be mifled out of the regular Way of Thinking, in or- 
der to introduce thofe Materials which he ham been at 
the Pains to gather : And |the Produd of «dl this, will 
be found a manifeft incoherent Piec» of Patchwoi^* 

Some Gentlemen abounding in their Univerfity Em* 
dition, are apt to fill their Sermons with philofophical 
Terms, and Notions of the metaphyfical or abfiraded 
Kind ; which generally have on» AdvanUge, to be 
equally underitood by the Wife, the Vulgar, and the 
Preacher himfelf. I have been better entertained, and 
more informed by a Ch^ter in the PiJ^im'^s Progr^h 
dian by a long Difcourfe upon &e ff^U/ aftd the /wi^ 
If^, and Jtf^ or complex Idim. Others «2aiQ ^^ 
fond of dilating on Matter and MottM, talk mtke/er'> 
iuitous Concow/e of Atoms ^ of Themes, ^aA Plf^emmtMi 

direOly againft the Advice of St. fa$/p who ye^^R* 
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peaftA to hate been cbtkvir&st enough m thofe Kind 
of Studies. 

I do not find that yqa are any where direfled in thd. 
Canons, or Articles^ to attempt explaining the My-^. 
flerie^of the ChriAianReUgion. And, indeed, fmco 
Providence intended there ihould be Myfteries ; I do 
not fee how it can be agreeable to Piety^ X)rtbodoxyy 
or goed Senfo^ to go al^t fnch a Work. For, tor 
me there feesoeth to be a mantfeft Dilemma in the 
Caie : If yon .expUiiii^ them, they are Myfteries nQ» 
longer i if yoit £ail, you have laboured. to no Purpofe^ 
What I ftmld think xnoft veafooable ^nA fafe for 
yott to do» upon this Occafion, is upon folemn Day* 
to deHver the Dodrine as the Church holdeth it, and 
confirm it by SeiifCaiie* -For my -Part, hariiig confi-* 
deiM the Matter impaitially, I can fee no ^reat Rea-* 
ion M^ich thofe Gctmcflien» you call the Free-tkinkersi 
can have fior their Clamonr againft religious Myfie** 
ries % fince it is piain, they were not invented by the 
C^^gy^ to whom they bring no.Profi^ nor acquire 
any Honoort For ei^ery Cleigymanns ready, either 
to ttU us the iitmoft he kooweSi, or toconfefs that he 
doth not onderftand'theBi : Neither is it ihrange,. that 
'there ihcxild be Myileries in Divinity, as wdl as ift 
the CQBMiMMieCt Oipofations of Natnreb 

Ann here. I am at a hob what to fay, upon th«t 
fi^equont Cuftom of preaching againft Atheifm, Dii/m, 
fj^MlMdngy and the IiIm ; as young Divines are par-^ 
tiooiarly fiofnd of dcun^, efpectally when they exercife 
their Talent in Churches, ^qnented by People of 
Quality ; whidi, as it is but an ill Compliment to the 
Aiidience, fo I am under fbme Doebt whether it an« 
(wers the End. fiecanfe, Perfons under thofe Impa« 
tatiotts are genemlly no great Frequenters of Church* 
es» and fo the Congregation is but little edified for 
the. Sake of thcce or four Fools, who are .paft Qracc* 
Neidier do I think it a»y Part of Ptudtnc^y to perplex 
tile Minds of weil-di^ofed People with Doubts, which 
prohabty would never have otnerwife come into their 
Heads. But i am of .opipjom, and^re be pofitivo in 
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ivdiit not one m a faundred of chofe, who pretend t9' 
be Free-tlnnkersy are really fo in their Hearts. For' 
there is one C^fervadon which I nev^ knew to fail, 
and I defire you will exaatint it'in the Courfe of your 
Life ; that no Gentleman of a liberal Education^ and 
vegular in his Morals, did ever profefs himlelf a Fnt^- 
thinker: Where then are theieKindof People td be 
fonnd ? Amongft the worft Part of the Soldiery, made* 
op of PaffeSy younger. Brothers of obfcore FamiUeSy and 
others ofdei^rate Fortunes; or«lie amoogidle Town- 
fops ; and now and then a drunken ^Sqcdre of the.Coan* 
try. Therefiore, nothing can be plainer, dian ihatlgno- 
zance, and Vice, are two Ingredients abiblotely necd\ 
iary in the Compoiition of thofe you generally call 
Fne^thhikenih^vcs iffPsopriety of Speech, ats^wTM" 
trt at all. And, fince I am in ue Way of it, pray cMi- 
der. one Thing ^ther .; As young as you are, yoo can- 
not but hare sdready observed, what a violent Run diere 
is among too many" weak People, againft Univerfity £• 
dttcation : Be firmly afibred, that the whde Cry is made 
up by tjiofcf who were either nerer.fent to a College; 
or^ through theur Lregularities and Stupidity, never 
made the leaft Improvement while they were there. I 
have above fi^rty of the latter now in my Eye ; fevdral 
of them in this Town,- whofe Learnings Mamursy Tiwff- 
f&ance. Probity , Gaoi^natun^ and Pmticks, are all of 
a-piece. Others of them in the Country,' ^ppreffing 
their Tenants, tyrannizing over the Neighboorhoodi 
cheating theVicai;, talking Nonienfe, and getting drank 
at the Seflions. It is fcom fuch Seitainaries as thefe, 
that the World is provided with the feveral Tribes and 
IDenominations Q^Free-thinkers ; who, in' my Judgment, 
are not to be reformed by i^rguments ofiered to p^^^* 
the Truth of the Cbriftian Rtliglon ; becat^, ^afrnng 
will never make a Man corred an illX>pinion, wU<^ 
by Reafoning he never acquired : For,, in the Courie of 
Things, Men always grow vicious before they become 
Unbelievers: But, if you could once convince the 
Town or Country Profligate, by Topidts drawn fio® 

the View Qf tiwirjwa^ir/, Repmotimf Health, and 

- — M/unt(^''^ 
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Jdwmtagi y their InfikUty wo^kl foon drop oS\ .THk» 
I confefs/ is no eafy Taft: ^ becaufe it is almofl in a 
literal Senie, to Jight *uiitb Beajit. Now, to make 
it dear, that ^e are to look for no other Orieinal of 
this InfideUty, whereof^ Divines fo much complain ; it 
is allowed on all Hands, that the People of England 
are more corrupt in their Morals^ than any other Na- 
tion at this Day under the Sum : And this Corruption 
is manifeftly «wing to other Canfes, both numerous. 
and obvious^ mu<;h more than to the Publication of 
irreligious Books ) which, indeed, are but the Confe*. 
qnence of the former. For, all the Writers againft 
Chriftianity, fince the Revolution, have been of the 
loweft Rank among Men, in regard to Literature^ 
Wity and good Seu/e ; and, upon that account, wholly 
unqualified to propagate Hirefm, unleis among People^ 
already abandoned. 

In an Age where every thing difliked by thofe, who 
think with the Majority, is caUed Difaffe6liQn\ it may 
perhaps be ill interpreted, when I venture to tell you, 
that this univerfal Depravation of Manners^ is owing 
to the perpetual bandying of Fa&ions among us for 
thirty Years paft> when, without w^ghiog the Mo' 
tvvts ofJt^Ue^ Lawt Can/cieme^ or Honour, every Matt 
adjufteth his Principles to thofe of the Party ha hativ 
chofen, and among whom he may.beft find his own. 
Account : But, by reafon of our frequent Viciflltudes^ 
Men, who were impatient to be out of Play, have*. 
been forced ,to recant, or ajt leafl to reconcile theic 
former Tenets with every new Syftem of Adminiftra* 
tion. Add tothis, that the old fundamental Cuftom of 
annual Parliaments bei^ig wholly laid afide, and £le- 
ftiottsgrowing.chargeablf % fmce Gentlemen found that 
their Country Seais brought them in lefs than a Seat in. 
the Houfe; the Voters, thai it to fay, die Bulk of the* 
common People, have been uniyerfally fedu^ed inta 
Brihery, Pmptry^ Drunkennifs^ Malicey, and Slander. 

Not tQ be forther tedious,, or rather invidious ; Ihefe 
are a few, amopg other Caufes, which have ^onmbu'* 
t£d to the ^uio pf ,q.ux Mffralsi aodccon&qufffitly to the 

Contempt 
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Conttmft of Rg/fgiofi. For, ima|;ihetoyour(elf^ ifyotf- 

J>letre, a landed Youtlt, i¥hom his Mother would never 
iiffcr to look into a Book, for fear of fpoiling his- 
Eyes; got into Parliament,' and- obierving allEne* 
mie^ to the Clergy hesrd with -the utmoft Applaaie r 
what Notions he muft imbibe ; how readily he will- 
join in -the Cry ; what an Efteem he will conceive of 
himfelf ; and what a Contempt he mnft entertain, not 
QsAyfor his Vicar it home, bSt for the whole Order. 
I therefore againiconclude, that the Trade of Infi- 
tkUty hath been -taken up only for an Expedient to ' 
keep in Countenance that univerfai Cormption^f Mb- 
rals^ which many other Caufes firft contributed to in- 
troduce, and to cultivate.^ And thur^ Mr. HMes's 
Saying upon Reafon, ms^ be much more properly ap- 
plied to Religion : That> if R€lipon mjtifhe agtvnji a' 
Maft, a Man <wUl be mgainfi Religion^ Although, after* 
ali, I have heard a Profligate offer much fo-onger 
Arguments againft paying ^is Debts, than ever he' 
was. known to do zgnirACf^rfiiamfy; indeed, the 
Reafon was,, becaufe in that Jun6ture he happened tO' 
be clofer pre/Ted by the Baili fxhzfi the Parjhn, 
' iGKORANCEmay, perhaps, be the Mother of Super'. 
ftitim ; \yoX Experience hath not proved it to be fo of- 
De^otvm : For Cbriftianity always made the mod eafy- 
andquickeft Progr^fs in civilized Countries, I men-' 
tion this, becanfe it^s affirmed, that the Clergy are in 
moft Credit where Ignorance preraileth, (and furely 
this Kingdom woald be called the Para£fe «f Clergy- 
men, if that Opinion - wei:« true) fot whfch they in- 
ilance Englemd in the Times of Fifery, But whoever- 
ki^oweth any thing of three or four ^Centuries before* 
the Reformation, will find, the little Learning then 
ftirrtAg, was more equally divided between me £«' 
^1^ Clergy aridXaity, than it is ^t prefent. Thcf^ 
were feveral famoss Lawyers «in that Period^ whofe 
Writings are fiill in the higheft Hepute ) and fome M* 
JiortMs, and Poets^ who were not of die Qfurch. 
Whereas, now-a-dajrs, our Edocation isfo corrupted,* 
that you will hardly find a young Pcrfon of Qualit^with' 

the ^ 
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: flie leaft Tinfture of Knowledge ; at the fame time that 
* many of the Clergy were never more learned, or fo 
fcurvily treated. Here amohg us, at leaft, a Man of 
Letters, out of the three ProfelFions, is almoft a Prodigy, 
And thofe few who have preferved any Rudiments of 
Learning, are (except, perhaps, one or two Smatterers) 
the Clergy's Friends to a Man : For, I dare appeal to 
any Clergyman in this Kingdom, whether the greateft 
Dance in his Pariih be not always the mod proud» 
wicked, fraudulent, and intraftable of his Flock. 

I think the Clergy, have ^almoft given over perplex- 
ing themfelves and their Hearers,^ with abftrule Points 
orPredeflination, Eledlion, and the like ; at leaft, it is 
Time they ihould ; and therefore, I Ihall not trouble 
you further upon this Head. 

I have now faid all I could think convenient with 
relation to your CondufI: in the Pulpit. Your Behavi- 
our in the World is another Scene, upon which, I fhaU 
readily ofier you my Thoughts, if you appear to defire 
^hem from me, by your Approbation of what I have 
here wj-itten j if not, I have already troubled you too 
much. 

Tour affeStionati 

friend and Servant 



January 9. 
1719-20. 



* N. B.. This Difcourfe, fwas 'written fourteen Yeafs 
^i9 ; fince nx)hich Time^ th^ Cafe is extremely altered by 
'deaths and SucceJ/iom, 
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Written in the Year 1720. 



THEKE is a certain Perfon. lately arrived at 
this City, whom it is very proper the World 
i2K>ttId be informed of. His Charadler may, 
perhaps, be thought very inconMent^ improbable, and 
unnatural : However, I intend to draw it Avith the ut- 
mod Regard to Truth. Tliis, I am the better quali- 
fied to do, becaufe he is a Sort oi Dependant upon our 
Family, arid almoft of the fame j^ge ; although I can- 
hot dired4y fay, I have tvtxfeen him. He is a Na- 
tive of this Country, and hath lived long among us ; 
but what appeareth wonderful, and hardly credible, 
was never feen before by any Mortal. 

It is true, indeed, he always chufes the /oiv^ Place 
in Company, and cohtriveth itfo, to keep 01^^ of Sight. 

Vol. I. X It 
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It is reported, however, that, in his younger Days, be 
was frequently expofed to View ; but always againil 
his Will, and was fwe to /mart for it. 

As to his Family ; he came into the World a 
younger Brother, being of fix Children, the fourth in 
order of Birth ; of which the eldeft is now Headoi the 
Houfe; the fecond and third -carry Armsi but the 
two youngeft are only Footmen : Some, indeed, add, 
that he hath likewife a Twin -brother, who hvedover- 
agednft him, and keepeth TL^ViduaUing'houfe : He has 
the Reputation to be a clofi^^fing^queezing Fellow ; 
and that when his Bags are full, he is often nedf, 
yet, when the Fit taketh him, as fail as he gets, he 
lets itfiy. 

When in Office^ no one difchargeth himfelf, xxioth 
his Bufinefs better. He hath fometimes ftrained hard 
for an honed Livelihood ; and never got a Bit, until 
every body elfe had done. 

One Praflice appeareth very blameable in him ;4ihat 
every Morning he privately frequenteth unclean H»ufes, 
where any modeft Perfon would blufh to be feen. And 
although this be generally known, yet the World, as 
cenforious as it is^^ hath been fo kind to overlook this 
Infirmity in him. To deal impartially, it muft be 
granted, that he is too great a Lover of himfelf, and 
very often confulteth his own Eafe, at the Expence of 
his beft Friends. But this is one of his blind Sides i 
-and the beff of Men I fear aw not without them. ' 

He hath been conilituted by the higher Powers in 
the Station of Recefuer^general^ in which Employ- 
ment, fome have cenfured l)im for playing/J^ ^ 
loo/e. He is likewife 0<verfeer of the Golden Wnes, 
which he daily infpedteth, when his Health wHrper- 
mit him. 

He was long bred under a * Mafler of Arts, who in- 

ftilled good Principles in him, but thefe were foon cor- 

rupfed, I know not whether it deferveth Mention, that 

he is fo stxy capricious, as to take it for an equal Af- 
front 

♦ Magifier Art is, Ingcmo^ut Largiter Venter ^ "^ 
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front to talk either ofJciJ/tng, or kiciing'Yiircii wljiclt 
hath occafioned a thoufand Quarrels: However, no bo- 
dy ever hath been fo great a Sufferer for Faults, which' 
he neither was, nor pofiibly could be guilty of. 

In his Religion, he has thus much of the Quaker^ 
that he flandeth always ctrvered, even in the Prefence 
of the King : In moft other Points, a perfect Idolater ^^ 
although he endeavoureth to conceal xt : For he is known 
to offer daily Sacrifices to Qtxtihxi fuhterraneous Nymphs^ 
whom he worlhippeth in an humble Pojlure^ prone on his 
Face, and J^rtpt fark-naked^ and fo leaveth his Offer^ 
ings behind him, which the PrieJIs of thofe Goddeffes 
are careful enough to remove upon certain Seafons, 
with the utmofl Privacy at Midnight ; and from thence 
maintain themfelves and Families. In all urgent NeceJ^' 
ties and Prejfures he applieth himfelf to thefc Deities, 
and fometimes even in the Streets and Highnvaysi from 
an Opinion chat thofe Powers have an Influence in 
all Places ; although their peculiar 'Refidence be in 
Caverns under. Ground. Upon thefe Occa/ions, the 
faireft Ladies will not refufie to lend their Hands to af- 
fii!him : for, although they are aihamed to have him 
feen in their Company, or even fo much as to hear him 
named i yet it is well known, that he is one of their 
confiant Tollonuers. 

In Poliiitksy he always fubmitteth to what \t upper- 
fnoft ; but he perufcth Pamphlets on both Sides with 
great Impartiality, although feldom uatil every body^ 
ilfe hath done nuith them, 

H;s learning is of a mixed Kind 5 and he may Y^ti-^ 
^r\Y^he.csL\ltdB( Helluo librorum, or another Jacohut 
de Voragine ; although his Studies are chiefly confined' 
to School'men, Commentators, and German Divines ; to- 
gether with modem Poetry and Criticks : And he is aa 
•Atomick Philofopher, ftrongly maintaining a Void in 
Nature^ which he feemeth to have fairly proved by 
many Experiments, 

I fhall now proceed to defcribe fome peculiar Qua- 
lities, which m feveral Inftances feem to difHhguifh 
this Ptt-fon from the common R^cc of other Mortal. 

X 2. HijL 
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His Grandfather was a 'Member of the Ruff^Tsj* 
fiaiAent 5 as the Grand/on is of the frefent j where he 
often rifes^ {ox£itViX£it% grumbles^ but never /peaks. How- 
ever, he lets nothing pafs 'willingly^ but what is nuell 
digefted. His Courage is indifputable^ for he will 
take the boldeft Man alive hy the Nofe. 

He is generally the firjl-a-hed in the Family .^ and 
the lafi up ; which is to be lamented ; becaufe when 
he happeneth to rife before the refl, it hath been thought 
to forebode fome good Fortune to his Superiors. 

As Wifdom is acquired by Age, fb by every new 
Wrinkle in his Face, he is reported to gain fome ne<w 
Knowledge, 

In him we may obferve the true Effects and Coofe- 
quences of Tyranty in a State : For, as he is a great 
Oppreffor qI[ all beltnu him, fo there is no body more 
opprejfed by thofe aho^e him : Yet in his Time, he hath 
been fo highly in Favpur, that many illufrious Per* 
fins have been entirely indebted to him for their Prt' 
ferments. 

He hath difcovered from his own Experience the 
true Pointy wherein all human Adlions, Projeds and 
Defigns do chiefly terminate i and how mean and for- 
did they are at the Bottom, 

It behoves the Publick to' keep him quiet ; for his 
frequent Murmurs are a certain Sign of inteftine 7»- 
muits. 

No Philofopher ever lamented more the Luxury^ 
for which thefc Nations arc fo jaftlv taxed ; it hadi 
been known to coft him ^ears of Blood: For in his 
own Nature he is far from htmg prof ufe j although, in- 
deed, he never ftayeth aNight at a Gentleman's HouTe, 
without leaifinz fomething behind bim^ 

He receiveui, with great Submiffion, whatever his 
Patrons think fit to give him, and when they lay bm^ 
yy Burdens upon him, which is frequent enougn, he 
gets rid of them as foon as he can ; but not with** 
out.^^^ Labour^ and muth Grumbling, 

H? is a perpetual Hanger on ; yet no body knoweth 

how to be without Urn, Be patiently fuifereth himfelf 

to. 
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tor Be Jteft tmJer, but loveth to be well ufed ; and; in 
that Cafe, will facrifice his Fitals to give you Ea/e ; 
and he hath hardly one Acquaintance, for whom he 
hath not been bound i yet, as far as we can find, was 
never known to lo/e any thing by it. 

He is obferved to be very unquiet in the Company 
of a Frenchman in newu Cloaths, or a young Coquet. 

He is, in fhort, the Subject of much.Mr>/i& and RaiU 
leryy. which he feemeth to take well enough; although 
it hath not been obferved, that ever any ^ood Thing 
came from himfelf. 

There is fo general an Opinion of his Juflice, 
that fbmetimes very hard Cafes are left to his Decifion : 
And while he Jttteth upon them, he carrieth himfelf 
exa^ly even between both Sides y except where fome 
knotty Foint arifeth ; and then he is obferved to lean a. 
little to the Right, or Left^ as the Matter inclineth 
hhn ; but hisReafons for it are fo manifeft and coa-^- 
vincing, that every Man approves them. 
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Written in die Year 172*. 



To all Persons of Qxtaiity and others. 



NEWLY arrived at diis City the famons 
Artift yeim Emamul Schoits^ who, to the 
^(ea( Surprize and Satisfaction of all $p(s- 
&itQr3» IS ready to do the foUowing wonderAil 
I'crformances, the. like never performed ^ in this 
^S^gdom. 

He will heat a Bar of Iron red hot, and 4iiruft,it 
into a Barrel of Gunpowder. before all the Company, 
and itihalL not take^ £ire. 

Hi 
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He leb any Gendeman charge a Blunderbufs, 
with the fame Gunpowder, and twelve Leaden Bul- 
lets ; which Blunderbufs the faid Artift difchargeth 
fall in the Face of the faid Company, without doings 
the lead Hurt ; the Bullets (ticking in the Wall be- 
hind them. 

Hs. taketh any Genlleman!s own Sword,' andnns 
it thcDugh^the fai4 Gende|nan's Body, fo t}iat the 
Point appeareth bloody at the Back, Xm all the Speda- 
tors ; then he taketh out the Sword, wipeth it clean, 
and returneth it to the Owner;, who receiveth no 
manner of Hurt. 

He taketh a Pot of fcalding Oil, and throweth it by 
great Ladks full diredly at £e Ladies, without {(oil- 
ing theis Cloat^s,^ or burning theicSkins^ 

He taketh any Perfon of Quality's Child, from two 
Years old to ^x^ and lets the Child's own Father or 
Mother take a Pike in thdr Hands ; then the Actill 
takes die Child in his Arms and toffeth it upon the 
Point of the Pike, where it fticketh, to the great Sa- 
tisfadion. of all Sp^datocs ; and /is duen taken off 
without fo much as an Hole in his Coat. 

He mounts upon a Scaffold, juft over the Spe6ia- 
tors, and from thence., throweth down a great Quan- 
tity of large Tfles and Stones, which fall like ^ 
many Pillows, without fo much as difcompofing either 
Perukes or Head-drefles. 

He taketh any Perfo^n of Quality, u^ tx) the fai<i 
ScafFoW, which Perfon pulleth off his Shoes and 
leapeth nine Feet diredUy down on a Board prepared 
on Purpofe, full of (harp Spijces fix Inches long^ with- 
out hurting his J^eetj^^ or' damaging his Stockings- 

He places the faid ,Board on. a Chair, upon jriich 
a Lady fittedt down with' another LadJ^ u|)Od hef 
Lap; while the Spikes, inftcad of-entfeiing into the 
under Uady's Flefh, wHl-feel like'a Velvet Ciiihion. 

He taketh any Perfon of Quality's FootmaAj ticm: 
a Rope about his bate Necki and<n:aweth hjmupjjy 
Polli^» to the GieKng, and there kci^di him \asi^^l 
Oi long a9 his Ma£r or dK Com{»aliy ptl^6s> ^^^ 
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fiiid Footman, to the Wonder and Delight of all Be- 
holders, with a Pot of Ale in one Hand, and a Pipe 
in the other ; and, when he is let' down, there will not 
appear the leaft Mark of a Cord about his Neck. 

He bids a Lady's Maid put her Finger into a Cup 
of clear Liquor like Water; upon which her Face 
and both her Hands are immediately withered, 1ik« 
an old Woman of fourfcore ; her Belly fwelleth as if 
fhe were within a Week of her Time, and her Legs 
are as thick as Mill-pods ; but upon putting her Finger 
into another Cup, fhe becometh as young and hand- 
fome as fhe was before. 

He giveth any Gentleman Leave to drive forty 
Twelve-penny Nails up to the Head in a Porter's 
Bacldide ; and then he places the faid Porter on a 
Loadftone Chair, which draweth out every Nail, and 
the Porter feeleth no Pain. 

He likewtfe draws the Teeth of half a Dozen Gen- 
tlemen ; mixeth and jumbles them in a Hat ; giveth 
any Perfbn Leave to blindfold him, while he returneth 
each their own, and fixes them as well as ever. 

With his Fore-finger and Thumb he thrnfleth 
feveral Gentlemens and Ladies Eyes out of their 
Heads, wichont the leafl Pain $ at which Time they 
fee an unfpeakable Number of beautiful Colours ; and 
after they are entertained to the full, he places them 
again in their proper Sockets, without any Damage 
to the Sight. 

He (ets any Gentleman drink a Quart of hot melted 
Lead ; and by a Draught of prepared Liquor, of 
which he taketh Part himfelf, he majketh the faid 
Lead pals through the faid Gentleman before all the 
Spedlators, without any Damage : After which, it is 
produced in a Cake to the Company. 

With many other wonderful Performances of Art, , 
too tedious here to mention. 

The faid Artift hath performed before moft Kings ^ 
aod Princes in Europe widi great Applaufe. 

Hr. 
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Hb performeth every Day (.except Sundays) from 
Ten of the Clock, to One in the Forenoon ; and from 
Four until Seven in the Evening, at the New Inn in 
Smiibfield, 

The firff Seat a Srittfi> Crown, the fecond a Britifi 
half Crown, and the loweft a Britijh Shilling. 

N. B. The beft Hands in Town are to play at die 
{aid Show. 
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Written in the Year z723* 



Madam, 

THE Hurry and Impertinence of receiving an4 
paying Vifits on account of your Marriage, 
oeing now over ; jyon are beginning to en- 
ter into a Courfe of Life, where you will want much 
Advice to divert you from falling into many Errors, 
I^'opperies and Follies to which your Sex is fubjeft, 
I have always borne an entire Friendfhip to your 
father and Mother ; and the Perfon they have cho- 
fen for your Huiband, hath been; for fome Years 
paft, my particular Favourite. I have long wifhed 
you might come together, becaufe I hoped, that, 
from the Goodnefs of your Difpofition, and by fol- 
lowing th^ Counfel of wife Friends, you might in 

Time 
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Time make yourfelf worthy of him. Voar Parents 
were io far in the right, that they did not produce 
yoQ much into d« World ; whereby you avoided 
many wrong Steps which others have taken i and 
have fewer lU Imprefiions to be removed : But they 
failed, as it is generally the Cafe;» in too much negle&- 
ing to cultivate your Alindj without which, it is impof- 

itble to acquire or preferve the Friendfh^p and-Eileem 
of a wife Man, who foon groweOi weary of acting the 
Lover, and creating his Wife like a Milb'ef:^ ; but 
wanteth a reaibnable Companion, and a true Priend 
through eveiy Stage of his Life, It mufl be therefore 

jrour Bufineis to qualify yourfelf for thofe Offices; 
wherein I will not fail to be y^ur Dire6tor as long as 
I (hall think you deferve it, by letting you know how 
you are to a^, and what you ought to avoid. 

AUd beware of defpifing or neglecting my Infbii- 

'£Uons; whereon, will depend, not only your making 
a good Figure in the World, butyour own real Hap- 

..pincfs, as well as that of the Perforl who ought to be 

>4he deareil to you. 

I muft therefore defire you in the firil place to be 

'Very flow in changing the modeft Behaviour of a Vir- 

j;in : It is ufual in young Wives before they have been 

>many Weeks .married, to afTuroe a bold, forward 
Look and Manner of -talking, as if they intended to 
fignify in all .Companies, that they were no longer 

'Oirlsj and confequently that their whole Demeanour, 
before they got a Hu/band, was allbut a Countenance 
and Conflramt upon their Nature : Whereas, I fup- 
pofe, if the Votes of wife Men were gathered, a very 
great Majority would be in favour of thofe Ladies, who 
afber they were entered into thdt State, rather chofe to 

> double their Portion of Modefty and Refervednefs. 

I muft likewife >varn you llriftly againil the leaft 
Degree of Fondnefe to your Hufband before any Wit- 
laefles whatever, even' before your deareft Relations, 
or the very Maids of your Chamber. This Proceed- 
ing is fo extremely o^ous and difguAful xp all who 
have either good Breeding or good Senfe, that they af- 

fign 
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fign^two very unamiable ReaTons for it ; tbe one is 
grofs Hypocrify , and the other hath too bad a Nanus 
to mention. If there is any Difference to be n)ade» 
your Huiband is the loweH Perfon in Company, ei* 
ther at home or abroad ^ and every -Gentleman prer 
fent hath a better Claim to all Marks 4>f Civility and 
Diflin^Uon ^om you. . Conceal your Efteem and Love 
in your own Breaft, aod referve your kind Looks and 
vLangmige for private Hoars ; which are fo many in 
the four and twei^ty» that they will afford Time to 
employ a Paifion as exalted as any that wa4 ever de- 
fcribed in a Frenci; Romance. 

Upon t)iis Head» I ihould likewife advife you to 
•difier in Prance from, thofe, Ladies who affe£^ Abun* 
dance of Uneafinefs while their Hufbands are iibroad ; 
ilart with every Knock 4t the Door, and ring the Bell 
incefTantly for their Servants. to let in their Mafter ; 
will not eat a Bit at Dinner or Supper, if the HuAiand 
happen to ftay oat ; and receive him at his Return 
with foch a Medley of Chiding and. Kindnefs, and 
catechizing him where he. hath been ; that a Shrew 
fiQm.BiIlingfgaie would be a more eafy and eligible 
Coitipanion. 

Of the fame Leaven are thofe Wives, who when 
their Hufbands are gone a Journey, inuil have a Let- 
ter every Poft, npon Pain of Fits ami Hyftericks ; and 
a Day m oft be £xed &r their Return Home withoat 
the Iraft Allowance for Buiinefs, or Sicknefs, or Ac- 
cidents, or Weather :. Upon which, I can only fay, 
that in my Obfervation, thofe Ladies, who are apt 
to, make the greateft Clutter upon fuch Occafions, 
would liberally have paid a Me&nger for bringing 
them News, diat their Hufbands had broken ^eir 
l^^ecksxm the Road. 

You will peiliaps be offended, when I advife you 
to abate a little of that violent Pafiion for fine Clothes 
fo predominant in your Sex. It is fomewhat hard, 
that ours, for whofe fake you wear them, are not ad-> 
niitted to be^f your Council : I may venture to aflufe 
you, that we will .make an Abatement at any rime of 
Vol. Ir y four 



'foar PMtnds ai Yard in a Brocade, if the Ladies' will bat 
allow a fiiitable Addition of Care in the Cleanlinefs and 
.Sweetnefs of their Perfons : For» the fatyncal Part of 
'Mankind will needs believe, that it 4s not impofiible, 
^to be very fine and very filthy ; and that the Capaci- 
ties of a Lady are fbmetimes apt^o fall (hort in culti- 
vating Cleanlinefs and Finery together. I (hall only 
add, upon fo tender a Subjed, what a pleafant Gen- 
tleman (aid eottcemins a iilly Woman of Quality ; 
•that nothing could make her fupportable but cutting 
•off her Head ; for his Ears were - ofifended by her 
Tongue, and his Nofe byher Hair and Teeth. 

I am wholly at a Lofs how to adviie you in the 
-Choice of Company ; which, however, is a Point of 
as great Importance as any in your Life. If your ge- 
neral Acquaintance be among Ladies who are your 
Equals or Superiors, provided they have nothing of 
what is commonly called an ill Reputation, you think 
you are fafe ; and this in the Style of the World will 

fafs for good Companv. Whereas, I am afraid it will 
e hard for you to pick out jone Female-acquaintance 
in this Town^ fi'om whom you may not be in mani- 
feft Danger of contrading fome Foppery, Afj^dtation, 
Vanity,' Folly, or Vice. Your only iafe Way of con- 
veriing with them, is by a £rm Refolution to proceed 
in your Pradioe and Behaviour, direAly contrary to 
whatever they fhall fay or do : And, this I take to be 
a good g«ieral Rule, with very few Exceptions. For 
Inftance, in die Dodlrines they ufually deliver to young 
married Women for managing their Hufbands ; their 
feveral Accounts. of their own Condu£i in that Parti- 
cular, to recommend it to your Imitation ; the Re- 
flexions they make. upon others of their Sex for ading 
differently ; their Diredions how to come off wi£ 
Vidqry upon any Difpute or Quarrel you may have 
with your Hun)and ; the Aits by which you may dif- 
cover and pradife upoathis weak Sdde ; when to wosk 
by Flattery and Infmuatibn ; when to melt him with 
Tears ; and when to engage him with a hieh Hand. 
3n thefcp aad a thoafk&d other Cafes, itWu be pra- 
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4ent to retain as many of their LeAares in your Me- 
mory as yoQ' can, and then determincL to zBi in full 
Oppoikion to them all. 

I hope your Hufband will interpofe his Authority 
to limit you- iiv the Trade- of Viiking : Half a Dozea 
Pools are in all Confcj^ce as many as you fhould re-*- 
quire; and it will befafficient for you to fee them 
twice a Year : For I think the Fashion doth not exa£t 
that Vifits (hould be paid to Friends.- 

I advife that your Company at home fliould con-^ 
iSi of Men rather than Women. To fay the Truths 
I never yet Icnew a^ tolerable Woman to be fond of 
her owa Sex : I confeis, when both are mixed and 
well choien,.- and put their bed Qualities forward,^ 
there may be an Intercourfe of Civility and Good- 
will; which, with the Addition of fome Degree of 
Senfe, can make Converfation or any Amufement a-^ 
greeable. But a Knot of Ladies, got together by 
themielyesy is a very School of Impertinence and De- 
tra^ion'; and it is well if thofe be the worft. 

Let your Men-acquaintance be of your Hufband *s 
Choice, and not recommended to you. by any She-- 
companions; becaufethey will certainly fix a Cox- 
comb upon you ; and it will coil you fome Time and 
Pains before you can arrive at the Knowledge of di« 
iUnguifliing fuch a one from a Man of Senfe< 

Never take a Favourite Waiting-maid into your 
Cabinet*coiincil,. to- entertain you with-Hiftories of 
thofe Ladies whom ihe-hath foimerly ferved ; .of their 
Diverfion and their DreiZes ;- to infinuate how great 
a Fortune you brought, and how little you are allow- 
ed to fquander ; to appeal to herefrom ypur Hufband^ 
and to oe determined by her Judgment, becaufe yon 
are fure it ^ will be always for you-; to- receive and 
difcard Servants by her Approbation, or Diflike; to 
engage yon by her Iniinuations into Mifunderftand- 
mgs with your befl Friends ; to reprefent all Things 
in falfe Coloors^ Afidto be the comffoa Emlflary of 
Scandal. 1 
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But, die grand AiBur oTyonr Life will b« Id g^dfl^ 
and preferve the Friendihip. and Efteem of your Huf* 
band. Your are married to a Man of good Edncation 
and Learning, of an excelleAt Undprftandi^ng, and an 
exaft Taile. It is trae, and it is happy for you, thai^ 
thefe Qualities in him are adorned with great Modefty» 
a moft amiable Sweetnefs of Temper,, and an iinafaal 
Difpofitxon to Sobriety and Virtue : But neither Good- 
nature^ nor Virtue, will fnfier him to efteem you a^ 
^inft his Judgment ; and although he be not capable 
of ufing you .ill, yet 320U will, in time, gi^owaTliing 
indiiierent/ and perhaps contemptible; unl^fs you can 
ibpply die' Lofs of Youth and Beauty with mor^ da- 
lable Qualities. Yon have but a very few Years to be' 
young and handfome in the Byes of the World ; and 
as few Months to be h in the Eyes of a - HuSband^ 
who is not a Fool ; for, I hope, you do not ftiH dream: - 
of Charms and Raptures ; which Marriage ever did» 
and ever will put a fndden End to. Befides, yptir^s 
was a Match of Prudence', and common Good4iking» 
without any Mixture of that ridiculous PafSon whic]^ 
hath no Being, but in Play-books and Romances. 

You muft, therefore, ufe idl Endeavours to at^in 
to fome Degree of thofe AcoompHihments, which your 
Httfband moft valueth in other People, and for which 
he is moft valued him(elf. You liiuft improve your 
Mind, by'cIoTely pnrfUing fbch a MedMd of Study, 
as I Ihall dire£l or approve of. You muft g^ a CoU 
]e£lion of Hiftory and Travels, which I i;^l recoin- 
mend to you ; and fpenU, fome Hours every Day in 
reading them, and making Extrads froto therii, iTyour 
Memory be weak. You muift invite Perfons of Know* 
ledge and Underftanding! to an Acquaintance with you, 
by whoie Cohverfation you may learn to corred your 
Tafte and Judgment: And when you can bring yonr- 
felf to comprehend and relKh the ;^ood Senfe of others,' 
yon will arrive, in Time, to thmk rightly yonrielf, 
and to become areafonable and agreeable Companion. 
This mufi prodade in your HuAand a true rational 

- - Love 



Iiove and Eftcem for you» which old Age will nocdi-* 
miniih. He will have a Regard for your Judgment 
and Opinion^ in Matters oi ue greateft Weight ; yois 
will be able to entertain each other, without a thirds 
Perfon tp ' relieve you, l^ finding Difcourfe. The - 
Enduements of your Mind will even make your Per* 
ion- more agreeable to him ; and when you are alone, 
your Time will not ly heavy upon your Hands» iot- 
Want of fome trifling Amufement. 

As little Refpc^ as I have for the Generality oC 
your Sex, it hath fonietimes moved me with Pity, ta 
fee the Lady of the Houfe forced to withdraw, im- 
mediately after Dinner, and this in Families where 
there is not much Drinking ; as if it were an eftabliflied 
Maxim, that Women are incapable of all Converfation. 
In a Room where^both Sexes meet, if the Men are 
difcouriing upon any general Subjedl, the Ladies neves: 
think, it their Bufinefs to partake in what paiTeth i but» 
in a feparate Club, entertain each other with the Pric% 
and Choice of Lace and Silk, and what DrefTes they 
liked, or difapproved at the Church, or the Play-houfe*. 
And when you are among yourfelves, how naturally^ 
after the ^r&. Compliments^ do you apply yourHanda 
to each others Lappets,, and Ruffles, and Mantuas ^ 
as if the whole Buunefs of your Lives,, and the pu* 
blick' Concern of the Worldr depended upon the Cut oc 
Colour of your Petticoats ? As Divines iay. That fome 
People take more Pains to be damned, th^n it would 
coft them to be faved ; fo your Sax employ more 
Thought, Memory, and Application to be Fools, than 
would ferve to make them wife, and ufeful. When I 
refledl on this,.. I cannot conceive yoa. to be human 
Creatures, but a Sort of Species hardly a Deeree 
above a Monkey ;. who hath more diverting Tricks 
than any of you ; is an Animal lefs xhifchievous and 
expenfive ; might, in Time, be a tolerable Critick in 
Velvet and Brocade ; and, for ought I know, would 
equally become them. 

I would have you look upon Finery as a neceilary 
£oUy, which all great Ladies did whom I have ever* 
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known : I do not ddire you to be out of the Pafliion^ 
but to be the laft and lea^ iii it : I expe6l that your 
Brcfs (ball be one Degree lower than your Fortune can 
' afford : And» in your Heart, I wonld wifh yon to be 
an otter Contemner of all Diftindions which a finer 
Petticoat can give yon ; becaufe^ it wilFneilJier make 
you richer, handlbmer, yoanger, better-natnred, d&ore 
virtuous, or wiie, than if it hung upon a Peg. 

If you are in Company with Men of Learmdg f a!^ 
though they happen to difcourfe of Arts and Sciences 
6ttt of your Compafs, yet you ^11 gather more Ad'^' 
vantage by lifteiung to them, than m>m aB the Non» ' 
fcnfc and Frippery of vour own Sex : But, if they h6 
Men of Breeding as well a» Learning, they will feldoja 
engage in any Cohverfation where you ought not tol^e 
a Hearer, and in Time have your rart. If they talk 
of the Manners and Cullpms of the feveral Kingdom^ 
ef Eur0fe ; of Travels into remote Nations ; of the 
State of their own Countty ; or of the great Men and 
A^ons cf Greece and Rome: If they give their Judgr 
ment upon Engltfi> and French Writers, eithdr in Vene 
or Proie ; or of the Nature and Limits of Virtue and 
Vice ; it is a Shame for an Englifl? Lady ^not'to relifh. 
fich Difcourfes, not to improve by them, and endea- 
vour by Reading and Informatioit, to have Her Shs^re 
in thofe Entertainments ; rather than torn aiide, as it^ 
is the ufpal Cnftom, and confuk with the Woman who 
fits next her, about a new Cargo of Fans. 

It is alitde hard, that not one Gentfeman's Daugh- 
ter in a thoufandy fliould be brought to rtti^ or on* 
derftand her own natural Tongue, or Be Judge of thd 
eafieft Book& that are written in it; as any dne may 
find, who can have the Patietice to hear them, when 
they are difpofed to mangle a Play or Novel, where 
tl^eieaft Word but of the common Road^ is fureto 
difconcert them ; and 'it is no Wonder, when they ard 
not fo much as taught to fpell in^eir Childhood, nor 
can ever attain to it in their whole Lives. I advifi. 
you, therefore, to read aloud, more or lefs, every Day * 
to yoar Haibandy if he will pennit yoo, or toan}^ 
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oflier* Friend^ (but not a female one) who M abletd 
fet you right : And as for Spelling, you may compafs 
if in Time, by making Collediotie from the Books yotf 
iead. 

1 kpow very well, that thofe wha are commonly 
called letfrned Woxnen, have* loft allMianner of Credit 
by dieir impertinent Talkattrenefs, and Conceit of 
tiiemfelves : But there is an cafy Remedy for this ; if 
you once corifidcr, that, after all the Pains you may be 
at, yott never can anrive,* in point of Learning, to thei^ 
Perfection of a School-boy, But the Reading I would 
advile you to, isotily iox Imprptement of your own 

food -Senfe, which will never fail of being mendea 
y DifcretioUr It is a wrong Method, aild ill Choicer 
of Books, that make thofe learned Ladies jiifi fomnck 
the w6rfe for what they have read. And therefore, it 
fhall be my Car^ to idircft you bettcrf a Taflc for which 
I take, myfcilf to be not HI qualififfd'; becaufe I havci 
fpent more Tinie, and have had more Opportunities^ 
than many others, to obferve, and difcover from whai 
Sources the various Follies of Women are derived. 

I^RAY obferve, how infignificaht Things are thib 
common R^ce of Ladies, when they have palled their 
-Youth and Beauty ; how contemptible they appear to 
the- Men, and yet more contemptible to the younger 
Fart of their own Se^; and have no Relief but id 
pafling thei/ Afternoons in Vifits, where they are ne- 
ver acceptable ; ' and their Evenings at Cards amon^ 
each other ; while the former Part of the Day is fpent 
in Spleen and Envy, or in vain Endeavours to repair 
by Art atid Drefs« the Ruins of Time \ Whereas, I 
have known Ladies at fixty, to whom all the polite 
Part of the Court and Town paid their Addrefles i 
without any farther View than that of enjoying th6 
Pleafure of Aeir Converfation. * 

- I am ignorant of stny one Quality that is atibiable 
xii a Man, which is ftbt equally fo in a Woman. 1 dd 
hot except eveti Modefty, and Gentienefs of Nature* 
Nor do I k^w one Vice or Folly, which is not equally 

deteflabl« in both* Ther^ % indeed^ one Infirmity 
- - - s which 
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V^hick is generally allowed^oo, I nem that of Cov(^^ 
ardice. Yet there fliould feem to be> fomething veiy 
capricious, that when Women profefs their Admiration 
for a Colonel or a Captain, on account of his Valour ;,< 
they fhould fancy it a very graosful' becoming Qaality 
in themfelves, to be afraid of their own Shadows; tc^ 
(cream in a Barge,, when the Weather is calmeft, or ii^ 
ftiCoach at the Ring ; to run from a Cow at an him** 
dred . Yards Didance ; to fall into Fits at the Sight of ^ 
Spider, .an Earmg, or a Frog. At lead^ if Cowardice 
Be a Sign of Cruelty, (as itis generally granted) I canr 
Iiardly think it an Accomj^Kmnentfodefirable, as to^ 
Be thought worthy of impraving by Affedation. 

And as. the fame Virtues equally become botli 
Sexes ; fo there is no Quality wherdby Womea endea- 
vour to diflinguifh themfelves from Men, for which 
they are not juft.fo muckthe worfe.; excqpt that onlf^ 
pf Refervednefs ; * which, however, as you generally 
xnanage.it,' is nothing elfe but Affedation, or Hypo* 
crify. For, as you cannot too much, diibountenance 
thoie.of our Sex, whp prefume to tdc&unbeceming Lii« 
herties before you ; fo you ought to be wholly uncon^' 
flrainedin the. Company of deiervingMen, when you 
have had fu£(icient Ex^^erience of their Difcretiom 

THEjtE is never wanting Jn this Towni a Tribe of 
f)old, fwaggering, rattling Ladies, whofe Talents pafs 
among Coxcombs.foc Wit and Humouiv:- Their £x« 
cellency lieth in rude, choquing Expreflions, and 
what they call running a man down. If a Gentleman 
in their Coilipany, hAppen to liave any Blemiih in his 
Birth, or Perlon ; if any Misfortune hath b^allen his 
Family, or himfelf, for which he isalhamed; they 
will be fure to give him Inroad Hints of- it, without 
any Provocation. . I would recommend you to the Ac- 

auaintance of a common Proflitute, rather than to 
lat of fuch.. Termagants as thefe. I have often 
thought that no Man is obliged to fuppofe i^ch Crea^ 
tures to bb Women ; but to treat them, like infoleht 
Rafcals, difguifed in Female Habits, who ought t9 
be ftripfcd^. and kicked .dbwa St^ 
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I will add one Thing, although it be a little out 
of Place i, which is to defire, that you will learn to 
value and efteem your Huiband^ for thofe good Qtxa* 
lities which he really poileiTeth ; and not to fancy a- 
thers in him, which he certainly hath not. For, al- 
though this latter be generally underftood for a Mark 
of Love, yet it is indeed nothing but Affectation, or ill 
Judgment. It is true, the Perfon you have chofen want- 
eth fo very few Accomplifhments, that you are in no 
great Danger of erring on this Side : Bat my Cautipn 
]& occaiioned by a Lady of your Acquaintance, mar- 
ried to a very valuable Perfon, whom yet fhe is fo un- 
fortunate as to be always commending for tkofe Per- 
felons, to which %t can lead pretend. 

I can ^ve you no Advice upon the Article of Ex- 
pence ; only, I think, you ought to be well informod 
how much your Hufband's Revenue amounteth to, 
and be fo good a Computer, as to keep within it, in 
that Part of the Management which falleth to your 
Share ; and not to put yourfelf in the Number of thofe 
poUtick Ladies, who think they gain a great Point, 
when they have teazed their Hufbands to boy them a 
new Equipage, a laced Head, or a fine Petticoat; 
without once coiffidering what long Scores remain un* 
paid to the Bultcher. 

I defire you will keep this Letter in your Cabinet, 
and often examine impartially your whole Condu£l 
by it : And fo God blefs you, and make you a fair 
Example to your Sex, and a perpetual Comfort to 
your Hufband, and your Parents^ I am, with great 
Truth and Affeaion, 

Madam,. 

ictir moft fidthfid Frifndf 

Jhd bumble SfmfaaK 
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TH E P/ayers having now almoft done with the 
Comedy called the Beggars Opera^ for the 
Seafon ; it may be no unpleafant^Speculatioiiy 
to reiiedl a little apon this Dramatick Piece^ fo Angu- 
lar in the Subjed and Manner, To much an Original^ 
and which hath frequently given fo very agreeable an 
Entertainment. 

Although an evil Tafte be very apt ^to prevail, 
both here and in London ; yet there is a Point which 
^whoever can rightly touch, will never fail of pleafing 
a very great Majority ; fo great, that the Diflikers* 
•eut of Dulnefs or AfFedation, will be iilent, and for-* 
ced to fall in with the Herd : The Point I mean, is 
what we call Humour ; which,' in its Perfection is al- 
lowed to be much preferable to tFtt ; if it be not ra« 
ther the moft ufeful, and agreeable Species of it. 

I agree with Sir IVilliam TempUy that the Word is 
peculiar to our EngHJb Tongue ; but I differ from him 
Aa the Opinion, that the Thing itfelf is peculiar to 

the 
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Ihe Et^BjS^ NatioM, becaufe, the contrary may be 
Soand in many Spani/h, Italian^ and French Proda^- 
ons : And paiticularlyy whoever hath a Tafie for true 
Humour^ will £nd ixi hundred Inftanoes of it, in thofe 
Volumes j^nted in France^ under the Name of Ln 
Theatre ItaHeti : To fay nothing of Rahelais, €ervim- 
4es^ and many others. 

Now I take the Corned;^ or Fafce, (or whatever 
^ame the Critich will allow it) called the Beggars 
Ofera^ to excel in diis Article of Hitmour ; and upon 
that Merit to have met wi^ fuch prodigious Suaxfs 
l)Oth here and in England. • 

As to Poetry t Eloquence, and Muficky which are faid 
to have moft Power over the Minds of Men ; it is 
certain, that very few have a Tafte or Judgment of the 
Excellencies of the two former ; and if a Man fac- 
ceed in either, it is npon the Authority of tliofe,^ 
Judges^ that lend their Tafte to the Bulk of Readers, 
who have none of their own. I am told, there are 
as few good Judges ixr Mufick ; and that among thofe 
who crowd the Opera^s^ Nine in Ten go thither 
merely out of CWrr^/frj^, Fa/SUon^ otJffeQaHon. » 

But a ^afte for Humour ^ is in fome Manner fixed to 
the very Nature of Man, and generally obvious to 
the Vulgar, except upon Subjects too refined, and fa- 
perior to their Underftanding. 

And, as this ^afte of Humour ^ is purely n^jtural, h 
is Humour itfelf ; neither is it a fdient confined to Men 
of Witt or Learning ; for we oblerve it foroetimes a- 
monff common Sorants, and die niZaneft of die 
Peojue, while the very Owners are often ignorant of 
the Gift they po^efs. 

I know very well, .that this happy Talent is con- 
temptibly treated by Critids, under the Name of 
Utvo Hnmour^.Qt low Comeify; but I know likewife, 
•that the .Spaniards and Jtalian^j who are allowed to 
have the moft Wit of any Nations inEurope^^o moft 
excel in it, and do moft efteem it. 

Bt what Difpofidon of the Mind^^ what Inftuenqe 
of die St^s, or. what Sitaadon of t)ia Clipuuey this 

Enduement 
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.^nduement is beftowed upon Mankind^ may be a 
"Queftion fit for Fhilofophers to difcufs. It is certainly 
the'beft Ingredient towards that Kind of Satyr, which 
is nioft ufeful, and gives the Jeaft OfFence j which, 
inllead of laftiing, laugheth Men out of their Follies, 
and Vkes ; and is the Charader that giveth Horact 
the Preference to JwuenaL 

And, although foxne Things are too ferious, fo- 
lexnn or facred to be turned into Ridicule, yet the 
Abufes of them are certainly not \ fince it is allowed, 
•that Corruptions in Reiigion, Politicks and iLaiv, may 
be proper I'opicks for this Kind QfSatyn. 
• There are two Ends that Men :propofe in writing 
"Satyr ; one of them lefs noble than the other, as re- 
garding nothine further than the private Sadsfadlion, 
and Pleafure of the Writer ; but without any View 
towaixls ferjenal Malice : The other is a ftihlick Spirit, 
^prompting Men of Genius k^ Virtue ^ to mend the 
World as far as they are able. And as both thefeEnds 
are innocent, fo the Jatter is highly commendable. 
With regard to the^ormer, T demand, whether I have 
^ot as good a Title to laugh, as Men have to be ridi- 
culous I and to expofe Vice, as another jiath to be viti- 
ous. If I ridicule the^FoUies and Corruptions of a Courts 
a 'Mimfiryy' or a Senate ; are they not amply paid by 
Penfions^ Titles^ and Power, while, I expeft, and defire 
no other Reward, than that of laughing with a few 
Friends, in a Comer ? Yet, if thofe who take Offence, 
think -•me in the Wrong, I am ready to change the 
Scene with them, whenever they pleafc. 

'But, if my Deiign be to make Mankind better-; 
'then I think it is my Duty ; at lead, I am fure it is the 
latereft of thofe very Courts and Minifters, whofe Fol- 
lies or Vices I ridicule, to reward me for my good In- 
tentions : For, if it be reckoned a high Point of Wif- 
^om to get die Laughers on our Side ; it is much 
niorc eafy, as well as wife, to get thofe on our Side, 
who can malce Millions laugh when they pleafe. 

My Reafon for mentioning Courts, and Minificrs, 
(mfkom I ntmer think on, hut iviti the mofi profound 

Vol. I. Z Veneration) 
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Veneration) is, becaufe an Opinion obtains, that ki 
the Beggars Ofera^ there appeareth to be feme Re- 
flexion upon Courtiers and Statefineity whereof I am 
by no means a Judge. 

It is true, indeed, that Mr. Gay, the Author of 
this Piece, hath been fomewhat fingular in the Coorfe 
of his Fortunes; for it hath happened, that after four- 
teen Years attending the Courts with a large Stock of 
real Merit, a modefl and agreeable Converfation, a 
hundred Promifes^ z.nAJi've hundred Friends, hsith failed 
of Preferment J and upon a very weighty Reafon. 
He lay under the Sufpicion of having written a Libel, 
or Lampoon againft a great * Minifter. ' It is true^ 
that great Minifter was demonftratively convincea, 
and publickly owned his Convidion, that Mr. Gay 
was not the Author ; but having Jain under the Su- 
fpicion, it feemed veryjuft, that he'lhould fufFer the 

' Punifliment ; becaufe in this moft reformed Age, the 
Virtues of a prime Mini|ler are noinore to be mfped- 
cd, than the Chaflity of Cefafs Wife. 

It muft be allowed, that iht Beggars Opera isvioi 
the firft of Mr. Gay's Works, .wherein he hath been 
faulty with regard to Courtier s^ and Statefmen. For, 
to omit his other Pieces ; even in his Fables, publiihed 
within two years paft, and dedicated to the Duke of 
Cumberland, for which he was promifed a Reward, 
he hath been thought fomewhat too bold upon the 
Courtiers, And althopgh it . be highly probable, he 

' meant only the Courtiers of former Times, yet he a£led 
unwarily, by not confidering that the .Malignity of 
fome People might mifmterpret what he faid, to the 
Difadvantageof pref^nt Perfons and Affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr. Gay as a Politi- 
cian J and Ihall confider him henceforward only as Au- 
thor of the Beggars Opera, \yherein he hath, by a 

• Turn oi Humour entirely new, . placed Vices of all 
Kinds in the Urongeft and motl odious Light; and 
thereby, done eminent Service, both to Religion and 

Moralitj. 

• iSir Robert Walpole, afterwaris Earl o/Orford. 
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Morality. This appearcth from the unparallelled 
Sticcefs he hath met with. All Ranks, Parties, and 
Denominations of Men, either crowding to fee his 
Opera, or reading it with Delight in their Clofets ; 
even Minijlers of State, whom he is thought to have 
moft offended (next to thofe whom the Aftors repre- 
fent) appearing frequendy at the Theatre, from a 
Confcioufnefs of their own Innocence, and to con- 
vince the World how unjiift a Parallel, Ma/ice, Envy, 
and Difaffe£iion to the Go^vemment ha^e made, 

1 am aiTured that feveral ^or^y Clergymen in this 
City, went privatrfy to fee -the Beggars Opera repre- 
fented^ and that ^^ fleering Coxcombs in the Fit, 
amaied themfelves with making l^fcoveries, and 
fpreading the Names of thofe Gentlemen round the 
Audience. 

I (hall not* pretend to vindicate a Clergyman, 
who would appear openly in his Habit a^ a Theatre, 
v«th fuch a vicious Crew, as might probably ft and 
round him at fuoh Comedies, and profane Tragedies, 
as are often reprefentcd'. Befides, I know very well, 
that Perfons of their Funftion are bound to avoid the 
Appearance- of Evil, or of giving Caufe of Offence, 
But when the Lords Chancellors, who are Keepers of 
the King's Confcience ; when ^€ Judges of the Land, 
whofe Title is Re'verend; when Ladies, who are- 
bound by the Rules of their Sex to the ftrifteft Decen- 
cy, appear in xht:Theatre without Cenfure ; I cannot 
uoderillnd^ why a young Clergyman, who cometh 
conceated, out of Curiofity to fee an innocent and 
moral Play, (houldbcfb^ highly condemned : Nor do I 
much approve the Rigour of a great Prelate, who faid. 
He hoped none of his Clergy ni^ere there: I am glad to 
hear there are no weightier Objedions againft that Re- 
verend Body planted in this City, and I wifti there 
never may. But I fhould be very forry, that any of 
them fhould be fo weak^ as to imitate a * Court-Chap^ 

Z z lain 



• Dr, Herring, Coapiatn to the Society at Lincoln'i Tan, 
afterwards Bijhop 0/ Bangor, and after that Archhijhop of York, 
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/ar« in England, who preached againflthe Beggars 
Opera ; which will probably do more Good, than a 
thoufand Sermons of fo Hupid, To iojadiciousy and fo 
proftitute a Divine. 

hi this happy Perfbrmaoce of Mr. Gay^s all the 
Charadcrs are juft, and none of them carried beyond 
Nature, or hardly beyond Pradice. It difcovers the 
whole Syftem of that Commonwealth, or that Iji^' 
rium in Imperie of Iniquity, eftabliihed among us, by 
which neither our Lives nor our Properties are fecure, 
either in the High ways, or in publick AiTemblies, or 
even in our own Houies. It ihews the miferable Lives 
and the conilant Fate of thofe abandoned Wretches : 
For how little they fell their Lives and Souls; betrayed 
1^ their Whores^ their Comrades^ and the Recei'ven and 
rurchafers of thofe Thefts and Robberies. This Oi- 
medy containeth likewiie a Satyr^ which, without io- 
quiring whether it affedts the prefent Age, may pofli- 
bly be ufeful in Times^to come. I mean, where the 
Author takes theOccafion of comparing thofe r^/Bww 
Rubbers of the Pubiick^ and their feveral Stratagems of 
betraying, undermining, and hanging each other, to 
the ^veral Arts of PoUtidam in Times of Corruptioa. 

Tuis Comedy like wife expofeth with great Juftice,, 
that unnatural Tafle for Italian Muiick among us, 
which is wholly- unfuitable to our Northern Climate^ 
and the Geniui of the People, whereby we are over* 
run witb Italian Effemnofyy . and Italian Nonfenfe. 
An old Gentleman laid to me, that many Years ago^ 
when the Pradice of an unnatural Vice gi*ew frequent 
in London^ and many were profecuted for it^ he was^ 
fore it would be the Fore-runner of Italian Operas and 
Singers; and then we (hould have nothing out Stab- 
bing or Poifoning, to make us perfed Italians. 

UPON the whole, I deliver my Judgment, That 
nothing but fervile Attachment to a Party, Affe^ation 
of Singularity, famentable Dulnefs, miftaken Zeal, or 
ftodied Hypocrify, can have the leaft reafonable Ob- 
|e£UQn againfl this excellent moral Performance of the 
Celebrated Mr, Gay,, 

TH£ 
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"Written in the Year i7*fli. 



THERE is no Talent fo ufeful towards rifing in 
the World, or which putteth Men more out 
of the Reach of Fortune, than that Quality 
generally poHeiled by the- dulled Sort of Men, in- 
common Speech called Di/cretion r a Species of lower 
Prudence, by the Affiftance of which. People of the 
meanefl Intelle6luals, without any other Qualification, 
pafs through the World in great Tranquillity, and with 
univerfal good Treatment, neither giving nor taking 
Offence. Courts are feldom unprovided of PeHbns 
under this Chara6ler; on whom, if they happen to 
be of great Quality, mofl Employments, even the 
greateft, naturally fall, when Competitors will not 
agree ; and in fuch Promotions, no body rejoiceth or 
grieveth. The Truth of this I could prove by feveral 
Itiilances, within my own Memory, (for I fay no- 
ting of prefent Times). 

Z 3. And, 
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And, indeed, as Regularity and Forms are of great 
Ufe in carrying on the Bufmefs of the World, fo it is 
very convenient, that Perfons endued with this Kind 
of Difcretion, (hould have the Share which is proper 
to their Talents, in the Condud of Affairs ; but^ by 
no means meddle in Matters which require GemMu^ 
Learnings ftrong Comprebenfion^ Sluicknefi of Conception^ 
Magnanimity^ Generojtty^ Sagacity^ Of any other fupe- 
rior Gift of human Miflds. Secai^e, this Sort of 
Di/cretion, is ufually attended with a (hoitt; Defire of 
Money, and few Scruples about the Way of obtaining 
it ; with fervile Flattery and Submiflion ; with a Want, 
of all pablick Spirit or Principle; with a perpetual^ 
wron^ Judgment, when the Owner» come into Power 
and high pTace« how to difpofe of Favour and Prefer-- 
ment; having no Meafure for Merit and Virtue in o- 
thers, but thofe very Steps by which themfdves a* 
fcended ; nor the lead Intention of doing Good, or 
Hurt to the Publick ; farther than either one or the 
other is likely to be fubfervient to their own Security,, 
or Intereft.. Thus, being void of all Friendfhip and 
Enmity, they never complain or find fault with the 
Times ; and indeed never have Reafon. 

Men of eminent Parts and Abilities, s» welt at^ 
Virtues, do fometimes rife inC(0«r/i,,rometimes in the 
Law^ and fometimes even in the Chunb, Such were 
the Lord Bacon^ the Earl of Strafford^ Archbifhop 
Laud in the Reign of King Ckarlej I. and others in 
our own Times, whom I fhall not name% But thefe 
and many more, under different Princes, and in diiFe« 
xent Kingdoms, were {Hj^ced,. or banijhed^ xx fitffer^ 
ed Deathy merely in Envy to their Virtues and fupe- 
rior Genius, which emboldened them in great Exi* 
gencies and DiflrefTes of State, (wanting a reafonable 
Infufion of this Aldermanly ]!>ircretion) to attempt the 
Service of their Prince and Country, out of the com- 
mon Forms. 

This evil Fortune which generally attendeth extra- 
ordinary Men in the Management of great Affairs, 
hath been imputed to divers Gaufes, that need not be 

here 
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here fet down, when fo obvious a one occurreth ; if 
what a * certain Writer obferveth, be true ; that ^when ^ 
a great Genius appearetb in the Worlds the Dunces are 
all in Confederacy againft him. And, if this be his- 
Fate, when he employeth his Talents wholly in his- 
Cloiet,. without interfering with any Man's Ambition^ 
or Avarice i what mdl he expedi when he.venturetb 
out to feek for Freferment in a Court, but nniverfal Op-> 
pofition, when he is mounting t)ie Ladder, and every 
Hand ready to turn him^off, when heis at the Top? - 
And in this Pointy Fortune generally adethdire^y. 
contrary to Nature.; for in Nature. we find, that Bo* 
dies full of Life and Spirit mounreafily, and are hard, 
to fall ; wheivasy heavyBodies are hard to riie, and*, 
come down with greater Velocity, in Proportion to • 
^ir Weight :. But we find Fortune every Day adding, 
jnft the Reverfe of this. 

This Talent of Z)//2T^/i«», as Ihavc dcfcribed itv 
in its feveral Adjunds and Circumftances, is no where/ 
fo iervtceable as to the Clergy ; to whofe Preferment 
nothing is fo fatal as the Character of Wit, Politenofs 
in Reading,, or Manners, or that Kind of Behaviour^ 
which we contrail by having too much converfcd^. 
with Peribns of. high Station, and Eminency s thefe 
Qualifications* being reckoned by the Vulgar of all: 
Ratrh, to be Marks of i>i;i/)', which is the 1 aft Grime 
the world will pardon in a Clergyman : To this I may. 
add a fr«e Manner oftfpeaking in mix'd Compan}^ andl 
Um) frequent an Appearai^e in Places of much Refort^ 
which are equally noxioos to fpiritual Promotion. 

I have known, indeed, a few Bxceptions to fome 
Parts of thefe Obfervations. I have feen fome of the. 
dulleft Men alive aiming at Wit ; and others^,, with as 
little Pretentions^ affecting Polite nefs in Manners and 
Difcourfe ; but^ nev'er being able to perfuade the World 
of their Guilt, they grew into confiderable Stations^ 
upon the firm AiTurance which ail People had of their 

Difcretion -^ 

* Vi4e the Authar^s Th^hts mt vmone Suijfd^u 
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Difcretioft ; bccaufe they were a Size too low, to de- 
ceive the World to their own Difadvantagc. But this, 
r confefs, is a Trial too dangerous often to engage in. 

The «.E is a known Story of a Clergyman,, who was- 
recommended for a Preferment by fome great Man 
at Court, to an * Archbifhop. His Grace faid, he had 
heard that the Clergyman ufed to play at fVbiJk and' 
Snuothers: That as to playing now and then a fober- 
Game at Whijk for Paftime, it might be pardoned ; 
but he could not digefl: thofe wicked S<wobhers ; and it 
was with fome Pains that my Lord dommers could un- 
deceive him. I afk, by what Talents we may fuppofe 
that great Prelate afcended fo high ; or what Sort of- 
Qualifications he would expeft in thofe whom he toolc 
into his Patronage, or would probably recommend 
to Court, for the Covernment^f ^/^«a/ Churches. 

Two Clergyfrnuy in my Memory, flood Candidate* 
for a fmall Free-fchooVm Tork/hire', where a Gende- 
man of Quallt}' and Intercfl in the Country, who hap- 
pened to have a better-Underflanding than his Neigh- 
bours, procured the Place for him who was the bet- 
ter Scholar, acnd more gentlemanly Perfon of the two; 
very much to the Regret of all the Parifh. The other 
beinjg difappointed, came up to London, where he be- 
came the greateft Pattern of this lower Di/cretion that 
I have known, and ^ofk^td. with as heavy Intelledu- 
als; which, together with the Coldnefs of his Temper^ 
and Gravity of his Deportment, carried him fafe 
through many-DiffiGuIties: And he lived and died in- 
a great Station^ while his Competitor is too obfcure* 
for Fame to tell us what became of him. 

This Species oi Di/cretion, which I fo much oele^ 
brate, and do moft heartily recommend, hath one 
Advantage not yet mentioned ; that it will carry a 
Man fafe through all the Malice and Variety of Par- 
ties, fo far, that whatever Faftion happeneth to be up- 
permoft^ his Claim is^ ufually allowea for a- Share ol^ 

^ what 

• Dr. Tcxu(bn» laU Arcbhijbop of Cantcrbuiy, 
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what 19 going. And the Thing fe^neth to me highly 
reafonable : For in all great Changes, the prevailing 
Side is ufually £0 tempefhioas, that it wants the Bal<^ 
lafl of thofe, whom the World calleth moderate Men, 
and I call Men of Di/cretion \ whom People in Power 
may with little Ceremony load as heavy as they pleafe, 
drive them through the hardeft and deepeft Roads with- 
out Danser of foundering, or breaking their Backs ^ 
and will Be fure to iind them neither refty nor vicious. 
I will here give the Reader a ihort Hiftory of two 
Clergymen in England^ the Charadlers of each, and 
the Progrcfs of their Fortunes in the World-: By which 
ihc Force of worldly Difcretion, and the bad Confc— 
quences from the Want, of that Virtue, will ibongly; 
appear. 

CORVSODES, zn Oxford Student, and a Farm- 
cf s Son, was never abfent from Prayers or Lefiiure i 
nor once out of his College after Tom had tolled. Be- 
fpent, every Day, ten Hours in his Clofet, in reading 
his Courfes, dozing, clipping Papers,, or deaming his 
Stockings : which laft he performed to Admiration* 
He comd be foberly dnmk at the Expence of others^, 
with Coikge Ale, and' at tho&rS^afona^as always moft^ 
devout. He wore the fame Gown ^vt Years, with-i 
out draeling or tearing.. He never once, looked inta 
a Play- book, or a Poem.. He. read ^/>r// and Ramu^. 
in the fame Cadence, but with a very different Tafte« 
He never underftbod a Jed, or had the leaft Concc»> 
pdon of Wit 

For one Saying heftandethin Renown to this Day.. 
Being with fomc other Students over a Pot of h\fi^. 
one of the Company faid fo many pleafant Things^, 
that the reH were much diverted, only Corufodes was- 
filent and unmoved. When they parted,, he called this 
merry Companion afide, and faid. Sir, I ^ercei<ve by. 
your often fpeaking, and our Friends laughing, that you 
fpeak many Jefls, and you could not hut ohferve ny Si'- 
lence. But, Sir, this is my Hutmur, I ne^er make a fefi^ 
^Jif^l/y.nor cuer^ laugh at anpthtrMms* 

CORVSO^ 
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CORlfSODES' thas endued, got into Holy Or- 
ders; having by the moft extreme Parfimony faved' 
thirty four Pounds out of a very beggarly Fellowfliip;. 
went up to London y where his Sifter was Waiting- 
woman to a Lady, and fo good a Solicitor, that by her - 
Means he was admitted to read Prayers in the Family 
twice-a-day, at ten Shillings a Month. He had now 
acquired a low, obfequious, aukward Bow, and a Ta- - 
lent of grofs Flattery, both in. and out of Seafon ; he* 
would ftiake the Buddr by the Hand ; he taught thc^- 
Page his Catechifm \ and was fometimes admitted to 
dine at the Steward*^ Table. In ihort, he g9t the* good 
Word of the whole Family ; and was recommendedf> , 
by my Lady for Chaplain to fome other noble Houfes, 
by which his Revenue (befides Vales) amounted to a- - 
bout thirty Pounds a- Year. His Sifter procured him a- 
Scarf from my Lord, (who had a fmall Defign of Gal- 
lantry upon her) ; and by liis Lordftiip's Solicitation,. - 
he got a Ledturefhip in Town of fixtyPounds a- Year; . 
where he preached conftantly in Perfon, in a grave - 
Manner, widi an audible Voice, a Style ecclefiaSick, . 
and the Matter (fuch- as. it was) wcH fuited^to the In- 
telleftuals of his Hearers. Some Time after, a Country 
Living fell. in my Lord!s Hifpofal ; and his Lordfhip, 
^ho had now fome Encouragement ^iven him of Sue- - 
cefs in his Amour, beftowed the Living on Corufides, 
who ftill kept hia Le^urcfllq) and Refidcnce in Town, . 
^Vhere he .was a conftant Attendant at all Meetings re- - 
lating to. Charity, without ever contributing fimher- 
than his ff£quent pious Exhortatiorjs, If any Woman. 
of better Fafhion in the Parifti happened to be abfent* 
from. Church, they were fure^of a Vifit from him in 
aJDay or two, to chide and to dine, with them. 

He had a feled^ Nmnber of Poor, coaftandy attend- 
ingvat the Street-door of hii Lodgings, fw whom he - 
was a common Solicitor, to his formerPatronefs, drop- 
ping in his own Half-crown among the Colled ions, 
and taking it- out -when he difpofed of the Money. At 
a Perfon of Quality's Houfe, he would never fit down • 
luuil he wa» thrice tyd> and then upon the Corner of 

the 



N« 5- ^^ Intelligencer. 263 

the mod didant Chair. His wJbole Demeanor was 

formal and ftarched, which adhered fo clofe, that he 
could never fhake it ofFin Jiis higheft Promotion. 
His Lord was now in high Employment at Court, 

-and attended by him with the mod abjecl AjSiduity ; 
and his Siller being gone ofF with Child to a private 
Lodging, my Lord continued his Graces to Qorujodes ; 
got him to be a Chaplam in Ordinary, and in duis 

-Time a Parilh in Tb\yn, and a Dignity in the Church, 
He paid his Curates pundually, at the loweft Salary, 
and partly out of the Communion-money ; but gave 
them good Advice in Abundance. He married a Ci- 
tizen''s Widow who taught him to put out fmall Sunxs 
at Ten per Cent, and brought hifti acquainted witli Job- 

- bers in Change* Alley, By her Dexterity, he fold the 
Clerklhip of his Parilh when it became vacant. 

_He kept a miferable Houfe, but the Blame was 
laid, wholly upon Madam 5 for the good Dodlor was 
always at his Books^ or viiiting the Sick, or doing q- 
ther Offices of Charity and Piety in his Parilh. 

' He treated all his Inferiors of the Clergy with a 
mod fandlfied Pride ; was rigoroufly and univerfally 
cenforious upon all his Brethren of the Gown, on their 
fird Appearance in the World, or while they continued 
meanly preferred ; but gave large Allowance to the 
Laity of high Rank^ or great Riches ; ufmg neither 

. Eyes nor Ears for their Faults : He was never fenfible 
of the lead Corruption in Courts, Parliaments, or M- 
niftries j but made the mod favourable Conftru(!^ioris 
of all publick Proceedings : and Power, in whatever 
Hands, or whatever Party, was always fecure of his 
mod charitable Opinion. He had many wholefome 
Maxims ready to excufe all Mifcarriages of State; 
Men are hut Men ; Erunt *vitia donee homines : And 
^od fupra nos^ nihil ad nos : With feveral others of 
equal Weight. 

It would lengthen my Paper beyond Meafure, to 
trace out the whole Syftem of his Conduft ; his dread- 
ful Apprehenfions of Popery ; his great Moderation.to- 
wards DiiTenters of all Denonunations ; with hearty 

/ Wiflie?, 
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Wiihes that, by yielding ibmewhat on both Sides, 
there might be a general Union among Proteftants; 
his (hort, xnoflennve Sermons in his Turns at Court, 
and the Matter exadtly fuited to the prefent Jundore 
of prevailing Opinions ; the Arts he ufed to* obtain a 
Mitre, by writing againft Epifcopacy ; and the Proofs 
he gave of his Loyalty, ^by palliating or defending 
the Murder of a martyred Prince. 

Endued with all thefe Aecoroplifliments, we leave 
liim in the full Career of Succefs, mounting fall to- 
wards the Top of the Ladder-eccleiiaftica], which he 
hath a fair Probability to reach, without the Merit of 
one iingle Virtue ; moderately ftocked with the leaft 
valuable Parts of Erudition ; utterly devoid of all Ta/h^ 
Judgment^ or Genius ; and in his Grandeur naturally 
chuiing to hawl up others after him, whofe Accom- 
plifhments mod refemble his own ; except his beloved 
Sons, Nephews, or other Kindred, be not in Compe- 
tition ; or lalHy, except his Inclinations be diverted by 
thofe who have Power to mortify or further advance 
him. 

EUCENIO fetout from Qie fame Univerfity, and 
about the fame Time with Corufodes : He had the Re- 
putation of an Arch-lad at School, and was unfortu- 
nately pofTefTed with a Talent for Poetry, on which Ac- 
count he received many chiding Letters from his Fa- 
ther, and grave Advice from his Tutor. He did not 
negledl his College- learning ; but his chief Study was 
the Authors of Antiquity, with a perfect Knowledge 
in the Greek and ^^w«» Tongues. He could never pro- 
cure himfelf to be chofen Fellow ; for it was objected 
againft him, that he had written Verfes, and particu- 
larly fome wherein he glanced at a certain Reverend 
*Dodor, famous for Dulnefs : That, he had been feen 
bowing to Ladies as he met them in the Street ; and it 
••was proved, that once he had been found dancing in a 
iprivate Family with half a Dozen of both Sexes. 

He was the yo,unger Son to a Gentleman of a good 
Birth, but fmall Eltate ; and his Father dying, he was 
. driven to LondQn;x.o ieek his Fortune : He gotinto Or- 
ders, 
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ders, and became Reader in a Parifh-charch, at twen- 
ty Pounds a- Year; was carried by an Oxford YnevA 
to Wilts Coffee-houife, frequented in thoTe Days by 
Men of Wit ; where in fome Time he had the bad 
Luck to be diHinguifhed. His fcanty Salary compel- 
led him to run deep in Debt for a new Gown and Caf- 
fock ; and now and then forced him to write Tome Pa- 
per of Wit or Humour^ or preach a Sermon for ten 
shillings to fupply his Neceffides. He was a thoufand 
times recommended by his poetical Friends to great 
Perfons, as a young Man of excellent Parts, who de- 
ferved Encouraeement ; and received a thoufand Pro- 
mifes : But his Modefty and a generous Spirit, which 
<lirdained the Slavery of continual Application and At- 
tendance, always disappointed him ; making Room for 
vigilant Dunces, who were fure to be never out of 
Sight. 

He had an excellent Faculty in preaching, if he 
were not fometimes a little too refined, and apt to 
truft too much to his own Way of Thinking and Rea- 
foning. 

When, upon the Vacancy of Preferment, he was 
hardly drawn to attend upon fome promifmg Lord ; 
he received the ufual Anfwer, that he came too late, for 
it had been gi*ven to another the 'very Day before. And he 
had only the Comfort left, that every body faid, it was 
a thoufand Pities fomething could not be done for 
poor Mr. Eugenio, 

The Remainder of this Story will be difpatched in 
a few Words. Wearied with weak Hopes, and weaker 
Purfuits, he accepted a Curacy in Derbyjhire, of thirty 
Pounds a- Year; and when he was five and forty, he 
had the great Felicity to be preferred by a Friend of 
his Father's to a Vicarage worth annually fixty Pounds, 
in the moft defert Parts oi Lincoln/hire ; where, his Spi- 
rits quite funk with thofe Reflexions that Solitude and 
Difappointments bring, he married a Farmer's Wi« 
dow, and is ftill alive, utteriy undiflinguifhed and for- 
gotten ; only fome of the Neighbours have accident- 
ally heard, that he had been a notable Man in his Youth. 
Vol. I. A a T H £ 
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FROM frequently refTefling upon tBe Courfe and 
Method of educating Youth in thislund a neigh - 
bouringKingdom, with the general Succefs and 
Coniequence thereof, I am come to this Determina- 
tion : That Education is always the tuor/e in propor- 
tion to the Wealth and Grandeur of the Parents : Nor 
do I doubt in the lead, that if the whole World were 
now under the Dominion of one Monarch (provided I 
might be allowed to chufe luhere he fhould nx the Seat 
of his Empire) the only Son and Heir of that Monarch, 
would be the worfl educated Mortal that ever was 
born fince the Creation : And I doubt, the fame Pro* 
portion will hold through all Degrees and Titles^ 
mm an Emperor downwards, to the common Gentry, 
I do not lay, that this hath been always the Cafe ; 
for in better Times it was diredly otherwife, and a 
Scholar may fill half his Greek and Roman Shelves witE 
Authors of the noblefl Birth, as well as higheft Virtue. 
Nor do J tax all Nations at prefent with this Defed ; 
for I know there are ibme to be excepted, and parti- 
cularly Scotland^ under all the Difadvantages of its Cli- 
mate and Soil, if that Happineis be not rather owing 
even to thofe very Difadvantages. What is then to be 
done, if this Reflexion mull fix on two Countries, 
which will be mofl ready to take Offence, and which 
of all odien it will lie.l^aft prudent or fafe to offend*? 

A a 2 But 
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But there is one Circumftance yet more dangerous 
and lamentable: For if, according to the Pofiuiahtm 
already laid down, the higher Quality any Youth is 
of, he is in greater Likelihood to be worfe educated ; 
it behoveth me to drcftui, and keep far from^the Verge 
of ScandeJuM MagJuUum, 

RETaACTiNc therefore that hazardous Pojiu/atum i 
I (hall venture no further at prefent^ than to fay, that 
perhaps /cmi Care ia edacadng ihie Sons of Nohi* 
uty and principal Gentry, might not be ill employed. 
If this be not delivered with Softnefs enough, I muS^ 
lor the future b^ iilent. 

In the mean time, let me aik only two Qneftions, 
which relate to Englaml. I aik firft, how it cometh. 
about, that, for above fixty Years pad, the chief Con* 
dudt of Affairs hath been generally placed in New-mot^ 
with few Exceptions ? The nobleft Blood of England 
hath been (bed in the grand Rebellion, many great 
Families became extind, or fupplied by Minors. 
When the King was reftored, very few of thofc Lords 
remained, who began, or at leaft had improved their 
Education, under the happy Reign of King James^ or 
King CharUs I. of which Lords the two principal 
were the Marquis of Ormonde an^ the Earl of Souths 
ampton. The Minors having, during the RebeUion 
and Ufurpation, either received too muth Tincture of 
bad Principles from thofe &natick Times ;^ or, coming^ 
to Age at the Reftoradon, fell into the Vices of that 
iffolute Reign. 

I date from this JEjcvl the corrupt Method of Edci- 
cation among us, and the Consequence thereof, in the 
Neceflity the Crown lay under of introducing; iVifw-;sw«» 
into the htgheil Employments of State, or to the Office 
of what we now call Prime Miniffers, Men of Art, 
Knowledge, Application and Infinuation, merely for 
Want of a Supply a^ong the Nobility. They were 
generally (although not always) of good Birth, Some- 
times younger Brothers, at other times fuch, who al- 
though inheriting ample Fortunes, yet hap^ned to be 
well educated> and provided with Learning. Such 

nndtr 
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under that King, \ii«re Hyde^ Bridgemioi^ Ciiffort^ 
OJborn^ Gedolpbin, Jfiky^oo^er : Few or none under 
die' ihort Reign of King. ya«»x IL Under King 
WtUiami Sommers^ Montague , Churchill^ Vernon^ 
HarryBtriUj and many others. Under the Qgeen ; 
Harley^ S't: John^ Harcourt^ Trevor, who indeed wer& 
Perfons of tfaebeft private FamiHes, but unadorned 
with Titles. So in the lafl Reign, Mr. Robert IFaipole^ 
was, for many Years^Prime Mim'fter, in which P6ft h» 
' IHll HAPPILY continoeth; : His Brother Horace is Am* 
bai&dor-Extraordinary xxy^rance, Mr. Addifon and 
Mr. Craggs^ without the Itaft Alliance to fupporc 
them, have been Secretaries of State.- 

If the Fa£ls have been thus for above fixty Yeiart 
pafty (whereof I coald» with a litde further Recol- 
le6Uon» produce many more Inllances) I would aik 
again, how it hath happened, that, in a Nation plen- 
tifully abounding with Nobility, fo great a Share in 
the moft important Parts of publick Management, 
hath been for fo long a Period chiefly entrufted to Com- 
moners ; anlefs fome Omiflions or Defeds of the high- 
eft Import, may be charged upon thofe, to whom the 
Care of educating our noole YoutJi hath been commit- 
ted ? For, if there be any Difference between human 
Creatures in the Point of natural Parts ^ as we.ufually 
call them ; it fhould.feem, that the Advantage lieth 
on the Side of Children bom from noble wealthy Pa-^ 
rents ; the fame tradi^onal Sloth and Luxury, which 
render their Body weak and effeminate, perhaps re- 
fining and giving a fireer Motion to the Spirits, beyond 
what can be expeded from the grofs, robuft liTue of 
meaner Mortals. Add to this, the peculiar Advan- 
ta^s, which all young Noblemen polTefs, by the 
Privileges of their Biru ; fuch as a free Accefs to 
Courts, .and a Deference paid to their Perfons. 

But as my Lord Bacon chargeth it for a Fault on 
Princes, that they are impatient to compafs Ends, 
without giving; thcmfetves the Trouble of coi^ulting 
or executing the Means ; fo, perhaps, it may be the 
Diipofition of young Nobles, cither from th» Indul- 
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geace o£ Parents, Tutors and Govemer8» or their 
own Inadivity, that they expe^ the JccompU/hmetiis 
of a good Education* without the leaft. Expence. of 
^ime or StuJdjf to acquire them. 

What I faid laft, I am ready to retra^, ^or the 
Cafe is infinitely worfe ; and the very Maxims fet np to 
diredl modem Education, are enongh to deftroy all the 
Seeds of Knowledge, Honour, Wifdom and Virtue, 
among us. The current Opmion prevails, that the 
Study of Grtck and Latin is l^ofs of Time ; that the 
publick Schools, by mingling the Spns of Noblemen 
with thofe of the Vulgar, engage the former in bad 
Company ; that Whipping breaks the Spirits of Lads 
well Dorn ; that Univefiities make youne Men Pe- 
dants ; that to Dance,. Fence, fpeak FrencZ^ and know 
how to behave yourfelf among ^eat Perfons of both 
Sexes, comprehends the ivho/e Duty of a Gintleman. 

I cannot but think this wife Syftem of Education, 
hath been mtt(;h cultivated amonz us by thofe Wor- 
thies of the Army, who, during the laSt War, return- 
ing from f landers at the Clofe of each Campaign, be- 
came the Diftators of Behaviour, Dxefs, and Polite- 
nefs, to all thofe Youngfters, who frequent Chocolate- 
Coffee- gaming Houies, Drawing-rooms, <^>eras 
. Levees and Aflemblies; where a Colonel,, by his Pay, 
Perquifites, and. Plunder, was.ouali£ed to out-ihine 
many Peers of the Realm ; and, by thelniluenceof an 
exotick tiabit and Demeanor, added to other foreign 
Accomplifhments, gave the Law to the whol&TowB; 
and was copied as the Standard-pattern of whatever 
was refined in Drefs, Equipage, Converfation, or Di« 
verfions. 

1 remember, in thofe Times, an admired Original 
of that Vocation, fitting in a CofFee-houfe near two 
* Gentlemen, whereof one was of the Clergy, who were 
engaged in fome Difcourfe tliat favoured of Learning; 
this Officer thought fit to interpofe ; and profeffing to 
deliver the Sentiments of his Fraternity, as well as his 
own, (and probably did fo of too many anione them) 
(turning to the Clergyman^ fpoke in. the foUowing 
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Manner; Z> » m^, Do^w, ftef yihalym mnll^ the 
Uirw^ u the only School for Gentlim^,. Dq you think 
' my Z.W Marlborough heat the FKudk'with Greel^iui^/ 
Latin ? Z)— : — » iw^> a Scholar luhen he comes into gdbd 
Company, nuhat is he lift an Afi f D ■ n me^ Ituould' 
be giad, ly G— </, , to fie ai^ of your Scholars luith his 
Nounsy and his Verhs^ and his Philofiphy, and Trigono^ 
metry^ nuhat a Figure he luouIdntaAe at a Siege or Block'^ 
euUy or reconnoitring, — - D-^ — -n me^ ^d After 
which he proceeded with a VoUey of Military Terjiis^. 
lefs fignificaat, founding worfe, and jb^der^to be oa**- 
derftood thaja an,y that were ever coined by the Cos^- 
mentators u|>6n Arifiotle^ I would^pf here be thoug)it 
to charge the Soldiery with Ignorance and Contempt 
of Learning, without allowbg Exceptions,, of which,! 
have known a few : But, however, the woife Example,. 
eipedaUy in a .great Majority, will certainly prevsul. 

I have heard, that the late Earl of Qxfyrd^ in the 
Tkoeofhis Muiifiry, n^evpr pafled by ^^/V/i C^fp* 
late-houfe (the common Ren.d^zvoua of inf^ojioQs Shar- 
pers, and iipble Cullies) without W^owing. a Curfe 
i^pon that famous Academy, as, the Sane of half the 
Engiijh Nobility. I have likewife been tpld another 
. Parage concerning that great Minifler y which, becaufe 
it giveth an humorous Idea of one principal Ingredient 
in modem Education, talfe as followeth. Le Sac, tl)e 
famous French Dancing->n\aiier, in great Adxpiration, 
. afked a Friend, whether it were true, that Mr. Hurley 
was made an Earl and Lord-Treafurer f And findingit 
confirmed, faid ; * Wdll, liuondtr 'what the Devil the 
. ^een could fee in him ; for I attended him t*wQ Tean% 
and he njnas the ^reat^ Dunce that e^er I taught. 

Another Hinderance to good Education, and I 
think the greateft of any, is that pernicious Cuflom in 
rich and noble Families, of entertaining Fren€,h Tutors 
in their Houfes. Thefe wretched Pedagogues are en- 
joined by the Father, to take fpecial Care ths^t the B^y 

ihall 

* The jiuthor^r Frtendriavt hard tm tell tiU Ptfage a$ 
from the Earl bimfelft 



%Yt The lKT£LLiGSKcsft; N^ g* 

(hall be perfedtin his French; by the Mother, tbat 
Majiir moft not walk until he is hot, nor be fofoed to 
play with other Boys, nor be wet in his Feet, nordaab 
nit Cloaths : And to fee that the Dancing-mafter at- 
tnideth conftantly, and doth his Daty : She further in* 
iifby that the Child be not kept too Fong poring on' 
Jtis Book, becaofe he is fubje^ to fore Eyes, and of 
a weakly ConiHtution. 

By thefe Methods^ the young Gentleman is in every 
Axdcle as fully accoinplifhed at eight Years old, as at 
eight and twenty; Age adding on^ tcrthe.Growth of 
bis Perfon and lus Vices ; (o that if you ihould look at 
him in his Boyhood through die magnifying End of a 
Perfpe6dve» and in his Manhood through the other, it 
would be impoflible to fpy any Diflerence ; the fame 
Airs, die fame Strut, the fame Cock of his Hat, and 
the Poftune of his Swofd, (as far as the Changes of 
Faftnons will aBow] the fame Underftanding, the fame 
Coinpafs of Knowledge, with the very fame Abfurdity, 
Impudence, and Impertinence of Tongue. . 

He is taught fi-om the Nurfery, that he mull inherit 
a great Eftate, and hath no need to mind his Book; 
whicb is a Leflbn he never fbrgetteth to the End of 
his Life. ITiBcMef Solace is to deal down, and play 
at Span-farthing widi the Page, or youne Blacka- 
snore, or litde favourite Foot-boy ; one of which is 
his principal Confident and bofbm Friend: 

Th e r b is one young * Lord in this Town, who, by 
an unexampled Piece of good Fortune^ was miracu- 
loufly fnatched outof the Gulph of Ignorance ; confi- 
ned to a publick School for a due Term of Years ; 
well whipped when he deferved it; clad no better than 
hb Comrades, and always their Play-^liow on the 
fame Foot; had no Precedence in die School, bat 
what was given him. by his Merit, and loft it whenever 
he was negligent. It is well known how many Muti- 
nies were-bred atdiis unprecedented Treatment; what 

Complaints 
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Complaints among his Relations and other Gnas Ones 
of both Sexes; that hi^ Stoi^ngs with Silver Clocks 
were ravifhed from him; ^lait he wore his own Hair;, 
that his Drefs was undi^inguiOied ; that he w^s not 
fit to appear at a Ball or Affembly, nor flifiered'to go 
to either : And it was with the utmoft DiMctilty^ that 
he became qualifie4 for his prefent Removal to th» 
Univerfity..; where he may probably be farther perie- 
cuted, and poffibly with Succefsy ifthePirmnels ofa 
Governor^ and' his own good Di4>oiition8 will not pre- 
ferve him, I confefs, I caniiot but wifh he mav go 
on in the Way he began; becauie I have a Curionty 
toknow> by {(xfingular an Experiment, whether Trath^ 
Honour, Jaflice, Temperance, Courage, and good 
Senie^ acquired by a School zxA College Educationj may 
not pipduce a very tolerable. Lad i although he fhould 
happen to fail in pne or twoof thofe Accomplifliments* 
which in die general Vogue ate held To i^ipprtant to- 
ihfi finifhing of a Gentleman. 

It is true, I have known an Academical Educatloit: 
€d have been exploded in publick AfTemblies ; an4 
have heard more than one or two Perfons of nigh Rank 
declare, they could learn nothing more at Oxford and 
Cetmbrtdge^ than to drink Ale, an4 &ioke Tobacco s? 
wherein j[ firmly believed them, %nd could have add^ 
fome hundred Examples from my own Obfervation lit. 
one of thofe Univeruties : But they all were of young 
Heirs fent thither only for Form ; either from Schools^ 
where they were not fufFered by their careful Parents 
to ftay above three Months in thp Year ; or from un- 
der the Management of "French Family- tutors, who 
yet often attended them in their College^ to prevent all 
roffibility of their Improvement: But I never y^t 
knew any one Perfon of Quality, who followed his 
Studies at the Unlveriity, and carried away his jufL 
Proportion of Learnings who was not ready upon all 
Occaiions to celebrate' and defend that CourfeofEdo-^ 
cation, and to prove a Patron of learned Men. 

There is one Circum(tance in a learned Education^, 
which ought to have much Wei|;ht, even with thofe. 
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who have no LearniBejtt all. The Books read ar 
^riftW/ and CoiUgjts, ai^fuU of Incitements to ViitQe,: 
and Difcouragements fxomYikCf, dfawn^rom &e wi«-^ 
ieft Reafons^ the i&ongeft Motives, and the moft in-- 
flnendnj; Examples'. Tfiusi young Minds are^ fflled: 
caily with an Inclination to Good, and an Abhontnor 
ef£vil'; both which increafe in them) according to 
ti&e Advances thev make m Literatures And; aldK>ugh 
they may be, and too often are drawn by the Tenmta- 
dons ofVoud), and the Opportunities of a large For- 
tune, into fome Irrmilarities^ whea they come for- 
ward into t^ great World; it is ever wi3i Reludanc^^ 
and Compundionof Mind,; because their Biafs to Vir- 
tue ftill continues. They mayftray fometimes by In- 
''firmity or Compliance, but they wifi foon return to the 
right Road>. and keep it always is View. I fpeak 
only of thofe Excefies, which are too much the At- 
tendants of Youth and'' warmer Blood : But, as to the 
Points of Honour, Truth, Juftice, and other noble 
Gifts of the Mind, wherein the Temperature of thp 
Body hath no Concern,, they are fetdom or never 
known to be mifled. 

I have engaged myfelf very unwarily in too^ copi- 
ous a Subjed for fo fhort a Paper. The prelent Scope 
I would aim at, is to prove, that fome rroportion or 
human Knowled^ appearedi requiiite to thofe, who, 
by their Birth or Fortune, are called to the making of 
Laws, and in a fubordinate Way to the Fxecution of 
them; and that fuch Knowledge is not to be obtained 
without a Miracle ; under the frequent, cocraut, and 
fottifh Methods, of educating thole, who are bom to 
Wealth or Titles. jF'or, I would have it remembered, 
that I do. by no means confine thefe Remarks to young 
Perfons of noble Birth ; the fame Errors running 
through aU Families, where. there is Wealth enough to 
afford, that their Sons (at leaft the Eldeft) may be 
good for nothing. Why (hould my Son be a Scholar, 
when it is not intended that he Jhould live by his 
' Learning ? By this Rule, if what is commonly faid 
10 be true^ that Money anfwereth all Things, why 
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ihould vay Son be honeftf temperate, jufl or chantabie, 
fince be hath no Intention to depend upon any of 
thefe Qualities for a Maintenance) 

When all is done» perhaps, apon the whole, th« 
Matter is not fo bad as I woald make it : ^tA Gop, 
who worketh Good out of Evil, a^ng only by the 
ordinary Courfe and Rule of Nature, permits this con* 
tinaal Circulation of human Things for his own un« 
fearchable Ends. The Father groweth rich hy Ava. 
rice, Injuftice, Oppreffion; be is a Tyrant in th« 
Neighbourhood over Slaves and Beggars, whom he 
calleth his Tenants- Why ihquld he defire to h^vo 
Qualitfes inMed into his $on, Which bimf^lf never 
poiiefledi or knew, or found the Want of in the Ac-» 
quifition of his Wealth \ The Son, bred in Sloth and 
Idlenefsi b^eometh a Spendthrift, 4 Collyt a Profli^ 
gate; and goeth out of th^p World a Seggar as hi9^ 
Father came in : ^ Thus th^ former is pumfti^d for hi^ 
own Sins, as well as for thofe of the latter- The 
Dungbil having r^ifcd a hu^e Mushroom of ihon; 
Duration, is now fpread to «nHch oth^r Mens (.andsr 
It is, indeed, of worfe Confequcnco, where nobUf 
Families are gone to Decay; becaufe their Titles and 
Privileges ouuive their gftates : And Politicians |el} 
us, that nothing is more dangerous to the Publiclf, 
than 4 numerous NPbility without Merit or Fortune, 

But even here Gpo harfi likewife prefcribed fom? 
Remedy in the Orde* of Nature 1 fo many great Fa^ 
mttiei^ coming to an End by their Sloth, Luxury, and 

ab^qdoned Lulls, whicb efiervated their Breed througH 
every Sueceffion, producing gradually a more ^flfewi' 

natc Rac^i wholly ^% for Prppagationi 
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Various Subjects. 



WE haye juft Religion enough to make us 
hatCy but not enough to make us la<ue one 
another. 
.Refl;cct on Things j>aft, as Wars, Negotiations, 
Fadtionsy and the like j we ^nter fo Uttle into thofe 
Interefts thtft we won<kr how Men could pofiibly be 
fo bufyy and concerned for Things fo traniitory: 
Look on the prefent Times, we £nd the fame Hu- 
•ftiouxi yet wonder not at all. 

A wife Man endeavoureth, by coniidering all Cir-- 
dunilances, to make Conjedures, and form Conclu- 
iions : But the fmalleft Accident intervening, (and in 
th^ Courie of Affairs it is impoilible to toefee all) 
doth pften produce fuch Turns and Changes, that at 
laft he is jvf^ as much in doubt of Events, as the moil . 
ignorant and unexperienped Perfon. ' 

Po«iT] vENEss is a good Quality for Preachers and 

Orators ; becaufe whoever would obtrude his Thoughts 

and Reafons upon a Multitude, will convince others, 

the more, . as he appeareth convinced himfelf. 

VjOL. I. B b How 



ijS THOUGHTS ^ 

How b k poffible to med thus Mankind wiD 
take jfdvMf when they wiU not ^o much as take 
Warmng f 

I forget whether Advice be an^ong the loft Things 
which Jriofio fayeth,* are to be found in the Moon i 
That and -Time-ought W have been there. 

No Preacher ii liieaed lo^ bat Time; which 
giveth us the fame Train and Tiirn of Thought, that 
elder People* have tried in vain to pat into our Heads 
before. 

Whbt« we defire or (b^t any thing ; our Minds 
run wholly on the good Side, or Circumiftances of it \ 
when it is obtained* our .Minds run only on the bad 
ones. 

In a G^/(^-/%»/2^^the Workmen often fling- in a 
fmall Qoantity of freih Coals, which' ft«meth to di- 
fturb the Pire, but very much enlivehetfa it. Tliis 
may allude to a gentle flirring of the Paffions, tliat 
the Mind may not languiOi. 

Religion feemethto have grown an Infant widi 
Age, and rcquiredi'Mirades to'nnffe %* as it had*i» 
its Infaney^ 

All Fits of Pleafure are balanced bjf^' an equal 
De^ee of Pain^ or Latfgiior ; it is like ^miiilg tbk 
Year, Part of the neaA Year's RevtttAie>. • • 

Thb latier Pm of a- wife ManTs lift it tafcttii: «|^ 
ia curing die Fdfiesy Prejudices; and^ &ISb0^iukam*^ 
he had contiaaed iA tke^f«i«ttr«^ ' 

If a Writer would knowhow^ to^ l>etot^ himMfi 
wicW relatioii to Paftetity ; lee \&m oottfider in oid 
Booki, what ^ 'findB> thai'he- \^ glad 4(e^.kAd#v; tsut 
what'OmiflioAs he laoft lam^nteth. 

WKA^avra thePoel^ pretend^ it^is'phtin iSiejr 
gave Ifl^mortality to none but themfelves-: It is Homer 
zfAVtpgU we reverence and adalife^ vibt Aciilks or 
JEfuas. With HiHorians > if ' it- q«lte thecoMMi^; 
oor ThoughtS'^^^tak^il up witk the ASiobs, Peribns, 
and Events we rtad i vtiA' i^ Ihtk regaid t^ AiH 
thors. 

Whek a o^ae Genii& appeared! in dieWrOrfd, yte 

may 
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mtcf know him by this iaJ&Hible Sign; that the 
Dunces ace all in Coi^ederacy againft him. 

Mem whopoflefsall the Advantages of Li^e, are 
in Ji State where there are many Accidents to dilorder 
.iuui.di£Qom{)ole9 hot few to pleafe them. . 

. I^T is. uBWife to. puniih Cowards with Ignominy ;. 
' for if they had regarded that, they would 'not have 
been Cowacda; ]>Qadi >is tfa^r piop^ PttnijOunent, 
becaufe they fear it mod. . 

Th£ .<greajtflft Inventions were prodaced in the 
Times of Ignorance ; as the Ufe of the Compa/sy Guu" 
ifvwder^ and fVr»ri«^ ; andby tha.ilttlleft Nation^ as 
iknt.Gtmums^ . 

One ArgimetttrfiO'prefve that thie common. Relati- 
•ns.'0f Ght^r and SfeSns are generally falfe ; may be. 
•'drawn . from the ; Opinion beU, that Spirits are never 
fbeii by more than oneiPeiCon >at a Tiaie ; ' that is to 
ixf^ itieldora happens that [above oneiPeribn in. a 
Company is pdfieft. with, any) high iDegree of Spleen 
zOrMslactckofy. 

I am : apt to think', : tha^ \ m the Day. of Judgment, 

. Aere will be fmall' Allowance ^given to. the Wife 'for 

- fehetr Want-of ! Mands/ or*-to'< ^ Ignorant for : their 

'Want of Faith ;becanfe both aie ^without Excule. 

This. renders die Advantages, eqvial of Ignorance land 

/Knowledge. / Bet fbme Scnipbs tn the Wife, and 

fome. .Vices in tBe'Ignorant^ will perhaps be forgiven 

. Jipon the Strength? of Temptation to each . 

Ti^BiiValne of rfeveral .CircBsiftaiices <in HiAory» 

' lefTejiceh vefyrmHtk by iDiftaace of Time; althoo^ 

•'iome ireMiiiie Cii^umilances are very valuable; am 

it reqttireth great Judgment inaWritertodiftingnilh. 

Iris pown a« Word of Courfe- for Writers to iay» 

this critical Age^ as Divines fey; this finfid Age, 

It is {Sealant to obferve, bow free the prefent 
^ge is in laying Taxes on the next : Future Ages 
fluiii talk of tbii: This ftfoil he famous io all Fo- 
fterity. Whereas, their Time and Thoughts will be 
taken up about prefent Things, as ours'«re now. 
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Thb Cbamofleouy who is faid to fed* upon nothing- 
but Air, hath of all Animab the nimbleft Tonfi;oe.. 

When a Man is made a fpiritual Peer, heiofetiL. 
his Simame ; when a temporal, his ChrifBan Name. 

It is in Difputes as in Armies; where die weaker 
Side fetteth up falfe Lights,, and maketh a great 
Noife, that the Enemy may believe them to be mose 
numerous and ftrong thaath^ really are.* 

Some Men, under the Nodons of weeding dut 
Prejudices, eradicate Religion, Virtue, and commoa 
Honefty. 

In all well-iniHtuted Commonwealths, Care hadi 
been taken to limit Mens Po&ilions i which is done 
for many Reafons ; and amongft the rdt, for one that 
perhaps is not often, confidered : Becaufe, when 
Bounds are (et to Mens Defires, after they have ac- 
quired aa much as the Laws will pomit them, their 
private Intereft is at an End ; and they have nothing 
to do,, but to take care o£the Publick. 

There are but three Ways for a Man to revenge 
himfelf of a cenibrious World : To defpife it ; to re- 
turn the like |. or to. endeavour tolivafo as to avoid k. 
The fiiil of thefe is ufnally pretended ; the lail is al- 
moil impoffible ; the umvofal Pradice is for the fecond. 

Htrodotus telletfa us, thatih cold Countries Beails very, 
feldom have Horns; but in hot they have very large- 
ones. This might bear a pleafant Application.. 

I never heard a finer Piece of Satyr againft iLofu^^fw, 
than that of AfinUgsrt ; when they, ptetend by Rules 
of Art to fbretel in what Time a Suit wili end, and 
whether to the Advantage, of the Plaintt^Tor Defend-^ 
ant : Thus makii^ the Matter depend entirely upon 
the Influence of me Stars, widiout the ieaft Regard 
to the Merits of the Caufe. 

That Expreffion in A^cryfha about Tobir^ and his 
Dog following ham> I have often heard ridiculed ; y^t 
Homer has the fame Words of ^elemacbus more than 
once ; and Firgi/ (aytih fomething like it of Evander: 
And I take the Book of Tdhit to he pardy poetical. 

I 
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T have kaowti fome nen poflefl*ed of good Quali- 
•tiesy .wliichwere vcry.ieryiceableto others, but ufelefs 
to themfelves; like a Sun-dial ^1 the Frontof 4i 
•Houfe^ to infonn^he Neighbottvs and Pafleagers, but 
not the Owner within. 

If a Man would regifter all his Opinions i^n Lcnre, 
PoUtidcSy Religion, Learning, and the like ; begin- 
ning from his Youth, and fo go on to old Age : What 
^ Bjuidle of InCOttfiAnMries and Contradidions would 
appear at laft ? 

What tticy J^in Heaven we are ijgnorant of; 
Jwfaat they do- not we.are told exprefsly ; that they nei* 
-ther marry, nor are given in Marriage^ 

When a Man pbierves the Choice of Ladies now a- 
days, in the difpenfing of their Favours ; can he for- 
bear paying forae Veneration to the Memory of thofc . 
'Mares mentioned by Xenvphon ; who, ^ ^ . 

while their Manes were on j diat is, ^^ ''^ ^^''^-^'''• 
ivhile they- were in their Beauty, would -never admit 
*tbe Embraces of an Afs. . 

It is a miferable Thing, to live in Sufpence ; it is 
tile Life of a S^der. Fide yrndtm, pende tameh^ im* 
frohaf dixit. . 

The Aoical Scheme of fupplying our Wants, by 
lopping off our Defires; is. liKe cutting off our Feet 
^Vfhen we w^it Shoes. 

Physicians ought not to v^ve their Judgment of > 
Relieion, for the iaroe Reafon that Butchers are not. 
ddtoiimed to be Jurors upon Life and Death. 

The Reafon why fo few Marriages are happy,. 
is, becanfe young Ladies fpend. their Time in making, 
NetSy and not in making Cages, . 

If a Man w^l obferve as he walks the Streets, I 
believe he wiH find t^ menieft Countenances ia- 
•mourning Coaches. 

Nothing iiior< unqttatifieih a Man to a6^ - wirii 
Prudence, dian a - Mkfortitne that,.is attended with^ 
Shame and Guilt,. 

B b 3, The 
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The Power of F(>itiine is con&fled only by tbe Mi- 
ferable ; for the Happy impute all their Soccefs to 
Prudence or. Merit. 

Ambition often puts Men upon doing the siean* 
eft Offices ; fo climbing is performed in the fame Po^* 
(lure widi creeping. 

Ill Company is like a If)og, who fouls thofe moft 
whom he loveth bed. 

CiSNsuRe is the Tax.a^Manpayeth to die Poblick 
for being eminent. 

Although Men are accufed. for not. knowing 
their own Weaknefs; yet pejfhaps.as. few know, their 
own Strength, It is in Men as in Soils^ where fome- 
times there is a Vein of Gold. which tke Owner know- 
eth not of. 

Satyr is reckoned the eafieftbf all Wit; but! take 
it to be otherwife in very bad Times ;• For it is as hard 
to fatyrize well a Man of diltinguilhed Vices, as to 
prai& well a Man of diftinguiihed Virtues. It is eafy 
enough to do either to People of moderate CJiara- 
^ers. 

Invention is the Talent of Youth, and Judgment 
of Age ; fo that our Judgment groweth harder to 
pleaie when we have fewer Things to offer it : This^ 
goes through the whole. Commerce of Life. When 
we are old, our Friends find it difficult to pl/eafe us». 
and are lefs concerned whether we. be pleafed or.no.. 

No wife Man .ever wifhed to he younger. 

An idleReafoalefTens the Weigjbkt of the good ones- 
you gave before.. 

The Motives of the befl Actions will not.bear too 
dri^ an Inquiry. It is allowed, that the Caufe of 
mofl A^ons, good or bad, may be refolved into the 
Love of oorfelves : But tlie. Self-love of fome Men 
inclines them to pleafe others ; and the Self-love of 
others is. wholly employed in pleafing themfelves. 
This makes the great DifiindUon between Virtue aad 
Vice. Religion is the beil Motive of all Adiont:; 
yet Religion is allowed to be the highelt Indance of 
6clf-love« 

When 
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Whev tke. World hatk once-begun to ufe tds'iil,^ k 
afberwards contiDues tha fame Treatment with Idk 
Scruple or Ceremony ; as Men do a Whose. 

QLD.Men.view bed. at Diilance wkh the Eyes of 
their Underflanding, as well as with thoie of Nature. 

SoMR People ta£B.more Care to hide their Wifdom 
than their Folly. 

Arbitrahy Bower is die natural Ooje^i of Temw 
ptation to a Prince ; as Wine or Women to a youn^ 
Fellow, or a. Bribe to a Judge, or Avarice .toxoid 
Age, or.Varaty to a Female. i 

^ Anthony Heniy% Farmer dying of anr Afthma, faid : 
Well, if I can get this Breath once a«/, I will take 
care it fhall never get /a.again.. 

The Humour of exploding many Things under the 
Nances of Trifles, Fopperies,. and only imaginary 
Goods, is a very falle Prebf either of Wifdom or 
Magnanimity ; and a great Check to virtuous A^ons. 
For Inftsnce, ivith regard to Fame: Theneis^inmoD: 
People a Reludtance. and Unwillingnefs to be forgot- 
ten. We. obferve, even among the Vulgar^ how fond 
they are to have an Infcription over their Grave. It 
requireth butlitde Philofophy to diicpver andobferve, 
that there is no intrinfick Value ia all .diis ; however, 
if it be founded in our Nature, as an Incitement to . 
Virtue, it ought not to be ridiculed. 

Complaint is the largeft Tribute Heaven recei- 
veth ; and the itncereft Part of our Devotion . 

The common Fluency of Sp^ch in many Men and ' 
moil Women, is owing to a Scarcity of Matter, and . 
Scarcity of Words ; for whoever is a Mailer of Lan- 
suaee, and hath a Mind full of Ideas, will be apt in 
IpesScingto hefitateupon the Choice of both : Whereas 
common Speakers have only one Set of Ideafi, and one 
Set of Words to clothe them* in ; and diefe are always 
• ready at the . Mouth. So. People come failer out of a 
Church when it is almoil empty, than when a Crowd 
k at the Door. ' i 

Few are. qualified iofinne. in Company ; but it is in 
siojL Mens I^bwer to be agrteabk. The Reafon, 

therefore. 



tr4 TfTO UXS'HT S m 

dicrefeie, why Converf«ltoBjiimrrol6i(f ^ prefeiit, is' 
not the JDefe^ of UndcBftanding'; jbvt Ptide, Vani^, 
ill Natme. AffedaUQn, Siagulantx»' Bofidrenefs ; or 
ioiarotlier Vk^ tiie Effb&of awPOBgEdooaiicMi. 

Tovbe yain, is. sathec a Maik.x>f HuouU^ tkaa of 
Ride^v. Vam Mon dsUgfct' in teUiog what Honours 
have been done thein^ , what, great Contpanjr they 
hayehept, and the like ; by .wluoh they. plainly oon- 
lUb, that.itheTe Honoai»^««seici*n)Qr& than their Doe; 
and filch a?- their l^ciends wodd-oot believe,. if they 
had not been, told : . .Whereas. a Man tiuly prood, 
Jiynk8.the grea^eft Uohoms below his Medt, and con- 
feqaently KOfmeth to boalL i thatefore deliver it as 
a Maxim s that whoever defires the Charader of a 
pitmd Man, ought to conceal his Vanity. 

Law in a firee- Country, is, or ought to be, the 
JDeterminHtion lof the Mj^omty. oi thole . who have 
.Pioperty'in Land. 

One Afgoment nfisd to the Difadvantage oi Pro- 
vidence, I take to be a very firong one in its Ddfencc. 
£ttii obje^cd> that Storms and Tempeib, onfruitfiil 
Seafons, Serpents, Spiders, Flies, and other noxioos 
or trDublefome Animals, with many more.IaAances of 
.the like Kind, difcover an Imperfedion in Nature ;. 
beeanfe human Life would be much ea^er .without 
them : But the.Delign of Brovidcnc^ may clearly be 
•pfrceived in this Proceeding. . The Motions of the 
Sun and Moon ; in (hort, the whde Syflem of die 
UoxK€xie, as far as ^hilofophers have been aUe to- 
dilcQver and obierve,are in. theutmoli Degree of Re* 
g^lari^ and Perfedtion : But where-ever G<»d hadi. 
Ibft to Man the Power of interpo&ng a Remedy by 
Thought or Labonr^ there he hath- j>laced Things in a 
State of Imperfedion» on parpoie taftir np human In- 
V dull^ ; : withoat whichiLiie would ibagnade; or indeed. 
Mother could notiiifaii&ataU : Osais aaum mnfaUa 

Praisb is the Daughter of prefent Powo*. 
I have known feroal Petfons of great Fame for- 

Wi£loA 
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Wifdom in publxck Affsiirs and Goonfels, govecned^ 
by fooliih Servants. '. 

I have known great Miniflen diftinguUhed for Wit' 
and Learning, who preferred none but Dunces. 

I have known Men of ValooTy. Cowards to their 
Wives. 

I have known Men of the greateft Cunning, pet;- 
peluaUy cheated. 

I knew three great Minifters^ who could exactly 
compute and fettle die Accon>ptB of a JCix^dom ; but 
were wholly ignc^'ant of their own Oeconomy. 

The Preaching of Divines jielpeth.to preferve wefl- 
indined Men^iotchje Courfe. of Virtue^ hot feldomtbr 
neiser reclaims the Vicioufi. 

pRHic&9> n^ally nouike. wifer Choices than- the Ser- 
vants whom they truH for the Difpofal of Places ; I 
have known a Prince more than once chsife an able 
Miniilcr ; but I never obferved that Minifter to ufe 
his Credit in the Difpofal of an Employment to .a 
Perfon whom he thought the fitted for it. One of 
the greateft in diis Age owned and excufed the Mat- 
• ter to me ; from the Violence, of Parties^ jand theUn- 
reafonablpnefs of Friends.. 

Small Caufes arefuiSieient to make a Manunea-* 
{y, when great ones are not in the Way : For want 
oi 2^ Block he will ftumble. at a Straw. 

Dignity,, high Station, or .great. Riches, are in 
ibme Sort neceflary to old Men^ in order to keep the 
younger ata Diftanc&i who are. otherwife too apt to 
infult them upon the Score, of dieir Age. 

EvBjRiV Maj»- de&eth to live long ; but no Man 
woidd.be. old. \ 

liiQvx. of Flattery in moft Men proccedeth from the 
mean Opinion they have of themfelvei : In Women 
from the contrary. 

If Books and ,Laws. continue to increafe as they 
have done for fifty Years paft ; I am in fome.Concem 
for future Mfi%, how any Man wiH be learned, or 
aiiy Man a Lawyer. > 
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KiHGS are CMnmoiily ftid to hai^e UtrgHtmdfi -. 
I wiih they had as long Ears, 

Princes in tlieir Iniancy, Childhood aad Vouth,- 
are fatd to . discover ptodi^em Parti and Wit; . «o 
:fpeak Thkigs that liiiprire and- afioaifh: • Strange, ib 
many hopefid Princes, and fo Bidny^^»»^/.irings ! 
•If they kajMefi to^die yovng,. they wodhl liave heen 
"Prodigies of Wifdom and: Virtue : If Jliiey: live^ tfe^y . 
mre men PrmUgks- indeed- ; but o£ ttmtbor S^K^ 

Politicks, ^aa the Word is-conMBonlyni^eiAood, 
are nodiing bnt CorraptioAflL ; ^aiK^ ^eonRfeqqeally of no 
•Ule to a ra)dtSjag, or a^^good lif^iftry : For ^^ch 
iRealbn, Comls are fooverHnm ¥^ Friitkks. . 

SILBNUS, the Foftor^aato^oC Bmakms^ h aln 
•ways carried by an ^^and hat^ t^^ms cm his Head, 
' The fitoril is ; thatitlirulikards are tod by J^Is^ asfti 
fbave a great Chance, toi' be Cockolds. 

FiENUS; .a:beant2fttl good-natOFed Lady» wasthe 
fG€dders.«f:Love; Jmm, a terribl^3hrew, the God- 
iddfs, Hf Mamage ; andibeyj^ere^ alvrayfrnortal Eao^ 



Tiiosa- wfcb are agsuiSft'Religidny ninft ^iieeds • be 
Fools : - Atid -Hereford we read, ' Aat, of ^ Aniaials» 
•OoD reftdcd tiie/F<»^<>^am ofan^Afs. 

A veryditjle Wit is valned-in a'Womaa:; as we«afe 
pjeafed with a few .Words fooken plain by « Partx)t« 

ArjiieerMaii<is a«Man,«if aally Ideas. 

APOdLO <wa8 MM U»e/God ^f Phyfick, md 
^Snider^if 'BIfeaies : (Both were'- ongin^ly tbe 'fome 
Trade, and , ^' cotttinhe. ■ 

Ot D ibfenf and' Cutsets hlm» ihtoKk^ raverenced for 
ti»e fanie Reafon ; . their long Beards, and-Preteno^ 
to foretd Events. 

Pwas aiked^t Court, whaf I thought of the FrenA 
AmbaiTador and his Train ; who wece all EmbroidcFy 
and Laoe; 61II of Bows, Cringes, anti-G^ftai^? I 
:faid it Jwas. SolomonH Importation $ Qold ^and Afes. 

THBRB'is.a Story in PattfMaiy of^ I^ot*fbr be- 
traying a City, difcovcred by theBrayid^g-of an Afi: 
tiit Cackling of Geefe faved Ae Capitol : And Cata- 

line's 
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//w's Confpiracy was difcovered by a Whori, Thefe 
are the only three Animals, as far as I remember^ fa- 
mous in Hiftory for E'vidences and Injhrmers, 

Most Kinds ofDiverfion in Men, Children^ and 
other Animals, are an Imita^on of Fighting. 

JUGUS7US meeting an Jfs with a luckf Name^ 
foretold himfelf good Fortune. I meet many AJfes^ 
bat none of them have lucky Names. 

If a Man maketh me keep my Diflance ; the Com- 
fort is, he keepeth his at the fame time. 

Who can deny that all Men are violent Lovers of 
Truth, when we fee them ib poiitive in their Errors, 
which they will maintain out of their Zeal to Truth, 
al&ough they contradict themfelves every "Dzy of their 
Lives. 

7h€U tuas excellently ob/er<ved^ fay I, when I read a 
PaiTage in an Author, where his Opinion agreeth with 
mine. When we difier, there I pronounce him to be 
miftaken. 

Very few Men, properly fpeaking, li've at pre- 
fent ; but are providine to live another Time. 

As univerfal a Pradhce as Lpngis, and as eafy a 
one as it feemeth % I do not remember to have heard 
three good Lies in all my Converfation ; even fron 
thofe, who weremoft celebrated in that Faculty. 
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